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HISTORY 
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WELCH COUNTIES 

.AND 

BOROUGHS. 



INTRODUCTION. 

By an act of parliament made 27 Henry VIII., 
the twelve counties, and as many towns in Wales, 
were imprivileged to send members to Parlia- 
ment. The boroughs of Beaumaris, and Montgo- 
mery, can alone be said to be under absolute con- 
trol. The influence which prevails in the other 
towns, is not the produce of corruption, but arises 
from the popularity and hospitality of men of con- 
siderable property, whose residences are contiguous 
to them, and who are ready to serve them with 
that assistance and advice, which the exigences of 
their situation may require. An instance of bribery 
is very uncommon among them, nor are their mo- 
rals debauched by frequent invitations to election 
treats, which are the parents of drunkenness, idle- 
ness, and dissipation, and id their ronsequences 
more generally pernicious to society than any evil 
which exists in it. Unaccustomed to depend upon 
the precarious subsistence, which they may derive 
from a sale of their votes, they are continually ex- 

PART II. VOL. IV. B 
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WELCH COUNTIES AND BOROUGHS, 

ercised in being useful to the community, by the 
laborious employments in which they are engaged. 
Unlike the inhabitants of the rotten boroughs, 
who enjoy at one time the extreme of luxury, and 
at another are reduced to the most abject poverty, 
they divide amongst their families the hard, but 
ivell earned fruits of their labour apd thejr industry. 

ANGLESEA, 

Anglesea is an island and county in North 
Wales, being about 24 miles long, 18 broad, and 
80 in circumference, containing 200,000 acres of 
land. It sends two members to Parliament. The 
county is divided into six hundreds, vi?. Llyfon, 
Maltraeth, Menai, Talybolion, Twrcelyn, and 
Tyndaethwy ; and contains 6|680 houses and 
33,806 inhabitants, being 15J74i males and 18,031 
fema^s, of whom 2,614 were returned employed 
in trade and manufacture, and 9,766 in agriculture 
It is separated fronj Caernarvonshire by a long 
qarrow straight, called the Menai, and the other 
$ides are entirely surrounded by the Irish sea. 
The chief products are cattle and corn ; and, in fa- 
vourable seasons, great quantities of barley and 
pats are exported, with many thousand bead of 
cattle; besides sheep sind hogs, which annually 
cross the ferry of M^oai, to tbe main land, The 
wealth and population of th^ island has of late 
years received a considerable increase, from the 
f^covtry of the famous copper i^in£», or Farys 
n^Q^u^iain^ two roiks frpw Amlwch^ tk/^l^ngmt 
bed of prjB ^ tjiat met^ in tbje known world, Jt 
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is wrought similar to a stone quarry, quite ex- 
posed. A lead ore, rich in silver, is also found in 
the same iBOuntain. Here is likewise a quarry of 
green marble, intermixed with asbestus. Hus- 
bandry, in general, has received great improve- 
ment since smuggling, which used to be carried 
on here to a great extent, has been discontinued. 
Here are likewise found mill and grind-stones. 
The island is divided into 74 parishes, o( which 
most of the churches are situate near the shore, 
and lies in the diocese of Bangor. The principal 
town is Beaumaris, having a bay which affords 
good anchorage. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY* 

This county was empowered to send a knight 
of the shire to Parliament by the statute of 97th 
Henry Vni. The first return was in the 33rd of that 
king ; but we find, that the principality of Wales 
sent representatives to the English Parliament as 
early as the 1 5th of Edward H ; twelve out of each 
province of North and South Wales ; but whether 
they were chosen by the particular counties or 
provinces, is uncertain ; nor were there afterwards 
any further returns till the time of King Henry 
Vni., as aforesaid. 

There does not appear to have been any con- 
tested election for this county until the last cen- 
tury ; of which we find the following memoirs: 

Petitions. &c. Oct. 19, 1722. A petition 
of Owen Meyrick, esq., of Bodorgan, complaining 
of an undue return of the Honourable Richard 
Lord Bulkley, by increastng the number of firee*i> 

b3 
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holders by executing illegal conveyances, and 
making collusive estates of several houses or here- 
ditaments, of about ids. per annum, to several of 
his servants and other persons, to enable them to 
vote for the said Lord Bulkley ; and by the said 
Lord Bulkley and his friends using menacing 
words to doter several of the freeholders from poll- 
ing for the petitioner, together with other undue 
practices, &c. — Ordered to be referred. 
. Nov. 13, 1724. The same petition was again 
read and referred. 

March 13. Mr. Gybbon reported the matter of 
the said p tition as follows : 

That the committee had examined the matter of 
the said petition. The poll was — For Lord Bulk- 
ley 217 — The petitioner 148. 

That the petitioner objected to 111 of the said 
late Lord Bulkley's voters, 69 as not qualified by 
their estates to vote, and 41 as influenced by 
bribery or menaces : — That on the first head they 
called William Lewi«, esq., who said he knew all, 
or the tar greater part of the voters for this county, 
and had made it his business to speak with and 
enquire concerning them ; and gave evidence of 
their declarations and confessions as follows : — 
That five had only leases for years ; that 21 had 
freeholds by purchase within twelve months before 
the election, or by conveyances, executed within 
that time by Lord Bulkley, or others to qualify 
them to vote ; that eleven had no freehdWs ; that 
two voted for lands of which the^ mortgagees were 
in possession V that another was; only mortgagee 
for years; and fifteen persons' freeholds were under 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ANGLESEA. 

40s. per annum ; that two were not rated ; that 
three others were rated under 40^. per annum; 
and the rates were produced. 

Richard Thomas said that two others confessed 
to him they had no freeholds. 

That on the head of bribeiryand corrupt prac- 
tices, William Lewis, esq., said that 44 other 
voters had owned to him that they voted for Lord 
Bulkley for the following reasons, viz. six for 
money given by his lordship ; two for money 
given by his lordship's directions ; 88 for gifts, or 
promises of rewards by his lordship, of timber for 
repairs, fewel, marl, or the like ; another for the 
remittance of rent by his landlord, a friend of the 
said Lord Bulkley ; five others because of threats 
by his lordship ; another because of threats by his 
agent. 

Mr. Hugh Lewis said another was guilty of cor- 
rupt practices in the election. 

Thomas Evans, being examined, gave evidence, 
that five others had owned they voted for Lord 
Bulkley, because of gifts or promises of rewards by 
his lordship of the like nature as before. 

The counsel on the other side insisted that Mr. 
Lewis's evidence was not sufficient to disqualify 
so many voters, who generally had sworn to their 
freeholds at the election ; and called William 
Lewis of Tryselwyn, who said that five of those 
objected to had sufficient freeholds at the time of 
the election, and for several years before. 

William Owen, esq., and Hugh Price said the 
like as to 13 others objected to on the same head, 
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and ttro otherd were taxed at the ralue of 40^. 
yearly. 

William Lewis of Trysclwyn jiaid, as to bribery, 
that six of those voters were men of considerable 
estates, and 40 others men of substance, honest 
men, and whose characters and circumstances 
freed them from suspicion of bribery, and were 
all tenants to Lord Bellew, and as such, had al- 
ways voted in his interest, or were now induced 
thereto by his friends— Whereupon the committee 
resolved: 

'^ That the right honorable Richard late Lord 
Bulkley, Viscount of Cashell, in the kingdom of 
Ireland, was duly elected a knight of the shire to 
serve in this present Parliament for this county." 

The said resolution being twice read, was agreed 
to by the House. 

April 21, 1725. A petition of Thomas Lloyd of 
Llamden, esq., in this county, complaining of an 
undue return of Hugh Williams, esq., by John 
Ow^n, esq., the high sheriff, and Mr. Williams 
and hid agents, abusing and intimidating several of 
the freeholders who Came to vote for the petitioner, 
and by locking up others from voting for him, and 
by the said sheriff refusing to poll several persons 
who tendered their votes for the petitioner, and re- 
fusing to administer the oaths appointed to be 
taken by the freeholders ; and by the said sheriff 
admitting several persons to poll for Mr. Williams 
who had no right; and by many undue practices 
and bribery, the said Mr. Williams procured him- 
self to be returned, though the petitioner Was duly 
elected. 
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Ordered to be referred to the Committee of Pri- 
vileges and Elections to examine the matter, and 
report the same with their opinion. — No report. 

1728. Thomas Lloyd, esq., petitioned, renewed 
second sessions. — No report. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The representation of this county has not been 
contested since the year 1784, when Mr. Bayley 
Was supported by the influence of his brother, the 
late Earl of Uxbridge, and Mr. Meyrick, by that 
of Lord Viscount Bulkley ; the former of these 
gentlemen was then successful. 

These two noblemen afterwards agreed not to 
oppose each other, either in this county or 
Caernarvon ; the present Marquis of Anglesea 
therefore, nominates the number for Anglesea 
without opposition, and Lord Viscount Bulkley 
unmolested, procures the return of a representative 
of his recommendation for the county of Caernar- 
von. 



BEAUMARIS- 

Beaumaris, a market town in Anglesea, Wales, 
249 i miles from London ; containing 267 houses 
and 1,576 inhabitants, of whom 126 were returned 
as being employed in trade and manufacture. It 
has a good harbour for shipping, and is a town 
corporate. The markets^ on Wednesday and Sa- 
turday, are well supplied with all sorts of provi- 
sions. 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This town sent members by act of parliament in 
the 97th of King Henry VIIL, by which it was 
imprivileged. The first returns were in the 33rd 
of King Henry VIII., and Newborough, now a 
decayed village, was the county town of Anglesea; 
but being exempted by act of parliament the 2d 
of Edward VI., from the payment of the members, 
the privilege was limited to this borough, which 
has returned ever ^ince. 

No memoirs of elections, whicji have been con- 
tested, appear until the reign of Queen. Ann, since 
which there have been several petitions. 

Petitions, &c. A petition of Owen Mey- 
rick, esq., mayor; Thomas Evans, bailiff; Wil- 
liam Meyrick, esq-, and William Wynn, gent., 
burgesses of the borough of Newborough, in the. 
county of Anglesea; and also of Thomas Jones 
and John Davis, burgesses of the borough of Beau- 
maris, in the said county in behalf of themselves 
and several other burgesses of the said borough, 
complaining of an undue return of Henry Bertie, 
esq., was read, setting forth that the right of elect- 
ing a burgess to serve in Parliament for the said 
borough, is in all the said burgesses of both bo- 
roughs ; 

That at the late election for the said boroughs, 
Sir Arthur Owen and Henry Bertie, esq., were 
candidates, and the majority of the burgesses pre- . 
sent voted for Sir Arthur Owen : 
That William Owen, esq., mayor, John Evans, 
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and Daikiel Parry, bailifis of Beaumaris, being 
friends to Mr. Bertie, rejected the votes of the pe- 
titioners, and a great number of the rest of the 
burgesses of both the said boroughs ; and Mr. Ber- 
tie has procured himself to be returned in wrong 
to the petitioners and Sir Arthur Owen, who was 
duly elected as aforesaid ; and yet in the said re- 
turn no notice is taken of the borough of New- 
borough : praying such relief as the House shall 
think fit. 

Ordered, this petition be heard at the bar of this 
House on the 2nd of April. 

Nov. 28, 1709. A petition in substance .the same 
with the former, was read and referred to the C6m«* 
mittee of Privileges to examine, and report with 
their opinion. 

Jan. 95y 1709. Mr. Compton reported from the 
Committee of Privileges and Elections, the matter 
relating to a contempt complained of by Sir Arthur 
Owen, in disobeying an order of the said com- 
mittee, made for inspecting and taking copies of 
the charters, poor's rates, and other parish books, 
and other public town books or papers belonging 
to this borough of Beaumaris. 

That the order was served upon the persons to 
whom directed, jbut they refused the said Sir Ar- 
thur's agent to inspect the said charters, books, 
and papers. 

Mr. David Lloyd said, he served the order of 
the committee, (which he produced) on Mr. Grif- 
fith Parry, town clerk of Beaumaris, on the 3nd 
instant, and desired the inspection of the charters, 
but he waiA answered they were locked up in a 
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ebest that had three locks, and he would 6dd^^ 
vour to get the keys the next day ; that the next 
day he applied to him again, and to Mr. Harrison, 
one of the bailiffs, who shewed him some books 
and papers, and shewed him an English copy of 
the charter, but refused to shew other of the said 
books and papers, some of which they owned were 
in the before mentioned chest, and others in the 
cupboard ; and said. Parry told him the charter of 
Queen Elizabeth was at London, and they could 
not come at any writings and papers that were in 
the town chest, pretending one of the three keys 
was lost, and refused ^ to open the cupboard, of 
which he owned they had the key. 

Mr. Lloyd Bodville said, on Wednesday, the 
4th of January, he demanded of the town clerk, 
the inspector of the charter, books, and papers 
mentioned in the order of the committee, but was 
absolutely refused to inspect the same, or to be let 
into the room, though he owned there were several 
records there. 

A motion was made to re-commit the report^ 
but disagreed to. 

Ordered — Mr. Griffiths Parry to be taken into 
custody of the sergeant at arms. 

18th. Mr. Compton reported, that the counsel 
for the petitioners alleged the right of election of 
burgesses for this borough is in the mayor, bailiffs, 
and burgesses in general of the boroughs of Beau- 
Hlaris and Newborough. 

They first read the statute of 27 of Henry VIIL, 
estitled concerning laws to be used in Wales^ 
which enacts " that erery borough which is a shire 
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^^ town within the dominion of Wdes, (except 
** Merioneth) shall choose one bnrgess, and the 
^* burgesses' fees be gathered as well of the bO'> 
<^ roughs, as they be burgesses of, as of all others 
*♦ the ancient boroughs within the same:" also, 

The statute of 35 Henry VIIL, concerning 
liie payment of their fees and wages, which enacts, 
♦* The burgesses of all the boroughs shall be 
*• contributary to the payment of the burgesses' 
" wages of the said shire towns, shall have like 
*' voice and authority to elect, name, and choose 
** the burgesses of the said shire towns, like, and 
*' in such manner as the burgesses of every the 
** said shire towns have, or use to have/' 

Counsel alleged, that Newborough was a shire 
town till the reign of Edward the Vlth., and read 
the statutes of 2nd and 3rd of Edward the Vlth., 
for keeping the sessions and county days for An- 
glesea at Beaumaris ; which after ** appointing 
*' the great sessions, shire, or county days, and 
" sessions of the peace, at Beaumaris, discharges 
'* the borough of Newborough from payment of 
** the wages to the burgesses who shall be returned 
** for Beaumaris ;" which exemption they insisted 
was given for removal of the County Court to 
Beaumaris. Read also a charter of 17th of Ed- 
ward II., whereby it appeared Newborough was 
then a corporation. 

And to prove the customary usage of the bur- 
gesses of Newborough, voting for a burgess to 
serve in Parliament for Beaumaris, they called 
Mr. Rowland, who said, he had known Newbo- 
rough 55 y£iars past, and that the inhabitants have 
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claimed to vote for a member oF Parliament for 
Beaumaris for 48 years, and when Mr. Owen 
Hughes, who was mayor of Newborough (and he 
thinks recorder of Beaumaris) stobd for Beaumaris, 
he sent to the burgesses of Newborough to come 
and vote for him, and about 30 of them went thi- 
ther accordingly; but when they came, Mr. 
Hughes thanked them, and desired them to go 
home, for that the election was agreed ; and that 
he remembered another controversy when) he waa 
a youth. 

That he was a burgess of Newborough, but had 
quitted it since the last election. 

Mr. Williams said, he was bred up under Mr 
Hughes, and remembers the burgesses of Newbo- 
rough came to Beaumaris to vote, but cannot say 
he saw them vote, or sign a return. 

For Mr. Bertie, it was insisted, the right was in 
the mayor, bailiff, and capital burgesses of Beau- 
maris only, and that Newborough was not now a 
corporation ; for although they had a charter of 
17th of Edward H., yet the last charter was in 
the 15th of Henry VHI., reciting all the former 
charters ; which said charter was surrendered the 
year following. 

Read the original record from the rolls of said 
charter and surrender. 

Read also the statutes of 9nd and 3rd Edward 
VI., reciting that assizes, &c., had been for 250 
years at Beaumaris, and removed above 45 years 
before to Newborough, upon a false representa- 
tion to Henry VII. ; and because the village is 
not fit for the said purposes, the said courts 
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are removed to Beaumaris ; and enacts, that New- 
borough shall thenceforth be free of the charges 
of any burgess, to serve in Parliament for Beau- 
maris ; and insisted, as the surrender of the char- 
ter determined the corporation, so the statute de- 
termined their right of voting for members of 
Parliament for said borough. 

Read also a charter of Queen Elizabeth, whereby 
the right of election of a burgess to serve in Par- 
liament for this borough is vested in the mayor, 
two bailiffs, and 31 capital burgesses ; and also a 
return of a burgess 39th Elizabeth, by which they 
appeared to have elected in pursuance thereof. 

Upon the whole, the committee was of opinion, 

" That the right of election of a burgess to serve 
in Parliament for this borough is in the mayor, 
bailiffs, and capital burgesses of Beaumaris only." 

^' That Henry Bertie is duly elected for the said 
borough ;*' to which the House agreed. 

Oct. 18, 1799. A petition of William Bodwell, 
esq., one of the burgesses of the borough of New- 
borough, in the behalf of himself and several others 
of the burgesses for the said borough against the 
return of the Hon. Henry Bertie, esq., shewing 
that the right of electing of burgesses to serve in 
Parliament for Beaumaris is in. all the burgesses of 
the said borough of Newborough, as well as in the 
burgesses of the said borough of Beauniaris; that 
at the election of members to serve in Parliament 
for the said boroug)), the said Mr. Bertie and the 
petitioner were candidates ; that the majority of 
Che bui^esses of* the said boibugh gave their votes 
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for the petitioner ; that the mayor and bailiffs of 
the said borough of Beaumaris, favouring the aaid 
Mr, Bertie, rejected the votes of great numbers of 
the burg^ses of the said borough of Newborough* 
and with violence hindered others from coming 
into the Guildhall of the said borough of Bmu- 
maris to give their votes for the petitioner; and 
by these and other undue practices, the said Mr. 
Bertie procured himself to be returned for the said 
borough of Beaumaris. 

Ordered : '^ That the said petition be referred to 
the Committee of Privileges and Elections, and 
that they do examine the matter tbejreof, and te^ 
port the same.*' 

Also, a petition of Lloyd Bodwell, esq., mayor, 
John Powell, bailiff, John Hughes, Rice Hughes^ 
and John Williams, burgesses of the borough of 
Newborough, in behalf of themselves and several 
other burgesses of the said borough, complaining 
of an undue return of the said Mr. Bertie by the 
aforesaid undue practices ; and adding, that several 
of the burgesses were in a riotous manner forced 
out of the Guildhall of the said borough of Beau- 
maris, and others assaulted and wounded ; the 
doors of the said Guildhall were shut, to hinder 
the said burgesses from going into the same to give 
their votes for the said Mr. Bodwell, &c. 

Ordered alio to be referred in like manner with 
the first petition against Mr. Bertie. 

Jan. 10, 1794. The petition of Mr. William 
Bodwell was i^ain resul, and referred as before. 

Not. is, 1/84. The said petition was ^ain 
read, and referred as before ; but no report appears. 
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Id 1728-9, William Bovell, esq., p^titioued, 
aod Henry Bertie, esq,, petitioned. 

March 3, 1789. '' That the right of election 
is in the mayor, bailiffs, and capital bui^essesonly, 
and the sitting members duly elected/' 

CORPORATION. 

By charter of incorporatioa of ^tb Elizabeth, it 
consists of a mayor, recorder, two bailiffs, and 3t 
burgesses. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

March, 1709, and March 3, 1799. In the Mayor, 
Bailiffs, and capital Burgesses of Beaumaris only. 
Number of voters— 24. 
Returning oFFicER--*th6 Mayor. 
PATRON-^Lord Viscount Bulkley. 

political character. 

By the act of parliament made in the 97th of 
Henry VIII., all the ancient boroughs in Wales 
were to vote for one member to represent them in 
Parliament, and Newborough united with this 
place in electing a representative, but in the se- 
cond and third year of Edward VI., Newborough 
was discharged by the court of grand session from 
contributing to the payment of the member ; and 
tkis was made a pretence for deprivii^ that place 
of the right of voting, though (every otheir borough 
in the kingdom has since committed the samo 
cause of forfeiture. 

In the 4th of Elizabeth a new chitfter wm ob-^ 
tained, appointing a coiporatioa, cousitfttirig of 84 
hoi^asses, who were to choose firom amoi^st them>- 
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selves a mayor and two bailiffs, and elect a re- 
corder and member of Parliament. Thus the people 
of Beaumaris were deprived of the right of voting 
as well as those of Newborough, and this right 
became vested in a select body of 94- individuals. 

This will also appear to be the origin of exclusive 
rights in every city and borough where such limi- 
tations have been introduced. It cannot be too 
often repeated, that the right of election was every- 
where in the housekeepers at large, till it was first 
confined to the freeholders in counties by the fa- 
mous statute of the 8th of Henry VI., and in 
cities and boroughs by new charters, and special 
resolutions of Committees of Privilege. 

This town is the only place in Wales where the 
right of election has been limited to a corporation, 
and where thirteen individuals, which is a majo- 
rity of this select body, return the member. Lord 
* Yiscount Bulkley has the influence and direction 

of this corporation. 



BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 

Brecknockshire isa county of Wales, bounded 
by Radnor on the north, Cardiganshire and Car- 
marthenshire on the west, Herefordshire and Mon« 
noouthshire on the east, and by Monmouthshire 
and Glamorganshire on the south. It is about 36 
miles long, 30 broad, and about 100 in circumfer- 
ence^containingnear5l3,300 acres of land, of which 
S33,000 acres are in a state of cultivation, and 
185,600 acres are waste, and unfit for cultivation. 
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It contains six hundreds, viz. Biuhb^ Crickhowel, 
Devynnock; Mertbyr, Penkelly, and Talgarth; 
has four market- towns, Brecon, Builth, Crick- 
howe], and Hay ; and 63 parishes, containing 
6»dl5 houses, and 31,633 inhabitants, being 15,393 
males and 16,S40 females, of whom 14,346 were 
.returned as being employed in agriculture, and 
4,804 in various trades and manufactures. It is 
one of the most mountainous counties of Wales, 
the Vann or Brecknock Beacon being reckoned 
the loftiest mountain in South Wales. The cbi^f 
commodities are corn, cattle, fish, and otters' fur, 
besides manufactories of cloth and stockings. Near 
the borders of Glamorganshire, which abound with 
coal and iron ore, there have lately been esta- 
blished several iron founderies and forges. It re- 
turns two members to Parliament, being one for 
the county and one for Brecknock, the county 
town. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county first sent a member to Parliament 
by virtue of the statute of the 27th of Henry VIII; 
The memoirs concerning the elections we have 
met with are as follow : ^ 

Petitions, &c. In 1660, there was a contest 
between Sir Herbert Price and Sir Henry Wil- 
liams, which was referred to the Committee of 
Privileges and Elections, and heard before them. 

July 19, 1661. Information was^ given to the 
House, that Colonel Melburne Williams, attend- 
ing as a witness for Sir Henry Williams, was ar- 
rested at the suit of one — — Page by Gecwrge 

FART II. VOL. IV. C 
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Watsoa^ one o# the baili A of Westmimter, on a 
capiiu €,d fespon^endum. , . 

Ordered : ^< That the said Mr. Willktms be dis- 
charged without paying any fees." 

July 23. Sergeant Charleton reported ftom the 
committee, touching the differences between Sir 
Herbert Price and Sir Henry Williams, in the 
election for this county, several' miscarriages 
therein ; and the opinion of the eommittee that 
the said election was void ; which was agreed to 
by the House. 

Ordered a new writ. 

Nov. 90. A complaint was made in regard to 
the last writ ordered for the election of a knight 
of the shire for this county. 

93. Ordered, " That Walter Vaugban, 

late sheriff of this county, be discharged of farther 
attendance, paying his fees.*' 

On Sergeant Charleton's report as to the busi- 
ness in suppressing the writ for this county, or- 
dered, ** That for the future, when any writ shall 
be delivered for any election of any member to 
serve in Parliament, the party that dolh receive 
the writ shall deliver, or cause the same forthwith 
to be sent, to the proper officer of the place for 
whidft the election is to be made. 

Upon this election, Mr. Jefferys was chosen, 
and Mr. Probers complaining of the undue elec- 
tion of Mr. Jeflferys as knigh4? for this county, the 
committee bad examined the witnesses on both 
sides; and are fully sal^isfied the writ was long de-^ 
tallied, and the election not made in the usual 
place; thai many who were fM Mp. Ptodg^s were 
refused, discouraged, or delayed^ and the poll ad- 
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jotirh^d M hifi prej tocRce ; ^n* *y«** iitdlWcrt kiahi 
iisted t6 advOTice the? nurafeers of electors itit irfr*. 
Jefferys, aAd to t^inisli «he fi»utWber of thb^ 
who were for Mr. Prot^erd, #ho woirld hfevi hsrfl 
th^ majority if* the di^Ctteri liadfc^n ftirty (iiari'ted; 
and the bpmion of the' idtHfrtnyMfee, th#t th^'ieftec* 
tfen of the iaid Mr * JeflfeyeVs fe ^oid ; in which iht 
Mou«ri agjreed. Ordefed, a BCti^ #ri»t. 

Wov. 96, 1694. A pet*l!iori Of SWt RowkM 
GitynA; c5oifipHaimng of aft utidti6 iretOfrt of Ed* 
ward Jones, esq., by the partiality of fhe dherfif, 
aid sfeveri'I illegiV'jSJta^ct'h^es^ used by him and 
6th(si^, nfatiy persons w&e adtai*^^* t6 ^bfe Who 
virir^ hot frefeftolders, afnd^ OTihcrs' W«^ digtieri»ed 
and influenced in giving their votes; and at la^t'd 
fels^ return ^as made in prejVidtee of the^ peiitknier 
and frefeholders of the couiity. ; 

Feb. ^9, 1696. Colonel Granville reported j 
that the committee had examined tfhe merito of 
the election; that upon the poll the numbers 
were — ^fbrMr. Jones 812 — the petitioner 717. 

It was insisted for the petitioner that there wero 
many ill practices at the election ; and called Mr. 
Daniel Williams, Mr. Powell, and others, who 
said, that the poll at this election lasted six days, 
whereas it qsed to be but two : that on the Satur- 
day about 500 appeared, and but 6S polled ; that 
the poll was adjourned at three o'clock at Mr. 
Jones's request; that there were several who Were 
ready to havie polled for Sir Rowland Gwynn ; 
and, by reason of the market on the Monday fol- 
lowing, were not polled. 

That thefe Was a court-feet of the Bishop of St. 
c ? 
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David's ante*dated, and made at the time of the 
electioiit as beliered, to take off Sir Rowland 
Gwynne's voters ; for that several who were for 
him were summoned to that court. 

That on Tuesday, the last day of the poll, the 
sh^iff dismissed the country, without proclama* 
tion, at three o'clock, though desired to continue 
the poll, and adjourned till six, then cast up the 
poll, by which many of the petitioner's votes were 
left unpolled, particuhurly one Thomas Davis, who 
was present. 

That before the sheriff adjourned on Tuesday, 
Mr. Darnel Williams desired him to call several of 
the petitioner's voters; but he (the sheriff,) re- 
fused. 

That when the poll was over, he desired to be 
present when the poll was cast up, but was de- 
nied ; and nobody was present for the petitioner, 
though a scrutiny was promised. 

Jbat they desired to make good several excep* 
tions taken at the time of the polling : but this 
was not granted. 

But it appeared to the committee, that there 
was one of each side did attend to see the poll 
^ fairly taken ; and if any was excepted to, they 

were sworn. 

That one who voted for the petitioner was pre- 
sently imprisoned by the under-sheriff. 

That several persons who voted for Mr. Jones 
had owned that seven several voters were threat- 
ened by several persons, or they would have voted 
for the petitioner. 

That George George had no freehold, though 
he swore he had forty shillings a-year, and stid he 
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did it at the pressing instance of Mr. Jones and 
his friends, and that Mr. Jones gave him five shiU 
lings for voting. 

That Watkin Beavor promised to vote for the 
petitioner^ but voted for Mr. Jones, and said he 
was persuaded to it by Mr. Jeffereys and his mo* 
ther, who released him of 38 shillings rent. 

That John Morgan was fined 90 shillings, and 
Toted for Mr. Jones, upon the promise of Owen 
-Morgan to get him discharged. 

That David Bevan had four shillings to buy 
shoes for voting for Mr. Jones ; that John Wat- 
kiM was promised a grey coat and a horse. 

That one scrupled to swear, but Jenkins per- 
suaded him. 

That the petitioner said he could disqualify se- 
veral of Mr. Jones's votes, but the committee did 
not admit him, because contrary to the former 
votes of the House. 

For Mr. Jones were called, Mr. Henry Williams 
and Mr Winter, who said the candidates agreed, 
and cast lots which hundred should be polled firsts 
and it came to Mr. Joneses tot to choose the first : 
that the qualifications of the electors were settled; 
and, amongst the rest, it was agreed, that those 
who had leases, and Quakers who could make out 
their estates, should vote. 

That before the county was dismissed, the 
sheriff asked if they had any more voters, and Mr. 
Daniel Williams called several, but they did not 
appear ; whereupon, at the request of Mr. Mantel, 
who appeared for the petitioner, the sheriff dis- 
missed the county. 
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Tbat the sheriff dU si^y he he was offered 100/^ 
40 IPQV^ a. double return. 

Mr. Wiiliam Williams said tljie ^bariff ask^ 
if there were ^qy mpre to poll jlbr tb« jietitioiier ? 
And joojiie appei>rij9g,;he adjouroed to cat* up and 
jei^^mipe i^e pol}; thatB. Jajine^ aal^ed i^^w the 
electiori w<ept ; ^ftd ^id 100/. for 100 voices for 
the petitioiipr. Mr. HariCOMrt denied his threat- 
leping qi\e Hughesi and aaid be only deaired bim 
to vote for Mr. Joq^^ as bia neighlKHir ; aii4 £4- 
lyard i 1 ugb^ 4enmdihe was thr^tened, as rbtEged 
by the petitioner's. evidence. 

Mr. ^lcHle9 then offered tp disfqualify aon)^ of 
the petitioner's Voters, but the Gonainittee did not 
admit him so to do, for the reasons befoiiie atated : 
jupoq phe whole, the comiQittee resolved: 

'' Thaf (idwap) Jone9, e$<^., ia duly eleeted;" 
to which the liou§e agreed. 

Oct. tzJS, 1722. A petition of Roger Jones, 
^aq>« coniplaining of an undue return of William 
Gwyn V^aughaii» esq., by many corrupt an4 illegal 
practices.— No report. 

1735. William Gwyn Vaughan, esq., petir 
ti<mf4 : re^wed m 2d sessiQna.--T-.No report. 

The principal interest in tbiacoiinty i&ifi Mar- 
qms Camden, as heir to the family of Jefi«ries of 
tbe Priory, in Brecknockshire ; ai»d Sir Cbwrtea 
Morgan, bart., of Tred^far, in the county oi Mon- 
fii<i)Mth. The preaejBt member ia pet4ir«cd by lb© 
iprmer interest ; bu« the f^cnily ^ Af oegna refii«H 
j^ented it in the twelve preceding Pafliaaieata» 
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BRECKNOCK. 

B&iscKVotki the town and capital of Breck*- 
nockshire, Wales, called by the Welch Aber Hon" 
d€jf^ h seated at the confluence of the rivers Hon- 
dey and Uske» ovor which there is a stone bridge* 
The streets are narrow, dirty, and irregular, and 
the houaes in general mean. It has three churcheSf 
and contains 499 houses and S,576 inhabitantSy 
of whom 6i4 were retairned ai being employed in 
trade and manufacture. Tl^ market is on YfeA^ 
nesday and Saturday. Faiiis, May 4, July 5, 
September 10, and November 17- There are se* 
veral traces of old Roman encampments in the 
neighbourhood. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This town first sent a mCTaber to Parliament 
oiMio S7 Henry VIII. It was incorporated in 
\565 by charter of Qneen Mary. The memoirs 
relating to the election of its members in Parlia-' 
meat we have met with are these : 

Petitions, &c. Jan. 6, 1640. Resolved upon 
the question, ^' That Mr. Herbert Price^ returned 
a burgess for this borough, shall sit here fts a mem-* 
ber till his election be avoided. 

Resolved upon the question, *' That Mr. Ro-* 
bert Williams shall not sit as a member of this 
House till bis election be decided. 

May 17» 1660. Sergeant Charleton reported 
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from the committed touching the double return 
for this town, that Sir Herbert Price was returned 
by one indenture, and Kingsmill Lucy, esq., by 
another : and the opinion of the committee that 
-Sir Herbert Price was duly elected, and ought to 
sit as a burgess for this town ; to which the House 
agreed. 

March 19) 1678. A petition of Thomas Man-* 
sel, esq., complaining of undue practices used 
by the bailiff of this town^ in returning of John 
Jeffereys, esq., to serve in this present Partiament 
as a burgess, &c. 

April 1, 1679. Sir Thomas Mears reported, 
tjhat the committee had taken into consideration 
the matter of the return for this borough ; andx it 
appears that to the writ fpr Brecon is affixed an 
indenture, dated the 38th of February last, be<- 
tween Uichard Jopes and Lancelot Herbert, alder<^ 
men of this borougb,and many otherburgessesof the 
said borough, of the one part, and Thomas Bulcot, 
sheriff of the said county, of the other part: where- 
by the said alderman and burgesses had chosen 
Thomas Mansel^ esq. ; but the bailiff is neither 
pai^y, nor hath set his l^and and seal to it. 

Also, another indenture is affixed to it, dated 
the same day, between the said sheriff oft the 
county of Brecon of the one part, and John Wal- 
ters, bailiff of the said borough of the other part, 
whereby the bailiff, with the whole assent and 
consent of the burgesses there, by virtue of a war- 
rant of the said sheriff to the said bailiff directed, 
hath made choice and election of John Jeffereys, 
esq., to be the burgess of the said borough, signed 
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2sad sealed by said bailiff and bufgeaaeft, and also 
affixed the common seal of the said borough : 

Whereupon the committee resolved: ** That 
the indenture, wherein John Jeff€reya> esq., is re- 
turned, is well and duly returned;'' with which 
the House agreed. 

April 5, 1690. A petition of Charles Mcnrgan, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Jeffrey 
Jeffereys, esq., by several ill practices, &c. 
Ordered* to be referred, but no report appears. 
Dec. 17, 1698. A petition of Jeffi^y Jeffereys, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Thomas 
Morgan, esq., by many illegal practkes, particu- 
larly by the sheriff of Brecon, who acted very par- 
tially against the petitioner, and returned Mr. 
Morgan, &c. 

Ordered to be refernsd. 

Nov. 37, 1699* This petition was again pre- 
sented and referred, but never reported. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of Edward Jeffereys, • 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Roger 
Jones, esq., by bribery aod many other undue 
practices. 

Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 
Oct. S5, 1739. A petition of the burgesses of 
this town, complaining of an undue return of Wil- 
liam Moi^an, esq., by several unwarrantable pro- 
ceedings 

Ordered to be referred. 

Dec. 6. A petition of divers persons, whose 
names are subscribed, being the major part of the 
legal burgesses of this town or borough, relating 
to the petitioning of the burgesses of the said 
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towfi» compUintngof an undue ekction and return 
for the said tawn, (which waa referred to the Com«- 
mittee of Privileg«^ and filections the 35th day of 
October last,) being offered to the House, and the 
question being put that the said petition be 
brought up to the table, it passed in the negative. 

17^* *)obn Pratt, esq., petitioned against Tho- 
mas Morgan, esq. No report. 

17S&. John Jefferies, esq., petitioned. — No re- 
port. 

COilPORATION. 

Consists of two bailiffs, 19 aldermen, and 15 
common-councilmen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION 

In the Corporation and free Burgesses. 
Number of voters — near 300. 
Returning oFFicsRS«*^the Bailiffs. 
Patron — Sir Charles Morgan, bart. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Thif borough has been under the influence of 
Sir Charles Morgan and his ancestors ever since 
the yexjt 1754. 

Th& right of election in this place is not limited, 
as at Beaumaris, to a self-appointed corporation of 
94f individuals, but extends to the burgesses at 
large of the town of Brecknock, who are mostly 
dependent on the property of the wealthy patron. 
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CARDIGANSHIRE. 

Cardiganshire: is a county of South Wales, 
bounded on the north by Merionethshire and 
Montgomery, on the east by Radnor and Breck- 
nock, on the west by the Irish Sea, and on the 
south by Carmarthenshire. It is about 40 miles 
liMif, and about SO broad, containing 300,000 
acres of land, whereof 145,000 acres are in pas- 
turage, and about 100,000 acres in a course of til- 
lage. The county contains S,819 inhabited houses, 
and 4S,9«56 inhabitants, being S0,408 males and 
Sl^,548 females, of whom S,896 were returned as 
being employed in trade and manufacture, and 
lf),51 1, as persons chiefly employed in agriculture. 
The tounty is divided into five hundreds, viz. 
Geneurglyn, Har, Moddyn, Pennarth, and Troe- 
dyroyr ; has five market-towns, viz. Aberystwitb, 
Cardigan, Llanbadarnvawr, Liatibedar, and Tre- 
garon, with 77 parishes ; sends two members to 
Parliament, being one for the county and one for 
the county-town. It lies in the diocese of St. 
David's and province df- Canterbury, and is in* 
cludbd in the south-west circuit. Grass amount 
of assessment under the property *-tax, 1806, 
\7S^^\Si. Amount of money raised for the rnnin- 
teiumee of the poor in 180S, 10,197/*» being tt the 
rale of 9#* l^« in the pound. 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county has returned members to Parlia- 
ment by the stat. 27 Henry VIII., and has ever 
since returned. The memoirs of elections, and 
matters relating to them, which we have met with, 
here follow. 

Petitions, &c. A petition of the gentry and 
others, freeholders of this county, was read. 

Ordered : " That new writs be issued for elec^ 
tion of members to serve in this present Parliament 
for this county and town." 

Ordered : " That it be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Privileges and Elections to examine the 
misdemeanor about miscarriage of the writ for 
elections of members to serve for this country ; 
and that the committee do sit this afternoon to 
examine this business. 

There doth not appear to be any report made 
from the committee of this matter. 

Feb. 4, 1688. A petition of John Vaugfaan, 
esq., complaining of an undue election and return 
of a knight of the shire to serve in this present 
<;onvention for this county, in prejudice of the pe- 
titioner. ^ 

June SO, 1689. Colonel Birch reported from 
the said committee the state of the case as it ap- 
peared to them, viz. 

For the petitioner, the counsel insisted, that 
there being two coroners of this county, who ought 
to have made the return, the return was made only 
by one of them, viz. Morris alone ; and though 
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there was an agreement between the candidatefs 
not to poll the non-residents, yet they were polled 
for Mr. Lewis, and refused for the petitioner ; and 
there was an agreement to adjourn the poll till 
Mondny, yet the coroner closed it on Saturday } 
and called Mr. Price, one of the coroners, who 
said Mr. Morris denied to seal up the poll books 
at the first adjournment ; and it was agreed the 
non-residents should be laid aside on both sides, 
and Mr. Yaughan's non-residents were sent out of 
town; but next day Mr. Lewis's non-residents 
were called and admitted ; that on Saturday night 
Mr. Lewis desired seven of his men might be 
polled, because they lived at some distance ; and 
it was agreed, after polling seven each, the poll 
should be adjourned ; that they after polled about 
seven each ; but he went away, and Mr. Morria 
returned Mr. Lewis without his consent ; that se- 
veral of Mr. Vaughan's non-residents, who offeredi 
to poll, were refused. 

Mr. David Lloyd and others witnessed the 
agreement about the non-residents, and the sending 
away Mr. Vaughan's non-residents, and also for 
the adjournment of the poll till Monday. 

They then called some persons to prove that 
Mr. Lewis polled some persons not qualified. 
John Thomas John said he was informed that 
James Evans had four nobles a-year, Richard John 
about 90 shillings, and David John Frees, some 
said four nobles, others SO shillings. 

Jones said Evans was not a freeholder of above 
3d shilli;igs per anmum^ James had not SO far- 
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things a-year, Richards 19 shillings a*year, and 
Hugh WittiaiDs no great matter; cannot say what. 

For Mr. Lewis it was insisted, that the po4I 
was iairiy carried on ; that the Prince of Granger's 
letter being delivered to Mr. Morris, the coroner, he 
gave the notice ; that the poll began on Thursday, 
continued till Saturday, which was sufficient to polf 
all that were polled ; that the non-residents were 
polled on both sides ; that there was no agreement 
for the adjournment of the poll till Monday after 
seven were polled; and Mr. Yaughan polled 90* 
after the said pretended agreement. 

Several witnesses were called, and upon the 
whole the committee resolved : 

•* That John Lewis, esq., is duly elected a 
knight of the shire to serve in Parliament for this 
county :*' to which the House agreed. 

Aprif 1, 1690. A complaint was made against 
the high-sheriff of this county, that he hath not 
yet made any return of the members to serve m 
this present Parliament for this county into the 
Crown Office. 

Ordered : *' That the high-sheriff of this county 
be taken into the custody of the sergeant at arms 
attending this House.'* 

44h. The high-sheriff having made his return, 
he was discharged, paying his fees. 

8lh. A petition of John Vaughan, esq., com- 
plaining of an undue return of Sir Cafbury Price, 
by the illegal practices of the sheriff, in entering 
into a confederacy and adjourning the poll, and 
admitting the voices of such as only had mort« 
gages, to poll for Sir Carbury Price ; and denied 
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persons of the same capaeitj, and better estates, 
to poll for the petitioner: that the high-sheriff 
adjourned the court so often, ahd to such distance 
of place, that he polJed the day after the writ was 
returnable ; and by such partiality, he returned 
SirCarbury Price to serve for the said shire, in 
prejudice to the county, and the petitioner, &c. 

6th. Mr. Vaughah presented another petition 
against the return of Sir Carbnry Price, complain- 
ing of very partial and illegal prt>ceedings of the 
sheriff. 

Nov. 98. Mr. Gray reported from the said com- 
mittee, theca^se, as h appeared to them upon the 
said petition. 

That the question was, whether the poll was 
duly adjourned from Aberystwith to Cardigan. 

Upon the poll, the numbers were — For Sir 
Carbury Price 1S5 — Mr. Vaughan 91- 
. That there is an act of parliament, 1st March, 
that says, That the sheriff's turn shall be held, 
aliernis vii^ibm, at Aberystwith and Cardigan ; 
and this time it was to be kept at Aberystwith. 

That the sheriff came down the 9th of March ; 
was not sworn till the 11th, and the election was 
the 19th. 

That the sheriff some time before the election, 
declared the turn was to be kept at Aberystwith, 
but for the ease of the county he would adjourn 
to Cardigan. 

For the petitioner, Marmaduke Williams said 
the sheriff declared all the voters should be polled 
at Aberystwith, before he adjourned to Cardigan ; 
that the election began 19th March, when they 
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were called by several lists, and some were polled 
on both sides; and the sh^eriff adjourned the poll 
till the next day, and promised Mr. Yaughan his 
list should be called first: the next day, the under- 
sheriff came, and began with Sir Carbury Price's 
list ; afterwards Mr. Vaughan delivered in a list of 
150 freeholders, of which only 24 were polled: 
and the under-sheriff said, *' adjourn to two at 
Cardigan,'^ and so adjourned to Cardigan without 
proceeding in that list ; though he believes there 
were several hundreds ready to poll for Mr. 
Vaughan, and many cried out to be polled. 

Jones said to the like effect the surprise of the 
adjournment, and said besides the 91 polled for 
Mr. Vaughan, he knew of 273 freeholders more 
ready to poll for Mr. Vaughan at Aberystwith. 

Haberly said, besides the 91 and 273 spoke of 
by Jones, he knew 49 other freeholders ready to 
poll for Mr. Vaughan. 

Rice Vaughan said, there were 485 freeholders 
who would have voted for Mr. Vaughan, whereof 
394 did not poll. 

That, on behalf of Sir Carbury Price, there was 
called William Powell, who said, he believed 
there was 100 unpolled for Sir Carbury Price, at 
the adjournment on the 20th of March, 12 
o'clock : that the reason the sheriff gave for the 
adjournment was, because he was advised that 
being the day of the return of the writ, he could 
not adjourn after 12 o'clock. 

George Powell said, that several houses were 
taken up at Cardigan for Mr. Vaughan, but he 
never came or polled there ; and Sir Carbury Price 
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resolved : . . 

^^ That the adj^riftfienl of the poH taken art the 
eltetioD, for a l^iiglit' of the siiii^for this couirt^, 
\y Ibc sihftviff 06 tbe said county fkim AbeiystWith 
to Cardigan 16 a [^n\ a»d good ad^cMirhment/'' 

^ Tha^ Sip CaAury Ffioe, bait., is^dtily elected 
a> fenght of tbe shire, to derv« in this present Paf<^ 
Isameofe for thid covmty/' 

These resolutions were read twice, and lipon 
tk|e saoond reading!, the fl^t w^a, on a division, 
agreed 10 i^a iiajori^ of three^ and theothei^ by 
pAftooiy. 

Ndv^ t% 1604; A warrant ibr ai new i^t waia 
ordo^ed for tbe eleotionf of a^ knight to set^^ for 
fhiatOHHity, in the room of Sir Carbury Pri^e, de- 
eeasted. And^ 

Dec. 7. A conpkint being made to the House, 
dmt the writ for the electing a knight of the shire 
finr this: county was not delivered to the sheriff. 

Resolved : " That all the writs for the electing, 
menibers to serve in Parliament, be sent immedi* 
ately to tbe proper offices, for ekecution^ thei^eof, 
with all convenient speed/' 

Nov. 2*, 17O8. A petition of Thomas Johnes, 
esqi, complaining of an undue return of Lewis 
Pryse, esq., by partiality of Nathaniel Griffin, 
esq., high shwff of the said county, threats, and 
other illegal practices. — Ordered to be heard lOtH 
Feb. imipt. 

N«r. 16> 1769^ Aftothet petitiott of Thomas 
Johnes, similar to last. 

J«a4 18; Mv: Compton reportfed the matter of 

PART II. VOL. IV. D 
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the said election : — That the poll was for Mr. 
Pryse 383 — the petitioner 347. 

But the counsel for the petitioner insisted, 
that the majority of votes was procured for Mr. 
Pryse by menaces, and other undue and illegal 
practices ; as also by the partiality of the sheriff, 
in the execution of his office, and by his refusing 
to administer the abjuration oath, though thereto 
required; and they called several witnesses on 
their behalf. 

Thomas Richards, clerk, said, that he is chap- 
lain to St. Mary's, in Cardigan, and his salary^ 10/. 
yearly ; but when Mr. Langharne had the estate^ 
he allowed him AGs. more, yearly ; and about 
three years after, Mr. Pryse purchased the estate t 
he went to his steward, and demanded his arrears 
of his 40«. yearly, which was not paid till some time 
before the election, when the steward pressed him 
for his vote : but he told him he would not be en- 
gaged before the election ; but was paid the three 
years arrears : that about five weeks before the 
election, Mr. Pryse asked his vote, and offered, if 
he would vote for him, he would make'his salary 
16/. yearly. 

Morgan Howells, esq., said, Mr. Pryse about 
nine days before the election, treated him and 
about fifteen others. 

That Mr. Pryse's counsel insisted that a scru- 
tiny ought not to be granted in a county election ; 
that Mr. J. Pryse had a majority of 36 upon the 
poll; that five or six proclamations were made be- 
fore the poll was closed. 

Several other witnesses were called and beard. 
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and the committee resolved: — ** That Lewis 
Prise, esq., is duly elected, which being twice 
read, was agreed to by the House/' 

March 31, 1715. A petition of Thomas Johnes, 
esq;, complaining of an undue return of Lewis 
Pryse, by many illegal practices: — Ordered to be 
referred to the committee. 

Aug. 8. Upon a call of the House, the name of 
Lewis Pryse, esq., being called over, and he not 
appearing :— Ordered, that the said Lewis Pryse, 
be sent for in custody of the sergeant at arms at- 
tendtog this House. 

Feb. 9. Reported — The messenger sent to bring 
Lewis Pryse in custody to this House, could not 
obtain him, when it wai^ ordered that he be pro- 
ceeded against with the, utmost severity. 

March 7. The sergeant at arms informed the 
House, that he had not heard from Mr. Pryse. 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the House, that he had 
received a letter from the said Mr. Pryse, which 
was read, stating that he was unavoidably pre- 
vented attending the House, by a very severe fit 
of the gout ; that he was sorry he had incurred 
their displeasure ; that he did not know how far 
a man was obliged to stand to the choice a county 
makes of him ; and complaining of force, that he 
did not ask a single vote, and that he hoped, un- 
der his unhappy incapacity, they would order a 
new writ. 

Resolved : '* That Lewis Pryse, esq., a member 
of this House, having been sent for, in custody 
of the sergeant at arms attending this House, the 
8th day of Aug. last, for not attending the service 
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of tbia^ House ; aad ha^yiog: qeveyi q]wlii£»dt lupiMlf 
ms a, member o^ this, Hou/»e, by taking tbe oaUiaal 
the table, be forthwith. btQiight up ia citftody/' 

93f!i. Mt. SpeaJIf^r acquainted* the House, that 
ih^ qi^s^engov who went pursuant to.tiie osdet oa 
the 7tb iwt. to. bjing h^^i^_ Ifryae, esq., up m 
custody, was returned : andi H^ said niessenger 
sf^tsAi his wa^ Sttill unab)^< t^ find: hin) ; but had 
received a, letter fi;om, JM(i;. ?i;yae,'a phyaiciapy steu 
iqg;, that Mjr. Pi^rae thoqg^t it omre advjaabbtfeo. 
be removed out of th^ way^ tban^to mak6 himselfi 
a prisoner in his sickly condition, t<jhe.conseqjifiMeft 
of w^hich wo^ld, be^ fa,taL tp^ hiin^ if h^ shouts^, be 
requimd^tp ufldwtpke a ipuffWR tQ l.opd<ni9 aa^hia 
physician, and th^ whplg: cojinfry could. infiNrm> 
them. 

^iQsolv.ed.: *' Xb^t Iee«Kipt,Pry,se, Qsq., aitnenober 
of this liouse, Iiaving been s^nt for in custody of 
the sergeant at arms ajfct^endwft tbm IJ<)U3e, the. 8th 
dpy of August laat, fpr: npft ^^nding the servjcesi 
of tbisi Hpuae ; and, havi^ never qu^jjSed) hifnself 
^s a inemb^r of thiaHous^, by. taking die, o^ijhfti at 
the table ; and. baying, been, on the 2nd, of lebv 
last, summoned to aurrend^rt himself into^custody. 
of the sergeanti at arms, upon, pain of beio^ pro- 
ceeded against with the utinoat sev.erjty ; andhcb 
having absconded) and peremptorily refn9^ to# 
surrender himself into custody, be fiwi tbfi, saiA 
contempt, expelled this House.*' 

M^rch 7j 1716. A petition of Tbom^t^Jofenfe, 
esq^, to the same efifect^ was agpin rqaA.and.rQ^ 
furred as before. 

Decv^, 1717. Ordered^ a warrant for ainfyw^ 
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writ, ft)r etectinj^ k knigtit oiF the shire for this 
oouiffjf^ *rt the room oi^Lewis Pryse, esq., expelled 
this House. 
^-^^172^. ThdWis Potr^ll, esiq., t)efitioned. 

POLITiCAX CHAkACtEit. 

Thfe |iHhfci|iAI mflu^hCe which prevails in this 
^tmmf, is that df the Earl of Lisburne, LorA 
Ca^<i(Jr; I^horhfeis Jb'hhfes bt Hafod House, esq., 
Uttd Majbh Powell, *of Nahtieos Park : the Former, 
teWeV^f", TS cbnSiderea as possessing the greatest 
iliwr^t; The Wtie Edrl df Li^burhe having rdpre- 
Wttted it iii five isutcfessivte ParliiamiBnts, previous 
td hh dtEii^sise, ^nd since the indisposition of the 
(iMdeiit Earf h^s prevented his being returned, 
Iftf. J<>tifl^s hds befen elected for the five last Par- 
tiilfHentb. 

CARDIGAN. 

CAktit^AJ^ is a marlcet and cbiihty town of 
^JlttiligaMhite, Wales, $f ifiiles from Aberystwith, 
ttkA 933 from Lbnfdon ; tidritaining 413 houses, 
and 1,911 luhkWlarit^, of ^t^hotn 173 only were 
rMurn^ iid b^ing eniployed in trade and manu- 
ftidtufe. It ijfands n^at the itduth of the river 
Tfeiv^, Oh the lt\iih Channefl, Market on Wed- 
nesdsly and SiatUrday. Fai^s, February 13, April 5, 
S^j^teffibe^ S, arid Dec^teiber 19. 

liBPRSSBNTATIT£ klSTOIlY. 

Thib UMh yfis Ittlprivileged to send a member 
«6 PiirlJiftferit ^7 ti€tity VlIL the contests con- 
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cerning the election of a burgess, which we find 
have come ^before the House of Commons, are 
these : 

The matter concerning an election for this bo- 
rough, as set out by Sir Symonds d'Ewes. 

Nov. 5, 1604. For the matter between Dr. 
Aubrey, doctor of civil law, and Mr. William De- 
labarr, b?irrister of the common law, of Lincoln's 
Inn, touching the burgessship of Cardigan, in 
Wales. The cause stood thus: — Cardigan has been, 
by ancient precedents, ever since the first year 
of Queen Elizabeth, a burgess town, and ever since 
the return hath been for Cardigan only. Now this 
Parliament, the sheriff* of the shire favouring the 
town called Aberystwith, after he had received 
the Parliament writ, sent his warrant to the bailiffs 
of Aberystwith to choose a burgess, &c., who 
chose a burgess, viz. Dr. Aubrey, and returned 
him a burgess for Cardigan and Aberystwith, and 
sheweth in the indenture the election to be made 
by both towns ; and the indenture was signed with 
the sheriff*'s hand. On the other side, the bailiffs 
of Cardigan, understanding the writ to be come to 
the sheriff, took notice thereof, and without war- 
rant from the sheriff made an indenture and elec<- 
tion of William Delabarr, and sent the same in a 
letter lo him. Mr. Delabarr sought the sheriff, 
or his deputy, in London, to deliver the indenture 
of Cardigan ; but not finding him^ delivered the 
same to the clerk of the crown, paid his fees, was 
sworn, and admitted into the House till this pre- 
sent day. Now at this Committee for Privileges, 
Dr. Aubrey came to complain: the committee 
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found upon the exatnination, that the county 
court was as well kept at Aberystwith as at Car- 
^ig^^f (altemis vieibusj and that the county 
court was to be kept this time at Aberystwith; 
so that when they went to the conference, both 
Aubrey and Delabarr were desired to depart forth, 
and upon consultation these questions arose :— 
Ist. Whether the House have power to fine the 
sheriff, because, according to the statute, he sent 
not his warrant to Cardigan ? next, if he be pu- 
nishable by the penalty of the statute ; also, if he 
hav^ pursued his authority in making his election 
at Aberystwith ; which are left, with the divers other 
doubts, to the discussion of the House on the 
next day, and to the report of Mr. Edward Hob- 
ble or Mr. Solicitor. Nothing more appears ; and 
this was taken from a private journal. Neither 
do we find it ever determined, 

April 13. Mr. Sergeant Snig reported the case, 
and quoted statute 35 Henry VHI., whereby 
the inhabitants of all the cities and boroughs in 
every of the twelve shires of Wales, not finding 
burgesses for the Parliament themselves, must 
bear and pay the burgesses wages within the 
shire towns of and in every the twelve shires 
in Wales ; the burgesses of every of the said cities, 
boroughs, and towns, which be, and shall be, 
contributary to the payment of the burgesses' 
wages of the said shire towns, shall be lawfully 
admonished, by proclamation or otherwise, by the 
said head officer of the said town, to come and 
give their elections for the electing of the said bur- 
gesses at the said time and plac6, lawfully and 
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rraionsblyf as doiali Jbe aesigned 4br dbe aaaie intent 
by tbesaicl beml lofioer of tbe gaidsbipe t<y«ra: ia 
which eleotioa the sauid bufg^ses uhsAl have like 
voioeg and authcM'ity to eleot, nmHc, and choose the 
burgess of the said erhiM towm, like, and /in such 
xntDDer as the said hmrgiesaes of the saeid ^biiie* 
t4H¥n have. 

— ^ 17. Moved, " That the Aefiff *of Gardh- 
gan might be sent &r, to answer his pvocealiiig^ 
at the eledtion fermerly cofDplained of;" and«(fi«^ 
piited whether by the sergeant or by attachMBM ; 
ami ireso>ivied iiipoa «|uestion to be seHtiiur by tiw 
«ei^0;»aat <yr his depMy. 

A^iil 3^. l^BS. Sergeant Charbton reported from 
the Cooivnttee of Privileges and Elections touojt*^ 
}Ug the election for the town of Cardigan^ between 
Mnr. t^hllips avid ^r Fcarvcis Lloyd ; that the qtnes^ 
tion did arise upon. the sitatute of 3S Hewy Yiil., 
ad to the notiice to be given of tlie ejection for 
members to serve for shire towns in Wates ; and 
t^ committee was of opinion, that notice of ail 
elections of fnembersfor shire towns ought) by 
the intent of the said act, tso be gdven to the oM- 
lH^(>rati<)ns and bovooghs, which <to neit sittd 
burgesses them^lves; and that no s«oh tnotioe 
being given, therefore the Section of the said Mr. 
Philips is void : to all which the House o^eeds 
and resoilved 4t accordingly. 

I^ 1708, Sk HuMphry Matd^wor^h, knt., p«ti«. 
tolled against 9k S'mum itrnfaomn^ hnt.-MS\8ti«ion 
withdrawn. 

In 1730) there was a dMibtel-^^niiny ^^. TboaMM^ 
Powell aind Hiobai^ Lli^d, esqr^. 
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May 7. ReMhre^ << T4i«it tlieliUt^miiDf th« 
borough of Tr^aroD have Tiot a right to vm% in 
the election for the town of Card^aa/' 

Kieaolved, ^' That the right of election is m X^ 
burgesses at large of the boroiigfas of Cai^igHth 
Aberystwith, Lampeter, and Aptar, only; and 
that Richard Lloyd, esq., is duly elected/* 

In 1744, Richani Lioy4,eaq., petitkyned against 
the return of Thomas Pryse, esq* This ptirtkNi 
was renewed /our «^mon« successively, and heard 
at the bar of the House January 23, 1746, when 
ike petitioner'^ ctmiisel represented that he was 
imt fotefHored to ippocoed, aad tksired the fannng 
might be deferred for three weeks, which beiag 
objected to by the cooosel for the burgesses who 
voted for the late sittiag faember^ Thomas Pryse, 
esq., deceased, prayings that, in reepeot of the 
time which had elapsed since the petitioner's first 
application, and of the opportunity thereby given 
him to be (ppeparred to prov« tfae all^atimia of his 
f^iljKHi ioight be dituBissed. 

Ordered : '' Tha* the jpetttion be diimissed, aod 
tb«t a mew writ be issited nt the Toom of the de^ 
oeaeed mrember." 

In 17^8^ Sir Herbert Lloyil petitioaed i^tiiKt 
the election of Mr. Congreve. — No repert. 

In 9774^ Thdmas Joknn, jun^ eaq., jw^tictied ^^}>^^^ 
a^»»n^ the election «f Sdr Robert Sttytb^ bart., ua, 3*35.' 
The "obairokan of the Gamitiittee af^poiatfed to try 
tbmoostevled ekctulD ififiirmed the •House, De^ 
oettber 7>» 477i^ ^ha^ the pelatiooct wm <dulf 
ehcimA, aiHd wgbt to hiive iMeii wlariMl t Md 
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tlift the fitting member was not duly elected. 
The return amended accordingly. 

Another petition was presented in 18 IS. Or- 
dered to be heard March 16» 1813, but the sitting 
member retained bis seat. 

CORPORATION. 

By charter of 25 Elizabeth, it consists of a 
mayor, two bailiffs, and IS aldermen. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

May 7i 1730. Is in the Burgesses at large of 
the boroughs of Cardigan, Aberystwith, Lampeter, 
and Aptar, only. 

Number of voters — upwards of 2,300. 

Returning officer — the Mayor. 
. Patron — Earl of Lisburne. 

political character. 

The political interest in this district of boroughs 
is nearly the same as that which prevails in the 
county. L#ord Gawdor was chosen for four Par- 
liaments previously to his being created a peer; 
and the Hon. John Vaughan, brother to the Earl 
of Lisburne, has been elected into the five sue* 
ceeding ones. 

In aiklitioQ to these two noblemen, Thomas 
Johnes, esq., John Adams, esq., Thomas Powell, 
esq,, of Nanteos, and Edward Loveden Lov^en, 
esq., of Buscot Park, in Berkshire, have a consi- 
derable interest in the outlying boroughs of Abe- 
rystwitb, Lampeter, and Adpar. At the last ge- 
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neral election, in 181 S, ibere was a contest, whieti 
the numbers on the poll were, for the Hon. John 
Yaughan 154 — Mr. Evans 141. 

The borough of Tregaron formerly voted for 
this district, but was deprived of that right by a 
resolution of the Committee of Privileges the 7th 
of May, 1730. 

In the year 1 136 the Welch obtained a complete 
victory near this town over the English army, 
commanded by Ranulph, Earl of Chester. In 
this battle the English soldiers were struck with 
such a panic, that they suffered themselves to be 
taken prisoners by the women ; the general, with 
a very few men, finding it difficult to make his 
escape. 



CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

Carmarthenshire is a county of South 
Wales, bounded on the north by the Severn Sea, 
or St. George's Channel, on the South by Cardi- 
ganshire, on the east by Brecknock and Glamor- 
gan, and on the west by Pembroke ; it is about 40 
miles long and 30 miles broad ; containing about 
520,000 acres of land, whereof 328,000 acres are 
in pasturage, 114,000 acres in tillage, and near 
100,000 acres are unfit for any cultivation. It is 
divided* into eight hundreds, viz. Camwallon, 
Carthinog, Cayo, Derllis, Elvelt, Iskennen, Kirk- 
welly, and Peffedd ; has one borough and five 
other market-towns, Kidwelly, Llandilovaur, 
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cdataiK 14^ pacJksbM, 13«4i9 i^hiftbtted bbiia^, 
and 67,317 inbabilaDts^ h^'mg dl,4S9 nlal^s ^tA 
85,87^ females, of whom 4^343 W6>i^ returiiM as 
h^fig eaaployt^ in tmdte aiM mafiufac^tufia, ^tA 
3Si^S in 4«ficultuf«* It htt6 mib«$ 6f coirts afifl 
lead, tbe working of wbicb, and th^ mauufabto^y 
•f wooUen stock ing^, are the ebief tf^dig 6f the 
county. Neat- to C^rthartheh tliay be seen thfe 
m^ns of K^rtelk K^irney, Wfaitih w^ situated 6ti A 
steep and inaccessibte rotk ; hUd in the iieighbdot- 
bood are vast caVetns, Sopposed to havi^ been co^- 
per-tnites of the RoAatt. It ^etatn^ tW6 tneihbeK 
to Parliament, mA lies in the diotese of St. D^vid'ft 
and province of Canterbury. Amount of assed§« 
ments under the property tax 1806, 378,814/.; 
amount of money raised for the maintenance of the 
poor in 1808, 17,046/., being at the rate of I9s. 9d. 
in the pound. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county sent a member to ParUamefrt by 
virtue of the statute of 97 H^rtry VIII. tfee 
memoh^ of itsekctioM^ arid mmttet^ <yf tbut t^l 
relating to its rapfesdntatives, wbicfa Pr^ Imve ifl6t 
with> are these followiag : 

Petitions, &g. Feb. 17, 1^7. Ittfe^rtrtftidti 
being ^vea («o the House) th^t Sir Hehi^ 
Yaqghaa being elected to serve for this cfdobty 
was outlawed, after }udgbient for a ddbt due oh a 
bond of 1000/.; and the questtoa beifag, wbfetlier 
het:aa be GODtia^ed r^fiiltur]^ a mteb«^ of the 
House. 
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4a^riL Xh l^iSgt. SeigeaoJ^ Cbaefastoa leported 
from the said committee the case of the eleatioo of 
Sift HeBr^ Yaughiin; and that the eomm?fe1iee 
wqi^qCoj^diqi^ that tbenewas aolhiog objee4M«it 
^g^imt Sir Hiei^y Yaughan to impede his sitting 
in Parliament, or that he was not duly elected a 
TQ^^mb^ ; wtNcb( l^ing debated, the House agreed 
in 1;hesaid QpinioQ, and nesotWed accofdkigly. 

In 1799, Sir ^iK^bohis WilliaBiB, barf., petitioned 
a^Wi^ the; ^le^^tion af Edward Rice, esq., com- 
[^^ing of, vmny illegaj practices used* by the she*- 
tiff 99d Qth09flb, v» Qodcr' tot favoov the return^ of the 

Q^. \8^%7j9^ IIIr;.Gybboniieporfted^the matter 
of thf^ s^id el^^kirtb u^ottlhe* said petition. — The 
p€^ wa3 fcr Mr>. Riice 5^^^the petitioner 588. 

That tbie petitioner's counsel produced eridence 
wl|icb djisqualifiedj three o€ Mr. Rice's voters, as* 
buiving only lea3ieboIds. for years determinable on 
lives, and no freeholds.; and objected to four 
otk^Wi ii^hich ^i^cFe admitted by Mr. Rice's counsel 
tft.be bad, v^otiefk. 

The>petiitjpiief'ac<Hin8eL alleged, that the peti^ 
tppjD^ coi|i4 disqiualjfy several others; but those 
already disqualified gave the petitioner a minority, 
th^re&rie it wa^ not neceesory to give aciy flirther 
evi4eqpj9> 

Tb^ counsel for Mr^ Rice offered- no evidence, 
but admitted tjiepetitiofiec badia majojity^ where^ 
fpre^ tt e ccpimj ttee resolved : 

'^ TibAt: Edward Rice, esif., is not duly elected/^ 

'^ Vm Six N«Dfa<ria^ Wmiams, bart., is duly 
elflfitwl/' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4& WELCH CmJNTIES AND BOROUGHS. 

The said resolutions being twice read, were 
i^reed to by the House, 

Nov. 24, 1802. William Paxton, esq., peti- 
tioned against the return of James Hamlyn Wil- 
liams, esq,, by partiality of the returning officer, 
and other iHegal practices. 

Dec. 7t 1802. R. Mansel Philips, esq., an elec- 
tor, petitioned, charging both Messrs. Paxton and 
Williams with bribery and treating. 

The counsel for Mr. Paxton in his opening 
abandoned the charge of bribery and treating ; and 
insisted, Ist. On the majority of votes in favour of 
his client. 2nd. On the illegal conduct of the she- 
riff, as a ground for.avoiding the election. They 
began by offering evidence on the second head. 

The election was not closed till the last hour 
allowed by the statute 25 Geo. III. cap. 84, sec. 1. 
namely three o'clock on the lAth day, when the 
numbers being cast up were declared to be, for 
Mr. Williams 1,267— Mr. Paxton 1,222. 

But there appeared to be the names of many 
persons entered upon the poll with a query as. 
having tendered their votes for each candidate, the 
right of near 80 on each side had not been decided 
upon when the numbers were declared. 

The committee determined that it was not ne- 
cessary for Mr. Williams to go into any evidence 
to rebut the evidence adduced by Mr. Paxton, of 
the partiality and illegal conduct of the sheriff, the 
evidence which had been adduced on that point 
not being deemed to amount to such a proof of 
partial and illegal conduct, as ought to avoid the 
election ; and that Mr. Williams was duly elected. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The political iafluence of this county has been 
disputed for the last twenty-five years between 
Lord Dynevor and Lord Cawdor, but the former 
has always prevailed, except at the election for the 
short Parliament in 1806, when Lord Cawdor 
procured the return of Sir William Paxton. 



CARMARTHEN. 

Carmarthen or Caermarthen is the 
county town of Carmarthenshire, South Wales, 18 
miles from Lampeter, and 920 from London. The 
houses are well built, and are usually esteemed 
t6e best in South Wales ; it contains 930 houses 
and 5,548 inhabitants, of whom only 206 were re- 
turned as being employed in trade and manufacture. 
It was imprivileged by Henry VIIL to send a 
member to Parliament, and James L granted 
it a charter of incorporation as a town and county 
of itself, with power to make bye laws. There are 
several iron and tin mines in the neighbourhood, 
and a large smelting house, belonging to Lord 
Cawdor. Market-days Wednesday and Saturday ; 
fairs June 3, July 10, Aug, 12, Sept. 9, Oct. 9, and 
Nov. 14. 

representative history. 

Thfs town sent members by statute of 97th 
Henry VIIL, and has ev^r since returned such 
members ; the memoirs of its elections^ &c. which 
we have.met with follow. 
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Petitions, &c. April IS, 1614. Mr. Davis 
moveth against a sheriff in Wales, excluding one 
deetedf a member of this House. That be would 
not MJ filer tiiem to haire any burgesses ad alL-^Foi^ 
Carauirthem Mr. Thomas elected, beiiig recordief 
tfaerev nuivethi for a c^moiitring, and. tbalf the cierkd 
of the cro wu and petty bag may atteDd, and orderecb 
accordingly. 

In 1727j James Phillips, esq., petitioned against 
the election of Arthur Bevan, esq. The sitting 
member was declared duly elected March 93, 1728. 

In 1768, Joseph Bullock, esq., petitioned against 
Gi^iffith Phiilipsj esq. The petition having been 
renewed, the sitting member was declared duly 
elected. — March. 8, 1770; 

In 1796, John George Philips, esq^, petitioned 
^gfunst the return of Magena I>oriei2, M^gens,, esq. 
The chairman of the committee that tried this elee*- 
tion reported to, the House, Nov. 7, that the peti-- 
ner was duly elected, and aught to have been> re^ 
tforned and that the sitting member was not duly 
elected. The return w^sameaded accordingly. 

In 1813, John. Joiu^ esq., petitioned agaii^at 
the. retiun of George CampbeU, esq. A (com- 
mittee \iias appointed March 4, 1813» During the 
trials Lont C^iwdoi^'s, iut<qrference in the election^ 
wafk provM by many witnesses^ and the sitting! 
member was afterwards succeeded by his nepbe;^^ 

COJilPOJilAXIO^% 

J* i8» go:i(eDMd by a^n^^jjor^ PQcard^i^. twoi^^e- 
TiMa^ a|i4 t^^enty^ oQnmQni couivicilaii^ (mt, 0fi 
wbiiQh. the maj^ot ia^ chosen^ iiKhai9 ^ver Starrer 
puted an alderman. 
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By charter of James I. it has a sword bearer. 



RIGHT OF ELECTION- 

March 7> 1727. Is in the burgesses of the said 
borough. 
Number op Voters — about 500^ 
Returning officer — the Sheriff- 
Patron — Lord Cawdor- 

POLITICAL character^ 

This town produces an instance of ecclesiasti- 
cal interference at a former election, nearly similar 
to thit of the bishop of Worcester in the rieign of 
Queen Ann. 

John Geoige Philips, esq., of Cumgwilly, who 
represented this place in five successive Parlia- 
ments from 1784 to 1802 inclusive, had the mis- 
fortune to incur the displeasure of Doctor Samuel 
Horsley, then bishop of St. David's, by giving an 
independent vote for the repeal of the Test and 
Corporation acts, which have been so offensive to 
the liberal and enlightened part of the community 
ever since their enactment in the arbitrary reign of 
Charles IL 

The bishop felt himself so incensed at the dan- 
ger he conceived the church to be threatened 
with, as to induce him to write circular letters to 
all the clergy who had votes for this town, request- 
ing that they would strenuously exert themselves 
in opposing Mr. Phillips at the ensuing election. 
However, neither the threats nor in treaties of this 
advocate for political conformity were productive 

PAJIT II. VOL. IV. E 
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of the least inconvenience to Mr. Phillips. Sir 
William Mansel, the candidate supported by this 
pillar of the church, had not interest sufficient to 
hazard a poll, and Mr. Phillips was unanimously 
re-elected by his applauding constituents, and con- 
tinued to represent this town during his life. 

As there was no formal complaint brought 
against the bishop of St. David's in the House of 
Commons, he escaped those consequences which 
befel the bishop bf Worcester in the reign of Queen 
Ann, for a similar attempt to prejudice the free- 
holders of that county against Sir John Packinig- 
ton, who was at that time a candidate to represent 
it in Parliament. 

The following is a copy of the letter written by 
the bishop upon that occasion: 

** Abberguilly, Aug. 24, 1785. 

" Sir William Mansel has declared himself a 
candidate to represent the borough of Caermar- 
then in the next Parliament; I cannot refrain 
from declaring that he has my heartiest good 
wishes. — Mr. Phillips, the present member, has 
received th^ thanks of the dissenters, for the part 
he took in a late attempt to overthrow our excel- 
lent ecclesiastical constitution by the repeal of the 
Corporation and Test acts ; which, I will venture 
to pronounce, are as wise and salutary laws as any 
in our code. By this it is easy to guess what part 
he is likely to take in any future attempt for that 
purpose. — I trust I shall not have the mortification 
to find a single clergyman in my diocese who will 
be so false to his own character and fame, and to 
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his duty 16 thfe established church, as to give his 
vote to a man who has ventured to discover sueh 
principles. * 

^ ^ ' *^ I am, Rev. Sir, 
*^ Your' affectionate broiher and servant, 

" Samuel St. Davids/* 

Lord Cawdor governs the political interest of 
this place, and has procured the return of the 
members for the three last Parliaments. 

This town was formerly reckoned the capital of 
all Wales, and the ancient Britons made it the seat 
of their Parliaments, or assemblies of wisfe men. 
When the feldest sons of our kings became princes 
of Wales, the^ fixed the chancery and exchequer, 
for thd sdiith part of their principality, at this 
place, where they continued till the jurisdiction 
of the court and marches of Wales were taken 
away. 



CARNARVONSHIRE. 



Carkarvonshire, a county of North Wales, 
is surrounded on all sides by the sea, except the east, 
where it joins to Denbighshire, and on a small part 
of the south by Merionethshire. It is about 45 miles 
long and 13 broad ; containing about 310,000 acres 
of land, of which 160,000 are only in a state of cul- 
tivation, mostly in pasturage,and near 100,000 acres 
unfit forculture,beingdeepdells,moors5and chasms, 
quite a dreary region : it contains 8,304? inhabited 

E 9 
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houses, and 41,594 inhabitants, being 19,586 
males, and SI, 935 females, of whom 4,934 were 
returned as being employed in various trades, and 
19,808 in agriculture. It consists of one city, 
one borough, and two other market towns, viz., 
Bangor, Carnarvon, Aberconway, and PwUhely. 
The principal river is the Conway : in the vale 
thereof, there is excellent pasturage and some 
corn-fields. Copper mines have been worked in 
various parts of the mountains, as well as lead, 
and excellent hones are found near Snowdon. It 
lies in the diocese of Bangor, and province of Can- 
terbury. Gross amount of assessment under the 
property tax, 1806, 131,800/.; amount of money 
rose for the maintenance of the poor in 1803, 
9,137/; being at the rate of 4^. Oid. in the pound* 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county also returned a member to Parlia- 
ment, by virtue of the statute of 97 Henry VIII. 
Of its elections and matters relating thereto, we 
meet with the following memoirs. 

Nov. 10, 1640^ Ordered a warrant to issue un- 
der Mr. Speaker's hand, directed to the clerk of 
the crown, for issuing a new writ to be sent to the 
sherifi" of this county for election of the knight 
of this shire ; because no county day did intervene 
between the receipt of the writ, and the day of ap- 
pearance in Parliament, so that the writ was re- 
turned with a tarde. 

Jan. 1. Ordered: '' That James Brinker, esq., 
high sherifi* of this county, be forthwith sent for 
as a delinquent, by the sergeant at arnis. attending 
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on this House, to answer his neglect and con- 
tempt to this House and Commonwealth, in not 
returning a knight and burgess for this county, 
in above a month after the election was made ; 
and to answer other misdemeanors, by him com- 
mitted, in the carriage of that election." 

20th. Mr. Brinker, the high sheriff of this 
county, petitioned. 

Feb. 16. Resolved upon the question : " That 
no longer time shall be given, than is already given 
by the committee, for bringing witnesses to be 
examined in tlie cause of the election of a knight 
of the shire for this county." 

May 19. Ordered: *' The committee for Sir Lewis 
Dive do sit to-morrow, in the afternoon, in the 
Court of Requests, to consider of the business 
and matters to them referred/* After this we do 
not find another order or report. 

April, 1690. A complaint was made to the 
House, that the sheriff of Carnarvon had not yet 
made a return of members to serve in this present 
Parliament. 

4th. Another complaint against the sheriff. 

Ordered : *' That the said high sheriff be taken 
into custody of the sergeant at arms attending this 
House/* 

8th. The sheriff having now made his return 
into the crown office, and a motion made that he 
may be discharged — Ordered : ** That the high 
sheriff of this county (first paying his fees) be 
discharged.*' 

In 1714, Sir Roger Mostyn, bart., petitioned — 
No report. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The political influence over this county, is like 
that of Anglesea, between the Marquis of Anglesea 
and Lord Viscount Bulkley ; but these noblemen 
having agreed not to oppose each other in their 
respective counties, the control of Anglesea is 
left to the Marquis of Anglesea, and the nominal 
tion for this county, to Lord Viscount Bulkley, 



CARNARVON, 

Carnarvon is the county town of Carnarvon* 
shire, 67 miles from Dolgelly, and 250 from Lon- 
don; containing 609 houses and 3^626 inhabitants, 
being 1,588 males, and 3,038 females, of whom 
400 were returned as being employed in trade and 
manufacture; but it is only a township and cha- 
pelry to the parish of Llanbeblig, the church of 
which is half a mile from the town. There is a con- 
siderable traffic here in slate. The air is reckoned 
particularly healthy. Market day on Satur- 
day, well supplied. Fairs, I2th Jan., 12th March, 
I6tb May, g6th June, I2th Aug. 17th Sept. and 
5th Dec. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY, 

This borough is the shire town of the county, 
and as such, with its contributary boroughs^ 
Criccieth, Pwllhely, and Conway, returns one 
member to Parliament, by the statute of 37 Henry 
VIIL 

The memoirs of its rights i>{ election, ^nd to its 
representatives in this respect;, are these ; 
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Jan. 1 1, \6iO. Ordered : " That the petitions of 
Thomas Glynn^ esq., and the petitions of the bur- 
gesses and freemen of the boroughs of Carnarvon 
and Conway, in the county of Carnarvon, be re- 
ferred to the committee for Sir Lewis Dive's peti- 
tion." — No report. 

March 5, 1713. A petition of William Owen, 
esq., of Porkington, in the county of Salop, was 
read, shewing, that at the election for this borough, 
the petitioner and Thomas Wynne, esq., were 
candidates ; that at the said election, a tumult 
arose, occasioned by Thomas Price, esq., conceal- 
ing the sheriflTs precept, who appeared at the elec- 
tion as counsel for Mr. Wynne : the mayor and 
bailiffs, with the petitioner, were forced to with- 
draw for their safety ; by which means the peti- 
tioner is deprived of being returned; and that Mr. 
Meredith and Mr. Quillin, have returned the said 
Mr. Wynne, although they were not returning of- 
ficers. 

A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses 
of the said borough, to a similar effect. 

A petition of Griffiths Jones, Peter Rowland, 
and other burgesses of the said borough, to the 
same effect. 

These petitions were ordered to be referred to 
the Committee of Privileges and Elections, to exa- 
mine the matter, and report the same with their 
opinion — But no report appears. 

Oct. 24, 1722. A petition of William Price, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Thomas 
Wynne, esq. : renewed 2nd and 3d sessions — No 
report. 
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CORPORATION. 

Consists of a mayor, who is by patent created 
constable of the castle, one alderman, two bailiffs, 
a town clerk) and two sergeants at mace. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

In the Burgesses of Carnarvon, Criccieth, 
Pwllhely^ Nevin, and Conway. 

Number of voTERS-7-about 700. 

Returning OFFICERS— -the Mayor and Bai- 
liffs. 

Patron — Marquis of Anglesea. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough, with its contributary ones, of 
Criccieth, Pwllhely, Nevin, and Conway, has been 
under the influence of the Marquis of Anglesea 
and his father, since the year 1790, and has been 
represented by one of the family, from that period 
to the present time. 

When Edward I. was building this town, it was 
reported that the body of the Eroperor Constan- 
tius. father of Constantine the Great, being found 
here, he ordered it to be honourably interred in 
the new church. This king is also said to have 
converted the profits of the archbishopric of York, 
then vacant, to the building and fortifying Carnar- 
von Castle ; in the eagle tower of which castle, in 
the year 1284, was born Edward of Carnarvon, the 
first Prince of Wales of the English blood, and af- 
terwards king, by the title of Edward II. 

In the civil wars, this castle was besieged by 
the Parliament forces, and was obliged to surren- 
der to them in June, 1646. 
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DENBIGHSHIRE, 



Denbighshire is a eounty of North Wales, 
bounded on the east by Flintshire and Salop, on 
the west by Carnarvon, on the south by Merioneth- 
shire, and on the north by the Irish sea. Its ex- 
treme length is 48 miles, but its breadth is not 
above 18 miles. It comprehends about 410,000 
acres of land, almost the whole of which is in a 
state of cultivation ; and may be computed at 
150,000 arable, and 250,000 of pasturage. It is 
<)ivided into six hundreds ; viz. Bromfield, Chirk, 
Isaled, Isdulas, Ruthin, and Yale ; and contains 
one borough town, Denbigh ; two market-towns, 
Ruthin and Wrexham ;57 parishes, and 12,62! houses 
inhabited by 60,352 persons, of whom 6,960 wer^ 
returned as being employed in trade and manufac- 
ture, and 21,104 in agriculture. Its principal 
rivers are the Clwyd and Conway. Wool forms 
a considerable part of the manufacture of this 
county, and is wrought into cloths of different 
qualities, as well as stockings, particularly those 
called Angola hose. Denbighshire returns two 
members to Parliament, viz. one for the county, 
and one for the county town. It lies partly in 
the diocese of St. Asaph, and partly in that N>f 
Bangor. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county is one of the twelve Welch coun- 
ties impowered by the statute of 27 Henry VIII. 
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to send a kniglit to Parliament, and he hath ever 
since done so. The following memoirs of its elec- 
tions and representatives we have found. 

Nov. 5, 1601. Sir Robert Cecil moved the 
House to have their opinion, in that there wanted 
a chief member, viz. a knight of Denbighabire ; 
and he said, I am to certify the House thus much 
in respect of some disorder, committed there, 
touching the election by Sir Richard Trevor and 
Sir John Fludd, to which Sir John Salisbury is a 
party ; the sheriff could not proceed in election : 
for mine own part, I think fit that Mr. Speaker 
should attend my lord keeper therein (quod nota 
attend). If it plpase you, you shall hear the letter; 
which was read, and the contents thereof was, 

" That on the one and twentieth day of October, 

at he kept the county-day ; and there, being 

quietly choosing the knight for the shire, a cry 
came suddenly that Sir Richard Trevor and Sir 
John Fludd on the one part, and Sir John Salis- 
bury on the other, were a fighting, and all their 
companies were ready to do the like : whereupon 
presently I went to the church-yard where they 
were, and there I found both parties with their 
swords drawn ready, but with much ado pacified 
them both ; and fearing, lest by drawing such a 
multitude together, there might great danger and 
bloodshed happen, I made proclamation that every 
man should depart. By means whereof I did not 
execute her Majesty's writ as I thought to have 
done, rather ch using to adventure your honor's 
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censure herein, than to hazard so great a blood- 
shed. (Subscribed) your honor's most, humbly 
at commandment, 

" Owen Vaughan." 

Also Mr. Secretary said, there was a schedule 
annexed to the letter which had some matters of 
importance not fit to be read, yet if it please the 
House to command it, they should, whereupon all 
cried '' No, no.'* 

After some debate, Mr. Speaker said I may in- 
form you of the order of the House, that a warrant 
must go from the speaker to the clerk of the 
crown, who is to inform the lord keeper, and then 
to make out a new writ. 

March 24, 1680. A petition of Richard Mid- 
dleton, esq., touching the election for this county. 

Ordered to be heard, but no report appears. 

Oct. 24, 1792. A petition of Robert Middleton, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Watkin 
Williams Wynne, esq., by menaces, illegal pro- 
ceedings, and corrupt practices. 

Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The prevailing interest ip the county of Den- 
bigh is that of Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, bart., 
whose chief seat is at Ruabon, near Wrexham. 
This gentleman has represented it in the five last 
Pafliamentfl, and his father in the three preceding 
ones^ 
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DENBIGH. 

^ Denbigh is the county town of Denbighshire, 
North Wales, 918 miles from London, It stands 
at the foot of a craggy hill, near the middle of the 
beautiful vale of Clwyd, and was called by the 
Britons Cledfrynyn Rhos^ i. e. the craggy hill in 
Rhos. The town, although not large, is well 
built, and contains 534 houses and 3,391 inhabit- 
ants, of whom 794 were returned as being em- 
ployed in trade and manufacture, particularly of 
shoes, gloves, and other articles in leather. Market 
on Wednesday. Fairs Sd May, 15th July, and 
14th September. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This is the shire town of the county ; and as 
such, entitled to send a member to Parliament by 
the statute of 27 Henry VIII. , from which time it 
has returned a representative. The following me- 
moirs relating thereto we have met with. 

Petitions, &c. March 26, 1679. A petition 
of the alderman and burgesses of the borough of 
Ruthin in the county of Denbigh, complaining, 
that they having right to vote at the election of a 
burgess to serve in Parliament for this town, had 
no notice of the time and place of election; but 
that the inhabitants of the town had privately 
elected and returned Sir John Salusbury, bart., to 
serve as a burgess for the said town. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee. 
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Oct, 26, 1680. A petition of Edward Brereton, 
esq., also ordered to be referred, but we do not 
find any report. 

March 29» 1690, A petition of the burgesses 
of the boroughs of Denbigh and Ruthin was read, 
setting forth that the said boroughs, and the vill 
of HoH, a small open village, are the ancient and 
only boroughs and vill in the county who have a 
right to elect a member to serve for the boroughs 
in the county : that the said Vill of Holt (though 
no corporation) hath lately assumed the power of 
making great numbers of foreigners burgesses of the 
vill, to serve the turns of some persons to be 
elected ; and, by combination with others, have 
joined with Thomas Harper and Robert Knowles 
of Denbigh, arrogating to themselves the polling of 
the electors : and, to have Edward Brereton, esq., 
returned, did admit great numbers of persons soun- 
qualified to vote for the said Edward Brereton, e§q„ 
and have accordingly returned him, though William 
Williams, esq., was duly elected by the majority 
of rightful burgesses of the said borough and ought 
to have been returned. 

A petition of William Williams, esq,, was read, 
shewing that by divers abuses, bribes, practices^ 
and menaces, Edward Brereton, esq., was returned 
a burgess for the l?oroughs of Denbigh, Ruthin, 
and Holt, by Thos. Harper and Robert Knowles, 
>rho were not the legal bailiffs of the said borough 
of Denbigh in prejudice to the petitioner, who had 
the majority of qualified voices. 

Ordered the said petitions to be referred to the 
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Committee of Privileges and Elections to examine 
and report the matter with their opinion. 

Oct. 6. Mr. Williams presented his petition 
again ; also the burgesses of Denbigh and Ruthin 
presented theirs. 

"Oct. 31, 1691. The burgesses of Denbigh and 
Ruthin presented their petition to the same effect 
as before ; and it was again referred in like 
manner. 

Nov. 2. Mr. Williams likewise presented his 
petition again ; and it was referred as before. 

Dec. 1. Mr. Williams withdrew his petition. 

Feb. 17, 1700. A petition of Thomas Cotton, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Edward 
Brereton, esq., by partiality of the bailiffs, &c. 

Ordered to be referred. 

— 95th. A petition of several burgesses of the 
borough of Holt in behalf of themselves and other 
burgesses of the said borough was read, stating, 
that by act of parliament 35 Henry VIII., the said 
borough, together with the boroughs of Ruthin 
and Denbigh, is empowered to elect a burgess to 
Parliament ; at which electron none but burgesses 
have a right to vote ; and the election of such bur- 
gesses is, by an ancient charter, vested in the 
mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses of Holt ; that on 
the 25th of August, 169S, Thomas Warburton, 
esq., then mayor of Holt: did, without the con- 
sent, and contrary to the express will of the bai- 
liffs, and most of the burgesses, make above 400 
foreigners and strangers, brought thither by the in- 
terest of Sir Robert Cotton of Cheshire, burgesses 
of Holt ; in opposition to which proceedftjg, the 
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old burgesses did demand a poll, but Mr. War- 
burton peremptorily refused it; and, oh the 29th 
of Sept. following made 400 more foreigners and 
strangers, brought thither by the like interest bur- 
gesses, although the like opposition was made, 
though to no purpose : that Edward Brereton, 
esq., prosecuted an information in the King's 
Bench against the said Mr. Warburton, for his ir- 
regular proceedings, which was tried at the last 
assizes held for the county of Salop, and a verdict 
was given against him, upon full evidence given 
by his own witness ; and yet Sir Robert Cotton, 
on behalf of his son Thomas, did at the last elec- 
tion of a burgess to represent the petitioners, with 
Ruthin and Denbigh, demand that the said fo- 
reigners and strangers ought to vote in the elec- 
tion, and brought near 500 of them, which gave 
the petitioners much disturbance ; Sir Robert pre- 
tending to a majority by such assistance : which 
proceedings, if permitted, may cause the election 
of a burgess to Parliament to be at the pleasure of 
any person as mayor; and manifestly tend to sub- , 
vert the constitution of Parliament, and the free- 
dom and rights of this borough. 

Ordered to be referred to the Committee of Pri- 
vileges and Elections to examine and report. 

No report appears. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of John Wynn of 
Melay, esq., in this county, complaining of an un- 
due return of John Roberts by bribery and threats 
of the said Mr. Roberts, and partiality of John Mid- 
dleton, and Mr. Thomas Roberts, baililFs of the 
said borough, and other illegal practices. ' 
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Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 

In 1741, Arthur Trevor, esq., petitioned 
s^ainst John Wynne, esq. 

Renewed Sessions 9d and 3d. 

Feb. 7, 1744. jResolved, '' That the right of 
election is in the burgesses inhabitants of the bo*^ 
roughs of Denbigh, Ruthin, and Holt, respec- 
tively; and that the sitting member is duly 
elected." 

CORPORATION. 

Two aldermen, a recorder, two bailiffs, 23 bur- 
gesses, who have a town-clerk and two ser- 
geants at mace. 

RIGHT OF ELECTION. 

Feb. 7i 1744. In the Free Burgesses of Den- 
bigh Leon, alias Holt and Ruthin. 

Number of voters — at the last election in 
1 8 1 3» 1 96 ; though there has been in former times 
nearly 2000. 

Returning officers — the two Bailiffs of 
Denbigh. 

Patron— Hon. Frederick West. 

political character* 

These boroughs have been under the influence 
of the family of Myddelton of Chirke Castle, 
whose ancestors have represented them in various 
Parliaments from the 33d of Henry VHl., and 
whose name appears in almost every return for the 
last century. The late Richard Myddelton, esq., 
who was the last of the family in the male line, 
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represented these towns in nine successive Parlia- 
ments, but upon his decease his estate descended 
to three coheiresses, one of whom married the late 
Robert Myddelton Biddulph, esq., another married 
the Hon. Frederick West, brother to the late Earl 
Delawar, and the third remains unmarried. Since 
the death of Mr. Myddelton, these boroughs, have 
been contested by his sons-in-law Mr. Biddulph, 
and the Hon. Mr. West. ,The late Sir Thomas 
Tyrwhitt Jones, bart., was chosen to succeed Mr. 
Myddelton, on the interest of the Hon. Mr. West. 
In 1809 Mr. West was elected, and represented 
them in the second Parliament of the united king- 
dom. At the general elections in 1806 and 1807, 
Mr. Biddulph was returned and sat for both those 
Parliaments. At the last general election in 1812, 
Lord Viscount Kirkwall, son of the Countess of 
Orkney, was supported by the Hon. Mr. West, in 
opposition to Mr. Biddulph, when the numbers at 
the final close of the poll were, 

For Lord Kirkwall 99— Mr. Biddulph 97. 

Mr. Biddulph petitiotied against the return of 
Lord Kirkwall, but the committee declared his 
lordship duly elected. 

Since the above determination Mr. Biddulph 
has died, but his successor is expected to dispute 
the patronage of these boroughs with the Hon. 
Mr. West whenever an opportunity presents 
itself. 



PART II. VOL, IV. 
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fLliitsfllRE is a cf6Uhty ot Nbrth Wales, 
bounded on tb6 noftti by tht trisih Sea, arid the 
estuary Of the river Dee ; 60 the e^^i by Cheshire; 
and on the south and west by Denhighghlfe. ItJs 
ihe smallest of theWelch ddurities, being only abou^ 
33 miles long, arid about pine bfoad ; cod[)prisihg 
160,000 acres of land, of \Vhich 1 10,000 acreS are 
pasturage, and only §0,000 acres arable. It eofi- 
tains 7^5S6 bouses, inhabited by 39,622 persons, 
being 19,57^7 ipales arid 20,045 females, of whotA 
:6,$69 were returned as bejng employed in trade arid 
tnanufact,ure,arid 10,332 in agriculture, Itisdivide4 
into five hundreds, viz. Cbleshill, Maylef, M6ld, 
iPrestayn, and Rbyddlan ; arid contains brie (ilty, 
St. Asaph ; orie borough, Flint; 6ne maflfet-toWti, 
Caerwys ; and 28 parishes, which are partly ifi the 
diocese of St. Asaph, and partly iri that of Chester. 
The principal commerce of Flintshire js derived 
from its mineral productions; the lead ore is 
smelted on the spot, and the rinetal serit to Chester, 
whence it is exported ; some of the ore is found 
to contain small quantities of silver. From the 
southeast part of this county the city of Chester 
js principally supplied with coal. Several pot- 
teries of coarse earthenware have been also esta- 
blished here. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county also serit a knight of the shire to 
J'arliament by the statute 27 Henry Vltl. For 
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aUtuufgfa it bad a right of sending a part» or rather 
IB electing a part of, the twelve for each proxince 
of the principality, in the tim^ of Edwaid II., it 
4nade no particular return itself, till after this sta* 
tute« The memoirs of its elections and repre- 
sentatives we have met with since that time are 
these : 

Petitions, &c. May S, 1686. Mr. Coryton 
moveth against the sheriff of Flint divers misde- 
meanors about tfae last election of the knight of 
the shire: that all these abuses proved by four 
witnesses of great worth, in the affirmative ; mov- 
eth, where the comniittee gave a month's time for 
him to come up, that this time may be shortened* 

Upon the questsoo, the sheriff to be sent for 
to appear upon Tuesday fortnight, before the Com- 
mittee of Privileigesu — No repwt appears. 

173^. Sk John Glynn, bsrt., petitioned : re- 
newed second sessioii. 

1796. John Uoyd, esq., and the Hon. Lloyd 
Kenyon, severally petitioned against Sir Thomas 
Mostyn's election ;. and also complained of the 
high-sheriff for allowing Sir Thomas to stand can- 
didate, he being under age. 

April 127, 1797* The speaker read a letter to 
the House, which he had received fiom Sir Tho- 
mas Mo8tyn« wherein he says, that he did not 
meaa to contest the petition presented against his 
election. The speaker observed to the House, 
that one month must be allowed (as the law stood 
at present) bdbre a vacancy could be declared. 

June 13, 1797. The chairman of the committee, 
F 2 
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that tried these petitions, reported to the House, 
that Sir Thomas Mostyn was not duly elected, and 
ought not to have been returned ; that John Lloyd, 
esq., was duly elected, and that his petition was' 
not frivolous nor vejcations: that the defence of 
Sir Thomas Mostyn was frivolous and vexatious. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Sir Thomas Mostyn has represented this county 
in the five last Parliaments, and his father, the 
late Sir Roger Mostyn in the eight preceding ones,' 
and his ancestors, with only five exceptions, were 
members for the last hundred and twenty-five 
years, a convincing proof that this respectable 
fatlfiily possess the commanding interest in the 
county of Flint. 

Earl Grosvenor, and Lord Kenyon, have resi- 
dences and estates in this county, and the former 
is lord-lieutenant, in which office he succeeded 
the late Lord Kenyon, but they have no control- 
ling influence. 

FLINT. 

Flint is a borough in the hundred of Coles- 
hill, Flintshire, of virhich it is the county town,' 
204 miles from London ; containing 309 houses 
and 1,169 inhabitants, of whom 96S were returned 
as being employed in trade, &c. It is much fre- 
quented during the sun>mer season as a bathing- 
place ; but it has no market ; the fairs are on the 
5th February, 94th June, 10th Auguist, fend SOth 
November. 
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hepkese.n'i;ative history. 

This, as being the shire town, with the boroughs 
of RhyddlaOv Overton, Caerwis,.add Caefgoerley, 
sends one burgess lO: Parliament, by. statute of 27 
Henry VIIL The;rBeifaoir8 of its elections and 
representatives arenas follow. . ^ 

Petitions. &C; Jan. 22, 16S8. The lite 
ielectiOB of Mr. Wynne, for this town, referred to 
the ComnDJttee of Privileges, to be tb^re first 
Ix^urd. .. _ 

Feb. 9. Mr. Hack wy 11 reported from the Com- 
mittee of . Electioos, Returns,, and Privileges, part 
of tbe cia$e for the election at Flint, That the 
writ i^SiXiQd by the direction of thelord kt^eper; that 
thQ. clerks ia th^^crown-officeiclaimed,^ in times 
of prorogation, to make out writs of couts*. with- 
out order from tke .keeper— r-yes ;: they bad done 
30 sometimes, in times of adjournment; that the 
clerks have brought precedients, appearing in their 
books, from the 14th Queen Elizabeth to 23 Eli- 
zabeth, 46 writs ; and in the Parliament in the Ist, 
Jac. In the prorogation, — writs, and. two writs 
made in t.iiQ^ of adjournment ; that the committee 
batb l^tithe mattei^ to the resolution of the 
HouM, without ayy opinion delivered by the com- 
mittee. This Parliament ended, soon after, aikl 
no resolutions. made. 

Oct. !?0, 1722. A petition of Edward Conway, 

esq^, con^p.lainii3g> of an undue return of Thomas 

.£aiQi>j esq., by tbe great partiality of John Jones 

jiftd John Pierce, who acted as bailiflfs of the said 

bo^Di;i^,; Inside . whicb several illegal practices 
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were made use of by tbe said Thomas Eaton and 
his agents to procure him to be elected. 

Ordered to be referred. 

Jan. 17> 17S9. Another petition of Edward 
Conwey, esq., same as former. 

Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 

In 1798, there was a double return, vis. Gcmge 
Wynne, and Salisbury Lloyd, esi^p^. 

May SI, Resolved: '^ That tbe right of eiection 
IS in the inhabitants of the boroogtis of Flint, 
Rhydlan, Overton, Caerwys, and Caergurly, pay- 
ing scot and lot.'' 

Resolved : ^< That the inbabitents of Knowlton 
and Overton Foreign, paying scot and lot in tbe 
parish of Overton, have a right to vote in the eUe- 
tion for Flint ; and that Salusbury Lloyd, esq., is 
duly elected.'* 

In 1794, Sir John Glynn, bart., petitioned 
against the return of Sir George Wynne, bart. 
It was renewed the following sessions ; and aifter 
several days hearing, on April 5, 1737f the sitttag 
member was voted duly elected. 

In 1749, Richard Williams, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Sir George Wynne. 

March 19. A motion was made and tbe ques- 
tuMi being pot, that tbe inhabitants of the several 
hocoughs of Flint, Rhydlan, Caerwys, Caergnrty, 
and Overton, including Knolton, and Overton Fo- 
reign, renting land or tenements for which the 
landlords thereof only pay scot and lot, have a 
right to vote. It passed in the n^atfve : npen 
wbick the sitting member desired not to give the 
House any finrther trouble^ and was voted not ^ly 
elected. 
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C^nmtB 6t n mayi^, who it hy pfit^t^ 9PQ9te^ 
Ue of Ui0 cat t)e, and two bgili^, 

Majf HI, 1798. BeaoiTed ; *' Timt tiia riglM <tf 
election of a brngoas to Mrv^ in PariiamfDt tir tl^r 
t#w0 of Flifit IB th^ conQty of FUnt, i$ lo t)M Jht 
habitanh of the Imouffba .of FUni, JtApiikmi^ 
Overton f Caerwys, and Caergurley^ payil^ MPi 
and lot/' 

Resolved ! '' Tbai the lahabitaiita 0f Mkoitm 
and Overton Foreign^ paying scot and lot in Ibf 
parish of Overton^ have a right to vote in the elec- 
tion of a burgess to serve in Parliament for the 
town of Flint." 

April 5, 1737. ** That the Inhabitants of thef 
above boroughs renting lands or tenements, for 
which the lan4iof^ tkerec/imhf pay ficot and lot, 
have not a right to vote/* 

Marcli 19) 1741 • Same resolution. 

NunBKa OF voT£as*^UDc^rtain. 

RavyRNiNO oFFiCBB-r-the Mayor. 

PATEOV'-<^Sir Watjkina Williaais Wynne, \mU 

POLITICAL gharact;bik. 

The fight of ele^tioa in Flist and its ^ntribu^ 
tary borMigh^, wbH^b are so many amaJl viUagati 
appeam to h^y« h^n mjataken in all the publica* 
tiona on tha aubjfct ; from the a9sbig«iity wki) 
ivfaicb the resoUitioQf of April 5^ 1737* aqd tbftt 
of Marisb 19t 1741, aie mprfs?^ on the jowmi^) 
but w# undenrtaod k to be a^ we have df9crib«ad ^ 
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it. Simeon, in his appendix, has only given the 
two former resolutions, and Lord Gleabervie, 
in his first volume, page 3379 only mentioiis the 
right as being in the inhabitants. We understand 
it to be in all the inhabitants of the boroughs of 
Flint, Rhydland, Overton Caergurley, Knolton, 
aiid Overton Foreign, and that such inhabitants 
renting lands and tenements, for which the land* 
Urds thereof wdy pay sc^ emd loi, have not a 
right to vote. 

Sir Watkins William Wynne, hart., has the intire 
command <yf these boroughs, and always nominates 
the meml)^r. i - ^ ^ 



OLAMORGANSMIRE. 

Glamorganshire is a county of South Wales, 
bounded on the north by Carmarthenshire and 
Brecknockshire, on the east by Merionethshire, 
and on the south- w^t by the Severn sea or Bris- 
tol Channel, about 48 miles in length, and from 
eight to 27 in breadth ; containing 422,400 acres 
of land, of which 905,000 are in a state of cultiva- 
tion, viz. 43,000 as arable, and262,0OO as pastur* 
age. It is divided into 10 hundreds^ Caerphilly, 
Cowbridge, I>inas, Powis, Kibber, Llangwelack, 
Miskin, Neath, Newcastle, Ogmore, and Swatisea ; 
comj>rfsing one city, Llandaff, one borough, Car- 
diff, and four other market-towns, viz. Cowbridge, 
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Neath, Penrice, and Swaosto; andcontainiogl^)!??^ 
houses and 71^^96 inhabitants, being 34,190 males 
aod 37,385 females, of whom 6;903 werereturiiei 
as being employed in trade, manufacture, and ban<> 
dicraft, and 18,515 in«agriculture« Total amoantof 
property in this county returned under the income 
tax in 1806, 56l,S51/* Amount of assessment 
under the poor's rate in 1803, S7»780/. being at the 
rate of 7^- 8d, ia the pound. It is included in 
the south-east circuit, and contains 118 parishes, 
all in the province of Canterbury, and diocese of 
Llandaff. The plenty of coal with the convenience 
for exportation has occasioned the establishment 
of an extensive copper work at Swansea. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county is also one of the twelve Welch 
counties whose liberty of returning a member to 
Parliament was founded on the statute of 27th 
Henry VIII. Of its elections, &c., we only find 
tlie foltowing memoirs. 

Petitions, &c. In 1735, Bussy Mansell, esq., 
|>etitidned, but we do ^ot find any report. 

In 17^4, Charles Vaa, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Thomas Matthews,esq.,but afterwards 
withdrew his petition. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Duke of Beaufort,, Marquis of Bate,, Earl 
crif Plymouth, Mr. Talbot> of Margam, the Hon. 
Mr. Windham^ of.Dunrav^p Castle, and Mr. Gray, 
possess the leading interest in this county, . but in 
ihe famous contest in 1789* the, Hon. Thqipas 
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Wffideor mm supported by all the ariitocracy of 
GlaoKM^anshire^ against the late Thomas WiadU 
ham, esq., who stood on the independent interest 
of the freeholders, and so vigorously opposed this 
fermidable combination, which had for its object 
the dictation of a representative that Captain 
Windsor found it convenient to decline, and Mr. 
Windham was elected into every succeeding Par- 
liament till the time of hit death in 1S14. 



CARDIFF. 

Cardiff is a market-town in Glamo]|;an, 
Wales, 160 miles from London; seated on the river 
Taff. The streets are compact, and the houses in 
general well built, containing 314 hpuses and 1,870 
inhabitants, of whom 213 were returned as being 
Employed in trade and manufacture. A court of 
record is held here every fortnight, and the annual 
asizes for the county in April and August. The 
market on Wednesday and Saturday is well sup- 
plied; and those on the second Wednesday t« 
March, April, and May, are very iai^e, and a new 
cattle market every Saturday. Fairs June 19, 
Sept. 19, and Nov. 30. 

RfiPRESEKTAXIVE HI6TOIIY. 

This being the shire town of the county of Gla- 
morgan, as such in conjunction with Abepavoii, 
Cowbridge, Kenfigg, Llaatrissant, Lougher, Neth, 
and Swansea is entitled, by the statute 97th Henry 
YILi. to send one burgess to Parliament. It has 
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several antient diarters, wbicfi we all recited in 
the charter of the 93rd 6f Queen Elizabeth, and 
confirmed. The memoirs oF contested elections 
for this borough, &c., are as follow. 

Petitions, &c. June 98, 1660. Mr. Turner 
reported from the Committee of Privileges and 
elections, the case upon the double return for this 
borough. That upon the examination of the fact, 
it appeared that the sheriff summoned the bailiffs 
of Cardiff, and those of the out boroughs (who 
are also interested in the election) to attend the 
election at the usual place ; and that the bailiffs of 
Cardiff came not up at the time to the place of 
election, though room was offered to be made for 
them, (for which they pretended the great con- 
course of people ;) and that the sheriff and bailiffs 
of some of the out boroughs (the bailiffs of Car- 
diff making default as aforesaid,) proceeded to the 
election, and returned Bussey Mansel, esq., un- 
der the hands and seals of the sheriff and two of 
the bailiffs ; and the committee are of opinion, the 
return is good, and that Mr. Mansel is duly chosen 
and ought to sit. 

Resolved: ** That the House do agree with the 
committee, and that Mr. Bussey Mansel is duly 
elected.** 

May 94, 1661. Sir Richard Lloyd, knt., being 
returned knight of the shire for Radnor and bur- 
gess of this borough, waved bis election for this 
town, and made choice to serve as knight for the 
county of Radnor. 

June IS, Mr. Sergeatit Charlton made report 
ftom the Committee of Privileges and Elections, 
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touching the election, for this town. That the 
committee had examined the cause upon the me- 
rits, and concerning Sir Richard Lloyd's waver of 
his being returned as burgess for this borough ; and 
that it appeared to the committee, that after Mr. 
Thomas had preferred his petition, setting forth his 
election as burgess for this borough, Sir Richard 
Lloyd having notice thereof, and being elected 
knight of the shire for the county of Radnor, had 
wzved his election for this borough ; and that this 
House not being informed that that election was 
questioned, did thereupon direct a new writ for a 
new election ; by virtue whereof, Mr. Basset was 
elected and returned; whereas, Mr. Thomas at the 
former election, had clearly the majority of voices, 
there being 105 for him and about 40 for Sir Ri- 
chard Lloyd, and none of them came to the poll ; 
and that Sir Richard Lloyd acknowledged that 
he knew nothing of the election till he was advised 
thereof by a letter ; and that he did not make any 
defence; and the opinion of the committee that 
Mr. Thomas was duly chosen ; and that the com- 
mittee submitted to the judgment of the House 
what was to be done with Mr. Basset. 

Resolved upon the question, " That this House 
doth agree with the committee, that Mr. Tho- 
mas was duly chosen burgess for this town, and 
only ought to sit in this House as burgess for this 
. ' place.'' 

Resolved also, " That the new writ and election 
of Mr Basset is void.'* 

June 18, Resolved upon the question, '* That 
the deputy clerk of the crown, now attending at 
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the door with the returns, do take from off the 
file, the writ and indenture whereby Mr. Basset 
was returned a burgess for this town ; ai^ that be 
cancel the same.*' And also. 

Resolved further, " That he do raze the name 
of Sir Richard Lloyd out of the indenture, whereby 
he was returned burgess for this town; and that 

be do instead thereof, insert the name of 

Thomas, esq., who was duly elected for the said 
town of Cardiff. 

March 19i 1678. A petition of Thomaa Strad- 
ling, esq., the younger, complaining of an undue 
return of Sir Robert Thomas, bart., to serve in this 
present Parliament as a burgeaa for this town, in 
injury of the petitioner, who was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned. 

Resolved : " That it be referred,** but no report 
appears.** 

In 1735, Thomas Matthews, esq., petitioned, 
renewed second session, but no report appears. 

CORPORATION 

Consists of a mayor, who is constable of the cas* 
tie, twelve aldermen and two bailiffs, who are an- 
nually chosen from among the aldermen, and 
twelve common-councilmen. 

RIGHT OF EtECTION. 

Not only in the Burgesses of this place, but in 
the Burgesses of Aberaron, Cowbridge, Kenfigg» 
Llantrissent, Lougher, Neth, and Swansea. 

NUMBER OP VOTEBS-i-l, 000. 

PAtRON— Marquis of Bute. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

TWMafquis of Bute has nooiiiialed the mem^ 
l>er for these boroughs in the last seven Pariia-^ 
mauls ; his influence prevails principally in Car* 
diffandCowi>ridge; thatof the DuJie of Beaufort, 
ift Swansea and Lougher; Mr. Talbot of Mai^gfaos, 
has the influence of Aberavon and Kenfigg ; and 
Mr. Uanbury that of Nmth. The Marquis of 
Bute is allowed to have the coitiol, and bis 
nMUMitiott is implicitly obeyed. 



MERIONETHSHIRE. 

MERIONETHSHIRE IS acountyin North Wales, 
bounded on the north by Carnarvonshire and 
Denbighshire, on the east by Denbighshire and 
Montgomeryshire, on the south by Cardiganshire, 
and on the west by the Irish sea and Carnarvon- 
shire. It is 3j miles long and S^ broad, and con* 
t^ins 500,000 acres of land, of which 3^)000 are 
pasturage and 50,000 arable. It is divided into 
five hundreds, viz. Arduddwy, Edernion, Estima- 
ner, Penllyn, and TalyboDt ; and contains 37 pd* 
risbes, four market- towns Bala, Dolgelly, Harlecfa, 
and Dyoasmonthy, and^787 houses inhabited by 
Q9,606 persons, viz. 19tS96 males and 15,610 fe- 
males, of whom 8t7U were employed in various 
trades, manufactures, and handiciaft^ and 10,308 
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ill agriculture* The total return of income under 
Ibe property tax in 1806, was 166,951 1.^ apd the 
aiMMnt of money raised for the poor in 1803, was 
9>4f^9l. being at the rate of 6s. id. in the pound. 
TJiis county lies in the diocese of Bangor, and re- 
turns one member to Parliament. Its principal 
risers are the Dee^ Defunny, Dyffi, Aron, and 
the Drwydth. 

RRPRSSBNTATIVE HISTORY. 

This county is one of the twelve enabled to send 
one knight of the shire to Parliament by the sta>* 
tute of the S7th of Henry VIIL, and has done so 
•ver since. The Journals afford no memoirs of a 
contested election. All we find relating to the 
BlUtter of election is as follows, 

Oct. 3, 1709« The House taking ttotice, that 
hf the books of returns from the clerk of the crown* 
tbar^ is no return made by the sheriff of this 
county. 

Resolved : '' ThM the sheriff of Merioneth, for 
not having made a return of his writ, and of the 
member, elected to serve in thia present Parlia- 
ment by virtue thereof, is guilty of a breach of the 
privitoge of this Housei'- 

Ordered that the said sbf^riff be, for his said of*- 
fence taken into the custody of the segeant at ar«ttf 
c^tendidg this House. 

Nov. 9. A petition of Edward Holland, iiigli 
sheriff of this coulity, in Custody of the seigMat 
at arms. 

Nov. 10. The high sheriff acquainted tbt 
House that it was a surprize to him to find tbe 
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writ was not returned, he having executed the 
writ and made the return, and delivered it to the 
under sheriff to bring up ; who brought the same 
with him and then withdrew. 

Ordered : " That the said Mr. Holland be dis- 
charged out of the custody of the sergeant at arms.'* 

Ater which a motion was made for taking the 
under sheriff into custody, but disagreed to. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

We find the name of Vaiighan representing this 
county with only one exception for the last hun- 
dred and fourteen years. 

The present member is Sir Robert Williams 
Vaughan, bart., of Nannan. 

Evan Lloyd Vaughan, esq., who represented this 
county in five successive Parliament^ from 1768, 
to the time of his death, was esteemed one of the 
last independent members of the old constitutional 
school. 

There being no borough in this county adjudged 
proper to be made choice of to nominate abui^ess, 
when the principality was imprivileged to send 
members by act of parliament, which was 37^ 
Henry VIII., proves that some regard was had at 
that time to the equality of representation, and 
that care was taken not to constitute a represen- 
tative body without constituents, as is the case 
in most of the present ones. It was therefore 
enacted, that Haverfordwest, a large town in Pem- 
brokeshire, should elect a member to make up the 
deficiericy. 
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MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 
Montgomeryshire is bounded on the nortfa 
by Denbighshire, on the north-east and east by 
Salop, on the south-east by Radnorshire, on the 
south-west by Cardiganshire, and on the west by 
Merionethshire. It is about 37 miles long and 
35 broad, and contains 500,000 acres of land, 
having about 60,000 arable, 1^0,000 pastun^e, 
and about 950,000 uncultivated, including wood 
lands. It is divided into nine hundreds, viz. 
Cawrse, Denddwr, Llanfyllin, Llanidloes, Ma- 
chynleth, Mathrafel, Montgomery, Newton, and 
Pool ; containing five market- towns, or rather 
boroughs, as they formerly returned one member to 
the Imperial Parliament, viz. Llanidloes, LlanviU 
ling, Machynleth, Montgomery, and Welch-Poole. 
The county contains 47 parishes, 8,7S5 houses, 
and 47)978 inhabitants, viz. S3,914 males and 
25,064 females, of whom 6,238 were employed in 
trade, handicraft, and manufacture, and 13,802 in 
agriculture. Amount of money raised for the 
maintenance of the poor in 1803 was 23,988/., at 
the rate of 5s. 1 1 Id. in the pound. The amount of 
assessment under the property tax in 1806 was 
31d,6l9/.9 and the average scale of mortality for ten 
years appears to have been as 1 to 59 of the exist* 
ing population. It lies in the dioceses of St. Asaph, 
Bangor, and Hereford, in the province of Canter- 
bury, and is included in the north-east circuit. 

EEPRBSENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This is also one of the twelve Welch counties 
enabled to send a representative to Parliament by 

, PART II. VpL, IV. , G 
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the statute of the 27tb Henry VIII., from which 
time it has returned one member to Parliament. 
7be meiiioirs relating to its elections are these: 

PKTtxiONSv4cc> July 16, 1660. Sjr Edvrard 
Turner reported ftx>m the Comipittee for Privilegies 
fipd Elections the ease of the election of a knight 
to terve for this county-*—** That, upon examina*" 
lion of the fact, some objections vere made against 
the validity of the former election, by reason the 
poll was demanded of the sherijOT, and denied ; and 
]that the committee were of opinion the poll wat 
not so demanded and refused as to make the 6lec«» 
tion void ; and that John Purcell, esq», who is 
returned to swerve for the said county, is duly 
elected, and ought to sit :'^ whereto thjB House 
agreed. 

Oct. 93, 1709. Notice being taken that the 
sheriff of this and other cpunties had not returned 
their writs for electing mepibers tp serve in this 
present Parliament, 

B^olved ! ** That the said sheriff, for not haying 
made a return of his writ, and of the members 
/ejected to serve in this present Parliament by virr 
tne thereof, is guilty of a great breach pf the pri* 
^ilegeof this House.'' 

Ordered to be taken intoc.ustody of the sergeant 
at arms attending the House. 

Nov. 8. A petition of John Felton, highrsheriff 
of this county, in custody of the sergeant at arms, 
acknowledging his offence, and begging pardon 
for the same, and praying to be dischai*ged out of 
custody. 

~^— 9. Mr. Felton being examined said, that 
he (immediately upon receipt of the writ) sent 
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it to Mr. Fowkes, bis under-sheriff, and that the 
execution and return thereof was left to his under- 
sh^ff, ^and that he signed the return accordingly. 

(!)rdv»rfe(l: '* That thife under-sheriff be summoned 
to iBittetid forthwith." 

Ortia-ed: ** That the said Mn Felton b^ disw ' 
ch^tgfed out of th^ custody of the seigeant at 
attte/' 

POLITICAL CHARACTKB. 

"thi leading interest in thiis county is diis^uted 
b*tWle«n lh6 Earl of f^owis Hud Sir Watkin Wil- 
Mm WyriUe : the latter hia^ prevailed in returainj^ 
the member to the five last Parliaments, but the 
Eari ot Pbv^ts \ii^ Irequetitly succeeded in hi^ no- 
mination antecedebt to that period. 



MOKtGOMERV. 

Mol^¥(n)tekkT \% a borough, triarkdl, lind the 
county-town of Montgomeryshire, 23 miles from 
LUdl6W, dHd l69 f^om Loildon; containing 155 
hoUstM atid 97% inhabitants. It is situated on the 
tocentof a hill, hear the right batik of thi^ Severn, 
Md Wto fbrrtiierly surrounded with walls. At thiil 
p\t6^ afe held the gi^nei^ai qu^rter-sessions and 
dt^ttnty-eoufts, alternately With Machynlefth, ahd 
It hai a g»r)l and house bf ([correction. The tnat>kel 
ii dtt Tu^d^y. Faiirs, ^rst Monday in Mfarch, 
Mareh d6th, SatuiMby befbte Gobd FridAy^ fit^t 
ThutMiiy ia Miiy, JuU6 7th, S^teih6«r 5th, O^^ 
tbUt U\hi ilhil MoV6iilbe^ 19th. 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY, 

This is the shire town of the county of tjii» 
nacne^ and fornrieriy, wjth its ooadjutor boroughs, 
Machinleth, Llanidloes, Poole, and Llanvyllingt 
elected one burgess, by virtue of the statute of 
27th of Henry VIIJ. ; but it hath lately been de- 
termined that the right is in this town only/ ^ The 
memoirs relating to several elections in the jour- 
nals, are these : ' 

PETiTiCfN^, &p.. .1580. In the vacation be- 
tween j the sessions, of Parliament, several writs 
were issued by itbe Lord Chancellor, in the room 
of members sick or absent. 

Jan. 19. Several members, elected by the virtue 
of those writs, were allowed to sit. 

The names of the membersare not in the ori- 
ginal journal ; but Sir Simond d'Kwes has inserted 
in his journal that ^Richard Herbert, esq, was 
elected, and allowed to sit for this town, in place 
of Mr. Hugh, who was supposed dead, but was 
only sick. ^ 

March 18. Ordered^ (upon Mr. CromweH's re- 
port,) *^ TJhat Richard Herbert, esq., returned a 
burgess for this borough in the room and place of 
Rowland Pugh, esq., supposed to be deiad, but 
yet known to be in plain life, shall be forthwith 
removed from his pl^qe; and the said Rowland 
Pugh shall stand and continue for the said pl^e.*' 

July 16, 1660. Sir Edward Turner reported 
froi^ the Committee for Privileges the. qase upon 
tbereturn of Thomas Middleton, esq. ,.to^ serve fi>r 
this borough ; and the petition ^ of Cbarlas Floyd, 
^^ That, upon examinatioq of the fact, it appears to 
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the committee thait Mr. MiddletoTi is duly chosen,- 
and ought to sit :" whereto the Housd agreed. 

March 19. f(J78. x\ petition of Edward Lloyd, 
csq./complaJn?ng^ of unflue • pri^ctlces used by' the 
bailiffs, it) electing and returning Matthew Price,- 
esq., to serve for this l^broiigh, in' injury of thepei 
titioner, who was duly elected, &c. 

ResoWed : " That it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Privileges, &c.** 

A petition of Matthew Frice, e^., complaining 
of an undue return of Edward Lloyd. 

Resolved : " That it be also referred, &c.*^ 

— ^ 20, A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, and 
burgesses, of Machinleth, Llanidloes, Pooler atid 
Llanvyllinig, complaih^ing of undue practices used 
by the bailiff of the town of Montgomery, in not 
giving timelynotice to Iheinbabitantsof the said bo- 
roughs of the election ; and, upon the day of felec- 
tion,excludingthe petitionersfrom being polled,wbo 
had agreed to give their votes for Edward Lloyd, 
esq. ; but the said bailiff, being influenced by some 
great person in the neighbourhood, returned Mat- 
thew Price, esq., to iserve in this present Parlia- 
ment' as burgess for the said town, notwithstanding 
the petitioners, who were far the greater number, 
unanimously made choice of the said Edward Lloyd, 
to the great injury of the petitioners ; 'and praying 
that the said Edward Lloyd taay either have the 
benefit of their voices, or that the election may be 
made void. 

Resolved : ** That the said petition be also re- 
fenfed, &c."' 

ApHl 1, 1679. Sir Thbnias Meers rfepcJrted,. 
thalt the committee had considered the matter erf* ' 
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tt^ r^tiw for thi^ l^wo^gh, ^d agiee4 9fh^v^pQJS^ 
as foUows, vi^. 

** Xheve are two iinde^ttufes, bot4i cjlated ^b^. ISth 
o^ If^ebruary ; one between Joha Williams, ^^% 
sb^riff of tbis county,, of tbe one part,, an^. E^^^A 
Wl^ktingbaBi and Rogei; J4>iies, l^ailiflEs, ap4. ^V!^ 
of tbe burgesses of tbis^ borough of tb^ othc^i; pf|f (, 
(wherein Mr. Al^ttbew Price i^ returned) -^ ani^ i» 
signed by both tbe bailiffs^ apd vf^y bfirgepKifm 
and a laige seal against tbe baili£fe' n^me^ ail4 * 
seal to each of the buq;^S9^' oaoies/' 

^^ Tbe other indenture betwemi tbe^ai^Q a^eriff 
of the QQ^ part) and qnany burgesses of thei bo- 
fougl^a of MontgOQiery, ?off|fi,, Macbifllejth*, hhn^ 
nidloes, and.Llanvylling, i^ tlw svfie.eftimty^ of 
Uie other pArt> (wbardl?y Ml> Edward Inlojiid i|9, i«t 
iHrned) aoid is sigQed by ipa«y oC ^hfi aaid.biii^j^fp^ 
but not eitber of tb)a ba>iliffs' bf^n^ o>r a^ s^al^^t 
all/' 

Wl^reupop tbQ qommijttfie^ r9solve4; ^ Tb^$ ^ 
illdi99t;Mr4 w.b^i^ Mattjbew Pric«,,esq,, is^ri^uriMsdl 
isj virella^ d«ly retufqed.by tbcj^ priORf^r, offic^9(.; 
anditliatthiBiiejupw l^ oj^bttp sit. in t^^fr^ie^t 
FaDlisw^t^, 9fi, wqli i^ejtiirqed; ^ t^)«^|(;h bpr^HiSJ'^ 
gf MoDk^fOWiery ;'* whicb, W3^ ql«o ri^;ire|4t Ijar the 
i3<Mi#e. 

Oat, 37, 1680. A p«titi9i^ of Sfe Jphp Trs?Qiv 
touchjlDf t^ ^If^tjon foF the ahii^> ti^w^n of lyiPAt* 
gffiW«iy. 

Nov. 8. A petition of tbe bailiffs an^.l^u^^^sil^ 
ql^tb^ borouglb qt Poole, in ^is county^ to^jpfiing 
tbe election of a burgess to serve in this, pri^n^ 
^arlii^Qenf; toT this sl|ire town ; apd a^ df^A^te 
^i^ vifh«tlwwr %h^j said, peti^bifw, b^ €;iJMl3|itfi<J 
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Withia the time prefiised by the orders of Che 
House, it was rejected. 

March 94. A petition of Str John Trevor^ 
toacfaing the election for this shire town. 

Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 

May 99, 1685. A petition of Charles Hubert, 
esq.t tororhtng the election for this town; abo n 
petrtion ol the mayor and burgesses 6f this Ufiirt^ 
and of the botoughs of Llanidloes, Pooler soNi 
UativyUtng. 

June 10. The House procettled in the hemfag 
of the merits of the said eteclion ; and the couo* 
set being called in, and hemd ait large opon tlM 
matter. 

Resolved: ^ That the election of a burgess to 
serve in Parliament for thia shire towiv dotk not 
belong to the bntgesees of Montgomcfy omly/' 

^^ That the several biiFgessea of the several bo* 
reuf ha of LlaniiUoes, Poole, aad LhiivylHng, in 
the county of Montgomery, have a Wghti to vote at 
ihadectiioli^o^ a burgess to serv« in Parliament 
for this shire town/' 

'« That WiUiam Williams, esq., is not duly 
elected/' 

'^ That the late efection of a buigess* to serve^ in 
this present ParliaiMnt for this shire town in a 
void. election: aad a warrant curdered for a new 
writ. 

N<)V. 9, 1794. A petition of John Vanghaa, 
ea%, cmipUiniBg of an undue return of I^^ 
Charles Mason, by great partiality of Mr. Georgis 
Beddoes, one of the bailiflb, in the absaiice of Mr. 
Edward Morris, the capital bailiff of Montgeaiidry, 
and by many other undue and illegal practices^ i 
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Nov. 6. A petition of Lumley Williams and 
John Herbert, esqrs., Morgan Edwards, John Da- 
vis, John Bembowe, Edward Evans, and Edward 
Lloyd, gentlennen, burgesses of this town and bo'^ 
rough, to a similar effect as Mr. Vaughan's. 

"■ 8. A petition of John Wynn and William 

Nicholls, esqrs., bailiffs of the town and borough 
of Boole; John Price and Griffith Btickleyj esqrs.; 
bailiffs of tbe. borough and town of Llanvylling ; 
and Jenkin Lloyd, gent., mayor of the borcuigh of 
Llaadidloes, in the county x>f Montgomery ; as 
w^U in ^behalf of themselves as of the rest of the 
r burgesses of the said several boroughs to a sinkilar 
effect. 

Jan. 17, 1706. Mr, Compton reported the mat- 
ter on the said several petitions as follows. The 
petitioners' counsel alleged, that the right of elec- 
tion was in the burgesses of Montgomery and 
three out-bwoughs ; and the same was not con- 
troverted by Mr. Mason's counsel. 

That Jt was agreed Mr. Mason had a majority 
on the poll ; but the petitioners' counsel com- 
plained of 'ill practices used to procure votes for 
Mr. Mason, and that there was no due notice 
given of the election ; and also of a surprize in 
Mr. Mason's appearing a candidate. 

As to ill practices, they called Evans, who said 
that Powell, who voted for Mr. Mason, and de- 
manded /a poll for hint, offered Francis Herbert 
10/. to vote as he would have him. Herbert voted 
for Mr. Ya\ighan. 

As to the want of due notice, Evans and others 
fi^id the electors wiere about seven oreight blindred 
fiersoiis'; that in Montgomery alone ^ere an hun^ 
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dred and twenty ; whereas at this election were 
poHed seventy-one only ; that there was a general 
complaint of the surprize. 

Cooper said he had but an hour's notice. 

It appeared also that it was not known Mr, 
Mason intended to be a candidate, or did appear 
in the town, till they had actually begun the elec- 
tion ; and then Mr. Powell demanded a poll for 
Mr. Mason, and Mr. Mason appeared as a can- 
didate. 

On the poll there were for Mr. Mason 41 — 
Mr. Vaughan 30. 

That Kobison, who todk^ the polU said it was 
carried on hastily, so that the names of one or two 
who polled were not set down by him ; but it 
was admitted three proclamations were made for 
]per8ons to dome in to poll before the poll was 
closed. 

For Mr. Mason it was alleged that due notice 
was given. 

The committee resolved, '' That Charles Mason, 
esq., is duly elected;" whereto the House agreed. 

March 30, 171^. A petition of Francis Herbert, 
esq.,^ complaining of an undue return of John 
Fugh, esq., by bribery and corruption, and other 
violent and illegal practices, by himself and his 
agents, &c. 

Ordered to be referred, but no report appears. 
In 179S, a double return. 

April 16, 1728. Resolved : " That the right of 
electk>n is in the burgesses of the said shire town 
only*^ and William Corbet, esq., duly elected. 

CORPORAXrON 

Consists of two bailiffs and 12 burg«esses or 
common council-men. 
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RIGHT OFBLBCTION, 

JuM 10, 1680. That the election of a buigeae 
to serve for tbi^ shire towO) doih not belong to the 
burgesaes of Mofttgomery only. 

That the several borougha of Llanidloea, We)<^h« 
Poole, and LlaBTylling^ hmvta ri^t to vote attbe 
dectk«L of a burgess to serve in Parliameiit fot 
this shire town. 

April 16^ 179B. That the right of election ia m 
the burgesses of lA« said shire tovm only. 

The town of Machrnleth, though an ancient 
borough, and entitled to vote under the statute of 
il7 Henry yilL, does not appear by the journals 
to have elaHned ita right at either of the ahovei 
periods. 

The two last rasoAutioM of 1680^ and n%% 
b^g at variance with eaeh other, the burgesseia 
of Llanidloes, Welch- Poole, and Llanvilling, an4 
also those of Macbinfeth, have a power to assert 
their right of voting for a member for Monl^o^ 
weiy, b«iiit>re another connoittee of the House of 
CoiMBom, by the atatutioof StS Qeorge IIL, aiidi 
$lao an appwl within twelve calendar months, 
against any firture decision, is f ivea them by the 
Mid act* 

Rkturning officers — the Bailifl^. 
pROFHiiBTait — th^Eari of Powysv 

POLITICAl^ CHARACTER. 

This t»wn, like aU the others m Wales^whiefa 
were imfitriYileged ta aend memhecs.ta ParUament, 
had its contributory horougbs^ who participated 
in the invaludble right of electioni until the year 
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%7^ whw Qm*¥^ tbq^ie r^9QliitU>Qt o£ t)^. Uo4;i«ci», 
mh¥ik h*i f W^pH away tl^e oQH»!tituei]^ of nwf t ofi 
tll^S;figli«b hoiQiigt^, eictenide4 th^ diaf«;^<;hi«i^ 
mmi 9f anithorlty to^ tliM^ Qf Ma€Meieitb> Uanid*^ 
1(M% UsM^TiUi^fl^ ^4, Welch pool, \vbicih aire iui\K 
qtllipi^ of thm ^mmri% privili^ge^ wd \kei eight; 
<iMlaMd uit bi9^ i»r tj^ bi»4g^6$Q$ pf Moiugpiwry 
iP^l* Tb« WQibQr of f lector^ are o^^w d(^ qiqi^. 
tlHH» eighty ;. ci^i^ieqiieii^y t;he uidependf^uce g| 
iXn p^liaM?atw^y obamoter is sit an et]id» and tbet 
b^rojugh,. Ul(e^ tb^t of Bie^mm^'iAs ia esi^irely at Um^ 
clifpfi^i of ^ paH»n. 

Of the boroughs disfranchised by the resoluUoOk 
Qt%lwC<MQ«itt<?RcrfPrivil^eftio l/SS, W^lch-Poole 
ooQtftiB^ 4S|Q bo^SQ^ Madc^hipLeth S4il ; Llauvilliqi^ 
4^; Llaqi([}^s 490 ho^s^a^; and th^ fom; ho^ 
rmtgket uni)^ed» hfti^^ a pqp4^1atio^ of 7,416 perspiMk 
whft ^€|^ {^U dQpti^^<J< pf UiQ righit of ];q>r^9Qt^ 
ti^n, (P coafi^e^ ift M> ]V|on,tgiQW^, « place witt^ 
oQ^y l;55 boiii^^flit aii4 979; iohabit^nts.. in wbat 
w«y Oftm t^ift bi$; aaqpHjotod for> except that Mpot^ 
gqm^fy i|5 th/Q: prpperty of a Iprd, while the, ptb»? 
ffmr horpiughs we: perfectly independent. Tbej: 
were all equally entitled to the exerci^ pf thJ9 
privilege, by 27 Henry VIII., which empowered 
Wales to send twelve representatives for the coun- 
ties, and as many for all the ancient boroughs. 
Welcb-Poole, Machinleth, Llanvilling, and Llan- 
idloes, were fourr of these ancient boroughs ; 
they continued to exercise the right of voting 
fi^om theyi^^r lis36),tp. 17?7r a period, of 191 yegrs, 
wJ^ei^ijb w^r««olv;«d, tb^t the ri^t of election 
n^ip.in^the.bprpMgh of Montgomerji^ only ! ! ! In 
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the same manner have the inhabitants of riiMt of 
the boroughs in England been deprived of the 
same right ; and what renders this grievance the* 
more inexplicable and oppressive is, that almost* 
every committee has differed with the tbriberone 
in its determination. The joornais are crowded 
with these contradictory resolutions, and in the* 
cases of Saltash and Steyning, two members have' 
been sitting in the House at the same time, who 
have been elected by different descriptions of con- 
stituents, and both have been deterinined by suc- 
ceeding committees, to possess the exclusive right 
of election. 

This plainly demonstrates, that the original right 
of the people has been lost sight of, and that these 
determinations originate in an ignorance of the 
constitution of Parliament, though there are not 
wanting persons who attribute them to other mo- 
tivj&s; If the Grenville Act had repealed all these 
resolutions, and established the right in the house- 
holders of all the boroughs, it would have restored 
the ancient right of election, and saved a million 
of money that has since been expended in contest 
and litigation. 



PEMBROKESHIRE. 

Pembrokeshire is a county in South Wales, 
bounded on the north east by Cardiganshire, oh 
the east by Carmarthenshire, and on the other 
sides by the Irish sea. It may be estimated to be 
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in length about 30 miles, and its extreme breadth 
about 27. It contains about 335,600 acres of land, 
about U0,000 being arable, 1 60,000 pasturage, 
and of the remainder, about 8,000 acres appear to 
be totally unfit for cultivation. This county is 
divided into seven hundreds ; viz. Castle Martin, 
Dewstand, Dungleddy, Kemess, Kilgerron, Nar- 
berth, and Rouse, and contains one city, St. Da- 
vid's ; one borough, Haverfordwest ; six market 
towns ; Fishguard, Kilgarron, Newport, Pem-. 
broke, Tenby, and W his ton ; the whole containing 
144 parishes, 1 1,869 houses, inhabited by 56,280 
persons; viz. 25,406 males, and .^0,874 females, of 
whom 4,846 were returned as being employed in 
trade and manufacture, and 20,088 in agriculture. 
There is a cotton mill near Haverfordwest, a forge 
at Blarkpool, and iron and tin works on the Tivy. 
Some years since an attempt was made to introduce 
the linen manufacture, but it did not succeed. 
The amount of assessment under the property tax 
in 1806 was 322,7^)0/., and the amount of money 
raised for the maintenance of the poor in 1803, 
was 13,213/., at the rate of 1 U. S^d. in the pound. 
The average scale of mortality according to the re- 
gistered burials for ten years, appears to have been 
as 1 to 70 of the existing population. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This is one of the twelve Welch counties. It 
was formerly a county palatine, within Wales, 
and its earl was Comes Palutinus^ and had Jura 
Regalia. Its jurisdiction was taken away by the 
statute 27 Henry VIIL, which enabled it to send 
one knight of the shire, and two burgesses: one 
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itofeffioirs 6fttiitt(6W rektitog to itd (d^etiofi$, h&tb 
felfevir. 

May 58, 1634. Mr. Gtaftville tepbtt^d fc6tt. 
ccrfting one of the knights of ^fetnbrokeshire, 
against Sir Janbes Parrot. That the Cbtntnitt^^ 
resolved not to theddle with it, WaUsfe it eJirtife 
after the time six weeks. 

Resolved, *^ That the ekcti6n iiid retWn of Sit 
James Parrot, is due aftd good.** 

Veh. 91, 1700. A petition bt Jfehtt barl6#, 
William Skirme, John Philips, Ow^n Fbrd, eSqfi., 
and several other freeholders ot this county, com- 
plaining of an undue return of Sir Arthui* Owen, 
by great partiality of the sheriff", in privately deli- 
Yering the writ to Charles Phillips, John Lang- 
bame, John Meyrick, esqrs., great friends of Sir 
Arthur; and as pretended, deputed them, with 
Thomas Skirme, his under sheriff, with the ejtecu- 
tion thereof, and to take the poll, together with 
many other illegal practices. — N6 Report. 

March 30, 171^. A petition of John BattdW, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Sif Arthur 
Owen, by great partiality of the sheriff, and that 
guards of twelve men Were appointed, most of thiM 
servants to Sir Arthur, armed with h\i hatbMAy 
under the notion of the sheriff's men, many of 
whom behaved themselves very insolent towards 
divers of the freeholders, and beat them ; wbdifeby 
they had not the opportunity of giving their v6tte 
for the petitioner. Ordered to be referred, but ttO 
report appears. 

17Sd. Sir Arthur Ow6n, bart., pefititfli«d ; tft- 
newed in 2d and 3rd se8$i6n8--'Kd report. 
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1741. John Symmons, esq., petitioned, renewed 
$d sessions and withdrawn. 

1762. Hugh Owen, esq., petitioned against 
Sir Richard Phillips, renewed the following ses- 
sions, but on the 97th of March, 1766, requested 
leave to withdraw it, to which the House agre^. 

1768. Hugh Owen, esq., petitioned, renewed 
th6 9d sessions, when the merit of this election 
tras tried at the bar of the House, add oh the 
6th of March, 1770, the House resolved it was t 
void election. 

1774. Several of the freeholders in favour of 
Symons, esq,, and themselves. The merits of this 
petition was tried at the bar of the House, when 
on April 97, l?70, the House resolved : ** That 
the sitting member was duly elected.** 

POLITICAI. CHARACTER* 

The political interest in this county, is disputed 
between Lord Cawdor, and Sir John Owen. At 
the bst general election in 1818, there was a con- 
test between Sir John Owen and the Hon. Mn 
Campbell, eldest son of Lord Cawdor, which ter- 
minated in favour of the former : the numbers at 
the final close of the poll being, for Sir John Owen 
1529^Hon. Mr. Campbell 4344. 

This is not considered by any fneans as con- 
clusive in favour of the baronet, as Lord Milfortl 
represented this county in the eight preceding Par- 
liattients, and was always chose in opposition to 
the Owen interest. Lord Milford and Lord Ken- 
sington unite with Lord Cawdor, and it is itM- 
gined that their united interest will prevaH at a 
future election. 
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PEMBROKE. 

Pembroke, a borough and market town, con- 
sisting of two parishes, in the hundred of Castle 
Martin, Pembrokeshire, situated on a branch of 
Milford Haven, 10 miles from Haverfordwest, and 
S50 from London ; containing 393 houses, and 
1,842 inhabitants, of whom 316 were returned as 
being employed in various trades and manufactures. 
The market is on Saturday. Fairs, May Hth, 
Trinity Monday, July 10th, and September 95th. 

KEPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This is the shire town of this name, enabled to 
send a member to Parliament, by the statute 97 
Henry VIII., and it has joined with it in this pri- 
vilege, the boroughs of Tenby and Wiston. The 
'memoirs concerning the elections and its rights 
in the journals, are these. 

Petitions, &c. — May 18, 1621. Sir George 
Moore reported from the Committee for Privileget, 
concerning a burgees for this borough — That they 
of Pembroke stood upon it ; they only had right, 
and the outbqroughs none. That the outboroughs 
were refused to have their voice. Hereupon the 
choice of Powell by those of Pembroke, holden 
void by the committee. 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of Lewis Wogan, esq.* 
. complaining of an undue return of Sir Arthur 
Owen, by bribery and many other illegal practices, 
and stating that the mayors and burgesses of Wis- 
ton and Tenby in this county, have a right to vote 
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ij^ tb^ election of a Qieq^bw, tog^b«r whU the) 
txf^yqr a»d bucgesg^e^ of PeoHhroke ; bqt ^be pnoyor 
of Pei^broke would not permit th^ m^yor wA 
divers hurges^e^ of Wis^ton to vote for the p^ti- 
tioxi^f, thoMgb they b^ frequently used that rigbt 
without interruption. 

, A petition of the XMyoh divers of the bui^^ses, 
Qjf the a^ncient borqugb of Wiston, in the QQu^ity 
of P^mbrokey on behalf Qf themseWesi and tbe x^% 
pi tbe burgesses of th^ 94id borough, ^ti^ting Mwt 
the said borough is an ancient borough by pre- 
Kriptipn^ and their waypr and burgesses, and adso 
the mayor and burgespe^ of T^nby, together with 
the mayor and bqrgef^es of Pa^ibroke, have a 
rigbt to vote ^t the election of a buigesis to serve 
in Parliamwt for the bprougb of Pembroke, ^nd 
have frequently exercised th^t right ; apd the mayor 
of Pembroke h^ given nptjc^ qf i^qch elec^ipn; 
but Sir Arthw Owep, b^rt;.^ (to g^in the govern^ 
mcnt of Pembroke wholly tp bi« own hands) \n 
1704» procured bimsejf to b§ elected mayor, (al- 
ibOMgb by the Q\izrtef \^^ W49 not qualified so to 
be) and so continued Ulcgaiiy fqx two years, during 
which time lie adoiitted gre^t nup^b^rs of hit de- 
p)9ndaot'^ tenants, and /servants who did not live 
within the liberties of Pembroke, tp be common- 
4C0uncilmen and burgesses ; thereby intending 
contrary to the charters and bye law of the said 
borough^ to di^prive the petitioner^ of thieir right 
of eiectipn. That Sijr Arthur bath prpepred divers 
of , his dependants of mean fortunes, who were not 
hf^iWffbplders Ja <k^ tpwn, to be elected mayor, 
who havi^ it|pp ^4piltM gp^t numbers of unqua- 

PABT II. VOL. IV. H 
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lifted persons as burgesses of PetDbroke ; and the 
present mayor, ^ Joseph Rickson, solicited in the 
last election for Sir Arthur, and proceeded to elec- 
tion, without giving the petitioners such notice as 
the lew requires, and complaining of many other 
illegal practices. 

Dec. 8, 1711. The said Mr. Wogan, and the 
said mayor and burgesses of Wiston, presented 
two petitions, the same in substance with those 
aforesiiid, which were severally read, and referred 
again. 

Feb. 95^. Mr. Freeman reported the matter 
upon the said petitions, as it appeared to the Com- 
mittee. That the counsel for the petitioners al- 
leged, that the right of election is in the mayorSf 
bailiffs, and burgesses of the several boroughs of 
Pembroke; Tenby and Wiston. 

That the counsel for Sir Arthur Owen alleged 
the right of election to be in the mayors, bailifib, 
and burgesses of Pembroke and Tenby only. 

That the poll was taken of the burgesses of 
Pembroke and Tenby only. For Sir Arthur 
Owen 207— Mr. Wogan 124. 

Hereupon much debate as to the burgesses of 
Wiston having a right to vote, when the com- 
mittee resolved : 

** That the mayor and burgesses of the ancient 
borough of Wiston, iq the county of Pembroke, 
have a right to vote at the election of a member to 
serve in Parliament for this bordugh of Pem- 
broke.'* • . 

To add 239 to the petitioners' polh, wad called 
^ohn Owen, esq., who said, thit the inaybr arid 
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burgesses of Wiston came to Pembroke to vote in 
this election, and upon their coming there, the 
fire^bell rang, upon which there was a great tti- 
mult : the burgesses and inhabitaDts for several 
miles ran together ; andSir Arthur Owen made a 
speech and loM them, that the Wiston burge^es 
were come to destroy their rights and privileges. 
but be would stand by the corporation ot Pern* 
broke with his life and fortune ; and thereupon 
the Wiston burgesses were said to be eueanies ; 
and the mob went up and down, and huzzaed al 
the houses, into which those burgesses were got, 
to avoid the danger of this tumult. That the bur- 
genes of Wiston who came to vote were 339; 
that the mob declared they would knock them on 
the head if they came to the > poll; and giiardb 
were set against them at the hall stairs, &c., &c. 

Griffith said, the fii%-beH rang at Sir Arthur 
Owen's instance, fcc. . ! : 

The committee reaohred, *' That Sir Arthur 
Owen is not duly elected : that Lewis Wogan» 
esq., is duly elected :'' whereto tbe House agreed, 
and ordered tbe return to be. amended, 

March 30, 171^. A petition of Geoi^e Barlow, 
esq., complaining of an undue return ot Thomas 
Ferrers, esq.-,' by partiality 6f the mayor of the said 
bwough, he being entirely in tbe interest of the 
said Thomas Ferrers, esq., and by bribery, pro- 
mises of preferment, ftc^and by many <Kher ille- 
gal means: and although the said Thomas Ferrers 
is not legally qualified in respect of estate. 

A petition pf the burgesses inhabiting withip 
theaopient corporation of this town. and Tenby, 

H2 : : 
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cm b^alf of ^btihseltes and other burgtases ef the 
guM boroirgbii skcwiog that Wiitoo, a small viU 
lag^, never pretemlecl ta bis a bormigb, or to bare 
rrght of Votings till wit bio tbete faut yelqrs ; And 
'cTlItbe colour of rij^ht Widtoi) htd^ is set fortb m 
it tsmnn^tipt under the hand of |be deeedsed's 
mstterml evidence ready to be produced: wad 
praying, &d.-^N0 replort appears cm either of 
Ifaede htst ptetttrom: 

}74K A petition of Raleigh Maneetli esq^, 
jfeneWed 3d bessioiis aad withdravD. 

jGO^PORATION. 

X^ gdr€frned by a mayor, two bailiffs, and an ihi^ 
tmtukm tinmber cf( common coiincilmep, dtit of 
#hotn the mayor is idhoato; 



Feb. 93, 1711. In the mayo^, bailiff^ and bur^ 
jgeik^ of the ^evi^l : boroughs of Pembfoke, 
T^ttby and Wkum. 

WgMftflii dp tloti^its**Mibouk aoOi 

RETURNi^it o**tc*K-^the Maydrt 

J^H'f Rb»i-^lr John Oweh, bart. 

Thfes^ bti^bUgb ha¥e b^^n tet>feseAted by tti« 
totally of Ovreli 6f bj«ielt<^ Hotise, in thecttUtity of 
Pl^tnbi'okte, andby |)fe«bn9 hbirtitiited by tbttn ev^ 
siiTce the restohaHrin of ChartesIL, In 1660. Tfei* 
family frjlvin* bec6ttt«eiil5A<*t ih th* old litte, theit 
i^t^t^s hdVe b^h be^iiiiatHed to JdhU L6fd, «&q., 
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been cr^tad.e Wpiuiit. . TljWigifttlefM^i^^^ pn?f 

4iitrict of^boflfoviglia. i ,. 

TheibofgeHtes^of tbii plfl«^< iQ flQi^WBCti^ w^b 
thoa&.of ]iVi9(bM<fMd.Twby« i^tecit th^ i^wlWKt 
There is no special resolution of th^ ^fKW^^ 9f 
Commons, respecting the right of the burgessesf 
of Tenby, but with' respect to those of Wiston, it 
btoiiwii reMlTQits ih§^ the m^of ^^^ A^u^rg^ses 
of d^kiattcient boomelpi ojf Wiftpoi. ia.tbf ^Qiinty 
ofPMibrokei h^f^^,f^%^ yfff(^^kfffp,f^tm 
fwrlie UnDtt^lixrf JP«»brote-^ 



HA'TftiirOltiDiWiisTiis tbe jpitineipal tovmki^BlLi^ 
tent, population, and trade^ jb '£embcokesltti;e; 1£^ 
miles *lroBi >Pemb4M^e, fi from JMilford^ abflld6# 
from liO»4oH ; ooMaining 599 houses and-fi^SSO 
Inhfifbitiints, of ^^m S]'6 were .rfittftrned aibeiflig 
employed in yarious tnufas. This is the aisiBe 
and county town of Pembrokeshire, and is OKHod 
by tti^ WelchHwifimdd. h. owes dts advantages 
prtftdipaily 4k> 4he mnoaffifttamce ofstanidiDgQAllie 
banlcs Of *the fiavigaM^ part of the iDun^eddy 
river, Q!1ie market here i» oneof the largiestrnd 
most abundant in Wales, particularly for fiaii. • tfit 
iMi ttllK> a v«py iarg«: cornrinarket, and.a^eeot ifair 
Ibi^^Mses^Md cattle of 4i;ll kiads oiiMihe7!th»of 
fulyii^fbei4ayk)9gt;:T<»oiiiii6 k^Beck«t, tketauAucj 
saitfi^ of '4be «pf)#r town; . Tiiere:i6.a cotton-miU 
near it, which employs about 1^0 persons, and is 
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the principal maaafiicture in the* iXHialy; The 
markets are on Tuesdays and Satnrdayst and th« 
fairs May 19th, June 13tb, July 7^b, Sept. I'Hb 
and 34th, and Oct. I8th ; and on the lat of May 
and 99th of September ia the adjotming pri^ioct of 
Prenderg;ast. 

,i ' BSPRK3SNXATIV£ ICISTORY. 

This boroogh within the cowrity of Pembrofce 
sends one member to Parliament? in lieu of a all ire 
town for the county of Merioneth. It ie w aouniy 
of itself by charter of King £dwiui!diV. ; after* 
wards by King Henry VIII. ; and lastly by King 
James L It was incorporated by King James L, 
and the last charter directs that it should be called 
by the name of the mayor, sheriff, bailiffs, and 
burgesses of Haverfordwest, dwiag tii^ f aifl will 
ahd pleasure of the said King James; It. has ret 
turned one burgess to Partiaiaent fiom the.SZl^ 
Henry VIII. Concern ti^ the right <^ efe^jt^a 
and its representatires, in that cespect tbejourmails 
t)f the House of Commons afford the foUo^ving 
memoirs. 

' May 38, l6S4. Mr. Glanvylle reported jfrom 
the Committee of Pri?ilegeaand Electioas for |Ia- 
Terfordwest. The committee of opinion to let it 
rest till the next sessions. So reaolvied by the 
House. 

Jane 39) 1660. Mr. Turner reported firomubt 
said committee, the case upon the elect««a.of a 
melaber to serve in this preaent Pailiaaie^tifof 
this town ^ and the pommittee's opidioa tiierie* 
upon. .1 
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of this towD; ap^ CQHn^ iV^s fead. n r > ^ . 
; The que^ifA b^ipg pr^ffQunded, Tbat l^ 
Houi^ (Jo^agr^^with tihe Gomsiiljtee. in their report 

coqcerjaiog, jtl^if o.to^P!»> ^^ the qiH^tion. put» 
That tt^ia qi,iesftk|q be novir put; it paa9ed' )a ,^be 
n^^tive. ^ . / 

Hesolvedi ** That the ejection oC.Wia. Phillips, 
^^pq,, to aerve in ^bia piMent; Parliamepitfor thia 
town ia V9id.;r apd a new wfjt jOrdered* : t 

April 4r 1669. . Sergeaat Charlton reported from 
^heaajd cotnmittee, tonqhing the election for this 
town and couQty« betweea $^r Wni. Moreton, an4 
Mr^ ]pf^ JLiioyd ; That the ^ueation w^Sf whether 
tbe^oiayor and burg^naes of the town on)y, or. the 
aiiaypr, burgeste^^ andj ip^bitanfs, that, paid scot 
and lot, had voices ; and that upon perusal of the 
statt)te of the 31st of Henry VIIL, the committee 
was of opinion, '^ That the mayor, burgesses, and 
inhabitants, that paid scot and lot, had voices ;. and 
that although Mr* Lloyd had the greater number 
of voices, yet divers of them did not pay scot and 
lot ; and these being set aside, Sir Wra. Mpreton 
bad the major number, and so was duly elected. 

Resolved upon the question, *' That the matter 
touching the eleption for the said town, be re^ia- 
mitted to the sraid committee ; to examine wher 
ther any of the burgesses and inhabitants of this 
town did not pay scot and lot, which di^^give 
voic^ for Sir Wm. Moieton, and how many ; and 
to make their farther report, touching the election 
for the said town. 

May 93^ 1663. Sergeant Charlton reported 
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jftotn the iMTd t!otmnittee^ That Hi^ MtAftittee 
were of opinion, that the burgesses atad InhabJti 
MMb df ttris -town #)io piaid scot a«d lot fiod voices 
in Ite isIecliM ; ^nd the comtaittee upon i^ami^ 
d«fkA df th^ i¥li6le tnatter, were bf bpiDityn, that 
Ht. Llbyd Was M>t duly ^ledted, wd that S}r 
Wm. Moreton was duly elected. 

A petition was tetadeMd •subscribed' by seteral 
))«tt%dM voubhing th^ elebtion^ fbr tSiis tbwn, atid 
upon the <lU€fsCtof<i 'r^ad, tfnd tb^ tbe resolution. 
That Sir Wti. Moreton was duly Reeled was dis- 
tigl^e^ to ; attid a ileW Writ ^MtterM fbr iM ^leetion 
ttf fc itKeitnber fot this *b wn atfd cotitrty, 

t)ct. 15, t^7. A :pe»iti<yn of Hilgh Owen, e^. 

NbV. «fe. TStrg^nt Chairtton tfepbrted the case 
of^fe etectiOd fbr this town aMd^t^oumy, between 
Sir ttedertck H*fle a?nd Mr. OWeto. 

That the fcommitteelrfad passed a resolve, viz. 

•* That the electron fi>r Haverfordwest is a void 
election :" WhierWO thte Hou^e ^disagreed; as a!s6 
to ti motion to have it tecttowitted, and resolved, 

« Thut Sir Fftdfericfk tfide is duly elected and 
tyughttoslt. 

May ^8, 1678. A prtition of William Wogan. 
esq., coTnphiining of^an undue return of Sir Herbert 
f*«tot, to serve for this town and county in injury 
xJfttie|)fetJtion0r, who Was dtfly elected, att*oughl: 
to bave been rettrrhed. 

*Ocft. S3, l^he ^auie peftition was again pre^- 
^tited dnd refiiirred in Uke manner. We do tidt 
•nd 'My f^ptfrl *ihereupdn. 

March 19, 1679. A petition df Thomas^Dwen, 
^sq., tompteitiikig^of an undue ^practice in Hhe re- 
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ttititiiig of Wiiiidtf'Wbgan, estf^ ill ^iQcmftiiNfb 

p«jltiOtt», &C. ; J ^: li 

Resolv^, <« Tb«it tt^e ri^ftirt^, but OD Ytqwil 

Mttreh 95. A pe^itfon df Jdiin hernia, tfhmfi* 
t>fthis town and cotmty, On behalf ^ hi msetf and 
othei^, ^complaining 6f uihidti^ a»d iWtegal pmotk^eB 
in Otte Edwtfrd Hughes pretended 'Sheriff ^ this 
tdwto and couiitjr/in liteWihg «tnd rttdttiing Wtn. 
We^an, esq., to ser^e iti Hite pViNi^iii Pat^Ikmetire, 
in injury of the petitioner and others the rtiha)bit^ 
ants w^K) *d duly t9ect 1?ho«i*i¥^€)^Wfttt; fesq. 

•ftesol^ed, ^ThWi^ berWfeited.^f -? 

Oct. 30, 1680. A petition of William Wdgsn, 
.^;j%^'read. •'• •'•"":• - *■ - I" 

'A' 'p€ftf(ibfl oftHfe^iHrii >ah*^€oanty of Haver- 
*)faifee8f^*Wsrifte#lsU»iiiittd. ^ 

Ordered that they 4!>fe refferred; but Dio fepc^rt ap- 
•pears. * - ''■ = '' J • • •":•'••:.•/. i , 

May 15, 1715. 'A'petit}6fn<)*J<rfrnlfertew,'es<5;, 
complaining of an undue return ^^rO^O^B^''- 
low, tiy the itfegfcl pteafbfes €lf Jfetoes Wtefeler, 
lesq., the' |)ri^i!i*! ttoayor, ^pfnd Jciseph Priest, she- 
riflF, &c.' ■'••''/'•' '''•'• 

July 4. Mir; Ham^ea tiepteHed the m^ter 
touching the said etec^tiota as folfey#s * ' ' 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the freeholders, burgesses, and inhabitants, paying 
'sc^tfittd lot,^ttfl nbt receiviti^ «lifts; ^ 

The poll was ftyr 'dir 'Geor^ ^riow g2&— the 
Petitioner 181. 

The counsel for Mr. fiarlow excepted against 
79"t(««iWBir^t5te6V^ ViiiSi as' illiegal 
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burgesses ; 20 alms m^ ; 1^ iobabitant^^ optpay^ 
ing scDt and lot ; eight neither freeholders, bttr- 
peases, nor inhabtlants ; aind two minors. 

And as to these exceptions many witnesses were 
examined, and (the petitioners' counsel proceeded 
to give evidence of partiality, and arbitrary (prf>r 
ce^dings of the mayor and sheriff in favor o£;Sir 
jC^rge Barlow ; but the counsel for Sir Geprg^ 
.Barlow said they were surprised^ and having; qe 
^witnesses to justify the election, the committee 
.resolved, 

" That Sir George Karlpwis not duly electa* 

*' That Johti Barlow, of l^aureipuy, esq*, is duly 
.elected.'* 

Resolved, '* That the proceedings of tbe mayor 
and common-eoLUijciVqf .thlS'towB^ in makiiiig bur- 
gesses without the consent of. (^ commonalty was 
illegal, and <^ontrary to thfe.rights of the said town ; 
and that the buigesses so pretended to be made, 
have BoC tihi^reby.,ac<mife)d auy right of voting at 
any luturejelecti^Hiiciij .: 

And thw order^ the return to be amended. 

1735. A petition, of Wyrriott Owen, esq*, re* 
pewed 2d and 3d sessions. — No report. 

1741. A petition pf Hugh Barlow, esq., re- 
newed Sd sessions. aud withdrawn. 
( j ' . .'.■•. 

♦ CORPORATION 

■ 'f ' 

Consists of R mayor, sbepiff, two baitiffii, and 
l#enty-four commoDrCounciimw. 

RIGHT O^ EL£€TION. 

Juiy^^,; 1715, In the J^reefaomera^ Buiigeaaea, 
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and Inhabitants, paying scot and lot, and not re- 
ceiving alms. 

At the same time resolved, " That the proceed- 
logs of the mayor and common-coo nci I in making 
bui^esses without the consent of the commonalty, 
was illegal and contrary to thertgkts of the said 
town ; and that the btirgesses so pretended to be 
mudcy have m)t thereby, acquired any right of vot* 
ing in any futuxe election, 

NuMBBR i)F VOTER^^-rftboUt 400. 

Returning otFtcER^ — the Sheriff. 
Patron— lioid Kensington* 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Lord KetMiRgton, and liis late fatherr have re« 
presented this town wUh bnly one exception fw 
the last fourteen ParliatocAlts : it is, however, by 
no Qseans a close borotigbi an opposite party exists 
in the town in favour of Mr. Phillips^ who was a 
candidate at the last electioa in 1812^ when the 
numbers on the poll were, : ^ 

For Lofd Kensington 9S(K-Mr. Phillips 98. 

A compromise took place about five and twenty 
years sinee between Lord K^isington and Lorct 
Milford, of Picton Castle, when it was agreed be- 
tween these two nobtemen that the former sfaouM 
upon his supporting invariably the interest of the 
latter in the county of Pembroke, receive a similar 
return from Lord Milford in the town of Haver- 
fofdwest. Whife this unidn subsists Lord Ken* 
siogton will bete the controlling influence in this 
place. ' 
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RADNORSHIRE. 

Radikorshia^ 18 a county of South Wal«Sv 
bou4ided on «he north by MoDtgomerytsbire, on 4fb^ 
east by Shiopshtre and H€refofd, oil the sonthaiid 
south-west by Brecknockshipe, aiwlon the noitfa-^ 
west by Cardiganshire, ]»enig^ nearly trianguiar. Its 
greatest length is ab<mt 3i mites, and its breadth 
about 96, containing 396)400 acrto of laod, of 
which 85,000 are arable and 150,000 pasturage, tl 
contairjs one borough, New* Radhof*, and two other 
marketwtowns, Knighton and Pcestasgne. It is 
ddviobtd into.^xhundredsy vic.Colwyn, KeVenlysi 
Knighton, Paificastle, Radnor, and Rhiader, fbe 
whale containing 56 parishes, 8,675 houses, m^ 
bdhited by l$,Oia persons, vis. 9)347 males 9^706 
fistnales, of whom 889 "^^^^ eniployed in trade and 
manufacture, and 8,690 in agrioilltuTe. The 
amount of assessment under the prope^y tax- iii 
1806, was iiS,02Ai.; and the totid amount of the 
pooi^s.r^tes in 1803, lOi98Si/. being at the tate of 
5i. Sid. in the poirod. This Acdunty lies in the 
dibcese of St« Di^vid^|{,< and province of Canter* 
bury. The assiees /are held at Pres^gne. 

REPR^SENTATfVJE ^iiSXPI^Y. 

J^is is ^ne of itboitsvralVie ^W^dh/countiasae^ 
tqjfii^<,a iuaight to' <PaiAianieiit bgr^virtueofjlAie 
statute in the 27th Henry* VIII. The memom 



. Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



llADl?6lt8ttllt£. » 109 

reldtin^ td i^ el^c^tians d6 fi^t oediir untit s^ince 
tll^trestoratfon, of which \ye itieet With the ftrf- 
lowifig. 

PETITIONS, &c. May 6, 1678. Sir Thomas 
Metres reported from the Committee of Privileges 
and Elections touching the election for this county, 
Th^t Mr. Samuel Powell, by bis letters a«idirfefidg« 
bis petition and claim might be dismissed ; Tbttt 
Sir Thomas Littleton, at the desire of Mr. Powell 
withdrew th^ said Mr. Powell's petition, by tb6 
perfDissiod and consent of the comtnittte : and 
that the committee resolved^ 

<• That the petition and claim of Mr. Samuel 
Powell to be elected for this county, and the whole 
cduiie and question of return and election be- to- 
tally dismissed : and the said committee were of 
o()it)ion^ that Ri<:^hard Williams, esq., be reported 
well elected^ to serve in this Parliamedt as knigiit 
of the shire for this county : whereto the House 
agteed. 

March 31, 1715. A petition of Thombs Hartey, 
esq., com)>lailling of an undtie return of Richard 
Fowler, eif\., by a cnmbiDation of the said Rich^ 
. FitJfWler, Edward Fowler, esq., th^ high-sheriflF, 
Mr. Wrti. Chamberlaift, under-sheriflP, Mr. Mat- 
thew Davies, attd other confederated, who by pro- 
mise*, threats, &c., endeavoured to influence the 
freeholders to vote for th^ said Richard Fowler, 
^nd stating that the said Mr. Harley, with several 
ftiEtehoIderS, detaattded Of the deputy-sheriffio pro- 
ceed to election and return ttiift petitioner who had 
the majority of vote^ but he refused the same. 
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Also a^petitioo of divers geotlemen and free* 
holders of this county was read to the same effect. 

Ordered to be referred, but no report appeanu ^ 

Oct. 19, 1722. A petition of Sir Ricbtrd 
Fowler, bart., complaining of the undue ret,um of 
Sir Humphrey Uo worth, knight, by corrupt and 
illegal practices by himself and agents, and in coo* 
federacy with several other gentlemen, procured a 
majority upon the poll ; and made use of tbpeato 
and rioting to terrify the freeholders from coming 
to give their votes for the petitioner, and distri- 
buted large sums of money to several of the voters 
and treated the freeholders in several parts of ihe 
county, and that the said Sir Humphrey hath not 
an estate sufficient to qualify him for a knight of 
the shire in Parliament, &c. 

Jan. 10, 1723. Another petition of Sir Richard 
Fowler, bart, against the return of Sir Humphrey 
Ho worth, knight. 

Ordered, These petitions were ordered to be re^ 
ferred, but no report appears. 

1735. A petition of Gwynn Vaugban, esq., 
renewed 2d and 3d sessions. — No report. 

1741. A petition of Roderick Gwynne, esq., 
renewed 2d 3d and 4th sessions. No report. 
Pcckweii, Dec. 3, 1802. John Macnamara, esq. petitioned 
lie/' *^*' against the return of Walter Wilkins, esq. A 
committee was appointed May 28, IrOS. The 
charge was for treating ; but as it was not proved, 
the committee, on the 4th of June, determined the 
sitting member duly elected. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Earl of Oxford had formerly the priiioipal 
interest in this county, but since the year 1796, 
Walter Wilkios^ esq., of Presteigne, has repre- 
sent^ it upon the independent choice of the free* 
holders. Lord Rodney is Lord Lieutenant of 
Radnorshire, but it is remarkable he has no re*- 
sidence nor property in the county. 



NEW RADNOR, 
OR MAESYFEDNEWYOLD. 

New Radnor is a borough and market-town, 
in Radnorshire, Wales, situated at the narrow 
entrance of a pass between two high pointed bills, 
94 miles from Hereford, and 159 miles from Lon- 
don, by VVorcester, containing 68 houses, and 347 
inhabitants. The tewn has a court of pleas for 
all actions without limitation, but the assizes are 
held at Presteigne. The market is on Saturday. 
Fair, October 18. 



REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

This borough is the shire-town of this county, 
and d9 such is entitled to send one burgess to Par*» 
Kament, in conjunction with* the boroughs of 
Knigton, Kevenlys, Knucklas, and Rhiader. The 
memoirs relating to elections of such representa- 
tives are these : 

PETiTid^s, &c. *June 19, 1661. Ordered: 
"That the petition for this borough, which. 
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though it came not in within the time limited, be 
referred to the Committee of Elections, — No 
report* . / . 

March 30^ I67«. A petition of Robert Dwr- 
Ksm^.esq., oomplaining of an undije return of 
Sir EdfTatd Hwley, by partiality of the bailifiV 
(:who is not authorised to make the sam/a,) and 
other illegal practiceB. 

The clef k of the crovrn bang called in^ infomied 
the House, that there was no return for this town 
affixed to the writ, but a return for the county 
only. 

And oneMnOf^laiid being called, informed the 
House that he had an indenture, which he was 
directed by the: sheriff to affix to the writ ; and 
that ha had tendered it to the clerk of the crown ; 
wd the indenttii^ beiQg broifht up to the ts^tey 
ordered, " Tbiat the clerk of the crown do affix 
the precept and indenture to the writ for Radow* 

1679- A petiticH) of Riehard DeerfawEi.,^ ^sq., 
complaining of ad undme return t)f Sir Edward 
Hattey, : 

Resolved : '^ That the said petition be referred 
to the Committee of Privileges, &c. ; but no re- 
port appears." 

Jan. 23, 1688. A petition of William Frobert, 
e^„ qomplftiniog of an undue return of a b^rg^iil 
ito serve in this present convention for this bo*- 
-rtfugbi was read. 

Maccb 28, 1689. Qrd^ed : '< That the mfitter 
touching the election of a burgess for this boraugby 
upon the petition of William Frobert, esq.) be 
beard, . 
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April 15. Sir Joseph Tredenham reported the 
matler upon the said petition as follows : 

That for the petitioner the counsel opened it— 
That by the ^th and 35th of Henry VIII., all 
the burpesses, as \yell of the out*boroujB;h8 as of 
the shire-towns of Wales, (except for the town, of 
Merioneth,) had a right to vote for a bui^s of 
the shire-town ; and that in the county of Radnor 
there Were five borough towns, who had a right 
to vote for a burgess for this borough ; and that 
tiie niHJorlty of burgesses of two of the out-bo- 
roughA. who heard by accid^t of the election, 
were for Mr. Probert ; and that the rest of the out- 
borou$:hs, not having any notice of the day. of 
election, did not appear; and called witnesses to 
prove the same. 

For Mr. Willisonsit was admitted, that the 
out-burgesses bad. a right of election, but insisted 
that Mr. Williams had. the .majority ; and a poU 
was never demanded ; and called witnesses to the 
aame effect. 

The committee resolved, " That Richard. Wil- 
liams, esq., is duly elected:** which was agreed to 
by the House. 

March 95, 1690. A petition of Robert Harley, 
esq., complaining of an undue return of Sir Row- 
land Gwynn, by partiality of the Bailiff. 

Oct. 6. Another petition of Robert Hadey, 
esq., shewing that the high sheriff of the county 
of Radnor proceeded to the election about the 
95th of February, but issued out no prcKrept to the 
bailiff of this, Wougb ; so that th.e election for 
PART II. yoh. lY. I 
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iit\$ hatw^h he^» not tHl the 17th of M«rcb, 
notwithstaadin^ which uq warrantable practices^ 
^h^ petitioiker was«<iKily elected by the majorky of 
fagal qualified voircds^ but the baili0* bad retruto^d 
Sir ftoirlfmd Gwy«n, m prejudice of the petk^ 
jkioner. 

Nov. Id. Mt. Grey reported the maktenr upon 
tlw baid petition ; Dbat the quieation between the 
petitiOBefr and S^r Rowlatid Owynn wiis oancerw- 
itig: the right of elecftieii. 

That the p^titimier inscffted that the Tight o^ 
etertJroA lies ifn thebft^gesses bflladclary Rha^crdcf^ 
Kjw^btbi), Kiraokftats ^t)d Kevenlice, odfy. 

That ^6 $ii>tifig tnembet msiiiBted, tJnat Paiowy 
0*3 tie ^M9d Pfe$tmgne had aft^qnal rif Hi in eledthi; 
ivith the said other towns. 

ThBt*ai9 rlie poil was taken^ tiie Dnmbers wrthr 
j(H»t FreBteigne and Paine's-'caiBtk were i\mw: Ibe 
8ic Rowland Gwynn ITS-^for Mv- Harlcy 17^. 
B0t eevefal ottiers U^re excepted to^ afid takcfn 
off from Sir Rowland Gwynn's poll ; dnd beaidea 
these, tbetQ t/fefe 8* of Paine's-^astle and 46 of 
Preatoig»e, who vo^ed fbr biito^. 

To prove Paine's-castle and Presteigne hlid a 
xi^t, the coumel inisti^d U|k>n.the Btatot^ of the 
97^ of Henry VIII., 'cap. S6^ d>at said, •* The 
burgesses' .fees eihouVd^be levied m wiellof the nhii^ 
torerns as*of othdr anokgHt bofOtaghd withita the 
setoe shrre ;'' add the ii^edi*d 4>f ^a feturn Aht dm 
b6nk)iji«h, wherein Prefet^igrie aod Nottdsti tteie 
mtotioded ; also a copy df a'f^ord of alititidldn^ 
tufe of ifetorn, 30 Cbf. H.^mM to Im Aiad^^bftu 
tween the bailiff of the ancienr boit^gh df Faifle's 
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named. 

Slit k was said by John WiUiains, t^cd 64, luid 
by another, aged 82, that Williama had lived at 
Psesleigoe .»U hia time, and the otlier had been 
town-clerk of this bofough «0 yea», and nerw 
knew any of Presteigne vote for Parliament xifen : 
thereupon the committee •resolved : 

" TJiat the Figbt<>f«Iection of burgesses to serve 
ito f^rliamcnt for this 'borough is in the iburgesses 
of 9«door, Ehayeder, ICmghton^ KiiMklss«nd 
KerenUee, oely/' 

^ That Sir AowfondGiwyiMft is not duly elected/' 

^^ That Robert Harlegr, esq., is duly :€lsct6d :'' 
yfAere^ the Hmise a^Dead, ami oedered the return 
to be amended. 

March 31, 1715. A petition of fxlward Uarley, 
esq., (oiMBomonly caUed Lord Badey,) com{daining 
of an undue return of Tboilnas Lewis, esq., juniori 
wiio tsinot qualified, by fmrtiality of Mr. Samuel 
Button, 4>ailiiff of the said borough ; aod that the 
said bailiff, Thomas Lewis^ senior, and WiHiam 
James, have (Pretended to make aome hundreds of 
illegal burgesses, and polled them for Mr. Leiiris» 
j«nior, declaring it was to exclude the petitioner. 

March 6, 1716* Another •petition of Edward 
Harley, eaq^ 'Was read, the same in sub8tan<te as 
befbre. 

Both 4hMe petitions wtereoidered to be referred. 

Dec. 4, 1717* Another petition of Edward 
Harley, esq., to the saitae effeiet as the former ; and 
also c<HnpliNlaiflg4Cff4DGttaoes, bribaryi^aml tbre^ 

i9 
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used to eiHfeavour to influence the electiM^ to give 
" their votes against the petitioner. 

Also ordered to be referred, but no report ap* 
"pears. . 
: 1728. A petition of John Verney, esq. ; re- 
newed second sessions.-^No report. 

17S>5. A petition of William, Viscount Bate- 
man ; renewed second sessions. — No report. 

1741. A petition of the burgesses. — No report. 

In 1761, there was a double return, Edward 
Lewis and Thomas Lewis, esqrs. The former in- 
formed the House that he did not mean to contest 
the matter, and the clerk of the crown was ordered 
to attend and erase his name, Nov. 28. 

In 1768, Edward Lewis, esq., petitioned against 
the return of John Lewis esq., May 7i 1768, the 
petitioner was declared duly elected. 
Olenberrie, In 177*** Edward Lewis, esq.j again petitioned 
3;7-s77', against the return of John Lewis, esq. The chair- 
men of tbe committee appointed to try this case 
informed the House that the petitioner was duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned. 

In 1780, Edward Lewis and John Lewis, esqrs., 
were both returned, and the former petitibned. 
On the 3 1 St M of January, 1781, the committee, 
found the. petitioner duly elected. 

John Lewis, esq., had been returned by the re- 
sident burgesses, but the determinations of. tbe 
committees were in favour of the jnoQ-resident bur-^ 
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tCoDsists of a bailiff.andSi bpFg$»tM^f^, 
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* Rflfdnor was an ancient borough, by preset ption^ 
till the reign of Queen Elizabeth, who granted it a 
charter, with many privileges^ together with a nja- 
IKHT, containing 11 townships and a jurisdiction^ 
extending 10 or 13 miles. This town has also a 
court of pleas for all actions, without limitation. 

RtGHT OF ELECTION. 

Nov. 12, 1690. Is in the Burgesses of RadoOT^ 
Rhayader, Knighton, Knucklas, and Kevenlice^ 
only. 

March Tj 1769. The several persons^ though 
they had no pther claim to be bqrgesses of the bo- 
roughs of Rhayader and Knucklas than by virtue 
only of a presentment made in the pretended court- 
leet, holden under the authority of certain letters 
patent, which appear not to have been enrolled 
within the time expressly required by the said 
letters patent, in order to the validity thereof, 
ought not to have been admitted ^ legal voters at • 
th^last election. 

Number of voters — about 1,000. 

Returning officer — the Bailiff. 

POLITICAL character. 

This town has been subject to various contests 
on the right of election. The question at. issue 
has been, whether the word Burgesses meant such 
as were resident within the boroughs of New Rad- 
nor, Rhayader, Knighton, Knucklas, and Kevenlicc, 
only, or whether it extended to those who did not 
reside within the said boroughs. Three petitions 
have been presented to the House since the pass- 
ing of the Grenville Act, which have all originated 
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in this dnrpute. The first was that of Edward 
Lewis, esq., on the 6th of December, 177*, against 
the election of John Lewis, esq,, who had been 
reilurned by the resident burgesses, which was d«* 
teruiined on the 27th of January, 177^, in favo«T 
. of the petitioner. The second was, in consequence 
of a double return of both these gentlemen at the 
ensuing general election in 1780, which, on the 
S^Is* of January, 1781, was likewise determined in 
favour of the non-resident burgesses ; and the third 
arose out of a contest at the general election in 
1790, when the Ear! of Oxford, who was patron 
of this borough, thought proper to withdraw hJs 
countenance from Mr. Edward Lewis, the late 
member, and to support his relation David Mur- 
ray, esq. Mr. Lewis, who had before experienced 
the influence of his lordship's patronage, and bad 
twice succeeded by petition, on the claim of the 
non-resident burgesses, now becamea candidate on 
that of the resident ones ; when the numbers upon 
the poll were — for David Murray, esq. 609 — 
Edward Lewis, esq. 313. 

Mr. Murray was accordingly returned, and Mr. 
Lewis became a petitioner upon the same claim of 
right which he bad formerly opposed, and against 
which he had twice succeeded by petition. 

We presume this petition was not proceeded in, 
as we find no report upon it. 

Richard Price, esq., of Knighton, has represented 
these boroughs in the five last Parliaments, since 
the patronage of the Earl of Oxford has declined. 
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The Report of the Committee of the Friends of 
the People, associnted for the purpose of obtammg 
a reform of Parliament, contains such a corteift 
eoti simple statement of the origin and present 
state of the representation of Scotland, that vtt 
find it f>eces«ary to introduce it as an authentic 
testimony of the ancient freedom of election in that 
part of the British empire. 

It will not require any comment where the evi- 
dence is so complete, nor any apology where the 
authority is not to be impeached. To use their 
own words, " an unembellished detail of facts 
must be refuted before it can be shaken,'* and can-* 
not fail to convince where interest or prejudice 
has not warped the mind. 

The representation of the kingdom of Scotland, 
which contains two millions of inhabitants, is con- 
fined to the tenants of the crown in the several 
counties, to a corporation of thirty-three indi- 
viduals in the city of Edinburgh, and to sixty-five 
delegates from the same number of self-elected 
corporations of the royal burghs of Scotland. 
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The whole number of electors in some of the 
shires does not exceed nine, and the whole con- 
stituent body of thirty-three counties, is no more 
than one thousand three hundred and sixty-eighty 
a number greatly inferior to that of the freeholders 
in the smallest county of England ; while the 
number of representatives is only one more than is^ 
furnished from the rotten boroughs of CornwalK 
We shall forbear to make any comtaent where the 
external evidence of defective representation is so 
glaring, as to set at defiance all sophistry, and im- 
pr^s conviction on the unprejudiced part of man- 
kind ; where the represented part of the comma-: 
nity does not amount to a hundred in a t^undred 
t)iousand, and where property, held in tenure from 
- the crown and corporate bodies, deriving exclusive 
privileges from accident and intrigue, can alone 
exercise the rights of freemen. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

OF THE 

FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE. 

*' Before your committee proceeds to the con* 
sideration of the important objects to which they 
conceive you chiefly intended to direct their at- 
tention, it may not be improper to mention a sort 
of representation which is peculiar to North Bri- 
tain ; which has an irresistible tendency to give to 
the crown an undue influence in the House of 
Lords, and which, by a more silent, but not less 
effectual operation, contributes equally to the 
same end in the other House of Parliament. 

" At the union of the two kingdoms, in the be- 
ginning of this century, the peers of Scotland sur- 
rendered their hereditary right to seats in Parlia- 
ment, and were limited to an elective representa- 
tion by sixteen of their number. It is not the in- 
tention of your committee to enter at large into 
the history of their elections ; it is sufficient to 
state, that it is universally known, that ever since 
the Union they have been considerably influenced 
by the ministers of the crown, which species of 
patronage has given them an undue preponderance 
in the popular branch of the legislature, by means 
which will be afterwards explained. 

^^ Your committee having thus slightly touched 
on. the state of the Scottish peerage^ and only as it 
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has a reference to their immediate object, they 
will now endeavour to fulfil their duty by pre- 
senting to the Society a true and impartial account 
of the representation of the people of Scotland in 
the House of Commons. 

" They will first establish, as they think, incon- 
trovertibly, 

1 . That the constitution of the Scottish Parlia- 
ment was originally popular and free. 

9, That many laws which have been enacted for 
the regulation of elections, bear evident marks of 
the combioed efforts of the crown and the ariatp^ 
cracy, to narrow the rights of election. 

3. Th«t each of these laws deprived the people 
pf some right formerly enjoyed and exercised. 

4. That by various fictions of law, contrary to 
the spirit of the British cowstitutioP) th^ right of 
election of members to serve in Parliament hw 
been transmitted from those to whom it justly and 
naturally belonged, to others who had no right 
whatsoever. 

5. That these grievances have been long and 
severely felt by the people, and that they have 
been often complained of, and that various statutes 
Sot their remedy have been vainly enacted, and 
fiiccessfuUy eluded. 

^. That the system of representation in Scpt*- 
jUnd is now so confined and defective, that it has 
become a mere mockery upon the name or idea* 

^^ Although the ebuaties, cities, and btt^h«, 
kfaour under the same constitutional grievance, 
and suffer equaUy i^m the gradual deterionatioa 
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of tbefar ttftieot cotidhtioni, rt wtU k ntcmu^to 
eoonder tbeir h'rstocy aeparttely, oo acecmnt of the 
dMkrent mode& in which their vi^ts bate hem 
4Zirciiiiiscribed, usurped, or destroyed* 

COUNTIES. 

*• By the constitation of Scotland, the Parlia- 
ment being the King's Court Baron, or Curia 
Hegisy he could summon all his immediate te- 
nants to attend him there. In those remote times, 
service in Parliament was not considered as a pro- 
fitable privilege, but as a borthensome duly ; and 
in the beginning of the fifteenth century, the sys- 
tem of representation was introduced for the ease 
and benefit of the vassals of tenants. Yet, until 
near the end of the sixteenth century, every free- 
holder, or tenant of the crown, was entitled to vote 
at elections, however small his property might be, 
which sufficiently proves the ancient popularity 
and freedom of the institution. 

In the reign of James the Sixth of Scotland and 
First of England, (a monarch who was not distin- 
guished by too great an attachment to the liberty 
of mankind,) the right of voting was first restricted 
to fi^eholders possessing lands of forty shillings of 
what was called " old extent ;** that is of lands 
which were so rated in the cess or county-books 
about the end of the 13th or beginning of the 14th 
century. Your committee wish you to observe, 
that this was a great and fatal blow to popular elec* 
tion ; for though forty shillings was made, as in 
England^ the nominal standard of a vote, yet by 
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csarrying it back to a rate or raluation nnde three 
hundred years before, the value of money having 
considerably fallen, the extent of the qualificatkm 
required was viery much raised. And this ciroum«- 
stance points out the efficient cause of the enor<> 
mous difference which subsists between England 
and Scotland with regard to freedom and popularity 
of election in the counties. In England, the qua- 
lification has been allowed to keep pace with the 
decreasing value of money, and has therefore been 
extended to greater numbers of electors. In Scot- 
land, by the limitations to the rates and valuations 
of very remote periods, the right of voting has been 
confined to possessors of very considerable estates, 
and the number of electors has been very much 
diminished. 

^^ Had the Scottish kings and nobles stopped iBtt 
this point, the evil might have been endured : but 
they proceeded vigorously in their career of en- 
croachment. In the reign of Charles 11. , it was 
enacted, that where the right of voting on an old 
forty shillings land could not be proved, which had 
becomedifficult, then to be enabled to vote, itshould 
be necessary to be infeoffedin, or seized of, an estate, 
valued in the same reign at 400/. Scots annual rent. 
It is proper here to mention, that at this day, by 
the nearest average which can be made over the 
whole kingdom, the rent of those lands which are 
valued at forty shillings " old extent," is from 70 
to 130/, sterling ; and the rent of the lands valued 
in the reign of Cliarles 11. at 400/. Scots is now 
about 400/. sterling, so that the king more than 
tripled the qualification required of the greatest 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SCOTLAND. 125 

part of the kingdom, by substituting lands worth 
400/. instead of those worth 100 or 130/, 

Even this infringement was not thought enough ; 
under George II., the modes of proving the exist- 
ence of these old forty shilling votes were rendered 
more difficult, by details with which your com- 
mittee will not trouble you ; they will only state, 
by these regulations many of those votes have dis- 
appeared, and that very few of them now remain. 

** Hitherto your committee have confined them- 
selves to the statement of those evils which arise 
from the magnitude of the qualifications required 
in electors, and their consequent paucity: they 
have yet supposed that this precious right is exer- 
cised by the real proprietors of the soil, under 
certain grievous and improper limitations ; but " 
they are now to describe mischiefs of another na- 
ture, which have been suffered to grow up, which 
have been fondly fostered in the bosom of kingly 
and aristocratic power, and which have totally per- 
verted, and completely overturned, the real repre- 
sentation of the counties. 

« By the Act of Charles 11. , 1681., the founda* 
tion was laid for the intolerable abuses which now 
exist, and which certainly were never contemplated 
or foreseen by that Parliament; It was then enacted, 
that the right of voting should be in persons pub- 
licly infeoffed in property or superiority oi lands 
of forty shillings old extent, or 400/. Scots valued 
rent ; thus making the distinction, and drawing the 
line, between /iro/>€r/y and superiority. It is ne- 
cessary to. explain this temi of ^wpmoriiy, because 
from an abuse of it the principal grievances in the 
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eidG4ion« lor kftightft of the shire it) ScoUmd li«¥e 
arisen. 

*' The feudal law supposes the kiqg to be tbe 
soJe pro^etor of all the laads in the kiogdon : 
froia him bis Tsssais hold by cbarter ; ia like oiaa* 
ner bis vassals may gdrant lao^s to be held troiE 
them by charter ; tbese sub-vassals may repeat the 
same operation md h^/inidum ; but the or igiaal or 
immedwie vassal of the king, has the aole right of 
votkijg or beii^ elected to serve in FarliamoBt. 
From this system tbefoHowingoonsequenoesbaM 
lowed: 

1. ^^ Proprietors of estetes, of whatsoever v^alue, 
wbo bold from a subiject, are not entitled tto votcw 
or to be elected. It is comptited, that in seixecil 
counties, neariy one Jaalf the lands lare held tin^tkis 
manner from subjects superior: over the wbote 
knig^m it is belteved, thitf tone fifth of ibe laaii 
am 90 held, therefore the proptietots of one 'fiffch 
of the landed property, as far «s >tbftt piop^tif 
operates, are de|NFrvQd ef any voice in the cbooaiing 
their representatives. 

Bk '^ Id this class of landholdefs, so excluded 
ffom tbisiovaluable franchise, are meb 6f ostatiM 
wovtb imm 500L to SiOOO/. per annum ; but wJiat 
i$ more tto be lamentedi^ it comprebeads the bieat 
add most virtuous parts of the oomoMant^; 
namely, the middling and smaller gentry, and tibe 
industrioiM yeomen amd £Mrmets^ who hove inhe* 
riled or acquired some landed property. 

3. ^^ Many persons without tbe^Nnaliest idteieat 
in the land, possosa the riglprt of voting mud uf 
being elected. 
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#). ^' It is a |N*iiiciple m tb6 comtitutioO) tbait 
wrmaii shall have more than one vote in the same 
county in his own person ; and it is another pAiEb* 
e^4^5 that DO peer of the reahn dhall have any 
vote at all in the election of tneoib^rs to serve in 
tfae House of Commons. 

^^ By an ingenious device of the lawyers, tbea* 
two fundamental prmciplas have been eluded i 
when a person of great property wishes to multipl]^ 
his votesi be surrenders his thmter to th^ crowift; 
heappbkits a numfeer otf con6dential firiends to 
wJMm the crown parcels out his estates in lots <$f 
^0&l.j Scots valued rent : then hie takes charters 
firdna these frifends for the real prdpeifty, thus leav- 
ing them apparently the immediate tenan<ts of tha 
ovorwn, and consequently all entitled to vote or 
to be elected. This operation is equaiUy open to 
peer^ and gr€^ coinnEionerd> who hav^ availed 
tbemsdves of it Mccndingly ; the peers thus ac* 
quirimgan inAueftce from which they are excluded 
by the spirit and forms of the constitution ; and 
the great coannoneni extdBding and multiplying a 
fij^t in an undue and fraudulent manner, thereby 
depreciating or extinguishing the franchie^ of the 
amalier proprietoia, with great ai4 manifest fMT^n* 
diee to the gemral liberty of ^he c6uatry. 

^ This legal fraitd began in fbia ^ntary» and 
has been chiefly practised during the present veign ; 
k thtirefone derives no ah^feet or aenetion fiom 
cmatom, which the fc^y of men allows to co^rir 
twukitude of glari^ abnaes. Ytour eonraiittoe 
will not dwell on the various rnddaii ^by which it 
bat been pesftftm^d: they>wilttbriefly sMte, that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



19S SCOTLAND. 

the common methods have been by life rent, char- 
ters, charters on wadset or mortgage, and charters 
in fee. . 

** Tbe^ legislature has not been blind to these 
mischievous innovations ; nor has it been inactive 
in endeavouring to resist and prevent them. It 
has admitted that these delusive surrenders of 
charter? and consequent creations of nominal and 
fictitious votes, are fraudulent in fact and princi- 
ple ; and it has been decreed, that wherever they 
can be detected, they shall be illegal and void. 
Several laws have been passed for the prevention 
of such proceedings, and^for the detection of such 
crimes. Oaths have been enacted to be taken by 
freeholders, claiming to- poll at elections, couched 
in the strongest terms, and providing as many 
guards as the zeal and wisdom of the legislature 
could invent ; but all these precautions have been 
constantly defeated by the ingenuity of the learned 
profession, who have always succeeded in finding 
salvos for weak . consciences. Gentlemen of the 
fairest characters, nay clergymen, have been in- 
duced by subtle explanations and the nicest 
verbal subterfuges, to take these oaths contrary to 
the evident intendment of the legislature, contrary 
to the received meaning and. usi^e of our Ian* 
guage, and in defiance of the general sense of their 
country. 

** Your committee refer you to the acts, Ifi 

Anne, cap. 6, and 7 : George II. cap. 18, not only 

for'the terms of the oaths, but for the purpose and 

meaning of the laws. 

^^ The court of session in Scotland have been 
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remaiks^ly unfortunate in their endeavours to 
give effect to these laws. Being compdsed of 
fifte^i judges, and the sentences being decided by 
the majority actually present, it has necessarily 
happened, that from the diversity of opinions na^ 
turally incident to mankind, the decisions of the 
court have frequently varied, according to the ab- 
sence or attendance of the several lords ; and the 
«ame points at issue have often undergone very 
different and opposite determinations. Nor h«s 
the situation of the isubject been much bettered 
by the appeal to the House of Peers ; for very 
xrontrary sjrstems concerning these election laws 
have been maintained and carried into effect by 
the highest authority in that final judicature. What 
was law one day, and under the direction of one 
judge, was not law another day, and under ano- 
ther judge : and thus from the double uncertainty 
of the manner in which the majorities on the 
Scottish bench might decide, and of the varying 
opinions of the high legal characters in England, 
men have had no security, and have been doomed 
to suffer inceriumjus^ suntmam injuriam. It may 
not be wrong to state, that not less than six hun>- 
dred lawsuits have taken place within these twenty 
years, on this subject of county elections, which, 
with the attendant legal operations, have cost 
above a million of pounds sterling. 

'* The parliam^itary representation of the coun- 
ties in Scotland has, therefore^ according to the 
expression of a noble lord, high in the law, " com- 
pletely slid from its basis.*' Much undue inftu- 
encehas been acquired by the crown, the oobility, 

PART II. VOL. IV. K 
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and the great proprietors ; the laws have been 
eluded and perverted ; the number of electors has 
been greatly diminished; and the constitutional 
rights of the subject have been invaded, usurped, 
or annihilated. 

** By table, No. 1, which is annexed, it will be 
seen, that in two of the counties, there are only 
three real voters in each ; in seven, not more than 
ten : in all of them, respectively, very few. The 
total number of real voters in the whole is 1,390 : 
total of false, nominal, and fictitious voters, 1,201 : 
and thirty-three counties return only thirty mem- 
bers, six having only the right of sending a mem- 
ber to every second Parliament." 

CITIES AND BURGHS. 

" By the ancient and original- constitution of 
the cities and burghs, the magistrates and town 
councils were chosen hy the resident burgesses and 
proprietors of houses and lands : this, however, 
was a state of freedom, too incompatible with the 
proud aad narrow views of the kings and nobility, 
who, constantly in hostility with each other, 
agreed in nothing but degrading and oppressing 
the people. By an act passed in 1469/ the town ^ 
councils were invested with the power of electing 
their successors ; and in 1474, it was ordained 
that four persons of the old, should be annually 
chosen into the new town councils. By these 
laws, as far as they were effectual, the burgesses 
and inhabitants at large were disfranchised ; they 
bad no longer any control over their magistrates ; 
and the corporations became self-elected juntos, 
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totally separated in interest from their former coil^ 
stituents and fellow citizens. 

*• Every city or burgh h^ certain estates in 
land, houses, fisheries, port duties, and other va- 
luable sorts of property ; the revenue arising from 
which, was, by their original charters andconsti** 
tutibns, destined to be applied for the benefit of 
their communities ; but as soon as the magistratey 
and councils acquired the power of electing them- 
selves in perpetuity, they administered, embez* 
zled, and delapidated these estates at their plea« 
sure. 

" This subject is now before Parliament ; and 
a great body of evidence has been compiled, which 
will soon be published, and which will throw very 
great light on the ancient state of the Scottish 
burghs. Your committee, however, have thought 
proper to mention it as one great branch pf the 
encroachment on former rights. 

'^ It is absolutely necessary to state, that these 
unjust acts of 1469^ and 147*> have been so de*- 
tested by the people, and so much resisted in 
practice, that they have never been completely 
.executed in any one place: in many of the 
burghs, the burgesses continued for a long period 
to elect their own magistrates ; and several char- 
ters have been granted, as low down as the end of 
the last century, conferring the right of election 
on the burgesses. These acts, then, on which 
the present system is founded, have not the sanc- 
tion derived from the submission, consent, or re- 
verence of the people ; and their appeal would not 

K 2 
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be an innovatioii, but a reatoratibn of anct^at 
rights and privileges, 

<« If the cities afid burghs had suffered in their 
common property only, by these tyrannical lairs, 
they would have been comparatively fortunate; 
but as their representatives in Parliament wete to 
be chosen by the magistrates and councils, wfaeia 
they lost the right of electing them, they lost all 
share in the choice of their legislators ; and in 
this unhappy situation they find themselves at 
ihis day. 

^^ At the union, Edinburgh, beirig the capital, 
alone retained the right of sending one member to 
Parliament. All the other towns were thrown into 
districts of fours and fives, each district beingallow-> 
ed to send one member. This induced a regulation 
which still noore sensibly wounded the freedom 
of election. By it every burgh now elects a dele- 
gate ; these delegates meet by rotation at each of 
the towns to elect the representative. The place 
^here they meet is called the presiding burgh for 
that election, and its delegate has a casting vole ip 
case of an equality of voices. The burghs have 
no control on their delegates ; they must trust ed4 
tirely to honour for the return of the person by 
whom they wish to be represented : and there 
have been instances where the delegates have 
corruptly betrayed their trust, and have acted con- 
trary to the desine and expectation of their con-, 
stitueuts. 

^ Another evil, deeply felt by the great com- 
mercial towns^ is their being classed with insigni- 
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ficant and obscure burghs ; among many instances 
of this, It will be sufficient to mention Glasgow^ 
which is known to be one of the most opulent 
trading cities of Great Britain. Its number of in- 
habitants exceeds 77,000 ; its delegate is chosen 
by thirty-two persons, who are seU-elected : and 
this delegate has only one voice of four in the 
choice of a member of Parliament, in common 
with the delegates of three little towns, the inha- 
bitants of which are not more than 3,000. 

'* By table. No. 2, it appears that of fifteen 
members for the cities and burghs, one for Edin- 
burgh is chosen by thirty-three persons : the oth^ 
fourteen by sixty-five delegates, who are elected 
by 1 ,280 persons. 

" The inhabitants of Scotland are above twp 
millions; their representatives are chosen by 
2,643 ; Scotland sends forty-five members; a single 
county in England, namely Cornwall, sends forty- 
fpur. 

** Your committee will now conclude : they 
have endeavoured to be as brief as possible^ and to 
confinethemselvesstrictlytothemost material facts. 
Volumes might have been written on the matter 
which has presented itself to their observation : 
but they hope with deference to the judgment of 
the society, that they have more truly executed 
the task which they undertook by compressing, 
than by expanding the subject* 
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No. I. 
Table, ^c. of Number of Electors in the Counties, Sfc 





1788. 


1812 


Valued nut of each 




Ifomi- 


Real and 


shire of Scotland, 




nal. 


Bominal. 










L. t. d. 


1 AberdeeB - - t- - 


96 


145 


235,665 8 11 


f Argyll - - - - 

8 Ayr . - - - r 
4 Banff - - - • - 


21 


52 


149,595 10 


119 


147 


191,605 7 


15 


34 


79,200 


5 Berwick - - - 


87 


124 


178,365 7 3 


a Dunbarton - - t - 
7 Dumfries - - - - 


51 
11 


43 
72 


33,327 19 
237,941 3 4 


8 Edinborgb, or Mid Lotljian 

9 Fife - - - - - 


10 


34 
216 


191,054 3 9 
362,584 7 5 


10 Forfar, or Angus - - - 


24 


114 


171,519 16 r 


11 Haddington, or E^t LoU^iap 

12 Inverness - - - - 


13 
83 


76 

55 


168,878 5 10 
73,188 9 


13 Kincardine - - - - 


6 


74 


74,921 1 


14 Kirkcudbright - - - 

15 Lanerk - - - 


72 
69 


137 
98 


114,571 19 3 
160,000 D 


1^ Liftlitbgow, or West JiOthiaa 

17 Moray, or Elgin - 

18 Orkney , - - - 

%9 Peebles - - - / 
20 Perth - - ^ - - 


18 
53 
21 
5 
19 


n 

33 

29 

42 

184 


74,931 19 2 
65,603 6 5 
56,551 9 % 
5 J, 937 13 10 
335,000 


at Renffew ---,-, " 


82 


78 


68,076 15 ^ 


22 Ross - - - 


33 


70 


75,040 10 3 


ftS Roxbur^ — • -. -. 
24 Selkirk - - . - 


49 

13 


145 

38 


315,5«4-14 6 
80,307 15 6 


25 Stirling - - - - 


30 


108 


108,618 8 9 


26 Sutherland - - r - 


23 


26 


26,193 9 9 


27 Wigton - - - - 


34 


50 


65,338 7 8 


The following s^ shires elect 








a member alternately. At 
the last election the shires of 














Bute, Clackmannan, and Nairn, 








returned a member to Pariiii- 








inent. At the next election. 








the shires of Caithness, Kinross, 








and Cromarty, will retam a 
member to Parliament ; that is. 














Caithness Blternately;with Bute, 








Clackmannan with Kinross, 






I 


and Nairn with Cromarty. At 


' 






the last general electiojD in ^812, 
$iS Bute T - - - ' - 


9 


18 


15,022 IS 8 


29 Clackmanpan ... 


11 


23 


26,482 10 10 


30 eiairu - r 


14 


25 


. 15,162 10 11 




1201 


2354 


8,802,180 10 5 


To return next Election : 








?1 Caithness - - - - 


t 


24 


87,256 2 10 


P2 Cromarty - - - - 
33 Kinross - - - - 


1 


11 
16 


12,897 2 8 
20,192 11 2 




1285 


2405 


^,872;56S 1 
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m 1 




11^ 


K amber of town-council 


fdelc 

e m< 
ent. 


Kumber of town-council 


l| s ^ 


who choose each 


one dO' 


who choose each one de- 


Wl 


legate. 




?'«i 


legate. 






Numbei 
in each 
choose 
of Par 111 




1 

KuDibc 
in eacl 
choose 
of Pari 


1 EdinburgU City 33 




9 Stirling - - 21^ 




2 Dinwall - - 


. 151 




Inverkeithing - 15 




Dornock 


- 15 




Dumfennline - 26 


h 5 


Wick - - 


- 12 > 


5 


Culross - - 19 




Kirkwall - 


- 23 




Queensferry - 21^ 




Tain - - 


- 17j 




10 Rutherglen - 19- 


L 4 


3 Fortrose - 


- 15-. 




Glasgow - - 32 


Inverness - 


.2ll 


4 


Renfrew - - 21 
Dumbarton - 15- 


1 


Nairn 


.19f 


' 


Forres 


.I7J 




11 Jedburgh - - 26^ 




4 Elgin - - 
Banff 


- 171 




Dunbar - - 20 




- 17 




North Berwick 12 


. 5 


Cullen 


- 26 > 


5 


Lauder - - 17 




Kin tore 


- 9 




' Haddington - 25^ 




Inverarie - 


- 9 J 




12 Peebles - - 17^ 


) 


5 Aberdeen - 


- 19"! 




Linlithgow - - 27 


' 


Montrose - 


. 21 




Selkirk - - 33 


Brechin 


. 13 ^ 


5 


Lanerk - - 17- 


] 


Aberbrothock 


- 19 




18 Dumfries - - 25^ 




Inverbervie 


. 15J 




Kirkcudbright - 17 




6 Perth - - 


- W\ 




Annan - - 21 


5 


Dundee 


- 29 




Lochmaben - 15 




St. Andrew's 


- 29 > 


^ 


Sanquehar - 17 




Cupar 
Forfar - - 


- 31 




14 Whithorn - - 19^ 


, 


- 19 




New Galloway 20 


* 


7 Crail - - 


- 211 




Stranraer - - 18 


Kilrenny - 


- 13 




Wigton - - 18^ 


1 


Anstruther W. 


15 > 


5 


15 Irwine - - 17^ 




Anstruther E. 


19 




Rothsay - - 19 




Pittenweem 


. 24 




Inverary - - 13 


► 5 


8 Kinghom - 


.22->| 
.2lf 




Cambelltown - 17 




Dysart 

Kirkaldy - 


4 


Ayr - . - 17^ 


_ 


Burntisland 




1220 


65 



In Edinburgh 33 persons elect one member of Parliament, In each 
of the other 14 districts the respective town^councils nominate one 
delegate each, and by the majority of these delegates in each district 
the member of Parliament is elected. 

Thus, in Edinburgh - - 33 persons elect 1 member. 

In the other districts 1,220 choose 65 persons, who elect 14 members. 

So that ultimately in the Inirghs 98 persons elect 15 members. 
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The counties and boroughs of Scotland send ; 
45 members to the Imperial Parliament. The repre- 
sentation of this kingdom, though containing two 
millions of inhabitants is confined to the Tefiants 
of the Crown in the several counties, who bear an 
exact resemblance to the burgage* tenure bopougbs 
in England. In the city of Edinburgh thirty-three 
individuals elect the member, and sixty-five dele- 
gates from the same number of self-elected corpo- 
rationsof the royal boroughs return the remaining 
fourteen members. The whole constituent body 
of thirty-three counties amount to no more than 
two thousand four hundred and five, real and no- 
minal electors, nearly otie half of whom are of the 
latter fictitious description. 



ABERDEENSHIRE. 

This shire contains three royal boroughs, Aber- 
deen, Kintore, and Inverary ; and several large 
and handsome towns, aa Peterhead, Fraserburgh, 
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Huntly, and Old Meldrum. It is divided into S5 
parishes, containing S5,949 houses, inhabited by 
123,082 persons. 

representative: history. 

Petitions^ &c. 1707. Alexander Redney, 
e9q.> petitioned ; renewed sessions 2. 

On thr return of William, Lord Haddo, (son of 
the Earl of Aberdeen,) in 170S, there was a peti- 
tion of Alexander Irwin of Drum, Alexander Gor- 
don of Pitlurg, Thomas Erskine of Pittodry, and 
James Moir of Stonywood, barons and freeholders 
of the shire of Aberdeen, in behalf of themselves 
and others, having a right to vote in elections for 
members of Parliaf»e»^, »b4 to be legally repre- 
sented in the Houseof Commons of Great Britain, 
complaining of the eldest sons of peers, who were 
peers of Scotland before the Union, being chosen 
to serve in the House of Commons of Great Bri- 
tain for that part called Scotland. On the 3d 6f 
December, the House proceeded to take into con- 
sideration that part of the act for uniting the two 
kingdoms which relates to election of members to 
serve for Scotland ; and the counsel were called in, 
and the petitions and representations relating to 
that matter were again read : and after the counsel 
had been heard, they withdrew ; and the question 
being put. That the^ eldest sons of the peers of 
Scotland were capable, by the laws of Scotland at 
the time of the Unioj^,, to elect or be elected to re- 
present any shire or borough in Scotland to sit ia 
the House of Commoms oi Greaft Britainj it parsed 
ia theuegsitive: in. oonse<][uenc« of whidi. Lord 
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Haddo was declared incapable of sitting in the 
House, and a writ was ordered for a new election. 

May 22, 1732. Sir Archibald Grant, bart., was 
expelled the House on account of the Charitable 
Corporation. 

In 1735, Alexander Fraser, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Sir Arthur Forbes, knt., and 
bart. 

In 1806, Alexander Hay, esq., petitioned against 
Mr. Ferguson's election. 
iNuMLBER OP VOTERS — nominal 96 

Total 145 

Patron — Duke of Gordon. 



ARGYLESHIRE 



Con 3: A INS two royal boroughs, 49 parishess, 
14,100 bouses, and 76,850 inhabitants, being 
35,738 males and 41,112 females, of whom 4,196 
were returned employed in trade, and 19,900 in 
^riculture. 

NuiABER OF VOTERS — nominal SI 

Tot^l 52 

I^ATRON — Duke of Argyll. 



AYRSHIRE 



Is about 65 miles long and 36 broad : contains 
two rofydl boroughs, Ayr and Irvine, 45 parishes, 
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having 13,603 houses and 84,306 inhabitants, be- 
ing 39,666 males and 44,640 females. This county 
gave birth to the famous Sir William Wallace, in 
the reign of Alexander III., who, after fighting 
gloriously for his country, was at length betrayed 
into the hands of the English by one Monteitb, 
while asleep in his house at Glasgow, and most 
cruelly executed in 1305. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1735, Charles Cochrane, 
esq., petitioned against the return of Brigadier- 
General James Campbell ; renewed sessions 2d 
and 3d. — No report. 

1741. General James Campbell petitioned 
against the return of Patrick Crawford, esq. ; re- 
newed sessions 2. 

1780. Sir Adam ^Pergti«on, bart., petitioned 
against the election of Hugh Montgomery, esq. 
On April 2, 1781, the chah'man of the committee 
that tried this contested election reported to the 
House that the petitioner was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned. The return 
amended accordingly. 

In 1796, William Fullarton, esq., petitioned, 
but afterwards withdrawn. 

Number of voters — nominal 119 

Total 147 

Patron — Earl of Eglintoun. 
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BANFFSHIRE 



Contains 7,789 houses and 55,807 inhabit* 
ants, being 16,067 males and 19,740 females, of 
whom 4,890 were returned employed in various 
trades and manufactures, and 1 1,177 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1735, Archibald Ogilvie, 
esq., petitioned against the return of James Aber- 
erombie, esq. — No report. 

Number of voters — nominal 15 

Total 34 

Patron — ^Baroness Ahercromby. 



BERWICKSHIRE 

Is about 34 miles long and 19 broad, ^d con* 
tains 6,173 houses, and 30,i631 iahabitajitSj^ being 
(4,S94 males, and 16,397 females, of whom 3,349 
were returned as being eoiployed in tr^ and 
manufacture, and 6,396 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. I^^ 1735, Sir John Stewart, 
bart., petitioned against the return of A. R. 
Campbell, esq. ; renewed sessions 3d and 3rd. — No 
report. 

In 1741, there was a double return, viz. Sir 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COUNTIES OF SCOTLAND. Hi 

John St. Clair, bart., and A. H. Campbell, esq. 
The latter was declared duly elected. 

In 1780, Sir John Patterson, bart., petitioned 
against the return of Hugh Scott, esq. The chair* 
man of the committee reported it a void election, 
and Mr. Scott was again returned. 

Number of toxsrs — nominal 87 

Total- 194 

Patrons — Earl of Home, and Mr. Home of 
Wedderburne. 



BUTE AND CAITHNESS. 
BUTESHIRE 

CoNTA^'s 1,911 houses, and 11,791 inhabit- 
ants, of whom 4,821 were reCamed as being em- 
ployed in trade and manu&cture. 

Number of voters — inominal 9 

Total 18 

PATRON— Marquis of Bute. 



CAITHNESS-SHIRE 

Contains 10 parishes, in which are 4,433 
houses, and 22,609 inhabitants, of whom 2,20! 
were returned as being employed in trade arid ma- 
nufacture. 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

The shires of Bute and Caithness alternately 
send a member to Parliament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1728, John Sinclair, esq-, 
petitioned; renewed sessionsSd and Sfd — Noreport. 

1741. Patrick Dunbar, esq., petitioned. — No 
report. 

Number of voTERS-^nominal 11 

Total 2^4 

Patron — Sir John Sinclair, bart. 



CLACKMANNAN AND KINROSS- 
CLACKMANNANSHIRE 

Contains 2,100 houses and 10,858 inhabit- 
ants, of whom 1,037 were returned as being cm- 
ployed in trade, and 872 in agriculture. 

Number of voters — nominal 11 

Total 23 

Patron — Baronoss Abercromby. 



KINROSS-SHIRE 



Contains seven parishes, 1,372 houses, inha- 
bited by 6,725 persons, viz. 2,1 16 males, and 
3,609 females, of whom 888 were returned as be- 
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ing employed in various trades and manufactures, 
and 667 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

The shires of Clackmannan and Kinross send a 
member to Parliament by turns. 

Petitions, &c. In 1710, Lieut.-Gen. Charles 
Rosse petitioned against the return of Mungo 
Graham, esq., who was found not duly elected. 
His seat was taken by Sir Joh^'Malcolm, bart. 

In 1715, James Murray, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Wm. Douglas, esq. — Withdrew his 
petition. 

1735, Sir John Shaw, bart., petitioned against 
the return of James Erskine, esq, ; renewed ses- 
sions 9. — No report. 

1741^ Alexander Bruce, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Sir John Bruce Hope, bart. — Peti- 
tion withdrawn. 

In 1774, James Francis Erskine, esq. ; petitioned Gien?frtie, 
against the return of Ralph Abercromby, jun. esq. sii/ajs. 
for Clackmannan. A committee was appointed 
April 5, 1775- The petition stated, that the sit- 
ting member was absolutely/ disqualified and ine^ 
ligible. On the 7th of April the committee deter^ 
mined the sitting member duly elected. 

Number of voters — nominal 17 

Total 16 

Patron — Thomas Graham, esq. 
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CROMARTY AND NAIRN. 

CROMARTYSHIRE 

Contains 1,000 houses, and 5,390 inhabit- 
ants. 

Number of votbrs — nominal 6 

Total 11 
Patron — Hemif Davidson, esq* 

NAIRNSHIRE 
Contains 1,940 houses, inhabited by 8,257 
persons, viz. 3,639 males, and 4,618 females, of 
whom 898 were employed in various trades and 
manufacture, and 2,901 in agriculture. 

REPRES£NTATIV£ HISTORY. 

These counties are represented alternately. 

Petitions, &c. In 1735, JamjBS Brodie, esq., 
petitioned against the return of Alexander Brodie, 
esq. ; renewed in sessions 2. 

1741. George Mackenzie, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Sir William Gordon, bart. — 
No report. 

1784. Cosmo Gordon, esq., and certain fi^ee- 
holders of the county of Nairn (in favor of George 
Campbell, esq,,) petitioned s^ainst the return of 
Alexander Brodie, esq. 

April 3, 1786. The chairman of the committee 
informed the House, that the sitting member was 
duly elected. 

Number of voters— nominal 14 

Total 25 

Patron — Lord Cawdon 
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DUMFRIESSHIRE 

Comprises three districtSi viz. Annandale, 
Eskdale, and Nithsdak : is about 60 miles loog, 
and 30 broad, and contains four royal boroughs, 
Annan, Dumfries, Sanquhar, and Lochmaber, and 
42 parishes ; containing 10,785 houses, and 54,547 ' 
inhabitants, being 95,407 males and 299190 fe- 
males, of whom 6,317 were returned as being em- 
ployed in trade and manufacture, and 10,691 in 
agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1708, William Grierson, 
esq., petitioned against James Lord Johnston : he 
withdrew his petition; but a new writ was not- 
withstanding ordered, in consequence of the sitting 
member being declared incapable of sitting in the 
House on account of his being the eldest son of a 
Peer of Scotland. 

The petitioner took his seat. 

Feb. 13, 1711. William Grierson, esq., was de- 
clared not duly elected. 

Resolved, " That Homer Maxwell and others, 
who were infeoffed of estates redeemable upon the 
paying a Rose Noble, have not a right to vote/* 

1714. James Murray, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Sir William Johnston, but the merits 
of his election not having been decided. Sir William 
Johnston sat all thia Parliament, both for this 
county and the boroughs of Dumfries, &c. 

^ART II. VOL. IV. L 
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173*1. Alexander Ferguson, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Charles Erskine, esq.— Peti- 
tion withdrawn. 

1741. Matthew Sharp, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Sir John Douglas, bart. 

Number of voters — nominal 11 

Total 73 

Patrons — Duke of Buccleugh, Marquis of 
Queensbury, and Earl of Hopetoun. 



DUNBARTONSHIRE 

Is about 40 miles long, and S3 broad ; contain- 
ing IS parishes, 3,375 houses, inb^bited by«0,710 
persons, being 9,796 males, and 10,914 females^ of 
whom 7,9^S w^re returned as being employed in 
trade and manufacture, and 4,633 in agriculture. 

Rl^PRESENTATIYE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 17SS, JohnCattipbell, aq., 
petitioned against the return of Mongo HakTdne, 
esq. The petition W^ renewed th6 2d arid 3rd 
session. 

iSesolved, Jan, 33, 1725, '' Th^t the spfittirig of 
interests in undivided shaVes of lairds is contrary to 
the act in Scotland, afiUo 1681 ; that the pHrcha- 
sersofsuch undivided part be disqualified Itom 
voting, and that the pEetitioncfr wiis duly elected. 

1780. The tton. George Keith Elphinstdrie, 
^efitidhed agaiMt the return of Lord Frederick 
Campbell). 

Feb. 14, 1781. The chairman of the committee 
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appointed to try this election reported to the 
House, that the petitioner was duly elected, and 
bVilght t6 ti^\^febeen retUrtied. thte return arf»«nd^d 
accordingly. 

Number op voters — nomihal 51 
•■■•■■'••■' "totkl 4^ 



. . - ■ I , •",,1 ; i;- . . .,■■.,... 

EDINBOR^&H GOUNTY, br MIDLOTHIAN, 

Is about' ^d miles' t6^^ and ^ bfoad, and con- 
t^ifl^i^c^til S^b,4(:(0 a^res 'of ImM. It is divided 
Ml&^l t)aHlti«Sj #t)«nili lareiiiniduded i7,i\l 
houses, inhabited by 199^9^4; persons^ bein^ 
54^!%4^k1i§ KsA 69i799'femiii&y orvhoai,^li0(36 
"^^V^tMned^M b«^n^^mploy«il iii trftde and.iDa-> 
iili!ilct*W, fc^d'T,'7'-58 th a^iiislturfei 

T I 

Petitions^ &e, 17^2. ^otiii'Bawd,€Bicl;i pcP 
titioned against tfete "rfetbtn of Robert Dvndts, cSq. 
Petition withcfraVw. 

1744. Several elecloti petitioned- against the 
election of Sir Charles Gilmore, bart., but he was 
voted duly elected." ' * 

Number of voTKRS-^nominal 10 
. ; I Tottl 34 

Patron^— Duke of Buccleugh. 

l9 
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ELGIN COUNTY, MORAY PROPER^ or 
MURRAY, 

Is about 49 miles long and 90 broad, and coR« 
tains two royal boroughs Elgin and Forres, 18 pa- 
rishes, and several considerable towns, the whote 
containing 5,999 houses, inhabited by 96,705 per- 
sons, viz. 11,763 males and 14,949 females, of 
whom 4,410 were employed in tradey handicraft, 
and manufacture, and 8,131 in ngricukure. 

R£PRES£NTAXIV£ HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. 1708. Sir Harrie Iqncs pe- 
titioned against 'the return of Robert Urquhart, 
jun., esq, — No report. 

In 1784, Alexander Penrose Gumming, e0q;t 
and certain freeholders in his interest, petitioi)e4 
against the election of the Rt. Hon. James, £arl 
of Fife, of the Kingdom of Ireland. 

17S5. The cimirman of the conHBiittee reported 
the sitting member duly elected. 

Number of voxEBS-^nominal 43 

Total 38 

Patron— Earl of Seafield. 



FIFESHIRE 

Is about 60 miles long and 18 broad ; contain- 
ing 480 square miles, 17^065 houses, inhabited by 
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9SJ4t3 persons, of whom 17,300 were returned as 
being employed in trade, handicraft, and manufac- 
ture, and 9,651 in agriculture. It contains 13 royal 
boroughs, viz. Cupar, St Andrew's, Inverkeithing, 
Dumferline, Burnt island, Kinghorn, Kirkcaldy, 
Dyaart, Pittenween, Ansiruther, Easter and 
Wester Kilrenny, and Crail ; and 63 parishes. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. 1708. Sir John Anstruther, 
bart., petitioned against the return of Pat. Mon- 
crief, jun., esq. — Petition withdrawn.. 

In 1776, John Henderson, esq., petitioned ^^lenbenrk^ 
against the return of James Townshend Oswald, I'rSHiel 
esq. 

March S9. The chairman of the committee 
informed the House that the sitting member was 
duly elected. 

1779. J* T. Oswald, esq., having been made 
auditor of the exchequer of Scotland, a new writ 
was ordered June 9, when Robert Skene, esq., was 
chosen. John Henderson, esq., petitioned ngainst 
his return on the score that the sitting member 
held an office created since the year 1704. The 
petition was renewed the following session. 

Feb. 7, 1780. The chairman of the committee 
appointed to try this contested election reported 
to the House, ^^ That the sitting member was not 
eligible to be elected, on account of his holding 
an office created since the year 17049 and that the 
petitioner was duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned/' The return amended accord- 
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m PfttWnSS Of JspOHiAKP, 

ingly, RoJbiSFt gkente, e^., ^t afterw^f^f. |i| | ;^8Q, 
till bif) dfi>tU, 1797, 
NmimiH Of vftT^i^s-r-ppniiaj^l 3? 

Tota^ie 



'.•". 1,1 'I. I III' 
FORFARSHIRE, or ANGUSSHIRE 

REPRESENTATIVE HJSTqRY. 

J^^TITjoifS, Ipe., Ia 1715, J^l^D Carnigip, (esq., 
who sat in the three preceding Parliaments for f|j)^ 
PQUDty, was e^cpielled thp ^o^9^ for l^ing ip open 
li^ejUofl, ^pd ^ pew wrip qtder/jfj J^^RP 2g. 

1728. Alexander Duncan, esq., f^etijtijjj^pd 
ligfkips^ rtlf reft«|rji of Japne^ Spot^, juq., e^. ; re- 
ftm^ *d apt} 3rd ges^jpi^.— % xepqrt. 
, 17^^. JftiBiw pwfteg^ ;qiq„ pe;titiQped 9g^n§| 

178?. Sir RaYA^ £!¥^qigi«> ^rf-. pe^itipp,^ 
pgainst thP r^Sfft «C Arcljj W*;* %¥gi?^? 6?^:} fr^ 
feeUig ineligible, ?? iflflpt, frp ^a? ? ^r)*'!)? ?eer 
•wJj^iF ,tq rl?P ^^rldflBi .0|f Aqg^f . 

,Apwl,33. The fi9f»anitt^e ff portfijj ^,lff f^^i^j^ 

.. Tpt^MM- 

^J^lS^mTu-Hmi' ¥AUiai9jf aule, 
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HADDINGTONSHIRE, or EAST LOTHIAN 

Is divided into S4 parochial districts, which 
contain 6jd5l houses, inhabited by 99^986 per- 
sons, viz. 13^890 males, and 16,096 females, of 
Trhom 3,234 were returned as being chiefly epa- 
ployed in trade and manufacture, and 5,346 iQ 
agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HI3TOHY. 

We do not find any petition concerning the 
election of any member for this county. 
Number op voters — nominal 13 

Total 76 • 
Patron — Earl of Hopetoun. 



INVERNESSHIRE 

Comprehends the districts of Badenoch, Lo- 
cjiab^r, and Glenelg, subdivided into 31 parochial 
districts; containing 14,3^7 houses inhabited by 
7^29? persons, viz, 33,801 males and 40,491 fe- 
Xfi^Sos^ of whom 3,86f were returned as being em- 
ployed in va^pious trades and manufactures^ and 
34,068 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

We do not fin<^ any piemoirs of any petitions 
concei;ning tiie election o( any member for this 
county. 

Npi^BER OF VOTERS — nominal 83 
"* " ' Total 55 

Patron — Charles Grant, esq. 
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KINCARDINESHIRE 

Contains ^5688 houses, inhabited by 96»d49 
persons, viz. 19,104 males and 14,945 females, of 
whom 6,023 were returned as employed in various 
trades, handicrafts, and manufactures, and 7<994 in 
agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1735, John Scott, esq., 
petitioned against the return of Joiin Falconer, 
esq., renewed the9d, 3rd, and 4th sessions* 

Number of voters — nominal 6 

Total 74 

Patron — Mr. Barclay of Urie. 



KIRCKCUDBRIGHT STEWARTRY 

Contains two royal boroughs, Kirckcudbright 
and new Galloway, and several considerable vil- 
lages ; is divided into 98 parishes, containing 5,600 
houses, inhabited by 29,911 persons, viz. 13,619 
males and 15,592 females, of whom 9,539 were em- 
ployed in various trades, and 5,856 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY^ 

Pf,titions, &c. 1714. John Greirson, esq., 
petitioned against the return of Sir John Stuart, 
bart. — No report. 

1735. Thomas Murdoch, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Patrick Heron, esq. ; renewed 9d 
session. — No report. w. . 
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1741- William Stewart, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Basil Hamilton, esq^— No report. 

1780. John Gordon, esq., petitioned against the 
return of Peter Johnstone, esqr. On the 5th of 
March, 1781, the chairman of the committee re- 
ported to the House that it was a void election. 

John Gordon, esq., having been returned in 
1781, P. Johnstone, esq., and several of the inha- 
bitants, petitioned. Feb. 6, 1782, the chairman 
of the committee reported to the House that Peter 
Johnstone, esq., the petitioner, was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned. The return 
amended accordingly. 

Nov. 25, 1805, the Hon. Montgomery Granville iwcwdi, 
John Stewart, petitioned against the return of Pa- ^'^^ 
trick Heron, esq. The committee was appointed 
on May 5, 1803. On the 10th, the petitioner was 
declared duly elected, and ought to have been re- 
turned. The return amended. 

Number op voters — nominal 72 

Total 137 
Patron — Earl of Galloway. 



LANARKSHIRE 

Is about 47 miles long and 90 broad, containing 
about 870 square miles, or 556,800 acres. It is 
divided into three wards; the upper, the middle, 
and lower wards. 

Petitions, &c. In 1715, Sir James Stewart, 
bart., petitioned against the return of Lord Archi- 
bald Hamilton. — No report. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



J 54 COUNTIE^ or SPOTI-AND. 

1792. Sir James Stewart, bar^, a^^in petitioned 
against Lord Archibald Hamilton; renewed the 
2d ^essipns.— No ^-eport. 

1774-. Paniei Campbell, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Andrew Stuart, esa. 

April' 10, 1775. the ciiaiVman of the committee 
that tried this contested election, reported to the 
Hpuse, that the sitting member was duly fleeted. 

NuMB£R OF yoTEi^s— nominal 69 

Total 98 

Patron — Duke of Hamilton. 



Is about 20 miles |ong, apd qc^n tains 2,796ihpuses 
and 17»844 inhabitants, viz. fl, 829 males and O^il^ 
females, of whom 3,8^^ were emplo^d in various 
trades and manufactures, and 4«166 in agricultiire. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1708, James, Lord John- 
ston, eldest son of the J)ila£4iiis of Annandale, was 
declared incapable of being elected, on account of 
his being the eldest son of a f^eer of Scotland. 

17^9. Sir Jan^^^JI|unningl7ame, hart., petitioped 
ag^i^nst the jr^furp or Geofge Dundas, esq. ; re- 
^4^ed in Sd, 3rd, aijd 4^b sessiopp, and the sit- 
ting member voted duly elected. 

1735. Sir J^n^e^ Cppoins^jian^e petitioned aeainst 
tlje return of Alexander HamiJtbn, esq.; re- 
newed 2d, 3rd, 4th, and 5th sessions. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



}x\ \7^% Jappe^ Dund^s, esq., p^titipped against 
Joho JJop^, esq. The petitipn was renewed the 
^^ session ; an^l March 27, 1770, the chairn^an 
of tbe committer reported, that the petitioner 
w^^ duly elected, and ought to havp been returned. 
Tbp return amended accordingly. 

Np^BER Of vo:fE^3 — nominal 18 ^^ 

Total 71 ^' 

P4JRO?} — ^arl of Hopetoun. 



ORKNEY and SHETLAND STEWARTBY 

Contains 4,475 houses, inhabited by S4,445 
persons, viz. 10,848 males and 13,597 females, of 
whom 2,370 were returned as being employed in 
trade and manufacture, and 14,586 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. . 

T|ie p?r)y ^cpounfs of thie^p iple^ are jiiyqlyp^ ji^ 
^j[>lie. i^ccoirding \,o Ossian, tbp Qrkp^ys ^^F^ f 
^jfijfinct ki^gdoip, ^gying powerful njorjarchs f^f 
tjij^jr own. 

Petitions, ^c. Ji} 1722, J^f^?^ M^^4|p» ^fl:? 
petitioned against the return of Colonel George 
Douglas.— rNo ceport. 

1762, P^\f}9k jBoflxpan, ^., gipt^jiDjnpfi ^pst 
t})^ f^\UTn of Sir Jacopf E|o^g|a8, Jf qt. 

Petition withdrawn. 

^p 1780, p^j^fl^f PjIRjias, ffg., pet^lipji^ 
against lioh^f ^gijtip^ ^. f^^. JS, fffilVfl^e 
cj^airpa^P ,of |^ .p8ffi»Pi^*?? nPl9^M *fl f^^ J^" 
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petitioner was duly elected, and 6ught to have 

been returned. The return amended accordingly. 

Frascr, In 1790, Thomas Dundas, esq., and certain 

969. ' freeholders in his interest, petitioned against the 

return of John Balfour, esq. On April 21, 1791f 

the cliairman of the committee informed the House 

that the sitting member was duly elected; that the 

petition of T. Dundas, esq., appeared frivolous 

but not vexatious, and that the petition of the 

freeholders dfd not appear frivolous or vexatious. 

Number of voters — nominal 31 

PATRONS-^Lord Dundas and Sir William Ho* 

neyman. 

Total 29 



PEEBLES COUNTY 

Contains one royal borough, Peebles, and is 
divided into 16 parochial districts, the whole con- 
taining 1,680 houses, inhabited by 8,735 persons, 
viz. 4y\60 males and 4,575 females, of whom 886 
were returned as being employed in trade and ma- 
nufacture, and 3,013 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. 1710. William Morrison, esq., 
petitioned against the return of Alex. Murray, 
esq. 

1739. Sir James Nasmyth petitioned against 
John Douglas, esq. ; renewed 9d session. 

Sir Alexander Murray petitioned against the re* 
turn of Sir James Nasmyth, bart., and Sir James 
was voted duly elected. 
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l73Ji. Double retard, viz. Sir James Nasmyth, 
and Sir Alexander Murray, barts. ; the latter 
waved bis return. 

Number of voters— nominal 5 

Total 42 

Patron— *Sir Hugh Montgomery^ 



PERTHSHIRE. 

This county contains 93,389 houses, inhabited 
by 126,366 persons, viz. 58,808 males and 67,558 
females, of whom 22,773 were returned as being 
employed in trade, manufacture, and handicraft, 
and 24,404 in agriculture. 

RSPR£8ENTATIV£ HISTORY* 

Petitions, &c. In 1708, John Haldane, esq.» 
petitioned. — Withdrawn. 

1715. Sir Harry Stirling, bart., petitioned.**-* 
No report. 

Number of voters-— nominal 19 

Total 184 

Patron — Duke of Athol. 



RENFREWSHIRE 



Contains 17 parochiaL districts, ope royal 
burgh, Renfrew, and several large towns^ as Paisley, 
Greenock, and Port Glasgow, besides a number of 
populous villages, the whole containing 7»857 
bouses itnd 78/)^8,iiihahitant8> viz. 3@^68 inale«f 
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aWd 4i[,9^8 feihdlei, 6f \vhotn 91,7415 werfe returned 
as being emt>loyed in various traHfes, handicraftsi 
and manufactures, and 3,894 in agriculture. 

REPi'EsfeifTATlVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1722, Sir Rdbert Pollock, 
bart., petitioned against the return of Major Tho- 
mas Cochrane : renewed 2d and 3rd sessions. 

Number of voters— ^nominal 82 

Total 78 

Patron— Sir Michael Shaw Stewart. 



-ui. 



ROSS-SHIRE 



Is nearly 80 miles in length, aiid aboiit the same 
nomber id breadth ; cOtitaf ning three royal ^- 
roughs, Dingwall, Tain, Roseniarkie, aiid divided 
mt6 30 parochial distrrcts, containing 11,X)14 
houses, and 52,291 inhabitants, viz. 24,148male^, 
and 28,148 fertales, of whom 4s599 were TeturAed 
as being employ^ed in various trades, and 23,097 
in agriculture. 

representative HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1703) G66rge Ross, esq., 
petitioned against Hugh Ross, jun. esq. Re- 
IfelVid, Jan. !^^, 1709, ^' Thiit there ought to hive 
ftfefeft tw^ivfe diys ek'ciusiVe ^ tweefn the d^ tff 
HefeWon, ^fad tfefe day a^oitited by^SrVit of 'stfJfci 
hifnh; mk te^h Rorfs, juh. fes^., h tt6^ tftfly 
^Stea«d, iWI that a flfe^ V^Kt ttUg^t \6 1/6 IsSA^/* 
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Charles Ross, esq., was afterwards returned, 
against whom Sir Jam'e^ Mackebzie, bart., peti* 
tioned, March 29, J 7 1 0. 

1722. CfraVles Koss, .esq., petitioned against 
the return olr Alexander Urqiinart, esq.-^No re- 
port. 

i/41. Hujgii Koss, esq., petitioheo-— No rep^^ 

Number of voters — i)pminal 83 

total 70 

PXTRON-^HeVr of the late Lord Seaforth* 



ROXBURGHSHIRE 

Is divided into 31 parishes, containing 6,156 
houses, and 33,683 inhabitants, viz. 15,813 males, 
and 17,869 females \ of whoib 3y^6i4 were returned 
as being employed in various trades, and 7,148 in 
igridulture. 

*EPiii:dENT5L'riVE fitsroikir* 

Petitions, &c: In li768, Will?a^ Ker, esq., 
petitioned against Sir G. Eliot, bart., and the sit- 
ting member was declared duly elected. 

\n 1790, ^ohn K*u*therford, eSd., petitioned |fn»«r, ▼•!. 
'ajgainst l&ir Geprge l!>'6dglas bart. tt'e codimittee "* 
was appointed March 2'6, 1792 ; an^ on t\ie 30th, 
the chairman informed the House that the sitting 
member Was duly elected. 

t^UMBER OP voTfeRS^^nomihal 49 

Total 1*43 

r XTR6N~tarl of Minto. 
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SELKIRKSHIRE 

Contains 986 houses, and 5,070 inhabitaDts, 
viz. 2,356 males, and 2,714 females, of whom 583 
were returned as being principally employed ia 
trade and manufacture, and 1,023 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVB HISTORY. 

We do not find any petitions concerning the 
election of a member for this county. 
Number of voters — nominal 13 

Total 38 
Patron— Duke of Buccleugh. 



STIRLINGSHIRE 

Is divided into 22 parishes ; containing 75^30 
houses, and 50,825 inhabitants, viz. 23,875 males, 
and 26,950 females having 11,878 employed in 
trade, and 9»458 in agriculture. 

REPRESENTATVB HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1722, John Napier, esq., 
petitioned against the return of John Graham, 
jun., esq. ; renewed in sessions 2d, 3rd, and 4th, 
and then withdrawn. 

In 1734, Thomas Erskine, esq., petitioned 
against Sir James Campbell, hart. The sitting 
member was voted duly elected in 1735. 

In 1790, Sir Alexander Campbell, bart., and 
several of the freeholders, petitioned against Sir 
Thomas Dundas's election. 
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March 17> 17j?l. The chairnaan of the com- 
mittee appointed for the purppse of investigation, 
repprted to the. House, " that the sitting member 
was duly elected,, and that neither the petitions 
given jn, nor Sir Thomas Dundas's opposition to 
them, were frivolous or vexatious/' • 

1796- RobjBrt Belches, e§q., petitioned against 
the returq of the JHon. Sir George Keith Elphin- 
stone, K. B. when Mn Belches dying. soon after, 
t^he petition was withdrawn. 

1802. Sir Robert Abercrombie, bart., petitioned 
against the ' election of the, Hon, Elphinstone 
Fleming. The petition was renewed Nov. 18, 
1803, but as no evidence was produced in support 
pf it, May 3^ 1804, the sitting member was voted 
duly, elected. ', 

Nkmber OF ivoTEEs— nominal 30 

Total .103 1 

:PateoKi— Duke of Montrose;. , 



^ SyTHERLANDSHIRE 

Extends in length 80 miles, and in breadth 
40. It contains only one town and borough, 
Dornoch; 13 parishes; 4,315 houses, and 23,117 
inhabitants, viz, 10,425 males, and 12,699 females, 
of whom 670 were employed in trade. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

In 1722, Sir John Gordon, bart., of Enboe, pe- 
titioned against the election of Sir William Gor- 
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dot), bart. Resolved, Feb. 25, 1723, " That the 
right of election is in the heritors, feuers, wad« 
setters, and life-renters, possessed of lands in this 
shire, whether holding of the crown, or of the 
subject, and that Sir William Gordon, bart., is 
duly elected.'* 

1795. Sir William Gordon, bart., petitioned 
against the return of Sir James Ferguson, with- 
drew his petition : renewed in sessions 2; 

1741. George Mackay, esq., petitioned; tt^ 
newed sessions 2, 3, 4 . 

1747. Lieut. Gen. James St. Clair petitioned 
against the return of Captain George Mackay ; re* 
newed sessions 9, 3, 4. 
FiMcr,v.2. Dec. 17, 1790. Robert Home Gordon, esq., 
'petitioned against James Grant, esq.: Robert 
Bruce ^neas Macleod also petitioned Dec. 23. 
Mr. Gordon claimed the seat, stating that the sit- 
ting member was ineligible. At the trial, he in* 
sisted only on a void election. Mr. Macleod also 
claimed the seat. On the 1 3th of March, 1792, 
the committee informed the House by their chair- 
man, ^* that the sitting memb^ was duly elected ; 
that Mr. Gordon's petition was not frivolous or 
vexatious, and that Mr. MiBicleod's was friv^Ous 
and vexatious.'' 

NtJMBEit OF voTBfts*— -nominal 9S 

Total 96 

Patron — Marchioness of Stafibrd« 
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WIGTONSHIRE 

Contains three royal boroughs, v\t. Wigton, 
Straaraer, and Whithorn; and 17 parishes; con* 
tmming 4,660 houses, and S9,918 inhabitants, vi2. 
10,570 males, and 12,349 females, of whom 1,815 
«ra» returned as being employed in trade, antJ 
6^99^ id agric«Itul«. 

BEPRfiSfiNTATIVE HISTORY. 

Petitions, &c. In 1710, Col. Patrick VaMi 
was declared not duly elected. His seat was 
taken by John Stewart, esq. 

1735. Alexander M*Dowall, esq., petitioned 
agaiMt the return of Col William Dalrymple; 
renewed sessions 8. 

1763. James Murray, dsq., petitioned, and on 
the 9lf d F^b. be requested (efave to withdraw it, to 
which the House agreed. 

In 1784, Thomas Goldie, esq., petitioned against 
the retiirn of Andrew M'Dowall, esq. Feb. 18^ 
1785, the committee informed the House by their 
chairman, thftt the Wtting member was dufy 
dected. 

NuMBBR OF toTERS-— Dominkl 34 

Total 60 

Patron— Earl of Galloway* , 



M 9 
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EDINBURGH CITY. 

Edinburgh is the metropolitan city of Scot- 
land, and county town of Mid Lothian, 56 miles 
from Berwick, and 894? from London : contains 
7,4-92 houses and 67*988 inhabitants, being 28,729 
males and 38,559 females, of whom 10,705 were 
returned as being employed in trade, commerce, 
and manufacture ; in the latter particularly is 
the branch of cambric and muslin; and 1,430 in 
agriculture. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

In 1710, Henry Hamilton, esq., petitioned 
against the return of Sir Patrick Johnston, knt» ; 
the sitting member duly elected. 

1715. John Campbell, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Sir George Warrender, but withdrew 
his petition. 

1741. Deacons of Edinburgh petitioners. — No 
report. 

1780. Sir Lawrence Dundas, bart., petitioned 
against the return of William Miller, esq. 

March 22, 1781. The chairman of the com- 
mittee informed the House that the petitioner was 
duly elected, and ought to have been returned. 

1807. A petition was presented against the 
return of Sir Patrick Murray. 

April 13. The chairman of the committee re- 
ported to the House, that the sitting member was 
duly elected, and that the petition was frivolous 
and vexatious. 
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CORPORATION. 


1 Provost 


1 Old dean of Guild 


4 Baillies 


1 Old Treasurer 


1 Dean of Guild 


3 Merchant counsellors 


1 Treasurer 


2 Trades counsellors 


1 Old Provost 


6 Ordinary council dea- 




cons 


4 Old Baillies 


8 Extraordinary ditto 


Total 33. 


Number of yoxers 


1—33. 


Patrons — Duke of 


Buccleugh and Mr. Dun 


das of Arniston. 


, 



BOROUGHS. 

District I. Kirkwall^ Wick^ Dornock^ Tain, 
and Dingwall. 

Kirkwall, a royal burgh and chief town of 
the Orkney Isles, in the parish of Kirkwall and 
St. Ola, in the island of Pomona, contains 417 
houses and 9,631 inhabitants, viz. 1,078 males and 
1,543 females, of whom 365 were returned as being 
employed in trade. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

4 Baillies 13 Common counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild 4 Deacons of crafts 

Total 23. 
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Wick, a royal borough on the east coast of the 
shire of Caithness, seated at the mouth of a small 
river of the same name, SO miles from. Thurso; 
containing 884 houses and 3^9^6 inhabitants, of 
whom 1,015 were returned as being employed in 
various trades; but the chief branch of commerce 
is its fisheries. Wick is the county town of Caith- 
ness, and the seat of the sheriff's court. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

S Baillies 7 Counsellors 

I Dean of Guild Total 19. 

Dornoch, a royal borough in the shire of Su- 
therland, 32 miles from Fort George ; containing 
S59 bouses and 9,369 inhabitants, of whom 196 
only were returned employed in trade. It stands 
on the north coast of the firth of Dornoch, and 
was made a royal borough by King Charles, but 
is now going to decay. It is governed by a prov 
irott, four bailttes, and 10 counsellors. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Twasurer 

4 Baillies 8 Counsellors 

J Pean of Guild Total 15. 

Tain, or Thane, a royal borough, and the 
county town of Ross-shire, seated on the firth of 
Dornoch, ten miles from Cromarty, containing 
507 houses and 2,277 inhabitaots, 
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CORPORATION. 



1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 BailUes 9 Counsellcm 

I Dean of Guild Total 15. 

Dingwall, a royal borough in the sbiiie of 
Ross, ten miles from Inverness, and 166 from 
Edinburgh, containing 878 houses and 1,418 in- 
habitants, of whom ISl were returned as being 
employed in trade and manufacture. 

COBPOBATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

9 Baillies 10 Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Total 16. 



REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These royal boroughs join in sending one mem- 
ber to Parliament. 

Petitions, Sec. In 1708, Sir James Macken- 
zie, hart., petitioned against the return of Robert 
Douglas, esq. — Petition withdrawn. 

1714. The magistrates of Kirkwall petitioned 
against the return of Robert Munro, esq.«*^No re* 
port. 

1723. Robert GiMrdon, esq,, petitioned ingainst 
the return of Robert Munro, esq. — No r^KMt. 

In 1741 9 Sir Robert Mearns, hart., petitioned 
against the return of Charles Erskine, esq. Ths 
election deelared void March 3, 1743. 
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Ludtrs, In 1784, John Sinclair, esq., petitioned against 

^9.'"'^* the return of the Right Hon. Charles James Fox^ 

April 18, 1785, the chairman of the committee 

reported, that the sitting member was duly 

elected. : - 

Same Parliament, Sir James Riddell, hart., pe- 
tiooed against the return of George Ross, esq., 
hot afterwards withdrew his petition. 

Same Parliament, Major-general Charted Ross 
petitioned agaiftst the return of Captain Charles 
Ross.— r-No report, 

1 806. Sir John Sinclair, bart., petitioned against 
the return of John Randol Mackenzie, esq.: the 
committee found the sitting member duly elected. 

Number of toters-^-^^ 

P A TRON-r— Marchioness of Stafford. 



District II. Inverness^ Forres^ Nairn^ and 
Fortrose. 

Inverness, a royal borough ahd county town 
of InvernesS'Shire, standing on both sides of the 
river Ness, where it falls into the Moray firth, 32 
miles from Fort Augustus, and 1 66 from Edinburgh, 
containuig 1^399 houses and 8,732 inhabitants^ viz, 
3,7 1^ males and 5,014 females, of whom 1,389 .were 
returned as being employed in various tradiss and 
manufactures, and ^68 in agrkiUshure. The chief 
maaufactures aiie of hetap and flax, and srome of 
cotton and woollen; thene are also several itaa* 
neries, brick- wotk?, &e. The hairbaur is safe add 
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commodious : vessels of 200 tons can unload at 
the quay, and those of 500 tons can ride at safety 
in the firth, within one mile of the town. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Dean of Guild 

4 Baillies 1 1 Merchant counselors. 

1 Treasurer 3 Trades counsellors 

Total 21. 

Forres, a royal borough in the shire of Murray, 
on a rising ground, near the bay of Finhorn, 10 
miles from Nairn, and 20 from Fochaber; con- 
taining 663 houses and 3,114 inhabitants, being 
1,274 males and 1,840 females, of whom 380 were 
returned ais being employed in trade, &c. The 
liouses are neatly built, and the river Findhorn, . 
which is navigable within two miles of the town, 
abounds with salmon. 

CORPORATION. 

I Provost 1 Treasurer 

4 Baillies 10 Cbunsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Total 17. 

Nairn, a royal borough and the county town 
of Nairn, situated on the coast of the Moray Frith, 
where the river Nairn flows into that arm of the 
sea, eight miles from Fort Geoige, and ten from 
Forres; containing 543 houses and 2,215 inhabit* 
ants, viz. 930 males and 1,285 females, of whom 
^21 were employed in trade and manufacture. 
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CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies 11 Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Total 17. 

FoRTROsB, a royal borough in the sbireof Ross, 
on the north side of the Murray Firth, nearly op- 
posite to Fort George, seven miles from Fort 
George, and nine from Inverness ; containing 378 
houses and 1,989 inhabitants. This borough com- 
prises two towns, viz. Rosemarkie and Cbanonry^ 
which were united by royal charter. The former 
18 a borough of considerable antiquity. The latbir 
Ues about one mile westward, and receives its 
name from the Cbanonry of Ross, and the bishop's 
residence : it is now tha seat of a presbytery. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Dean of guild 

3 Baillies 9 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 15. 

REPRRSRKTATIVE HISTORY. 

These four royal boroughs sead one memher to 
Parliament. 

Frtitions, Ice. lo 1714* Gooige Mackenzie, 
eaq., petiUoned agaiAft the return of WiUiwi 
Stuart, esq.«^No report. 

In 179S, AleRaoder Gordon, esq., was decbmd 
not duly elected, but had leave to petition. 

1768. Sir Alexander Grant, bart., and the de- 
legMco of iht two borough who voted for him^ 
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petttiooed; but they afterwards requested leave 
to withdraw their petition. 

1809. The return of Alexander Penrose Cum- PeekweU, 
ing Gordon, esq., was petitioned against by Sir^'*^'**^' 
Hector Munro, but no evidence being adduced in 
support of the petition, in 1803 the sitting member 
was declared duly elected. The petition was not 
voted frivolous or vexatious. 

Number OF VOTERS — ^4. 

Patron — Charles Grant, esq. 

District III. Elgin^ Cullen^ Banff^ Inverary, 
and Kintore. 

Elgin, a royal borough and county town of 
Elgin, or Murrayshire, on the banks of the sinall 
river Lossie, three miles from its influx into the 
German Ocean, llj from Forres, and 169 from 
Edinburgh ; containing 1,001 houses and 4,345 
inhabitants, being 1,857 males and 3,48S females, 
of whom 1 ,675 were returned as being employed 
in trade and manufacture, and 710 in agriculture. 

cospobation. 

1 Provost 4 Old BaiHies 

4 Baillies 1 Old Dean of Guild 

1 Dean of guild I Old Treasurer 

1 Treasurer 3 Counsellors 

1 Old Provost S Deacons oienBm 

Total 19. 

CuLLEK, a royal borough m the shirt 'CrfSanflr, 
IS miles from Bmff ; oonteining 9M bMMM mmI 
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1,076 inhabitants, of whom 481 were returned as 

being employed in manufactures, principally of 

/I -linen and damask, established by the Earl of Sea- 

' jfield, who is the hereditary provost of the town, 

(#nd has under him threet baillies, a treasurer, a 

dean of the guild, and 13 counsellors. 

CORPORATION. 

3 Baillies 1 Treasurer 

1 Dean of Guild 21 Counsellors 

Total 26. 

f* Banff, the capital town of the shire of Banff, 
44 miles from Aberdeen ; contains 660 houses and 
,3,571 inhabitants, of whom 429 were returned 
employed in various trades and manufactures. 

CORPORATION. 

; 1 Provost 1 Deacon convener 

' 4 Baillies 1 Deacon assessor to the 

/ 11 Dean of Guild deacon convener 

. 1 Treasurer IS Guild counsellors 

Total 27. 

Inverury, an ancient royal burgh in Aber- 
deenshire, containing 189 houses and 783 inhabit- 
ants. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

4 Baillies 9 Counsellors 

Total 15. 

KiNTORB, a small borough in the shire of 
Aberdeen, seated on the river Don, \5 miles west 
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from the county town, and containing 196 housed 
and S46 inhabitants. 



CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies 3 Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Total 9. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY, 

These five boroughs send one member to Par- 
liament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1715, James Murray, esq.,? 
was declared not duly returned, but had leave to 
petition. 

17S9. John Campbell, esq., petitioned against 
the return of William Fraser, esq. The petition 
was renewed the two following sessions, and the 
petitioner voted duly elected, Jan. 23, 1795. 
* Number op voters — 5. 

Patron — Earl of Seafield. 



District IV. Aberdeen^ Montrose^ Brechin^ 
Inverbervie^ andAberbrothock. \ 

■ * " 
Aberdee^n, a city, the capital of Atmrdeen- 
shire^ 84* miles from Edinburgh, and 474 from 
London ; containing 1,7^3 houses and 17)597 in- 
habitants, of whom 10,450 were returned em- 
ployed in various trades and manufactures. It is 
divided into the Old and New Town. The old 
lies about a mile to the north of the new. ^ 
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CORPORATION. 



1 Provost 

4 Baillies 

1 Dean of Guild 

1 Treasurer 

1 Shoremaster 

1 Master of mortifica- 

tiODS 



1 Master of kirk and 

bridge works 
1 Master of the g^ild 

brethren's hospital 
6 Merchant counsellors 
S Trade counsellors 
Total 19. 



Montrose, a royal borough and sea-port town 
in the shire of Angus orForfar, seated on a peninsula 
formed by the South Esk, a large Expanse of water 
called the Bason, formed by that river and the 
German Ocean, IS miles from Aberbrothick, 36 
from Aberdeen, and 70 from Edinburgh ; contain- 
ing 1,010 houses and 7)974 inhabitants, vig. 3,990 
males and 4,694 females, of whom 1,489 were em- 
ployed in various trades and manufectufM, and 
389 in agriculture. 



CORPORATION. 

i IVoYost 1 

3 Baillies 1 

1 Dean of Guild 1 

1 Treasurer 1 



r\iA K>.^. 



Old Dean of Guild 
Old Trenunar 
Master of the hospital 
Old master of ditto 
^^^^faants counseiiors 
let counsellon 



d the ^hire of An- 
» and 94from Dan- 
ind 5,466 inhabit- 
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ante, beiBg s,jeo males and 9,946 femtkai, of 
whom there were only 857 returned as being em- 
ployed in trade and manufacture. There are se- 
veral well attended fairs or markets held here; that 
called Trinity Fair or Muir is the best for cattle 
in the north of Scotland. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Master of the hospital 

S Baillies 5 Merchant counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild 3 Merchant counsellors 
1 Treasurer Total 13. 

Inverbervie, a parish in the shire of Kinear*^ 
dine, S6 miles from Aberbrothick, and 40 from 
Aberdeen; containing 208 houses and 1,06^ in^ 
faibitaiits« 

gorforation« 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

S Baillies 9 Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Totalis. 

Aberbrothwick, a royal bui^ of Scotland, 
in the county of Angus orForfer, 15 miles from St. 
Andrew's, and 40 from Edinburgh ; containing 69S 
bouses and 4,943 inhabitants, of whom 1,839 were 
returned employed in various trades. It is seated at 
the mouth of the river Borthwick, as its name 
imports. The port is of great antiquity, and has 
a good coasting trade for coals and lime. The 
manufactures are chiefly of brown linens and Os- 
naburghs. It exports thready barley, and wheat, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



176 BOROUGHS OF SCOTLAND^ 

to England ; and imports flax, flax-seed, and tm^ 
ber, from the Baltic. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Convenerof the trades 

2 Baillics 1 Treasurer 

1 Dean of Guild 13 Counsellors 

Total 19. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

The delegates of these five boroughs send a 
member to Parliament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1710, James Scott, esq., 
was declared not duly elected. 

171^. James Erskine was declared not duly 
elected. 

1722. William Kerr, esq., was declared not 
duly elected, but had leave to petition. 

17^1. , Alexander Udney esq., petitioned. — 
Withdrawn. . ^ 

1747. David Scott, esq., petitioned against the 
return of Charles Maitland, esq. : heard in part, 
and then withdrawn. 

Number of voters — 5. 

Patron — James Farquhar, esq. 
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District V. Forfar^ Perth, Dundee^ Cupar^ 
and City of St. Andrew. 

Forfar is a royal borough of considerable anti- 
quity, in the shire of Angus or Forfarshire, 13 
miles from Dundee; containing 726 bouses and 
6,\65 inhabitants, being 2,486 males and 2,679 
females, of whom 1,281 were returned as being 
employed in trade and manufacture. A consider- 
able manufacture of canvas, sail-cloth, Osnai>urghs 
for sheeting, and other coarse linens, is carried on 
in this place ; besides the making of shoes called 
brogues^ which employs a number of hands. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 1 Merchant counsellors 

S Baillies 4 Deacons of crafts 

1 Treasurer Total 19. 

Perth, the capital of the shire of Perth, situ- 
ated on the south-west bank of the river Tay, 2S 
miles from Edinburgh; containing l.:j5.i houses 
and 14,878 inhabitants, viz. 6,723 malesand 8,165 
females, of whom 3,585 were returned as being 
employed in trade, manufacture, and handicrafts, 
and 128 in agriculture. From all the ancient his- 
torians it appears that Perth was formerly a place 
of great trade. The salmon fishery on the Tay is 
very extensive, the annual rent of which is about 
7000/. per annum. The salmon are sent to Lon- 
don packed in ice, or pickled, a smack sailing 
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every third or fourth day during the season. The 
staple manufacture of Perth is Mnen, but of lale 
years that of cotton has been inh*oduced, and is 
daily increasing ; and it is computed that upwards 
of 16,0()0 looms are employed in the towm. There 
Kte also extensive nmnuiactures of deatther^ boota, 
ffeboes, g'loves, .^c^ 

1 )I^vost 8 OM Merchant fiariUteg 

3 M^ohafit Baillies 1 tOld Trade® 'Ba^iEHie 
1 Trades <Baiilie 1 Old De^n 6f G^iM 

1 DeanofG^uikl I G4d Treasttrel* 

1 TreasjQrer € Meiidbant >C6uRsefi0!^ 

1 Old Provost IP Trades Counsellors 
Ttrtal26, 

Du«4iEG) a i»oyal toiiough in the sMre*rf A«t 
gus or Forfar, on the north bank of the Tiver Tajjr, 
11 miles from Cupar, and 40 from Edinburgh; 
ootitaiamg €,959 heuceis and 26,084 iniiabatafits, 
J^ing 1 1,5^86 matlesand 14,Jt46 fetneles, iof ^fat»tai 
AiAOO were returned as beii^ emfAoy^ in tmde 
Mid inaauiaoture. Tbef^rioicifMd mamfdcttife kene 
jsiOff li^ien, {^er^ionlariy Osnaburghs^ cetivas^ ^^- 
^ing, iS&c. foT expovtatjon^ and the Dund^ <3o^ 
<k>ured tbiead has ioiig been in high te^irt^. tt$ 
JB^l{i^nt liame w^s Aiedium^ or AisCi hni •cIvMvgt^ 
«t *he building of St. Mary'$ ohurcb, by lh« Eirt 
jof Huiitingdon, to Dondei, or IhtiMm &ei^ kit 
^gratitude fi>r his milracolbus emape fr)9m tsfbifv 
il^tck ill 1189} wben returning ft'ptti the it^posa^^, 
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CORPORATION. 


1 PfAVMt 


1 Old Provost 


4 Baillies 


S OJd Baillies 


I Dean^Gvild 


5 Mercbant Counsellors 


1 Treasurer 


3 Trades Counsellors 


1 Shoremaster 


Total 19. 



CvTAB, OF ANfius^atown and parish in tbe val- 
ley of Stratfamore, pQr% in the shire of Angus, 
and partly in the «bire of Perth, Scotland, IS miles 
from Perth, and 53 from Edinburgh ; containing 
460 houses and 2^416 inhabitants, of whom 497 
were returned as being employed in trade and ma« 
nufacture. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 13 Merchant Counselbrs 

5 Baillies 8 Trade Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild 4 Adjoined Counsellors 

1 vFiteaattrer Total 31. 

St. Andrew's, a town and ancient city in the 
sbire of Fife, Sc^tland^ 47 miles from Edinburgh ; 
contains 84B houses and 4,d66 inhabitants, being 
l^SSA msAes and 2,5dS fi^nales, of wbom 681 were 
Mtftimed employed in trade. 

COBPORATJON. 

1 Provost 14 Guild Counsellors 

4 Baillies 1 Deacon Convener 

1 iDean^of Guild 7 Deacons of Trades 

1 ^iMtumr Total 39. 



N 2 
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REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

The delegates of these five boroughs send a 
member to Parliament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1710, John Hafldane, esq., 
petitioned against the return of George Yeaman, 
esq. — No report. 

1729, there was a double return, viz. Charles 
Leslie and William Erskine, esqrs. ; the former 
declared not duly elected, but had leave to peti- 
tion, which he did, and which was renewed two 
sessions. 

1769. Robert Mackintosh, esq., petitioned 
against the return of George Dempster, esq.— Pe- 
tition withdrawn. 

Number of voters — 5. 

PATRON^-^Sir David Wedderburne. 



District VI. Crail, Kilrenntfj Anstruther 
Easter^ Anstruther Wester^ and Pittenweefn. 

: Crail, a royal boroughs in the shire of Fife, 
Scotland, four miles from Aostruther, and 39i from 
Edinburgh; containing d88 bouses and 1,6^ inha-^ 
bitants, of whom 146 were returned as being &111 
ployed in trade. It stands on the banks of the 
firth of Forth, and has a small harbour. 

corporation. 

3 Baillies 1 1 Merjsbant Couosellers 

I Treasurer 6 Trades Counsellors 

Total 2h 
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Kilkenny, a royal burgh io the shire of Fife, 
Scotland, on the north coast of the firth of Forth, 
two miles from Anstruther. It has much decreased 
since the Union, and the decay of its once consi- 
derable fishery. It contains 205 houses and 1,043 
inhabitants. 

CORPORATION, 

3 Baillies 11 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 15. 

Anstruther Easter, a sea-port town and 
borough in the district of St. Andrew, Fifeshire, 12 
miles from Cupar, and 25 from Edinburgh; con- 
tains 191 houses and 969 inhabitants. 

corporation. 
3 Baillies 15 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 19. 

Anstruther Wester, a parish adjoining to 
Anstruther Easter ; contains 65 houses and 296 
inhabitants. The inhabitants are principally fisher^ 
men. 

corporation. 
3 Baillies 11 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 15. 

PiTTENWEEM, a royal borough and sea-port, in 
the shire of Fife, Scotland, lying on the coast of 
the firth of Forth, 1 J mile from Anstruther, and 
20 from Kirkcaldy; containing 184 houses and 
1,072 inhabitants, of whom 1,001 were employed 
in trade, principally in the salt and coal works in 
the neighbourhood, the whole parish lying on a 
field of excellent coal. 
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COBPORATIOK. 

4 Baillies 19 Counsellors 

I Treasurer Total 24. 

RaFKESKNTAlIVB HISTOttY. 

These five places join in sending a member to 
Parliament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1708, Sir John Anstruther, 
hart., was declared not duly elected. His seat 
was taken by Major-General G. Hamilton. 

In 1713, George Hamilton, esq.> petitioned 
against the return of Sir J. Anstruther, bart., but 
the sitting member was voted duly elected. 

In 1792, there was a double return, viz. David 
Scott and Philip Anstruther, esqrs. The former 
being declared not duly returned, Mr. Scott pe- 
titioned, complaining of an undue electioa, and 
Mr. Anstruther was voted duly elected. Re- 
solved, Dec. 20, ** That the petition of David 
S^ott, €sq., is gronndtesB, firivokms, and rex^ 
trows/* Oittewd : *• That David Scott, esq., do 
make satisfaction to Philip Anstruther, esq., for 
the costs and expenses he hath been at by reason 
of the said petition.'* 

1741. Major-Oeneral Philip Anstruther, peti- 
tioned against the Hon. George Stuart, esq.— 
Withdrawn . 

1762. Robert Alexander petitioned against 
the return of Sir John Anstruther. — Withdrawn. 

1784. Lieut. Gen. Moncrierffe petitioned against 
the return of John Anstruther, esq.— Withdrawn, 

NtmBER OP VOXKHS — 5. 

pATROlf — Sir John Anstruther. . 
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BfiSTJuticx YUi Kinghorfi^ iCirkcaldt^ Brunts 
island^ and J}ff$ar4: 

KiNCiHOR'N; is- a rayal borough in the shire. of 
fifki Scotland^, pleasantly situated on a hill on the 
coasf of thr firth'of Fortli, opposite to Leith^ and- 
contains^ 516 houses and 2,308 inhabitants^ viz. 
r,056 males and V,?59 females, of whom 49* were 
returned^as employed in^trade^ andi275 in ag^ricul'* 
ttire. The principal manufactures here are thread; 
s^^oekings^ and' t4ie spinning, of cotton and flax. 
I^has tM^o harbours ; one betow« tlie town, and tfae. 
other above half^^a mile dis^nt at Retl^ur^ for the 
convenience of the passage-boat» to Leith. 

COBIK>ft>AlVrON> 

1 Provost 13 Counsellors 

9 Baillies 6 Deacons 

1 TreawMW Total 99. 

Kirkcaldy, a borough and sea-port town la 
the shire of Fife, on the firth of Forth, three miles 
from .Kinghorn, and 13 from Edinbui^h; contain- 
ing 3^4 houses, and 3,948 inhabitants, viz. 14,464 
males and 1,784 females, of whom 700 were re- 
turned' as being principally employed in the ma- 
nufacture of checks and tickings, and of leather 
and cotton. It is supposed to have derived its 
nam^ from the Culdees, who had a cell here. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

t Baillies 16 Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Total 81. 
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BuuNTiSLAND, a town and royal borough in 
the district of Kircaldy, shire of Fife, standing on 
the banks of the firth of Forth, six miles from 
Leith« and seven from Edinburgh ; containing 965 
houses and 1,530 inhabitants, of whom 158 were 
returned as being employed in trade, &c. It has 
a good harbour, defended by a pier ; and the town 
appears anciently to have been fortified. This 
place had a considerable trade before the union, 
in the exportation of corn and malt, after which it 
continued on the decline till within the^e last ten 
years. There arc now a sugar- house, vitriol- work, 
and a considerable distillery. It has also a tolerable 
business in ship-building. Among the rocks are 
excellent beds of oysters; and in the neighbour- 
hood aire quarries of free and lime-stone. 

COKPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 1 Merchant Counsellors 

2 Baillies 7 Trade Counsellors. * 

Total 21. 

Dysart, a royal borough in the shire of Fife, 
on the shore of the firth of Forth, two miles from 
Kircaldy, and 1 6 from Cupar; containing inclu- 
sive of its hamlets, 835 houses and 5,385 inhabit- 
ants, of whom 1,372 were returned as being em- 
ployed in trade and manufacture. It has about 
700 looms employed in the manufacture of checks 
only. A number of hands are also occupied in 
ship-building. It has a very good harbouri and 

* When a nobleman is provost, there are three btillies, and 
the council consists of twenty-two. 
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about 36 vessels employed in the coal and foreign 
trade. Vast quantities of salt are also made in the 
neighbourhood. The erround on which this burgh 
stands rises gradually from the sea for about a 
mile, and then slopes down to the river Orr on the 
other side. Besides the town the burgh includes 
three villages, viz. Fathead, Galaton, and Borland, 
a great number of whose inhabitants are employed ^ 
Id the manufacture of nails. Below Fathead, on 
a free-stone rock, stands the old castle of Raven's 
Craig, belonging to the family of St. Clair. Free- 
stone and lime-stone are found in various parts of 
the parish ; but its most valuable productions are 
coal and iron stone. The coal pits here were 
among the first wrought in Scotland 900 years ago; 
the seams now working are about 60 fathoms be** 
low the surface. The iron stone js very rich, 
yielding about 12,cwt. of pure metal per ton of 
ore. The chief proprietor of these valuable works 
is the Earl of Rosslyn. 

CORPORATION. 

S Baillies 31 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 24. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These four places send one member to Parlia- 
ment. 

Petitions, &c. In 1709, John Sinclair, esq., 
eldest son of Lord Sinclair, was, being the eldest 
sou'of a peer, declared incapable of being elected. 
A new writ was ordered. See Aberdeenshire. 
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ITaS. Thomas Leslie, esqw, was^ declared not 
daly returned)) but bad. leave to petition. 

177*. Jtatties Towoseod Oswaldv esitj., pefei- 
tionedu — Not renewed second ses&ioD. 

Number of votejrs — 4. 

Patkion — General Ferguaoa. 



District VIII. Inyerfxithinff, Dum^mlim^ 
t!uli*088^ Sta/tlitkgy and f^ueensfemy. 

IifYERKRrTHiNG, a royal boiwigb and sea-pert 
town in Fifesktre, on the north eoaat of the firth 
of Forth, at the bead of Inverkeithing Bay, eight 
miles from Dunfermline, and 18 from Edinburgh; 
eoQtaiai^ 339 houses, and 9,998 inhabitants, viz. 
1,081 DMes and l,1^7fema(es, of whom 177 were 
Ktwrned as employed in trade and 9^1 in s^icuU 
tere« 

CORPORATIOIfr. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

2 Baillies 10 Counsellors 
1 Dean of Guild Total 15. 

Dunfermline, a royal borough in the shire 
©f Fife, the seat of a Presbytery, and the most 
coBSiidcn^le mrniufactuving town in the county, 
three miles from the firth of Forth, and \5 from 
Edinburgh ; containing 1,498 housos and 9)980 
inhabitants, being 4f,&71 maks and ^,309 femaim,' 
oi w?bom 1,709 wei»: setucGued as being emplo^td 
in rarious. toades and acanufkctum. It has avgeod 
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weekly market, and eight fairs annually. Ttie 
peculiar manufacture here n of diaper table linen, 
in which there are employed nearly 1,900 looms. 
In the chest of the corporation of weavers is pre- 
served a curioua specimen of their art, being a 
ahirt wrought entire in the loom, above a oenCuFy 
ago, witbout a seam, or the least assistance of the 
needle. 

CORPORATION. , 



I Provost 


I OMDeanofGuiid 


S BaUlie* 


1 Oki Treasurer 


1 I>««n of Guild 


9 Meiebaitt CottJMelloirs 


1 Treasurer 


9! Tradeft Counsellors 


1 Old Provost 


8 Deacons of Crafts 


2 Old Baillies 


Total 29. 



CuLCKOss, a royal borough in the shtre of 
Perth, Scotltnd, on the north abore of th» firth 
of Forth, 93 miles from Edinburgh ; containing 
267 houses, and 1,502 inhabitants, of whom 170 
were returned aa beinig Qoiployed 'm trade and ma- 
nufacture. 

CORPOi|ATION. 

9 Merchant Baitlies 1 Deacon Convener 

1 Trades Baillie 8 Merchgnl Counsellora 

} Dean of Guild 5 Trades Coirnsellofs 
1 Treasurer Total 19. 

Stirling, an ancient town in Scotland, in that 
division of Lenoifsbire to which it gives name, 
situated on the river Forth, S3 miles from Edin- 
burgh ; containing 614 houses, and 5,256 inhabit- 
ants, of whom 514 trore returned as being cm- 
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ployed in trade. The principal manufactures are 
of carpeting and shalloons. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Dean of Guild 

4 Baillies 7 Merchant Counsellors^ 

1 Treasurer 7 Trades Counsellors 

Total 21. 

QuBENSFERRY, a royal burgh in the shire of 
Linlithgow, Scotland, on the coast of the firth of 
Forth, nine miles west of Edinburgh : containing 
77 houses, and 454 inhabitants. 

COftPORAXIOK. 

, 9 Seamen Baillies 5 Landmen Counsellors 

1 Landman Baillie 3 Deacons of Crafts 
10 Seamen Counsellors Total SI. 

REPRESENTATIVB HISTORY. 

These five boroughs join in sending one mem^ 
her to Parliament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1708, Sir John Wemyss, 
bart., petitioned against the return of Col. John 
Erskine — No report. 

17M-* Col. John Erskine petitioned against the 
return of H. Cuningham, jun.: The committee 
discharged Col. Erskine from proceeding on it, 
not being signed by himself. 

173o. James Erskine, esq., petitioned against 
the return of Lieut. -Col. Peter Halket; renewed 
sessions "2. 

1762. Alexander Wedderbutn, esq., petitioned 
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against the return 6f Francis Holborne: but after- 
wards withdrew it. 

1774* Sir Alexander Gilmour. hart., petitioned, 
and also four petitions from electors, complaining 
of an undue election and return. The petitioners 
afterwards requested leave to withdraw their peti- 
tions ; to which the House agreed. 

1784. James Francis Erskine, esq., petitioned 
— No report. 

1796. Sir John Henderson, bart., petitioned 
against the return of the Hon. Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone. The committee reported to the House, 
that the sitting member was duly elected, and that 
neither tlie defence nor petition was frivolous or 
vexatious, March 31, 1797. On that very day, 
the hon. A. C. Johnstone (who took the nanoe of 
Johnstone in this Parliament, on his marriage 
with the daughter of the Earl of Hopetoun) was 
made governor of the island of Dominica, and a ^ 
new writ ordered. 

There was a double return in 1802, and the p^^^^^j, 
hon. Alexander Forester Cochrane, (whose name^oi«i«P-i- 
stood first in the return) and Sir John Henderson, 
bart., petitioned. The committee was chosen 
Feb. 8, 1 80.i ; and on the 28th day, they deter- 
mined that the hon. Captain Cochrane was duly 
elected, Hud that neither of the petitions was fri- 
volous or vexatious. 

James Trotter, a witness summoned by the 
speaker on the part of Sir J. Henderson, having 
neglected to appear, was, on his surrendering him- 
self, committed to Newgate, April 4, ISOS, arid 
reprimanded and discharged, paying his fees, May 6. 
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1606. Tke hoa, Akxaoder F. Cocbwwie and 
others, petitioned against the election of Sir Jolwi 
Henderson, bart. — No report, 

N(UMB£K or VOTlERS~-5. 

Paimon of the whole — Earl of Hopetoun. 

District IX. Glasgow, Renfrew, Rufherglm, 
and Ihcmbarton. 

6LJk9€K>w, a city in Lanarkshire, Scotland, 35 
wilea (torn £diobuigh, and 10 mites from DutD'- 
iMurton ; oontaining SO,97<) houses, and 77*385 m^ 
habitants v\z. 85^007 males, and 44,378 female, 
tifwhom 3?,334 ware retuToed as being employed 
iti various trados tind manufactures, and 1,834 in 
HgrktS'lture. Glasgow is situated on the dHorth 
4Mmk of tbeCtyde, and wittfa respect to <!ammerQe 
mui mansfaetures, may lie considered the dhdef 
city of Scotland. The anuail ralueiof the .pnK- 
duce of the coal-mines in the barony of Glasgow, 
is estimated at frbm 30 to 4Q^eO0/.^tierHng. Over 
4he coals there is a (tUn, 4)iut very rich ^stratun of 
, iron stooe. This was formenly cotosidered as oa 
taeutobrance^ buttsiMee the erection of the Clytie 
iroa works, tt has ibssen cmpdoyed in the tnost ad- 
iviadti^oeiis ouiBoer, ami ^ords a mew soorce of 
.empioymoiirt to a great -nuiafaer of persolis. In 
early times, the trade of Glasgow chiefly arose 
^om the curisig of sslmon and herrings, which 
wer^e cbie% aentt to •Fianoe, whence wiod3«Bd 
iOther oocacaodtties WMe receiiRad in return, ^n 
i€09i, 4he |)^ulatiQn of CSIasgow ^mounted ^ 
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ODly fr^tt *r *o «,0OO ; -fifty yearrs after Aat period , 
rt was ftotn U to 15,000 ; m the year 1755, it feafl 
increased to 87,115; ^nd in 1775, to 4«,(Wa. 
IpFom N:he censoji in 1S09, >t appears ^o have in^ 
cpeasfed^o 77,3«5, and including the snlyurbs atid 
«cl304nFwg places, to 86,630. 

COtRPORATJOV. 

1 Provost 1 Master of Works 

9 Merchant Baiilies 1 I>eacon Convener 

1 Trades Baiiiie 19 Trades Couweelhors 

1 DeanofGi^kU Id Merchant Comnsdldo^s 
I Treasurer Total 33. 

Rekfilew, the county town of £enfi:ew8hire, 
Scotland, pleasantly situarted on the river Cart, 
five miles west of Glasgow, and three north ^f 
Pai&ley. It consists of one narrow atreet abc^it 
lialf a mile long, with several :bye lanes; contains 
iqg 4«36.hoiiises, and S»031 iahabitanta, viz. $69 
ipales, and 1,069 females, of whom 393 were je-^ 
turned as being employed in trade; but the com- 
merce of the town is very inconsiderable, although 
its local situation is well adapted thereto; the 
principal branch of trade is in the manufaK^tnre of 
thread, bqt Iher^are also extensive soap and candle 
works, apd about a hundred looms employed in 
the silk and mu^Un waaV^ng. 

trta*H)^ATio*N. 
1 Provost I Di^nt^f Guild 

9 ^BaiWie^ i Tre&stirfcr 

1 Old Provost 1*» X:<ytriisfeTlots 
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RtJTHERGLEN, a royrti borough, in the thire of 

Lanark, Sc(.ildnd, ^^ niihs frotii (ilasgow; con- 
taining ,347 bouses, and 2.43/ iiihabiinnts. It is 
of greai antiquity, and was formerly ot much larger 
extent than now, the foundation ot streets being 
often found in the fields. The fairs of this town 
have long been famous for the show of Lanark- 
shin^ horses, esteemed the best for draught in 
Scotland. 

COKPORATIOX. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies 15 Counsellors 

Total 19- 

Dumbarton, the county town of the shire, is 
a royal borough, 14 miles north west of Glasgow; 
containing 3*i7 houses, and 9,549 inhabitants, be- 
ing 1,125 males, and 1,416 females, of whom 6ll 
were returned as being employed in trade, &c. It 
is a very ancient town, and supposed to be the 
Alcluid of the Britons, and one of the seats of 
Fingal. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

2 Baillies 10 Counsellors 
1 Dean of Guild Total 15. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These four royal boroughs join in sending one 
member to I'arliament. 

Petitions, &c. 1708. Daniel Campbell, esq., . 
petitioned : withdrew his petition. 

1728. John Blackwood, esq., was found not 
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didy returned,, Imt had leave to petition, which he 
did; it was renewed the following sessions ; but 
the second petition differing from the first that 
was delivered in 1729, Resolved, ^' that it be re- 
jected/' He petitioned again, and it was also 
renewed without effect.. 

1796. James Ounlop, esq«, petitk>ned against 
Mr. Craufurd*s election. 

1802. Boyd Alexander, esq., and the Provosts 
of Glasgow and Hen fire w, being delegates for those 
boroughs, petitioned against, the return of Alex- 
ander Houston, esq. The delegates from the bo- 
roughs, of llqtherglin and Dumbarton, had voted 
for the sitting member ; for whoipi also the dele- 
gates from Dumbarton^ the presiding burgh, had 
given his casting vote ; but the petitioner ob^^ 
jected to the election of the delegate from Dum-^ 
barton. The committee that tried this electipn, 
decided generally, that the petitioner was ddly 
elected, March 30, 1803. The return amended/ 

1806. A petition against the return of Archi-^ 
bald Campbell, esq. — No report. 

Number of voters — 4. 

Patrons of the wholer— Sir John Maxwell and 
Archibald Campbell, esq. 

District X. Selkirk^ Peebles^ Lanark^ and 
' ' Linlithgoio. 

Se^kirKi a royal borough, and the county town 
of Selkirkshire, Scotland, situated on a rising 
ground on the banks of the Ettrick, 11 miles 
from Hawick, and 36 from Edinburgh : containing 

PART II. VOL* IV. O * 
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396 faouf ea, and 2,09S inhabitanti, of whom M4 
were employed in various trades. 

CORPORAXIOlir* 

f Baillies 1 Old Treasurer 

1 Dean of Guild 5 Deacons 

1 Treasurer 5 Colleague to the Dea- 

cons 
3 Old Baillies 10 Mei^hant Goui^sellors 

1 OM Dean of Guild 8 Trad^ Coud^ellors 

Total »3- 

PBEB^Ltes, a royal borough, and the county 
town of the shire of Peebles^ or Tweedrfe, plea- 
santly situated on thfe banks of the Tweed, over 
which it has an etegiant bridge of five arches. It 
lies S3 mites south of Edinbni^h^ and contains 

397 houses, and 2^088 inhabitants, viz, 963tnales, 
and 1,135 femaless of whfam S^& were returned as 
being employed in »ade and mann^ftctnre, princi- 
pally in that of ^OoUen^. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

9 Baillies 11 Counsellors 
1 Dean of Guild 1 t)eacon 

Total 17- 

Lanark, ar oyal burgh^ a^d the county town 
of Lanarkshire, Scotland, 34 miles from Glasgow, 
and 30 from Edinburgh. It stands on a risihg 
gnwind near the river Clydfe^, ^66 feet above the 
level of the sea, and contains 643 houses^ «mt 
4,692 inbabitatrtB, viz. 3,18() males^ and 3,MS fe- 
males, of whom 1,611 were returned a& employed 
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!^ BiiHieiS l TWasurer 

1 D^an of Guild IJ Common GounselloT^ 

1 Deacon Convener Total It. 

LiKLrtHGO^, aroyil boroogh^ dad chief towrii 
of Linlithgowshire, or West LoChian, Scotland, 
16 mile^ ^ert of Edinburgh. It consists princi- 
pally 6f otie street, about t'htee qndrtdr^ of a i*ile 
long, and contains 457 houses, aivd 3,594 iilha- 
bttantt, v\t. 1,680 males, and 1,914 females, of 
HVliotfi 1,72^ ^et^ enfiployed iii various trades dnd 
m^hufetctures. It vrad ancien^tJy a place of great 
trade and opulence, and had §rst the hai^bdur of 
Blackness, and aft^i^viratds of (^de^risfefri^, assigned 
to it as its port; but since the union it has de- 
clined considerably. 

cdBVORiikTiolr. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

4 B^illkd 19 Merchant Couiis(e}k)rs 

1 Dean bf GitiM 8 Deicoiis of Crift 

Tbttil 27. 

I^B1^RB$£NTATIV£ HISTORY. 

Tbe^e four borftug'hS se^ one membet to Par-^ 
itittietit. 

PtTiTioi^ii, &c. In 1714, William Hamilton, 
6Stj., petitioned against th^ return of Sir Jameil 
<!j*rtaicharf, bart. 

03 
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1739. George Douglas, esq., petitioQed against 
the return of Daniel Weir, esq. : renewed sessions 
2, 3, and then withdrawn. March \7, 1725, Mr. 
Weir having died, and a new writ ordered. 

1725. William Frazer petitioned against John 
Murray, esq. The sitting member voted duly 
elected, 1726. 

1741. There was a double return; viz. James 
Carmichael, and John M'Kay, esqrs. The former 
waved his return. 

1747. Lawrence Dundas, esq.^ was declared 
not duly elected. His seat was taken by James 
Carmickael, esq. 

1806. William Maxwell, esq., petitioned against 
Sir Charles Ross, bart. The committee found Sir 
Charles Ross, bart., duly elected, March 25, 1807* 

Number op voters — 4. 

Patron of the whole — Duke of Buccleugh. 



District XI. Haddington^ Dunbar^ North 
Berwick^ Lauder, and Jedburgh. 

Haddington, a royal borough, and the county 
town of Haddingtonshire, or East Lothian. It is 
17 miles from Edinburgh; contains 688 houses, and 
4,049 inhabitants, viz. 1,874 males, and 9,175 fc/- 
males, of whom 376 were returned as being em- 
ployed in trade and manufactures. The principal 
manufacture is that of coarsi^ woollen rlotb, which 
is carried on in the suburb. There are two annual 
fairs, well attended, and a weekly market on Fri- 
day, accounted the best grain market in Scotland. 
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CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 12 Merchant Counsellors 

2 Merchant Baillies 1 Trades Counsellor 
1 Trades Baillie 7 Deacons of Crafts 
1 Treasurer Total 25. 

Dunbar, a royal borough and parish in the 
shireof Haddington, Scotland, situate on a small 
eminence at the bottom of Dunbar bay, "tj miles 
equidistant between Edinburgh, and Berwick- 
upon-Tweed. It contains 696 houses, and d,931 
inhabitants, being 1,736 males, and ^,215 temales, 
of whom 602 were returned as being employed in 
trade and manufacture. The houses are mostly 
new, regularly built, and well supplied with waten 
The harbour is safe, and defended by a strong 
battery ; besides which, here are a large and con- 
venient dry dock, and two considerable rope walks. 
The inhabitants carry on a very extensive trade in 
the export of corn. Numerous fishing boats be- 
long to the town. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies 15 Counsellors 

Total 20. 

Berwick North, a royal borough and sea- 
port, in the shire of Haddington, Scothnd. situated 
on tbe firth of Forth, S2 miles from Edinbui^gh ; 
containing SdS houses, and 1,583 inhabitants. 
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CORPOEATION^ 

2 Baillies 1 OW Treasurer 

I Trejas^qrei^ 6 Counsellors 

S OW JB^iUiep Toul J?, 

Lauder, a rpjal borough in tb^ ^hire of Ber- 
wick, Scotland, seated on a river of the same name, 
^hiph falls inio tne Twepd. 22 miles soutjb of 
S^in'uirgh, and 24 froo) Berwick ; containing 339 
bouses, aqd ^.JGO iqhabitants, of whom 634 were 
refu^qed s^ emplpj^edi in various trades^ 

CORPORATION. 

S Bi3i|lies 14 Counsellors 

J Tre^isurex Total 17. 

J[)$Di;u^GH» 9 coyaj borpugh in the shire of 
.^.^i^hiiir^b, Scptlsmd, op the b^pks of th^ river JecJ, 
}1 n^He^ t)r^>m JB^elso, ^d 45 from l^dinbur^h ; it 
poQ^aiMS. ij:u:lu4ing th^ parish, 64S houses, ^^4 
;8,8|4 ^pli^blltiWts, vi;5. 1,770 males, and 2,064 fe- 
males, of n horn 482 were returned as en?j)loyed in 
various traiies and 344 in agriculture. The trade 
^nd population of tbi^ pl^e has considerably de- 
creased since the union. It has several well at- 
tended lairs, and a good weekly market lor corn 
land cattle. It i$ the seat of a presby^y, and. of 
p circuit court. 

PORPORATION. 

1 Provost I Trefisurer 

^ Baillies 14 Mccchut Coms^Usfs 

1 Dean of Guild 4 CouQcil DeMQi)$i 

TMal86. 
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REPRXSSKTATIVS HISXOEY. 

« These *ve boroughs send one member to Par- 
liament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1729, Lord William Hay 
petitioned against the return of Sir James Dal- 
rymple. — No report. 

In 1735, there was a double return. Sir John 
Douglas, bart., and William Kirkpatrick, esq.: 
the former waved his return. 

In 1768, Patrick Warrender, esq., and the Hon. 
John Maitland, were both returned, but the latter 
ififormed the House, that he did not mean to con- 
test the matter, and his name was accordingly 
erased. 

In 1771 » Charles Ogilvie, esq., petitioned against 
Ae re-election of Patrick Warrender, esq. April 
19> the committee informed the House by their 
chairman, ** that the sitting member was duly 
elected.** 

In 1774» Sir Alexander Gilmour, bart., Andrew Gicnbenrie, 
Dickson, esq., &c., constituent members of thelaJ^iTi. 
borough of Haddington, the magistrates and town 
council of North Berwick, and the provost, magis- 
trates, and town council of the borough of Dun- 
bar, petitioned agdinst the election of the Hod. 
John Maitland. A committee was appointed 
May 2, 177^^ and on the 8th, they infbnrred the 
House by their chairman, that the sitting member 
was duly elected. 

In 1787, George Johnstone petitioned against 
William Fullarton, esq. The sitting member was 
declared duly elected. 
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In 1790, William Fullarton, esq., petitioned 
against the Hon. Thomas Maitland. The com- 
mittee determined, 1791, that the sittii^ member 
was duly elected, and that the petition was ft'ivo- 
k>us and vexatious. 

Number op voters— 5. 

Patron of the whole — Earl of Lauderdale. 



District XII. Dumfriesy Kirkcudbright^ San^ 
quehar, Annans and Lochmaben. 

Dumfries, the county town of the foregoing 
shire, is a royaj borough, standing on the river 
Nith, nine miles from its fall into the Solway firth, 
and 73 from Edinburgh* It contains, ii^cludiiig 
the parish, 1,363 houses and 7,388 inhabitants, 
being 3, 177 males and ^4,111 females, of whopt^ 613 
were returned as being employed in. trade, &c» 
The assizes for the county, and for the stewartry 
of Kirl^cudbright, are likewise held here twice a 
year. 

.CORPORATION. 

I Provost J Treasurer 

3 Baillies )3 Merchant counsellors 

J Dean of Guild 7 Deacops 

Total 25. 

Kirkcudbright,, a borough and the C9.unty , 
town of the stewartry of Kirkcudbright, stands 
on the river Dee, about four miles from its, en- 
trance into tjie firth, ^nd 28 from Dumfries : it 
contains 36i5 bouses and 2,^80 inbs^bit^nts^ viz» 
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1,043 males and 1,338 females, of whom 985 
were returned as employed in trade and manufac- 
ture, principally in that of cotton, established 
about I79'35 and 356 in agriculture. It consists 
of two streets meeting at right angles, and the 
buildings in general neat and regular. Near the 
centre is a large and elegant court-house. The 
harbour is safe and well sheltered, being from 16 
to 1 S feet deep at low water, and 40 at high water. 
To the port belong about 28 different sized ves- 
sels. 

COBPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

2 Baillies 13 Common Counsellors 

Total 17. 

SANQt7EHAR, a royal borough in the shire of 
Dumfries, seated on the river Nith, and on the 
border of Ayrshire, 27 miles from Dumfries, and 
33 from Ayre. It consists principally of one long 
street, and contains 468 houses and 2,do() inha- 
bitants, viz. 1,054 males and 1 ,296 females, having 
about 200 persons employed in the woollen trade, 
and the manufacture of stockings and carpets. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies U Counsellors 
1 Dean of Guild Total 17. 

Annan, a town and borough in Dumfiriet-shire, 
eight miles from Gretna, and fifteen from Dtim- 
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of ^bon 941 v^f9 returoed employed in triddo 
Xt i$ aituatfd on a riv^r of the same name ; vesseU 
Qif 19^ loqs ca^) c^ipe within haif a mile of the 
townt and y^ps^ls of ^O tont as biph a« the bridge, 
which censi^it of five arciiM, defended by a gato** 
way. A maattfaotory for cardiaf and apioiiiii^ 
boa bifiy been establiabed, wbidn baa intarcuodl 
tbe tawn. 

1 Provost 1 Dean of Guild 

3 Baillies 13 Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 19. 

LocHMABEN, a rjt>yal boiougb in the shire of 
Dumfries, in the district of Annandale, seven miles 
tpom Dumfries. Tbe parish extendi about ten 
miles along the b^nks of the rirer Annan, and 
CjWtaina 49'» houses and 3,0^53 inb^bitiHitB^ ^ 
whom 771 w«re eaopipyad in trade and manufac- 
ture, principally in that of aoarte linen cloth fbr 
^ £pgUsb market, it wm ibrmerly a phoe ^ 
gfeat opukeoe and trade. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Dean of Guild 

3 Baillies 10 Counsellors 

Tiital 15. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

Tfaete tnrn heimigfaa aend cue mmbar to Par- 
liMWlt. 
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PATraiPifS) &c. lu 1709, WUJiam PiuMwrson 
find William Jobmoo> eftqrs*, w^e botb veturoeiiik 
The latter wfi9 decl9red duly elected- 

1793. Alaxanclier Fergufson, esq,, petitioned 
agaiB$lt the re^t^rn 0f Willism Douglaa, esq. 

173<9. Double return ; viz. Sir John Douglasi, 
btrt*, aod William Kirkp^trick, efiq. Thefurmer 
ifrav^ bis return. 

1735. Raftel Hamilton, esq., petitbned. With<- 
dtevr his petition. 

1741. William Stuart, esq., petitioned.-^No 
report. 

1784. Sir Robert ELerries, knt., petitioned 
against Sir James Johnstone, bart.-i-^No report. 

Number of voters — 5. 

Patron of the whole — Marquis of Queensberry. 



District XIII. Wigton^ New Galhwayj Stran* 
raer, and Whitehom. 

WiOTQN, a royal borough in the shire of Wig- 
tou» situated on the side of a hill near the month 
of the river Hadeooob, seven miles from Nevrtcm 
Douglas; cootaining S74 houaes and 1,475 iaba»> 
biftanta. It la a port of the customs, comprehend*^ 
ing the creeks of Wigtonahire from the m\j\\ of 
Galloway to the mouth of the river Dee. 

ClQItPORATION. 

1 Provost 14 Counsellors 



2 Baillies 1 Town clerk 

1 Treasurer Total 19. 
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New GALtiOWAY, a royal burgh in the parish 
of Glens, and stewartry of Kirkcudbright, in a de- 
lightful vale called Glenkiiis, from the river Ken, 
which waters it, 18 miles from Newton Douglas, 
and 7S from Edinburgh ; containing, Kells in- 
cluded, 170 houses and 778 inhabitants. The 
buildings are neat and regular. It possesses little, 
if any trade: however, from its centrical situatiotf, 
it has a good market, chiefly for oatmeal and bar- 
ley. Galloway was made a royal bwough by 
Charles L, when it had scarcely SO houses. In 
this neighbourhood stands Kenmure Castle, the 
seat of the Gordons of Kenmure, who are pro- 
prietors of the town. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Dean of the market 

9 Baillies 1^ Counsellors 

1 Treasurer Total 20. 

Stranraer, a royal borough in the shire of 
Wigton, at the head of Loch Ryan, six miles from 
Port Patrick ; containing 340 houses and ),7S9 
inhabitants, many of whom are employed in some 
extensive cotton and linen manufactories. Many 
of the houses are well built, and it has a good har- 
bour, with a custom-house. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies IS Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Total 18.- 
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Whitehern, or Whithorn, a royal borough 
in the shire of Wigton, situated on the bay of 
Wigton, where a stream of water falls into the 
harbour. The town consists chiefly of one street, 
intersected by several alleys, containing 363 bouses 
and 1,904 inhabitants. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

S Baillies 15 Counsellors 

Total 19. 

REPRESENTATIVE HISTORY. 

These four boroughs send one member to Par* 
liament. 

Petitions, &c. In 1728, the magistrates, &c. 
of Wigton, petitioned against John Dalryniple, 
esq., complaining that the said John Dalrymple, 
esq., pretended to be elected at Stranraer, whereas, 
by the statute in that case, the election ought 
to be at Wigton, and the return made by the 
common clerk of the said borough. The sit- 
ting member was declared duly elected. 

1735. Captain John Dalrymple petitioned 
against the return of Captain James Stuart. 

1769. Hutchinson Mure, esq., petitioned, but 
afterwards withdrew it. 

In 1774> Henry Watkin Dashwood, esq., pe- Gienbcrvie, 
titioned against William Norton, esq. The com- I^^.a'ia! 
mittee (who was chosen March 21, 1775,) deter- JJ^/g^J*"* 
mined, (March 33,) that the petitioner was duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned. 

Nov. 34, 1802. Robert Vans Agnew, esq., pe- Pcckwcu, 
tioqed against John Spalding, esq. Th§ commit- ^a-seo! 
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UM wa« appointed March 3, 1803, and on the 7th 
determined rbe sitting member to h^ve been duty 
etected. 

NtTMBRR OF V0tERS-*-4. 

PATitON of the whole*-Earl of Galloway. 

District XIV. Ayre^ Irvine^ Rothsay^ Inveraryi 
and Camhletoton. 

Ayr, a royal borough in the shire of Ayr, 74 
miles from Edinburgh ; contains 727 houses and 
5,499 inhabitants, being 2,494 males and 3,068 
females, of whom 4,S61 wete teturti*d empteyed 
in trade and manufacture. 

1 Provo&t 1 Treasurer 

* Baillies \ti JVfei^chant Counsellors 

I Deain of Goild 2 Tf^dtes Cotm^llors 

T6t*I ir. 

Irvine, ot ItttrlKtt, a: jf^a-port lantf foyd Bo- 
rough in die dhire of Ayr^, standing oA a rivet of 
the same name, 1^ miles from Arfan, and 61 from 
Edinburgh ; and codtaining 710 houses anrf 4,584 
inhabitants, viz. 1,850 mal^s 2,7^4 females, of 
whom 3,961 were fcturtted' ad employed id ti^de, 
and' 3f36 ift agtieultttfe. 

comFditAtrkoif. 

1 Pro vow I tf€?adtti*«* 

4 Bai^mes 10 Nterch«i^t G<>^nM6iror8 

I Dcfatf dfCruild i Tr^dfe^ Cbtiifsdlof^ 

Total 17. 
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Rof HSAir, a royal borough and pambjn the 
Isk of Bute^ 70 inik»ft*oiii fidinlwrgh; contaming 
599 bouses and ^,931 iiiiiabitams, viz. 9,4^ 
males and 9,T3&feiiialfe«> of wbom 4s347 were re* 
turned as being employed in various trades and 
manufactures, partitularly in the cotton branch. 
It has an excellent: harbour at the bottom of tn 
extensive bay, andaUrg^e herring fishery. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Ph>¥dst. 4 Common Gounftellors 

9 Baillies 11 Trades Cdvnaeliors 

1 Treasurer Total 119* 

Inysbart, a royd borough raid eountf townn 
of the shire of Aigyle. It is pleasantly situated 
on a small bay at tibe head; of Lodi Tyne^and god«- 
tains 975 houses and 9fiM infaBfaitamts, vis^ 906 
midesand 1,065 females, of whom 9^15 mere fbm 
turnied as employed in varioue trades^ and 1 14< m 
igrtcultiire. The cfhief supfiort of the place i^ its 
hdrnag fishery ; about 90,000 banrete. of hc3t4iig9 
being anniia|Iy caught in iIp^ Loefa. A linen ma- 
nufacture was established here is tiie year 17484 
and in 1776 an attempt, was made to introduce 
the woollen manufacture on a large scak»^ but it 
did not meet with success. In 1754, a compaay 
from Lancashire, called the Argyte Furnace Com- 
pany, erected a large iron work two miles firom 
Inverary, which still continues, dud i» said to be 
ioiaa incmasing'tftate^ Tbeoreiaamported from the 
west of England, and is smelted wi^ charcoal pro- 
duced from the forestsiir the neighbourhood. One 
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•hip belonging to the town is engflged in foreagn 
trade ; and about half a dozen employed in im* 
porting meal, coals, merchants' goods, &c<, and 
exporting wool, timber, and oak bark. 

CORPORATION. 

I Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies 9 Counsellors 

Total 13. 

Cambletown, a royal borough in the shire of 
Argyle, in the district of Kintyre, 139 miles from 
Glasgow, and 176 from Edinburgh ; containing 
1000 houses and 7,093 inhabitants, of whom 649 
vr^re returned as being employed in trade and 
manufacture. It was made a borough in 1701, 
before which time it was called Caenn*lach (Loch 
bead ,9 and was formerly only a small fishing vil- 
lage. It has a harbour in the form of a crescent,' 
two miles long and one broad, with from six to 
ten jfathoms water, and is much frequented during 
the herring fishery. There are coal mines about 
three miles distant from the town, which are' 
brought by a canal from thence. 

CORPORATION. 

1 Provost 1 Treasurer 

3 Baillies 13 Common Counsellors 

1 Dean of Guild Total 17. 

REPRESBNTATIVfi HISTORY. 

These five boroughs join in sending one mem- 
ber to Parliao^ent. 

NUMBRR OP VOTBRS— «5. 

Patron of the whole — Duke of Argyll. 
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IRELAND. 



In giving the History of the Parliament of Ire- 
land, and the present state of its representation, 
we have had recourse to the statistical and poli- 
tical account of that kingdom by Edward Wake- 
field, esq. ; a work possessing the highest merit, for 
general information, profound knowledge, and au- 
thentic report. 

** It appears that, for the space of almost a cen- 
tury and a half after Henry II. hiad taken posses- 
sion of Ireland, there was but one Parliament 
for both kingdoms, the laws made in the Parlia- 
ment of England being transmitted to Ireland, un- 
der the great seal, to be proclaimed, enrolled, and 
executed as the laws of Ireland. 

** The first regular establishment of a Parliament 
in Ireland seems 'to have been about the end of 
the reign of Edward II. ; for the meetings and 
consultations of the great lords before that period, 
although in old annals called Parliaments, are not, 
in the proper sense of the word, entitled to that 
appellation. When Ireland was invaded by the 
Scots under Bruce, the English government found 
Itself so much embarrassed, that, not being able 
to afibrd effectual assistance to its Irish subjects, 

PART II. VOL. IV. p 
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they were aqthorized to hold a general council of 
the kingdom among themselves, in order that they 
might pursue speedier and more decisive measures 
for allaying the commotions with which the whole 
country was then agitated, 

" In the reign of Henry VII., the Parliament 
of Ireland became, in some measure, dependent on 
that of England, by an act passed under the direc- 
tion of Sir Edward Poynings, the lord deputy, by 
which it was provided that all the statutes lately 
made in England, of a public nature, should be 
]beld effectual and valid in Ireland. It has be<^ 
erroneously supposed, that this act extended to 
the whole code of English statutes ; for, in reality, 
it refers only to a certain number, which, however 
inaccurately stated, were under the eye of the Irish 
legislature. 

" From this regulatiop," says Professor Millar^ 
it may be fairly inferred, that the Irish Parliament 
was at this time understood to possess an inde- 
pendent legislative authority ; for if that B^ssemhly 
was capable of adopting the English laws, it mi|«t 
have possessed the power also of rejecting them: 
land, as this act of legislature 3ufficiently testifies 
the exertion of independence ofi the part of Ire- 
land, the absent of the governpr on the part aitke 
If ing, Jeaves no doubt of his majesty*s approb^ioa 
and concurrence.** 

But to secure the dependence of the Iri^h Par- 
liament, Henry endeavoured to prevent debate, 
by putting a negative upon all theiar proceedings. 
With this intention, he caused another act to be 
p^sed, ppmmoply known l^y the namfe of Poy? 
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sing's Laiv, which declares that no Parliament 
should be held in Ireland, until the lord deputy 
and his council should make known to the king 
and council in England the causes for which the 
meeting was to be called, and the bills which were 
to be passed ; and that, unless the king's leave 
were previously obtained, the acts of any Parlia- 
inent should be void* 

In the reign of Queen Mary this law was still 
fiirther extended, by an act passed under the pre* 
tence of explaining the true meaning and intent 
of the former; in which it was enacted, that no 
Parliament should be held in Ireland until the 
chief governor and council had certified to the 
king and council of England not only the measurei; 
which were in contemplation at the time when the 
Parliament was called, but those also which might 
become the subject of its future deliberation. Such 
was the act which finally established the usage of 
holding Parliaments and enacting laws in Ireland^ 
and by which the proceedings of its legislature 
were determined till the year 17839 when the Irish 
Parliament was declared independent of that of 
England. 

Before the 33d year of King Henry VI IL, it 
appears that none were admitted into Parliapfient 
but Englishmen by birth or the descendants of 
Englishmen, the Irish being entirely excluded, 
because their lands, being beyond the limits of 
counties, could send no knights ; and as they con- 
tained no cities or towns, they could send no bur- 
gesses^ But it is not improbable that the chief 
reason was the jiealousy of the English govern- 
p 2 
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ment, which, suspecting their fidelity, did not 
deem it prudent to suflFer them to become mem- 
bers of the great national council. 

Before the 34th year of the same sovereign, when 
Meath was divided into two shires, there were 
only 12 counties in Ireland, besides the liberty of 
Tipperary ; the number of knights, therefore, must 
have been few, since there were only four ancient 
cities, and the boroughs which sent burgesses did 
not exceed thirty. Hence it appears, that the 
whole House of Commons could not then amount 
to a hundred persons ; and although Queen Mary 
added two shires, and Queen Elizabeth seventeen 
more, to increase the number of knights, they did 
not all send members to Parliament, for the remote 
shires of Ulster did not return any. 

Ireland, therefore, in the reign of King James, 
contained 3d counties ; and as some of them had 
no boroughs, it was found expedient to oreate 
40 new ones, by which expedient the influence 
of the crown acquired a considerable accession of 
strength. Charles I. exercised this prerc^ative, 
but not to so great an extent; and Queen Ann 
added one borough, which appears to have been 
the last. 

In the year 1719, a private law-suit in Ireland* 
era vA rifie to a coutrovcrsy about the right of appeal 
e Irish tribunals to the House of Lords in 
; and the consequence was, an act of theBri* 
liament, the express object of which seems 
been, to subject Ireland to a state of com- 

♦ 3e(weeQ Sherlock and Annesley, 
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plete dependency on the crown of Great Britain. 
By this act it was declared, first, ** that the king's 
majesty, by and with the consent of the lords 
spiritual and temporal, and the Commons of Great 
Britain in Parliament assembled, bad, hath, and 
ought to have, full power and authority to make 
statutes of sufficient force and validity to bind the 
peofJe and kingdom of Ireland/' 

Secondly, " That the House of Lords of Ireland 
have not, ^nor of right ought to have, any juris- 
diction to yudge of, affirm9 or reverse any judg- 
ment, sentence, or decree, given or made in any 
court within the said kingdom/' 

But notwithstanding the servile state in which 
the legislature of Ireland was held, it seems to 
have preserved its independence in taxation. No 
British Parliament, it appears, ever assumed, or 
even claimed, the right of imposing taxes on that 
country; and several instances are recorded, in 
which it manifested itsr jealousy on this point with 
a spirit worthy of the national character. In 1690, 
the Commons of Ireland rejected a money bill, 
because it had not originated in their House* In 
1709> a money bill was returned from England 
with alterations, and on this account it was re- 
jected by the Commons. A similar circumstance 
took place in 176S ; but, notwithstanding these 
exertions of the Irish nation in favour of liberty 
and independence, their efforts were counter- 
acted, and for the most part frustrated, by the in- 
discreet influence of the crown ; and nothing con- 
tributed more to render it effectual than the dura- 
tio n of their Parliament. 
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According to the early constitution of Parlia- 
ment, both in England and in Ireland, these as- 
semblies could be dissolved at the pleasure of the 
crown ; but when this prerogative was not exer- 
cised, they remained till the death of the king. In 
England, however, in the reign of William III., 
the nation becoming jealous of the power which 
the king had acquired over Parliaments, their du- 
ration was limited to three years : this period, in 
the reign of George I., was extended to seven ; 
but as no change of the same kind had been^ intro- 
duced into Ireland, the Parliament there conti- 
nued to exist, according to the old plan, with the 
life of the king, till the year 1768, when, in con- 
sequence of a bill brought in by Dr. Lucas, the 
member for Dublin, its duration was restricted to 
eight years. 

Agreeably to the Act of Union in 1800, the repre- 
sentation of Ireland consists at present of 38 tempo- 
ral peers, elected for life by the general body of Irish 
peers ; four spiritual ones, consisting of bishops, 
who are replaced by the same number every two 
years in rotation, ; and 100 commoners, chosen 
from the following places : 

Taking the representation by counties, including 
the cities, towns, and boroughs, which they con- 
tain, it will stand thus : 



2 Anirun 


1 Belfast 


•> 




1 C^rrickfergns 
1 Lisburn 


V 


2 Acmagh 
2 Carlow 
2 Cayan 


1 Armagh (CUj) 
1 Carlow (Boiioagh) 


s 

3 
2 


2 Clare 


1 Eiiiib (Boroagfa) 


3 
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2 Cork 



2 Donegal 

3 Down 

2 DtibKn 



2 F^imanagh 
2 Galway 
2 Keriy 
2 Kildare 
2 Kilkenny 
2 King's County 
2 Leitrim 
2 limerick 
2 Londonderry 

2 Longford 
2 Loath 

2 Mayo 

2 Meath 

2 Itfonahagan 

2 Queen^s County 

2 RoBComraon 

2Saigo 

2 Tipperary 

2 Tyrone 
2 Waterford 

1 Westmeatb 
i Wexford 

2 Wicklow 
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2 Cork (City) 

1 Yooghall (Borough) 

1 Bandon Bridge 

1 Kinaale 

1 Mallow 



I Newry (Borough) 

1 Dewnpatrick 

2 Dublin (City) 

1 Dublin (Uniyersity) 
1 Enniskillen (Borough) 
1 Gidway (Borough) 
1 Tralee (Borough) 



total. 
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1 Kilkenny (Borough) 



1 Limerick (City) 
1 Londonderry (City) 
1 Coleraine (Borough) 

1 Drogheda (Borough) 
1 Dondalk 






} 



3 
9 
d 
2 
3 
2 
2 
3 

4 

2 



1 Portarlington (Borough) 

1 Sligo (Borough) 
1 Clonmell (Borough) 
1 Cashell (City) 
1 Dungannon (Borough) 
1 Waterford (City) 
1 Dungarvon (Borough) 
1 Athlone (Borough) 
1 Wexford (Borough) 
1 N«w Ross 



} 
} 
} 



2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 

2 
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ANTRIM. 

The qualification of freeholder is the same fo 
Ireland as in England, a clear forty shillings in- 
terest for a life ; but as it is customary in Ireland 
to insert lives in all leases, freeholders are cre- 
ated without the actual possession of property 
being considered as necessary, and their votes are 
considered as a right of the landlord. This system 
of creating votes in Ireland, is carried to an extent 
of which people in England can have no idea. 
The passion for acquiring political influence, pre- 
vails throughout the whole country; and it has an 
overwhelming influence upon the people; to divide, 
and subdivide, for the purpose of making freehold- 
ers, is the great object of every owner of land ; aod 
Mr. Wakefleld considers it as one of the most per- 
nicious practices that has ever been introduced into 
the operations of political machinery. It reduces 
the elective franchise nearly to universal suff*rage ; 
to a population who, by the very instrument by 
which they are made free, are reduced to the most 
abject state of personal bondage. Mr. Wakefield has 
known freeholders registered among mountain te- 
nantry, whose yearly* head-rent did not exceed 
2«. 6rf.; but living upon this half-crown tenure, were 
enabled to swear to a derivation interest of forty 
shillings per annum. This right, instead of beidg 
an advantage to the freeholder, is an excessive bur- 
den, as he is obliged to attend elections at tti<! 
command of the agent, often with great inconVfe- 
nience ; and is ordered to vote for the object, of 
his landlord's choice, with as little ceremoiiy as 
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the Jamaica planter would direct his slave to the 
perforaiance of the meanest offices. Of this we 
have a striking and recent instance, in the case of 
Mr. Alcock, member for the county of Wexford, 
who challenged Mr. Colcough. The cause of 
this unfortunate quarrel was, that the latter re- 
fused to relinquish the. votes of the tenantry of a 
Mrs. Cholmondely, who had written to her ageot, 
to desire her tenants to vote for the former; but, 
notwithstanding this mandate, these poor people 
for once insisted on giving their suffrages to She- 
ridan and Colcough. Could Addison rise from 
his grave, what would be his opinion of such free- 
holders?* Mr. Wakefield has alluded to the above 
lamentable transaction, to shew what are the com- 
mon feelings in Ireland on such occasions , and 
these ideas are not confined to the county where 
the fatal event took place to which he has al- 
luded, they are universally throughout every part 
of the island. 

After this information, the reader will not be 
surprised to learn that many counties are over- 
ruled in their choice by the will of some great ter- 
ritorial possessor ; and there are few ill which a 
coalition of two or three of the principal land- 
holders will not settle the election according to 
their own views. 

Antrim. — ^This county, which is in the pro- 
vince of Ulster, is about 46 miles long, 97 broad, 
and contains about 38,000 acres of land, 56 pa- 
Ttsbes, and about 30^314 houses, and 170,000 inha- 

-M >lll I II I I ■ ■ ■ ■ II I II I I I ■■ ■ ■ . I I J I ■ !' 

• See Addismi's Freeholder, No. 1, London edit. 1758« 
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bitants. Most of the inhabitants are of Scotch 
extraction, and attached to the Presbyterian form 
of worship. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Marquis of Hertford, and Marqurs of Do- 
negal, Earl O'Neil, and the Antrim family, whose 
property is now divided between two heiresses : 
the Countess of Antrim and Lady Mark Kerr, en- 
grossed nearly the whole land of the county ; and 
on their estates all the freeholds originate. The 
Marquis of Hertford, therefore, returns a member, 
with as much ease as the owner of Old Sarum 
sends one to the House of Commons ; arid no- 
thing but an opposition on the part of the other 
three families, can create a contest. At present. 
Lord O'Neirs interest preponderates; and his 
brother represents the county. 

Patrons — Marquis of Hertford, and Earl 
O'Neil. 

BELFAST. 

Ik 1798;, this town contained 3,107 houses, and 
about 18,320 inhabitants. Here are considerable 
manufactures of cotton, cambric, sail cloth^ and 
linen, and others of glass, sugar, earthenware, &c. 
It has a large exportation of butter and salt pro- 
risions. 

POLITICAL character. 

The right of election is in twelve self-elect64 
butgesdes, ander the patronage of the Marquis of 
Don^alr who returns a oiember of his own^family. 

PAfTAoH— Marquis of Donegal^ 
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CARRICKFERGUS, 
The assize town of the county of Antrim. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

It is a corporate town, but the number of bur* 
gesses is unlimited ; and, besides these, the free- 
holders possess the right of suffrage. It may be 
considered an open place, although the Marquis of 
Donegal^ and Marquis of Downshire have great 
influence, which,^ if united, would probably re«*- 
turn the member. 

LISBURN, 

A TOWN in the county of Antrim, has a very 
considerable manufacture of linen cloth, and a 
good market. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This place belongs to the Marquis of Hertford. 
The right of election is vested it) such of the inha- 
bitants as occupy a tenement of five pounds j^er 
annumj and in freeholders of forty shillings, all of 
whom derive from the Marquis, at whose recom- 
mendation the member is returned. 

Patron — Marquis of Hertford. 

ARMAGH. 

This county is S3 miles in length, 170 in 
breadth, and is divided into 73 baronies, contain- 
ing about 170,620 acres of land, about 22,900 
houses, and 130,000 inhabitants. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Earl of Gosford, and Mr. Brownlow, have 
immense estates in this county ; and although 
they do not possess a commanding interest, will 
probably continue to exercise so much inflcfence, 
that the members returned will be gentlemen of 
their choice. Earl Charlemont, and Mr. Cope, 
are the owners of larg^ estates here ; but they do 
not possess power equal to the proprietors above- 
mentioned. 

Patrons — Earl of Gosford, and Wm. Brown- 
low, esq. 

Armagh, the city which gives name to the 
county, was once a very considerable place, but 
now is only a village. In 11 42, it was constituted 
an archbishopric by Cardinal Papyreo, with the 
consent of the king's nobility, and states of Ire- 
land. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The election here is in twelve burgesses elected 
by themselves. 

Patron — Archbishop of Armagh. 

CARLOW. 

This county contains 220,098 English acres of 
land, 50 parishes, and 8,763 houses, and 44,000 in- 
habitants. 

political character. 

Mr. Cavannah of Borris, has votes sufficient to 
return one member ; the election of the other will 
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be contested between the Latoucfae, Brewen, and 
Burton families. 

Patron — Mr. Cavannah of Borris, one member. 

Cahlow, the county town, stands on the east 
side of the river Barrow, by which it communis 
cates with Waterford river and the grand canal. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The right of election is in twelve burgesses, 
who elect each other. 

Patron — Earl of Charleville. 



CAVAN 



Is about 47 miles long, and 94 broad, contain- 
ing 30 parishes, about 16,134 houses, and 81,570 
inhabitants. The linen manufacture is carried on 
here to a great extent. 

political character. 

Were the freeholders of this county registered, 
they would amount at least to 6,000, but one half 
neglect to enrol their names. Here there is but 
one Roman catholic proprietor, Mr. Dease ; yet, 
in the population, the catholics bear to the pro- 
testants the proportion of five to one. The pro- 
testant land-owner directs the Roman catholic 
freeholders at every election. Of the 3,000 regis- 
tered freeholders, 700 are under the Earl of Farn- 
ham, and 300 under Colonel Batrry, his cousin ; it 
may therefore be remarked, that Lord Farnham 
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commands the return of the member. The other 
is independent; but the protestant interest pre- 
vails in the election of one who is to vote against 
the catholic claims. 
PATRON^-^Earl of Farnham, one member. 



CLARE 



Contains two market towns, 79 parishes, and 
about 96,000 inhabitants. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Earl of Conyngham, and the family of Sir 
Edward O'Brien, have freeholders sufficient to re- 
turn the members for this county. A contest 
may arise, from the latter endeavouring to return 
both the members ; but the elective influence 
must always remain between the two families. 

Patrons — Earl of Conyngham, and Sir Ed- 
ward O'Brien. 

ENNIS. 

Ehnis, in CUre, a3 it is sometime^ called, the 
county town of Clare, or Thomond, is very large 
and populouA. 

political CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected burgesses, 
inrho choose the member. 

PATRON-^Sir Edwiurd O'Brien, and James Fitz- 
gerald, esq., altemntely. 
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CORK. 



This county contains 232 villages, 76J39 
houses, and 416,000 inhabitants. It is remarkably 
fertile, and produces corn, vegetables, cattle, &c. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The popularity of the Earl of Shannon, and the 
property he possesses, give him influence suffi- 
cient to return one member. This county iB so 
large, that it is not possible for the freeholders of 
any individual to command the election of a re* 
presentative. It contains one million of acres, and 
20,000 persons entitled to vote. In so extensive 
a district, there are many owners of very conside- 
rable estates, besides Lord Shannon, Lady Kings- 
ton, Mr. Hyde, Mr. Aldworth, Mr. Freeman, Mr. 
Newenham, Mr. Anderson, and several others, all 
of whom have a great number of tenants, so that 
the independence df one member^ at least, is likely 
to be secured. 

Patron-^ Earl of Shannon, one member. 



CORK. 

Cork, the capital of the county of tb€ same 
name, is a sea-port, and supposed to contain about 
8,600 houses, and near 100,000 inhabitapits. I« 
trade and commerce it exceeds any other town ii| 
Ireland. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Eorl of DonoughiDore, Mountifbrd Long- 
field, esq., and Mr. Newenham, have the prevail- 
ing interest in the election for this city ; that of 
Lord Donoughmore and Mr. Longfield are co- 
existent with religious parties; and as these par- 
ties, whether in or out, have exercised the im- 
mense patronage annexed to this great emporium 
of Ireland, it may readily be conceived that the 
state Of politics here is subject to considerable va- 
riation. The members of the corporation are nu- 
merous, and among them are six or seven hundred 
who are unyielding protestants. The freeholders 
vi^ithin the precincts of the city have the right of 
voting, but the majority are catholics. Mr. 
Newenham*s interest arises from his being owner 
of a great part of the city ; and whenever he exerts 
his influence, if united with that of the Earl of 
Cork, who has a large estate under similar cir- 
cumstances, it is sufficient to return a member. 
In the strong contests between the two other in- 
terests, he has hitherto taken no part ; and when 
the leases on his estate are expired, which will 
soon be the case, it is probable that his intimacy 
with the noble families will induce him to regain 
neuter. 

Of the last general election in 1813, there was 
a contest tor this city, when the numbem* at the 
final close of the poll were, for Mountiford Long- 
field, esq. 91 > — Sir Nicholas Conway Colthurst, 
bart. 0y9— Hon. C. H. Hutchinson 639. 

Patuoms — Earl of Donoughmore and Mounti- 
ford Longfield, esq. 
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YOUGHALL 

Is a considerable town in the county of Cork. 
The harbour is very commodious, and has a con- 
venient quay. The town has a considerable ex- 
port trade, and a good market. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This is a close corporation, under the influence 
of the Earl of Shannon. An attempt has lately- 
been made to procure the right of Voting for free- 
holders, in which case the Duke of Devonshire 
would return the member. 

Patron— Earl of Shannon. 

BANDON BRIDGE. 

Amarket-town in the county of Cork, on the 
river Bandon, over which it has a bridge. This 
town was erected in 1610, in the midst of an im- 
passable bog, by Richard Boyle, first Earl of Cork. 
It was at first inhabited by protestants. Here are 
a considerable number of manufacturers of cotton, 
camblets, ticking, &c. It contains about 12,000 
inhabitantd. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

It has twelve burgesses, who elect each other. 
Patron— Earl of Bandon. 

PART II. VOL. IV. Q 
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KINSALE 

is a town in the county of Cork, seated tfri ihe 
river t^an^on. It is a populous and commercial 
place, and has a deep and secure harbour. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has also twelve burgesses who 
elect each oiher. 

Patron — Lord de Clifford. 

MALLOtV^ 

Is a considerable town in the coutity of Cork, 

seated on the river Blackwater. It has a good 

market. 

political character. 

The felectofs arfe thfe tendnts of the tdsinor> be- 
longing to Mr. Jfeptisbri. 
PatIio!^ — Mh Jephsoh. 



\it'\ if 



■Allu. 



DdNEGAL 

Is a county of the province of Ulster, about 68 
miles in length, and 36 in breadth^ and containing 
42 parishes, 23,531 houses, and 140,000 inhabit- 
ants. It has many excellent harbours, and several 
extensive linen manufactories have been estab- 
lished. 
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Thf» Ka?l of Cqpyngbam apfi the Marquj? of 
AfeercoFH h^ve freeholdersf sufficient to returq (he 
membeFS for thia county : bgt the Marquis of Do- 
negal pos$e$8e9 m e^t^te, which, if managed, wqu14 
give him an influeipfie sulfjSciently powerful to en- 
able him to succeed against either of them. There 
are 9000 freeholders in the county, and Lord 
Southwell is the only Roman Catholic proprietor 
in it. The chief land-owners are absentees ; but 
under thisf head afe comprehended persons who, al- 
though iabsentees from the county, live in Ireland. 

Patroks — The Marquis of Abercorn and Earl 
QfConyngh^m. 



DOWN. 

A COUNTY in the province of Ulster. It is about 
49 Bpiles in length, and 34 in breadth. It contains 
79 parishes, and ia co^xputed to have about 36^666 
housfs and 904,.^00 inhabitants. In this county 
are numerous bleach-greens, and an abundance of 
neat habitations, with an orchard to almost every 
cpttoge. Jt3 trade i]i? the linen manufactory is 
w&taged annually at 158,000/. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

. * ■ >»^ 

Ii4H>ntaiti6 90,000 fireeboklers, who elect the 
fHei^ of the Marquis of Downshire without a 
contest. To ensure this object, the Marcj^uis's 
^8lUt^ h»S ib^ liividedtf sub-divided, and again 
flivad^d, untii itt has baconfte a warren of fre^ 
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holders, ancj the scheme has completely succeeded. 
The landed property of this nobleman exhibits, 
perhaps, the best specimen of political agronomy^ 
to be found in Ireland, and is a proof of the inge- 
nuity of those by whom it was planned. f 
Patron — Marquis of Downshire. 

NEWRY, 

A CONSIDERABLE towu and sea-port in the 
county of Down, situated on the side of a steep 
hill, at the foot of which is the Newry Water, 49 
miles north of Dublin. 

* As this word may not be understood, perhaps, by crery 
reader, I must remark, that it is derived from the Greek, in 
which aypwofjCM Signifies a distribution or division of land. 

f A similar system of division was pursued, about thirty yeaift 
ago, by some of the Scotch peers, particularly in the north, for 
the purpose of acquiring parliamentary influepce : they assigned 
over certain portions of their land, at its valued rent, to their 
factors, to clergymen, and other dependents, sufficient to qualify 
them as freeholders, receiving security that the land should 
revert to its real owner on their death, or at a specified period. 
This iniquitous practice, in which grave r^inisters of the kirk 
condescended te become the instruments of corruption, was car- 
ried to a most extraordinary height : but, if I am rightly in- 
formed, the votes of such freeholders were questioned as being 
illegal, and in some cases brought before the Court of Sesmon at 
Edinburgh, and the whole system overturned. Johnson, in 
answer to a letter of Boswell, who, alluding to this practice, had 
consulted him, *< Whether the unconstitutional influence exer- 
cised by the peers of Scotland, in the election oftbe represen- 
tatives of the Commons, by means of fictitious qualificatiAnSi 
oagl)t not to be resisted ?" says, ** the usurpation of the nobi- 
lity, for they apparently usurp all the influence they gain by 
fraud and misrepresentation, I think it certainly lawful, perhaps 
your duty, to resist. What is not their own, they have only by 
robbery.*' BosweWs Life of Johnson, vol. iv^ p. 265, 266. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

General Needham derives considerable interest 
from his being owner of the turbary adjoining to 
the town ; but it is not sufficient to command the 
return, though he is the present member. At the 
last general election there was a contest, when 
the numbers were, for the Hon, Francis Need- 
ham 346 — Henry Curran 144, 

Patron — the Hon, Francis Needham. 



DOWNPATRICK, 

The county town of Down, is seated on the river 
Newry. It is a borough and market-town. Near 
it are the ruins of an ancient cathedral, remarkable 
for containing the tomb of St. Patrick, its founder. 

political character. 

Inhabitants who occupy tenements of five 
pounds /7er annum, and freeholders of forty shil- 
lings, all have votes. Lord de CiitTord is owner 
of the principal part of the town, and is also the 
patron ; his lordship, however, has been unfortu- 
nate in the choice of his agents, whose families 
have now acquired property and influence suffi- 
cient to enable them to form a commanding oppo- 
sition to his interest at every election. 

In 1819, there was a contest for this borough, 
when, at the final close of the poll, the numbers 
were, for Charles Stewart Hawthorne, esq. 159— 
John Wilson Croker, esq. 134. 

Patron — Lord de Clifford. 
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DUBLIN. 

A COUNTY in the province of L^inster, feeing 
nbout 25 tniles lortjpj and l6 broad ; containing 107 
Jjarishes, four market-towfls, 96,000 hotfses^ «ljd 
908,000 inhabitants. 

POLITICAL CHARACTteR. 

The freeholders of this metropolitan county 
are too numerous, atid too opuleftt, to be subject 
to the influence of any individual. 

DUBLIN, 

The nietropolis of Ireland, is situated at the 
bottom of a large bay, and divided by the river 
Liffey into two nearly equal parts. Its form is 
nearly that of a square of two miles and a haffin ex- 
tent each way, containing two catheclrals, 18 parisb 
churches, two chapels of ease, 15 Roman Catholic 
chapels, a chdrch for French ^Calvinists, a Danirfi 
a'ntl Dutch church, a Je^hh synagogue, 'and nu- 
me^fous meeitirtg-houscs, b^sid^s afboo't 17,000 
houses, inhabited by 190,000 persons, incluitldg 
the garrison. The streets *bjear a pear resemblance 
to those of Londoij. The city is*?n If kfe manner 
istipplied w^ifh water by means qf pfpes. 'Dublin 
i$ an archiepiscopal see, and retuYiis, With the uni- 
yersfty and county, five members to Parliament. 
The civil government is vested Jn a lOrd-mayor, 
recorder, two sheriffs, 94 aldeftnen, and a com- 
mon- council. Besides the silk, woollen, and wor9- 
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t€^4 4q^ufqc^pi:£^, q^ried on chie^ in tl^e sub- 
urb, call^ the JEarl of Meath's Liberty, many 
o^ber useful branches of manufacture have been 
establishec;! of late, and the trade is altogether daily 
i^(^:easing. The circular road which surrounds 
the city commences at tb© east end of the town, 
on one side of the river, terminates on the opposite 
shore, and is about 12 miles in length. This road 
forms a very agreeable ride, and is much fre- 
quented. It is the boundary of the jurisdiction 
pf the new police gua^d, consisting of 40 horse- 
men and 400 foot, regularly armed, who patrole 
the streets in small parties, and have sentinels at 
proper stations. The diflferent markets are well 
3i^ppiied with flesh, fowl, and fish ; the latter in 
greater perfection than in any other capital in 
Ejurppe. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The corporation, forming a large body of wealthy 
citizens, and the freeholders being numerous and 
respectable, they are in the same situation as the 
electors of the county, and cannot be controlled. 

PUBLIN UNIVERSITY. 

Trinity Collie, the university of Dublin, 
consists of a provost, vice-provost, seven senior, 
and 15 junior fellows, 17 scholars of the house^ 
and about 400 students. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The member for the university is not required 
to exhibit ajiy landed qualification, and is chosen 
by the fellows and students : the latter form hy 
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far the majoiity. Being young men of liberal edu- 
cation, inspired with that honest boldness, and 
warmed with that patriotic zeal which are pecu- 
liar to youth, they are independent in their choice, 
and return the man whom they consider most 
worthy of their confidence. 

FERMANAGH, 

A COUNTY in the province of Ulster, is about 
36 miles long, and 25 in breadth, containing 19 
parishes, and about 12,000 houses, inhabited by 
72,000 persons. The county is navigable through- 
out, by mearis of the lake of Lough Erne ; but the 
hilly, rugged, and uneven face of the country, and 
the numerous bogs, render it difficult for travel- 
ling. The linen manufacture, and raising of cattle, 
is the chief occupation of the inhabitants. The 
water of Lough Erne, is said to have the property 
pf accelerating the bleaching of linen cloth. This 
county abounds with fla^, and has one good linen 
market. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

There are in this county three immense terri- 
torial possessions, which belong to the Earl, of 
Enniskillen, Mr. Brooke, and Mr. Archdall. These 
families may contest the representatiop among 
themselves; but no other influence can interfere 
with their views ; if unanimous, they may return 
whom they choose. The freeholders amount to 
^,000. The Earl of Enniskillen, and Mr. Arch- 
dall, at present return the members. 

Patrons— ^The Earl of Enpiskillen, and Mr, 
ArchdalL 
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ENNISKILLEN, 

A MARKET town in the county of Fermanagh, is 
pleasantly situated on an island, in a narrow strait 
between the two parts of Lough Erne. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This is the county town, and has twelve self- 
elected burgesses. 

Patron — The Earl of Enniskillen. 

GALWAY, 
t 

A COUNTY in the province of Connaught, is 
about 82 miles long, and 42 broad ; and contain- 
ing 116 parishes, 98 churches, about 28,212 
hoiises, and 142,000 inhabitants. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Here there is no commanding territorial interest. 
The Roman catholic landed property is very ex- 
tensive, and will always return members dijsposed 
to support that interest. The freeholders amount 
to about 4,000. 

GALWAY, 

The county town, is pleasantly and advantage- 
ously situated for foreign trade, on the bay of 
Galway, in the Atlantic ocean. The northern 
side is foul and dangerous for vessels, but on the 
south it is very safe; yet none but vessels of 
small burthen can come up to the town. This 
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harbour is defended by a strong fort. The town 
is surrounded with strong walls, and is governed 
, by a mayor, sheriffs, and recorder. The salmon 
and herring fishery is carried on in Galway with 
great spirit, and em^ploys several hundred boats; 
it has also a considerable trade in making and ex- 
porting kelp, and of late years the linen manufac- 
tures have been considerably improved. 

POLITICAL CHARACir.E^. 

The freeholders within -this borough, and the 
members of the corporation, elect its representa- 
tive. The corporators are chosen at will, and are 
at present under the patronage of the Right Hon. 
Denis B. Daly, and James Daly, esq,, of Dunsan- 
dale; consequently, these gentlemen return the 
member alternately. Respecting this borough, 
the following anecdote has been reflated tons ; 
we do not however vouch for its authenticity. 
The patron, on the approach of an election, find- 
ing that an opposition w^is to<be made^toihis in- 
terest, tnarched a tr^iment of soldiers into the 
town, from Loughpea, where^lhey were quartered^ 
and where he caused them -to be deoted freemen. 
These military freemen voted for his < friend, who 
was of course returned. 

Patrons — The Right Hon. Denis B. Daly, 
jand James Daly, esq., altern^itely. 
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A COUNTY in the province of Miinster, is about 
54 miles long, and from 18 to 40 broad ; contain- 
ing 84 parishes, and about 19^400 houses, and 
107iOOO inhabitants. The county town is Tirfee. 
It possesses many exceUent harbours, and the 
southern district is plain and fertile; but a large 
part of it is full of nooun^tains, almost inaccessible, 
so that little corn is produced, and grazing is the 
chief management of the farmer. Considerable 
quanftities of beef, butter, hides, and tallow, are 
exported from hence. Most of the southern iparts 
produce iron ore, and it contains several medicinal 
springs. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The in^uence of Lord Kenmare, returns both 
the members for this county. I do not taean to 
insinuate, that any two gentlemen nominated by 
him will, of necessity, be elected ; but his lord- 
ship being nearly related to Mr. Herbert, and in 
intimate habits of friendship with Earl Glandore, 
no individual would consider it, prudent to oppose 
a candidate supported by so formidable an interest, 
which could influence the numerous freeholders 
on the estates of these three great proprietors. 

Patron — Lord Kenmare. 

TRALEE, 

'Ptifi ^hireaown of the county of fi6Fny, rpro- 
^iflcfe df Mundtcr,'toleiably^ell^buUt,.but faasno 
m^nuftitdiorks ^of 9Say ^cMBerqiasnce. The imy lis 
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very shallow, and will not admit of vessels of 40 
or 50 tons to come nearer than within one mile of 
the town. A considerable trade is carried on here 
in the herring fishery. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected Surgesses. 
Patron — Sir Edward Denny. 



KILDARE, 

A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, abaut 
33 miles long, and from 12 to 21 broad, con- 
tains 11,200 houses, about 60,000 inhabitants, 
tKid about 100 parishes. It is a very fine, fertile, 
and arable country. The assizes are held alter- 
nately at Athy and Naas. Here are several cotton 
manufactories. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Duke of Leinster is proprietor of 70,000 
acres in this county, being one third of the whole 
superficies. A number of freeholders, therefore, 
sufficient to return one member, is created, and 
also to give the proprietor a considerable influence 
in the election of the other. 

Patron — Duke of Leinster, one member. 

KILKENNY, 

A PROVINCE in thecountyofLeinster, is about 
35 miles long, and 18 broad, contains 127 parishes, 
about 17)7<30 houses, and 100,000 inhabtants. 
The surface is in general level, and the soil fertile, 
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producing good corn. Wool is a considerable 
branch of trade here. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Earl of Ormonde, and the Earl of Bessbo- 
rough, through their influence, each return a 
member for this county. 

Partons — The Earl of Ormonde, and Earl of 
Bessborough, one each. 

KILKENNY. 

This city, seated on the river Nore, is one of 
the neatest and most, pleasant towns in the 
kingdom, and consists of two parts, called the 
Irish and the English town, both joined together; 
and containing about 17i000 inhabitants. The 
manufactures carried on here, are chiefly those of 
coarse woollens, blankets of extraordinary fine 
quality, and starch. 

POLITICAL character. 

The Earl of Ormonde, and the Earl of Desart, 
have the commanding influence ov^r the corpora- 
tion, who can create an unlimited number of free- 
men. The freeholders in the borough also, have 
the right of sufirage, but their titles are derived 
frdm the tenures under Lord Ormonde. 

In 1 8 IS, there was an opposition to this joint 
interest, when the number of voters appeared to 
be 18 : there being 

For Ovecington Blunden, esq.— 14 
Coles, esq.—— 4 

Patrons— Earl of Ormonde and Earl of Desart, 
alternc^ely. 
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KING'S COUNTY, 

A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, so 
called after Philip of Spain, the husband of Queen 
Mary, being about 30 miles long and 20 broad. 
It contains 52 parishes, 13,536 houses, and 74,500 
inhabitants. The capital of the county is Philips* 
town. The principal manufacture carried on here 
is that of linen, consistingof dowlas, sheeting, &c. 
which is in an increasing state. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The brothers-in-law of the Earl of Charleville 
and Earl of Ross are the present members for this 
county. With Lord Ashtown, the cousin of the 
former, they have large territorial possessions here, 
•on which a majority of the freeholders derive their 
titles. 

PATRONS-~the Earl of Charleviile and the Earl 
of Ross. 



LEITRIM, 



A coimxY ia the province of Comaught, being 
sbout 4S miles lox^ and from 6 to 16 broad, con* 
tHitas ai parishes. The northern parts are moun- 
tainous, but furnish food for a great number of 
young cattle ;-the northern parts are level, and 
the soil fertile. The Hoen manu fa c tu re trerves to 
jvoreeBe ^lOfMilation, and the lands in geaeial are 
well cultivated. Some considerable in»-works 
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havd lately been established dt Atigiia. 'the 
couhty town is Catrick. 

POLITieAL OHAHACTKR. 

There are no gentlemtefl df large fbttuilfe reSid^t 
in this county ; the menafbers ^r6 tetutned by the 
successful influence of e^ttensive territorial pro- 
perty in the faniilies of Cletneiits and Latouche. 

In 1812 therfe was a contest for this county* 
when the numbere al the close of the poll were ad 
follow : — For John Latouche, esq. 9,168 — Henry 
John Clements, ekc^. l,29S-*-LUke White, esq. 
1,S13, 

Patrons— Henry John Clements and John 
Latouche^ esqrs. 



>i=s4i 



LIMERICK, 

A c6tJN*Y Ih ihe pfotince 6f MUttSter, fs about 
46 miles loHg, itid ffotn 17 to 99 btoiad, Wntaining 
l25 parishes, and abtout 1?0,000 ihh&bitanfs. It 
i^ Watfei'ed by ^eV^Ml HS^rt, but prittfdipally fty tife 
Shinhoti atid the MaJg. Tfcfe S6ulh.efet« attd 
touth-^est parts df the couhty ^re vety mouti- 
fiinous, and hot {^rbdttetiVe, bfft the iiem^hideir is 
fertile ^hd jJhrKdukrly richih pwtute, most Of the 
'^tte cattle dldught^M at CoHt being its^rbduce. 

t»OI/ITf€AL CHAJRiLCTtalK 

Th« Earl of Clare can recommend one member; 
the other may be considered as independent, ex- 
cept as far as relates to the influence of the Romaic 
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catholic party, which, in questions where their 
interest is concerned, must command the return 
of the members. Without detracting frotn the 
merit of the present representatives, with one of 
whom, Mr. Quin, I have the honour of being ac- 
quainted, and for whom, fron^ my knowledge of 
his excellent character, 1 entertain as favourable 
an opinion as his constituents ; I cannot help re- 
gretting the loss which the courity has sustained, 
by the secession of Mr. Oliver, who has found it 
inconvenient to attend to his parliamentary duties 
in England. This gentleman was returned by the 
voice of independence ; he served his constituents 
with fidelity ; and, with an integrity rarely to be 
found in the present venal age ; he consequently 
resigned his seat rather than neglect his duties. 
He is now enjoying, in the bosom of his family, 
the tranquil joys of domestic life ; possessed of 
that happiness which arises from conscious recti- 
tude, and followed in his retreat by the good 
wishes of all who know how to appreciate his 
worth. His inccorruptible patriotism, and desire 
to promote every useful undertaking, will be long 
remembered by those who looked up to him as 
their best benefactor. In him the county of Li- 
merick could boast of a representative whose cha- 
racter might be ranked with those of a Martin, a 
Saviile, a Hussey, or a Beckford. In this county 
there are 3,000 freeholders. 
PATR0N-*-£arl of Clare, one member. 
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LIMERICK, 



A CITY io the county of Limerick and province 
of Mqnster. It is about three miles in cireum- 
ference, and contains about 5,000 houses, and 
40,000 inhabitants. It is a county of itself, and 
is divided into the Irish and the English town. Its 
commerce has kept pace with its size* The linen, 
woollen, and paper manufacturer, are carried on 
here to a considerable extent, and it has also a 
considerable share in the exportation of provisions. 
The country round it is fertile and pleasant, but 
the air is generally moist. 

POLITICAL CHARACTBR. 

The corporation of the city possess the power 
of making an indefinite number of freemen, which 
throws it under the influence of Mr. Pendergrast 
Smyth, whose tenants at Gore, in the county of 
Galway, are freemen of Limerick. 

Patron — Pendergrast Smyth, esq. 



LONDONDERRY, 

A COUNTY in the province of Ulster, is 32 miles 
in lengthy and iabout SO in breadth, comprises 31 
parishes, and contains about 95,000 houses and 
195,000 inhabitants. In various parts there are 
very extensive linen manufactories. 

PART II. VOL. IV. R 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The greater part of this county has been granted to 
the tvirelve companies of the corporation of London, 
who have again let their estates on freehold leases. 
At present, the Beresford family have on lease 
three of these proportions, which enables them to 
return one member. The Earl of Londonderry 
and his brother, Mr. A. Stewart, possess two 
more, and have hitherto succeeded in returning 
the other ; but a Mr. Ogilby has created so 
great a number of freeholders, on a lease granted 
to him by the Skinners* Company, that, combined 
with the interest he can procure from the Pon- 
sonby family, who hold another of these propor- 
tions, and from Sir William Rowley, he will suc- 
ceed most probably in the representation of the 
county. 

Patrons — Marquis of Waterford, Earl of Lon- 
donderry, and Mr. Ogilby. 



LONDONDERRY, 

The capital and county town of the county of 
Derry, was built by a company of London adven- 
turers, in the reign of James L, and consists of 
two principal streets, which intersect each other. 
In the centre of the town is an exchange ; and it 
has also a commodious tnarket-houae. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This city belongs tp the London Society. Mr. 
J. C. Beresford is tteir agent; Sir George Hill 
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iharHlecl His lister, and is member for the city. It 
is, however, open to a strong contest ; but the 
Berfesford influence is so powerful that I have n6 
doubt it will eventually prevail. 
Patron — J. C. Beresford, esq. 

fcOLERAINE 

IS a town in the county of Derry, province of 
Ulster, which before the building of Londonderry 
gave name to the county. It has a valuable sal- 
Inon fishery, and is situated on the river Ban, four 
miles from the -sea. It is well built — has near 
5,000 inhabitants, and has a corporation who elect 
the member. The port is indifferent, .owing to 
the rapidity of the rivet , which renders the navi- 
gation to the town difficult. 

i»OLITlCAL CHARACTER. 

This bbrough belongs to the London Society, 
but the Beresford interest has a decisive influence 
ov^i the corporation, and returns the member. 

Patron — J, C. Beresford, esq. 



LONGFORD, 



A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, is ^bout 25 
miles Fong and 16 broad, and contains 24 parishes^ 
about 10,000 houses, and 50,000 inhabitants. It 
is a rery fertile and pleasant country, is in general 

r2 
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flat, but towards the north rather mountainous. 
The river Shannon passes through the more lerel 
part of it, which is sometimes liable to be over- 
flowed. It has a very extensive share in the linen 
trade. 

POLITICAL CHARACT£R. 

The Oxmantown estate returns one member; 
the election of the other is liable to be contested 
between Sir Thomas Newcomen and the Earl of 
Granard. Lord Longford has large property in 
this county, but does not attempt to exercise any 
political influence. 

Patrons — Earl of Ross and Earl of Graniurd. 



LOUTH, 



A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, about 
S3 miles long, and from 9 to 14 broad; containing 
61 parishes, 11,500 houses, and about 67,750 
inhabitants. The chief towns are Dundalk, Car- 
lingford, Drogheda, Ardee, and Dunleer. It is 
the smallest county in the kingdom, but is very 
fertile, pleasant, and healthy* 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The influence of the Earl of Roden and the Right 
Hon. John Foster certainly commands the return 
in the county. 

Patrons— Earl of Roden and the Right Hon. 
John Foster. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF IRELAND. 945 



DROGHEDA, 

A SEA'^PORT and county of itself, containing a 
population of S0,000 persons, in the county of 
Louth and province of Leinster. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough contains a large corporation, and 
a numerous body of freeholders, subject to no 
other control than that which must always arise 
from gentlemen spending their incomes in a liberal 
manner among the people. 



DUNDALK 

Is a sea-port, and the assize town of the county 
of Louth, in the province of Leinster. It is most 
advantageously situated for an extensive inland 
trade, and has a very commodious and safe port, 
through which it carries on an extensive trade. 
The bay also has good mooring, and abounds with 
fish. Dundalk has a market-house, and maintains 
a considerable manufacture of muslins, linens, and 
camblrics. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER* 

This borough is a close corporatiopL 
Patron — Earl of Roden. 
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MAYO, 

A cou^Ty in the province of Connaugbt^ is 
about 50 miles long and 44 broad; containing 68 
parishes, about 97^970 houses and 140,000 inha« 
bitants. The western coast is mpuntainous, and 
scarcely inhabited, but the interior produces ex- 
cellent pasturage, and is watered b^ several lakes 
and rivers. On the coast ti;iere are some good bar- 
hours. M,ayo^ which was the county town, is 
ffone to decay. Itjs chief towp now is Ballinrbbe, 
but the assizes are held at C^stle-b^r, 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Marquis of Sligp, and Lord Viscount Dil- 
lon, have each estates large enough to create free* 
holders su^ciently nuiperous to elect one mem- 
bier. Lord Ty raw ley ^ad a powerful interest ip, 
Ij^is county, but^ it appear? to have gradually de- 
clined.: bis s^on, Mr. Cuffe, bears a most honour- 
ablje character ; aijcj. we believe tjbere are npiany jn 
tjbe coun^j ifrho would, l?.e feappjf tp^ee hioj filling 
^^t public situa^t^ipp, t,o which, if ^as/^?J|pecteJ 
}fp wouldjlfe raised, by, the 8U^fpg?s of. tjbe e,lecto?;s. 

PATBONSr-^Marquis of Sligo and Lord yi^sjifpifnt 
Dillon, 



MEATH, 



A pouNTY in the province of Leinster, is about 
30 miles long from north to south, and from 25 to 
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35 broad from east to west; containing 147 pa- 
rishes, about S3,468 houses and 112,400 inhabit- 
ants. The country is extremely fertile and plea- 
sant, abounding with crops, and gives pasturage to 
innumerable flocks and betds of cattle. There is 
a considerable manufacture of coarse linens estab- 
lished in differen4» parts of the co^irnty. Trim is 
the county towo. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Tb^ county contains 4t000 freebolderiS. The 
Marquis of Headg^ct and the E$rl of Darnlay, 
^hea their influence is united, cant return one 
member : the election of the other will depend on 
the Roman catholic interest, which is powerful, 
as many gentlememof th^piorsuasion reside her6, 
at the head of whom is that justly respected noble- 
man the Earl (^ Fingal.. Accoi!ding to present cir- 
cumstances, it is most probable that the catholics 
will support thp friend of the: Earl of Daraiey in 
pi^eferenceto the soni of the Marquis of Headfort» 
th^ Earl of Daraley havJag refused an appointmedt 
under an administration which is inimical to ca« 
tholic emancipation, whilst the Marquis of Head- 
fort has accepted one. Should the catholics be 
divided in their support of one candidate, it will^ 
perhaps, enable the protestant intenest to start a 
new one, who may be successful, whilst the other 
intfereat is divided. 

]?'ATROii.<*-Miarf(mift of H^dforti one member. 



947 
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MONAGHAN, 

A COUNTY in the province of Ulster, nearly the 
same as Cavan in length and breadth. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER* 

Though the naajority of the population is Ro- 
man catholic^ this county, as is the casein Cavan, 
is controlled in the choice of representatives by 
protestant land-owners, who return gentlemen 
whose political opinions are known to be unfa- 
vourable to the catholic cause. There is no in- 
dividual prevailing interest in the county. 



QUEEN'S COUNTY, 

A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, being 
about 35 miles square, containing 50 parishes, and 
about 15,048 houses, and 89,000 inhabitants. The 
capital of the county is Maryborough. 

POLITICAL CHARACiTER. 

1 of Portariington, Lord Viscount de 
Sir Henry Parnell, are all related, and 
their estates a band Of freeholders suf- 
eturn one member. The other is in- 
The freeholders an^ount to 3,600, of 
belong to Lord de Vesci, and 400 to the 
rtarlington ; so that, with the number 
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under the Parnell influence, they can count alto- 
gether 1,000. 

Patrons — Earl of Portarlington,Lord de Vesci, 
and Sir Henry Parnell. 

PORTARLINGTON, 

A TOWN partly situated in King's, and partly 
in Queen's county, province of Leinster, and plea- 
santly seated on the river Barrow. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected burgesses. 
At the time of the Union, Mr. French, now Lord 
Ashtown, was the member. On his being created 
a peer, the Right Hon. Isaac Corry, the then 
chancellor of the exchequer, was returned. This 
gentleman should hare been elected for Armagh, 
in the room of Dr. Duigenan, who was disposed, 
and perfectly ready to resign his seat. This was 
one of those political manoeuvres which are so 
frequently practised to answer certain purposes ; 
and we could unveil the whole mystery, did not 
motives of delicacy restrain us from wounding the 
feelings of some, whose grey hairs shall be suf* 
fered to sink into the grave undisturbed by any 
animadversiop from our pens. 
Patron — Earl of Portarlington. 
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ROSCOMMON, 

Is a county in the province of Connaught, 
being about 47 miles in length, and from 9 to 99 
in breadth, containing 17)140 bouses and 86,000 
inhabitants. It is a fruitful county, and yields 
excellent corn, as well as pasturage, yet there are 
some extensive bogs ; the face of the country is 
tolerably level, having but few hills. The chief 
town is Athlone, but the assizes are held at Ros- 
conomon, the fthire town. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Here the Roman catholic interest agaia pre- 
vails, and is. increasing. Mr. French has an im- 
oaense property ; but his influence arises rathei; 
from the liberality, of his conduct in his. intercourse 
with society than from the number of fDeeholrfers 
iCreated on his estates. 

Patron— Arthur French, e$q.» one member. 



Is a county in the proyiuce of Conijaught, 35 
miles in length and 32. in breadj^. It contain* 39 
parishes, about 11,500 houses and 60,000 inhabit- 
ants. Besides Sligo, which is the principal town, 
there are many considerable villages in which the 
Jinen manufacture flourishes. 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Tliii$ county is chiefly absentee property: A^r. 
Cowper and Mr. Wynne possess very powerful 
influence in this county : but Mr. O'Hara was 
started on an independent interest: he is a gentle* 
ipan of ancient family in this part of Ireland, wh|i|pl^ 
gives him so much weight, that he is continued 
representatjive, in preference to the rich and power- 
ful families above-named. Without derogating 
from the merit of either of the present represen- 
tatives, 1 must state, that Mr. Wynne is as proper 
a choice for a county member as any person in the 
united empire. If a high and dignifled sense of 
honpur, inflexible int,egrity, clps^ application to^ 
bgsiness, an ardent-zeal for the interest of one's 
native country, displayed in cultivating its soil 
and improving its inhabitants, can create esteem 
and respect, then ought this gentleman to have a 
seat in Parliaments where the assistance of his ta- 
lents and experience, at this perilous tim^, i)[)jght 
be of essential service. As a gr^at landed pro- 
prietor, he spreads civilization around him by re- 
siding on his estate, and spending a princely in- 
come among his tenants ; as a father, in the bosom 
of a numerous and happy family, who respect and 
adore him, he sets an example which cannot fail 
of leaving a beqe%ifil inflfience op his servants, 
i^eighbours^ an(} depenflents ; as a tpagistrate dis- 
ch^fging tl^e duties of that important office with 
strif;t attentipn to impartial justice, he is enabled 
to rejpres;^. disorc^^C) s^nd to m^ipta^n peace af^d 
traiOquilljty, IJappy would it. be^ fpgr Iceland, if 
all her wealthy Sj^^ vy:(^egi|id^4 bjc tfte samejpri^f 
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oiples, and actuated by the like zeal ! If the ab- 
sentees of the county of Sligo, who have free- 
holders at command, lyere sensible of their own 
interest, they would not be long in deliberating to 
whom they ought to give their influence and sup- 
port, when a vacancy in their representation takes 
place. 

Patron — E. S. Cowper, esq., one member. 



SLIGO. 

The county town of Sligo is seated on a bay of 
the same name ; in 1788 it contained 916 houses 
and S,000 inhabitants. It carries on a considerable 
trade ; its rivers being navigable for vessels of 
1,200 tons up to the very town quays. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected burgesses. 



Patron — Owen Wynne, esq. 



TlPPERARY, 

A COUNTY lying in the province of Munster, is 
about 59 miles in length, and from 13 to 31 in 
breadth. It contains 147 parishes, 30,700 houses, 
and about 170,000 inhabitants. The principal 
productions are cattle, sheep, butter, and flour. 
The county town is Clonmel, and the other prin- 
cipal towns are Cashei and Carrick. 
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POLITICATi CHARACTER. 

Lord Landaff has S6,000/. per annum in this ^ 
county, and can return one member. United as 
are his lordship's opinions with the Roman ca- 
tholic interest, he can greatly assist in bringing in 
another. Mr. Prittie, the other member, now 
votes with the catholic interest. His family, and 
that of Lord Donally, formerly supported the pro- 
testant party ; and his return, notwithstanding his 
numerous family connections in this extensive 
county, was produced more by the opposition to 
Mr. Bagwell, than by any prevailing interest 
which he possesses. The freeholders are 12,000. 

Patron — Lord Llandaff, one member. 

CLONMELL 

Is an improving town, in the county «tf Tippe* 
jary, province of Munster, pleasantly situated on 
the river Suir. It is governed by a mayor, re- 
corder, bailiffs,, and town-clerk. The river is na« 
yigable from hence to Carrick and Waterford, and 
it has a considerable trade in the woollen branch, 
particularly by the Quakers, who are very nume- 
rous here. 

POLITICAL character. 

This is a close corporation, under the influence 
of Mr. Bagwell, who is the patron of the borough. 
PATRON—Right Hon. William Bagwell. 
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CASHELL 

Is ^ city in the county of Tipperary, Munster, 
three tiiiles from the river Suir, It is tolerably 
well built, containing about 600 houses, having a 
handsome market-house, sessions-house, county 
infirmary, charter school, and a barrack. It is go- 
verned by a mayor, recorder, and bailiffs. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This city has twelve self-elected burgesses. 
Patron — Richard Pennefather) esq. 



TYRONE, 



A county in the province of Ulster, is about 44 
miles in length, and from IS to 33 in breadth, con« 
taining 35 parishes, and about 28,700 inhabitants. 
The soil is various : in some parts it is exceedingly 
rich and fertile, and in others rough and riioun- 
taiinous, but on the whole, cultivation has bfeen 
much improved of late years. Near Dungannon 
are teveral colleries, and in its neighbourhood, as 
well as at Cooks town and Stewartown, are several 
extensive bleach-fields. The assize town i^ 
Omagh. 

paLiTfcAL character. 

In this county there are 20,000 freeholders. 
The inde|[)endent interest prevails in returning one 
member, and the Marquis of Abercorn hopes to 
nominate the other. 

Patron*— Marquis of Abercorn, one member. 
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DUNGANNON 

Is an aticknt town in the county of Tyrone, 
and province of Ulster. In the neighbourhood 
are several coal mines. 

POLITICAL CHAEACTER* 

This borough has twelve burgesses. 
Patron — Lord Viscount Northland. 



WATERFORD, 



A COUNTY in the province of Munster, is in 
length about 46 miles, and in breadth 28 ; con- 
taining 34 parishes, about 18,796 houses, dnd 
1 10,000 inliabitants. This county presents a di- 
versity of soil and prospect, but in general is ex- 
tremely pleasant and fertile, producing excellent 
corn and pasturage. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The influence of the Marquis of Watierford has 
succeeded in returning his kinsman, the gallant 
Marshal Beresford, who has not a place of resi- 
dence in the county. The Roman catholic in- 
terest elects the other. The Duke of Devonshire, 
whose estate is very extensive, mighty v^ere it un* 
der only tolerable management, return both mem- 
bers. The freeholders are 3,000. 

pAtROK — Marquis of Waterford, one member. 
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WATERFORD 

Is a city and sea-port town, and capital of the 
county of the same name, province of Manster; 
containing about 35,000 inhabitants. It has an 
excellent harbour, commodiously situated for 
trade, and vessels of .the largest burthen can ride 
up to the quay. It stands on the banks of the 
Suir, which is a broad, deep, and rapid river, five 
miles from its junction with the Nore and Barrow. 
Upwards of 70 sail of shipping are employed in 
the Newfoundland trade, and it is computed that 
about 3,000 hogs have been killed here weekly, 
and cured, chiefly for the supply of the royal 
navy. Much butter is also exported hence, say 
70,000 casks per annum ; besides which, the com- 
merce in beef, corn, linen, and with the mother 
country, is very great. The white glass and other 
manufactures are also in a very flourishing state. 
The quay is above half a mile in length, and of 
considerable breadth* Packet-boats sail regularly 
between this port aud Milford Haven. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The corporation of this city, like those of Li- 
merick, Galway, &c.j was supposed to possess 
the power of creating an unlimited number of free- 
men ; and, in that case, the representation of the 
city would have been under the alternate influ- 
ence of Mr^ Bolton and Mr. Alcock. Sir John 
Newport, a banker in this city, who was never a 
member of the Irish Parliament, prevailed in a 
petition against Mr. Alcock, the votes being con- 
finfed to resident freemen and freeholders. 
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DUNGARVON 

Is a tolerably well built town, in the county of 
Waterford and province of Munster. It has a 
very commodious harbour, and supplies Dublin 
with fish, and great quantities of potatoes. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The Duke of Devonshire and the Marquis of 
Waterford, have each large property in this town, 
and the right of suffrage being vested in the free- 
holders on their estates, the elections give rise to 
violent contests between these noble families ; 
the Duke of Devonshire, however, returns the 
member. 

Patron — Duke of Devonshire. 



WESTMEATH, 



A COUNTY in the province of Leinster, is 
SS miles long and SI broad, contains 63 pa- 
rishes, about 13,700 houses, and 70,000 inhabit- 
ants. It is in general very fertile, particularly in 
pasturage, the greatest attention being paid to the 
grazing and dairy farming, notwithstanding which, 
it produces much more corn than serves for the 
consumption of its population. The chief town 
is Mullingar, which is the second great fair in 
Ireland for wool. The assizes for this county are 
held at Mullingar. 

FRRT II. VOL. IV. s 
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POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The protestant land-owners in this county com- 
mand the Roman catholic tenantry. The resi- 
dence of Lord Longford, his great popularity, and 
the high esteem in which the Pakenham family 
are held, adds so much weight to his so honour- 
ably acquired influence, that he returns one mem- 
ber: notwithstanding which, Mr. Rochfort and 
the protestant interest are, perhaps, more certain 
of success with the other seat. 

In 1812, there was a contest for this county, 
when the numbers at the close of the poll were: 

For the Right Hon. Hercules Pakenham 737 — 
Gustavus Hume Rochfort 696. ■ Tighe, 

esq. 287. Tighe, jun., esq. 92. 

Patrons — Earl of Longford and Gustavus 
Hume Rochfort, esq. 

ATHLONE, 

A TOWN partly situated in the county of West- 
meath, and partly in Roscommon, stands on the 
river Shannon. Although this town is so advan- 
tageously situated for trade and improvement, it 
yet remains in many parts in a poor, ruiaous, and 
filthy state. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected burgesses. 
Patron — the Right Hon. William Handcock. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF IRELAND. 259 

WEXFORD, 

A COUNTY lying in the province of Munster, is 
about 39 miles in length and 20 in breadth ; con- 
taining 109 parishes. Its principal rivers are the 
Barrow and Slaney. This county, though not in 
general mountainous, contains a large proportion of 
coarse, cold land and stiff clay ; notwithstanding, 
many parts are very fertile, and produce excellent 
grass and corn. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

Lord Mountmorris has great influence in the 
election of the representatives of this county. The 
case is the same with the Marqbis of Ely, The 
Roman catholics, however, are numerous, power- 
ful, and active; and of course impatiently submit 
to the thraldom of having their representatives 
nominated by protestant peers ; but I am sorry to 
say, that their intemperate zeal has, on some oc- 
<»asions, been carried to excess. On the vacancy 
occasioned by the present Marquis of- Ely coming 
to that title, they succeeded in returning Mr. 
Caesar Colclough, though great doubt still exists 
whether there was any such person in being ; if 
he were alive, he was then a prisoner in France. 
Qn the next vacancy, they returned Mr. Carew, 
a choice which reflects honour on their discern- 
ment, as the talents and integrity of this gentle- 
man would render him an ornament to any assem- 
bly. This county is the only one in Ireland 
where the tenants have displayed the courage to 

s 2 
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act in opposition to their landlords. On some 
occasions this had been the case ; but it is merely 
from a religious principle, as they have no other 
political system to support, than that which pro- 
motes the interest gnd success of the Catholic 
faith. 

Patrons — Marquis of Ely and Lord Viscount 
Mountmorris, one member. 

WEXFORD 

Is a sea-port and the principal town in the 
county of Wexford, seated at the mputh of the 
river Slaney, and contains about 9jO0O inhabitants. 
In the town and neighbourhood are several exten- 
sive woollen manufactures. The Barons of Forth, 
which adjoins this town, whose inhabitants are 
descendants of its ancient British colony, still re- 
tain the language, manners, and customs of their 
origin. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected burgessea. 

Patrons — the Marquis of Ely and Richard 
Neville, esq., alternately. The latter is teller of 
the Exchequer. 

NEW ROSS 

Is a populous thriving town in the county of 
Wexford, on the river Barrow. It has a consider- 
able traffic in the export of provisions. The river 
is navigable for large vessels up to the quays, and 
forms an excellent harbour. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF IRELAND. 26 1 

POLITICAL. CHARACTER. 

This borough has twelve self-elected burgesses. 
Patrons — Mr. Tottenham and Mr. Lee akeri- 
nately. 

WICKLOW, 

A COUNTY lying in the province of Leinster, is 
about 30 miles in length, and from 16 to S6 in 
breadth, containing 6S parishes, 11,600 houses, 
and about 58,000 inhabitants. It produces some 
considerable rich veins of copper and other mine- 
rals ; and even gold has been discovered, but in too 
small quantities to be worth the expense of work- 
ing. 

POLITICAL CHARACTER. 

The extensive estate of Earl Fitzwilliam in this 
county returns both members. 
Patron — Earl Fitzwilliam. 



That the reader' may be enabled at one glance to 
see the present state of the representative system 
of Ireland, Mr. Wakefield has reduced the pre- 
ceding account to the tabular form, annexing the 
names of the patrons to such places as are known 
to be subject to decisive influence. He has even 
gone farther, and ventured, on vvha^ he considered 
as sufficient authority, to hint at the general bias 
of public feeling ; shewing, however, not so much 
the opinions, as the prevailing desire of the country 
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respecting the unfortunate religious question, 
which forms so prominent a subject in every en- 
quiry concerning Ireland. The inhabitants of 
those places, to which he has not annexed a mark, 
are too supine to interest themselves in such a 
manner as to enable him to' form a conclusion on 
their political attachments. In some instances, 
the opinions of the patrons and of the electors are 
at variance. Those of the patrons, therefore, are 
not to be confounded with that of the people; 
which, if numbers be worthy of consideration, must 
be an argument in favour of extending relief to the 
Roman Catholics. To illustrate this by example. 
Mr. Wakefield has taken the county of Mona- 
ghan ; in which, if the people were admitted to a 
general poll on the question, he was induced to 
believe, that in the proportion of five to one they 
would vote in favour of the cathdiic claims. But 
so great is the influence of their protestant land- 
lords, that if summoned to a poll, none but gen- 
tlemen, the acknowledged friends of that interest 
would succeed, or even obtain more than a few 
votes. Such events will not shew the opinions 
of the people, but their slavery and degradation, 
and their total indifference to those rights which 
belong to them as men. Considerable respect, 
no doubt, is paid to the opinion of landlords, who 
form the wealthiest part of the community ; and 
on that account he considered this table as highly 
interesting, as it will shew where the influence 
arising from riches is situated, and in what hands 
this formidable lever of political power is depo- 
sited. 
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M«m. 


Religious 




Heligious 




bef. 


bias of the 
Electors. 




bias of the 
Patrons. 


Antrim county 






Lord Hertford 


- 


- P 








Lord O'Neil - 


- 


- P 


Belfast Beroug^h 






M. Donegal - 


- 


- p 


Carrickfergus - - 






Open* 






Lisburn . . . 






M. Hertford - 


•• 


- p 


County of Armagh 




P 


Mr. Brownlow 


- 


- p 






P 


Earl Gosford - 


m 


- p 


City ef Armagh - 






Primate - - 


. 


- p 


County of Carlow - 




RC 
RC 


Mr. Cavannah - 


- 


- RC 


Borough of Carlow • 






Earl Charleville 


- 


- P 


County of Cavan - 




P 
P 


Earl Farnham 


- 


- P 


County of Clare - 




RC 


O'Brien family 


. 


- RC 






RC 


Earl Conyngbam 


- 


- RC 


Borough of Ennis - 






Sir Edward O'Brien 


7 


RC 


, 






James Fitzgerald 


s 


alternate. 


County of Cork - 






Earl Shannon -* 


- 


- P 


City of Cork - - 


P 


Earl Longueville 


• 


- P 






RC 


Earl Donoughmore 


- RC 


Borough of Youghal 






Earl Shannon - 


•■ 


- P 


Bandon Bridge 






Earl Bandon - 


- 


- P 


Kinsale ... - 






Lord de Clifford 


- 


- RC 


Mallow - . . 






Mr. Jephson . 


- 


- P 


County of Donegal 




RC 


M. Abercorn 










RC 


Earl Conyngbam 






County of Down - 




P 


M. Downshire 


- 


- RC 


Borough of Newry 






Open: 






Downpatrick 






Lord de Clifford 




RC 


County of Louth - 




RC 


Earl Roden 




P 






RC 


Right Hon. John Foster P 


Borough of Drogheda 




RC 


Open. 






Dunkald • - . 






Earl Roden' 




P 
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Mem* 
ber. 



Religious 
bias of the 
Electors. 



Reli^oas 
biasof tht 
Patrons. 



County of Dublin - 

City of Dublin - - 

University of Dublin 
County of Fennanagb 

Bor. of Enniskillen 
County of Galway 
Borough of ■ 
County of Kerry 
Borough of Tralee 
County of Kildare 

County of Kilkenny 

City of Kilkenny 

King's County 

County of Leitrim 

County of limerick 



City of Limerick 
County of Londonderry 1 
1 
City of Londonderry 
Borough of Coleraine 
County of Longford 



Mayo ^ 
County of Meath 



RC ^ 

i Independent 

RC "} 

> independent 



P 
P 

RC 
RC 
RC 

RC 
RC 
RC 
RC 



P 

P 



RC 
RC 



P 

RC 

RC 

RC 

RC 

RC 



RC 
RC 



P 
P 



Lord Enniskillen P 

CoL Archdall P 

Lord Enniskillen P 

Independent 

The Mr. Daly s^ alternate RC 

Lord Kenmare RC 

Sir Edw. Deny, a minor RC 

Duke of Leinster 

Independent 

Earl Besborough 

Earl Ormonde 
€ Earl Ormonde 
l Earl Desart> alternate 

Earl Ross 

Earl Charleyille 

Clements 

Latouche 

Earl of Clare 

Indepenjdent 

Mr. Smith 

M. Waterford 

E. Londonderry 

Independent 

M. Waterford 

Earl of Ross 

Lord Granard 

M. Sligo 

Lord Viscount Dillon 
c M. Hea^fort and 
(^£arl Darnley 

Independent 



P 

RC 

RC 
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Monafhan 
Qaeen's CeoDty 



Hemw 
ber. 

2 

1 



Roligiout 
bias of the 
Electors. 



lUligious 

bUsofth* 

Fatrras. 



Bor. of Portarlington 1 

County of Roscommon 2 

Sligo 

Borough of l^igo 
County pf Tipperary 

Boroagh of Qonmell 
CityofCashell 
County of Tyrone 

Bor. of Dungannon 
County of Waterford 



City of Waterford 
Borough of Dungarvon 
County of Westmeath 1 
1 
Borough of Athlone 1 
County of Wexford 2 
Borough of New Ross 1 

Wexford 1 

County of Wicklow 2 



RC rLords.deVesciahd 

( Portarlington 
RC Independent 

Lord Portarlington 
RC Independent 
P Mr. Cowper 
P, Independent 
P Mr. Wynne 
RC Lord Uandaff 
RC Independent 
Mr. Bagwell 
Mr. Pennefather 
RC M. Abercorn 
Independent 
Lord Northland 
RC M; Waterford 
RC Independent 
RC Independent 
RC Duke of Devonshire 
P Lord Longford 
P Mr. Rochfort 

Rt. Hon. W. Handcock 
RC Independent 

Mr. Tottenham and 1 
Mr. Lee, alternate 3 
Marquis Ely and Mr. Jt 
Neville, alternate S 
Pari Fitzwilliam 



|rc 

RC 



P 
RC 

P 
P 
P 



RC 
P 
P 
P 



P 
RC 



Of the hundred members, therefore, twenty- 
nine appear to be independent of any influtnce, 
but that of religious party ; and in questions on 
this subject their votes may be supposed to stand 
as follow : 
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Neater 



^ Carrickfergus 


1 


\ 


\ County of Cork 


1 


i A 


i Boroag;h of Newry 


1 


\ 


^ University 


1 


y 


Roman Catholic - 


- 


• 18 


Protestant 


- 


■ 7 



29 



County of Carlow 1 

Borough of Drogheda 1 

County of Dublin 1 

City of Dublin 1 

County of Galway 2 

County of Kildare 1 

County of Limerick 1 

County of Meath 1 



County of Cavan 
County of Dublin 
City of Dublin 



RC Queen's County 1 RC 

RC Co. of Roscommon 2 RC 

RC County of Tipperary 1 . RC 

RC County of Tyrone 1 RC 

RC County of Waterford 1 RC 

RC City of Waterford 1 RC 

RC County of Wexford 1 RC 
RC Total 18 members.* 



1 P CityofDerry 1 P 

1 P Co. of Monaghan 1 P 

1 P County of Sligo 1 P 
Total seven members.f 



■* Of these 18 members, in the present Parliament, the mem- 
ber for Drogheda votes against the consideration of the catholic 
petition, as does Mr. Pole, the member for the Queen's County^ 
and Ml. Ram, the member for Wexford County. 

f Of these seven members, in the present Parliament, Mr. 
Shaw, the member for Dublin city, and Mr. Hamilton, the 
member tor Dublin county, have declared themselves friendly 
to the catholic claims. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF IRELAND. 

In considering the real state of the representa- 
tion of Ireland, we must deduct from the hundred 
members of the House of Commons those who 
have been returned by the influence of the pa- 
trons of boroughs, as follows : 



Members. 
Mr. Strahan, printer, in London 
Rt. Hon. George Tierney 
Mr. H. Martin, barrister, London 
Mr. Hughan, merchant, London 
Mr. Pochen,^a Leicestershire geot. 
Mr. Stephens, barrister, London 
Mr. Williams, banker, London 
Hon. Mr. Lamhe, Hertfordshire 
Mr. Peel, under sec. state, Engl. 
Mr. Claude Scott, Dorset, gent. 
Mr. Turner, of Leicestershire 
Mr. Wigram, merchant, London 
Captain Parker, R. N. London 
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Places. 


Patrons. 


Carlow 


Lord Charville 


Bandon Bridge 


Lord Bandon 


Ktnsale 


Lord de Clifford 


Dunkald 


Lord Roden 


Enniskilien 


Lord Enniskilien 


Tralee 


Sir Edw. Denny 


Kilkenny 


Lord Desart 


Portariington 


Ld. Portariington 


Cashel 


Mr. Pennefather 


Dungannon 


Lord Northland 


Athlone 


Rt.h.W.Handcock 


New Ross 


Mr. Tottenham 


Wexford 


Mr. Neville 



These thirteen members, few of whom ever saw 
Ireland, certainly can have nothing to do legiti- 
mately with the representation of that country. 
Scotland has, he believes, always been represented 
by her own sons, men familiar with the customs, 
habits, and prejudices of the people ; acq uain tied 
with the local circumstances, interests, and wants 
o€ that part of the kingdom, and, consequently, 
better able to defend its rights, and propose or 
support measures for its benefit and improvement. 
But Ireland has nominal members, who cannot be 
supposed to have a greater knowledge of its real 
situation than they have of Thibet or Abyssinia^ 
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The following close boroughs are represented by 
gentlemen connected with Ireland. 



Places^ 


Patrons. 


Memben. 


Belfast 


Marquis Donegal 


Mr. May, his father-in-law 


Lisburn 


Marquis Hertford 


Lord Yarmouth, his son 


Armagh 


The Primate 


Dr. Duigenan^ the judge of the 
ecclesiastical court 


Eniiis 


Mr. Fitzgerald 


Mr. Fitzgerald, his son, a lord of 
the Irish treasury 


Youghall 


Lord Shannon 


Sir John Keane, bart., a coaDty 
of Cork gentleman. 


Mallow 


Mr. Jephson 


There is a Mr. Jephson, a pen- 
sioner on the Irish establish- 
ment of 600/. per ann,\ Mr. 
Wakefield did not know that 
he was the member. 


Downpatrick 


Lord de Clifford 


Mr. Croker, a barrister of Ireland 


Galway 


James Daly, esq. 


Himself 


Limerick 


Mr. Penderg. Smith 


Col. Vereker, his nephew, con- 
stable of Limerick, find a lord 
of the treasury 


Coleraine 


Marquis Waterford 


Marshal Beresford. 


Sligo 


Mr. Wynne 


Mr. Canning, a county of Derry 
gentleman 


Cionmel 


Rt Hon. W.Bagwell 


Col. Bagwell, his son, muster 
master general 


Dungannon 


Duke of Devonshire 


General Walpole, his cousin. 



These thirteen boroughs are not in the same si- 
tuation as those given in the former list. The 
connexion, however, between the members and 
the places they represent, may be easily traced to 
its source; and Mr. Wakefield is not much in- 
clined to censure the partiality to relations or 
friends, while the interests of th^ country do not 
auffer. Patronage, thus exercised, is less baneful 
than that which is converted into a source of cor- 
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ruption, or into the means of acquiring personal 
emolument by a sacrifice of the public : to the 
latter the people of Ireland are reconciled by habit ; 
but these examples of the wealthy and the great, 
whom we ought to look to as models of honour 
and virtue, have a most pernicious influence on the 
people, tending to debaise their minds and familia- 
rize them to selfish and dishonest conduct. In 
this respect there is a considerable difference be- 
tween England and Ireland. It cannot be over- 
looked that there are many borough proprietors in 
England and Ireland, ready to traffic for the repre- 
sentation as any other property ; but how are 
these borough -mongers esteemed, or how do they 
rank in society ? England has patrons who en- 
tertain very different ideas of this traffic, and who 
have never, by any such mercantile transactions 
endeavoured to corrupt the representatives of the 
people. We have a Fitzwilliam, a Bedford, and 
many others, who are noble exceptions to this too 
general practice.* 

* The opinion of the present speaker, the Rt. Hen. Charles 
Abbots on this subject, should be fastened to the entail of every 
great nan's title to his estate. Considering it in this important 
light, we shall take the present opportunity of giving an extract 
from it. 

" That the influence of property in maintaining civil order is 
of the highest importance, no man living can doubt ; it is 
the firmest cement to all the relations of social life; it gives sta- 
bility to the state, and prosperity to the empire. That the pos- 
session of property may, and must, and ought to have a predomi- 
nant influence in the election of members to serve in this House^ 
1 think is equally clear ; but that abandoning all their legitimate 
rights of influence, and lajing aside all the virtuous and gene- 
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If the Irish patrons permit a traffic in this way, 
it is a circumstance to be regretted; and shews 
how easily men by habit and example are recon- 
ciled to practices, which, if uninfluenced by the 
countenance of society, they would never have en- 
dured. Mr. Wakefield, therefore, is less disposed 
to blame the patrons of Irish boroughs for pursu- 
ing this system, although it is necessary to exhi- 
bit it in all its deformity to public reprobation ; 
to the men he entertains no hostility, it is the 
practice he reprobates. 

With many of them he is personally acquainted, 
and he knows that in other respects they possess 
minds highly honourable ; if they err, therefore, 
it is from mistaken notions of duty imbibed from 
intercourse with the world, and confirmed by the 
conduct of others. 

But in some cases, these patrons expose them- 
selves in a peculiar manner to reprehension. Af- 
ter receiving the most distinguishing marks of na- 
tional favour ; having brothers, sons, or near re- 

rous motives of friendship, affection, and the fair preference of 
talents and integrity, to fill places of such high public trust; that 
they should go to a shameless and open market ; that they should 
sell the attachments of their friends, neighbours, and dependents, 
for dirty and sordid gain, and sell it to utter strangers, of whose 
qualities they can have no other estimate than the weight of 
their purse ; this does, indeed, appear to me to be a great politi- 
cal evil and a great public grievance. It degrades and debases 
the habits of the higher ranl^s of life, who confess their own 
sense of the nature of these transactions by the concealment 
with which they seek to cover them. It taints also, and contami* 
nates the general character of parliament." Abb^tfs speech, 
June 1, 1809. 
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lations representatives of counties enjoying rich 
bisbo|»ricks, or holding lucrative sinecure places, 
it might be expected, if they even should forget 
bow much they have at stake, that they would 
embrace, some opportunities of making the best 
return in their power to their country, by sending 
to the House of Commons men of tried talents 
and approved integrity. But this is not the case. 
Instead of characters such as Mr. Wakefield has de* 
scribed, the objects of their choice a/e either young 
men unacquainted with the great duties they have 
to perform, or individuals alike strangers to them- 
selves and to Ireland : and the reason of all this 
is, because they have been recommended and sup* 
ported by an influence which their independence 
was not able to resist. 

If the representation of Ireland be regulated as 
it ought, by the choice of the people the thirteen 
members last mentioned must be deducted ; and 
as the second list comprehends thirteen also, if to 
these the twenty-nine independent members be 
added we shall still have forty-five to be disposed 
of. 
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Places. 


PatTADS. 


Parties. 




Antrim 


Marquis Hertford 


Patron and Electors 


P 




E.O'Neil- 




P 


Armagh 


Mr. Brownlow 




P 




EarlofGosford 




P 


Carlow 


Mr. Cavannah 




RC 


Oavan 


Lord Farnham 




P 


Clare 


Lord Conyng^bam 




RC 




O'Brien Family 




RC 


Cork 


Lord Shannon 


Patron 


P 


City of Cork 


Lord Ltngueville 


Patron and Electors 


P 




Lord DoBOughmore 




RC 
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j^lacet* 

Donegal 



Down 

Fermanagh 

Kerry 

Kildare 

Kilkenny 

King^s County 

Leitrim 

Limerick 
Londonderry 



Patront. 

Marqnis Abercom 
Lord Conyngham 



Parties. 



Longford 
Louth 

Mayo 

Meath 

Queen's County 
Sligo 
Tipperary 
Tyrone 

Waterford 

Westmeath 

Wickldw 



RC 
RC 

r Patron RC. Electors P 
Marquis l)ownshire< The members vote 

V. with their Patron. 
Lord Enniskillen Patron and Electors P 
Cd. Archdall P 

Lord Kenmare RC 

Duke of Leinster RC 

Earl of Besborough RC 

Earl of Ormonde RC 

Earl of Ross P 

Earl of Charleville P 

c Clements 
\ Latouche 

r Patron P. Electors RC 
Earl of Clare < Members vote for 

d the Electors. 
M. Waterford Undetermined. 

Earl of Londonderry P 
Earl of Granard Patron and Electors 

Earl of Ross 
E. Roden 
Rt. Hon. J. Foster 
( Marqnis of Sligo, 7 



} 



Undetermined 



k Lord Dillon 



i 

Lord Damley 
Lord De Vesci 
Mr. Cowper 
Lord Landaff 
Marquis Abercom 

Marquis Waterford 

Lord Longford 
Mr. Rochfort 
Earl Fitzwilliam 



^ Electors, Ice. 



P 

RC 

P 

P 

P 

RC 



Patron and Electors RC 
RC 
P 
RC 
RC 
C Patron undetermined, 
t Electors RC 

Patron and Electors P 
P 

Patron RC. Electors P 
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Although Mr. Wakefield has pointed out the 
electors of some counties, towns, and boroughs, as 
hostile to the catholic question, he does not mean 
to insinuate that this is the case with the electors, 
but with the landlords under whose control they 
are. There ar6 two counties. he particularly no- 
tices. The first ia Down, the hot-bed of Orange- 
men and bigoted protestantism, which returns 
two members, who vote contrary to the opinion of 
of the county. It cannot be presumed but that 
those gentlemen act agreeably to the dictates of 
their conscience ; but it is a singular coinci- 
dence, that their sentiments always coincide with 
those of the Marchioness of Downshire. 

The other county to which he alludes is Wick- 
low, in which Earl Fitzwilliam is proprietor of 
50,000 acres. Before the existence of the act 
which extended the right of voting to Roman 
Catholics, the agents on this estate accepted 
none as tenants but protestants, that they might 
create such an influence as would carry the county. 
At a recent election Lord Fita^william^s protestant 
tenantry voted for the Rt. Hon. George Ponsonby, 
an avowed supporter of the catholic question, 
while the Roman Catholics under protestant land- 
holders gave their suffrages for his opponent Lord 
Proby. 

The members under the influence of the Mar- 
quis of Waterford, withdrew until the last session 
1811, before a division; so that adding these forty- 
five members to the twenty-nine independent 
ones, they will stand in the following manner 
upon this grand question. 

PART II* VOL. IV. T 
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First deduct ihose who were no* ekcted by 
their constituents, under an expectation of their 
taking a decided part either way : 

Carrickfergus • 1 

County of Cork 1 

Newry •«•(••..•••••• 1 

Dublin l[^niversity ••••1 

Leitrim ,..wS 

Londonderry S 

Longford • • A 

Waterford 1 

10 

Leaving 64. 

R.a p. 

Of the independent votes there are 18 

Antrim /7 

Armagh. •• 3 

Cavan .^.^ 3 

Carlow •••• ••», 1 

Clare........ 3 

Cork 1 

CityofCork 1 1 

Donegal. . , 3 

Down , 3 

Louth 3 

Fermanagh 3 

Kerry 2 

Kildare 1 

Kilkenny 3 

King's County 3 

Carry forward 94 16 
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R.C. P. 

Brought forward 34 16 

Limerick ....•, 1 

Longford • . • 1 

Mayo 2 

Meath 1 

Queen's County 1 

Sligo « • • . • 1 

Tipperary • 1 

Tyrone 1 

Westmeath p . 2 

Wicklow 5 

^ 41 23 

is 

64 
Undetermined 10 

Members of close boroughs . 25 , 

Make the • 100 

No great political parties, such as the whigs 
and tones of England, and which have existed so 
long, and made so great a figure in history, are to 
be heard of in Ifeland. Whigism is a subject 
never agitated in the course of a canvas ; it ex- 
pired with the late Lord Charlemont, Respect- 
ing the catholic question, the case however is dif- 
ferent ; it is always a prominent feature in ever]^ 
political discussion, and a kind of test by which 
persons of adverse opinions are guided in their 
choice of representatives. But although there are 
no great and powerful political parties, for those 
formed by the oatholic question ought rather to 

T 2 
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be denominated religious, there are many things 
connected with the representation of the country, 
which, were this a professed treatise on the sub- 
ject, would deserve to be taken into consideration. 
A county member, if he support the minister, 
or if he be in opposition to his rival,* has, what 
is called, ** the patronage of the county ;*' that is 
he appoints excise and custom house officers, of- 
ficers of militia, &c. Possessed of this influence, 
the claims upon his friendship are numerous ; and 
as long as any thing remains to be given away, he 
deals out his favours to the gentlemen who brought 
their voters to support him on the day of trial : 
these latter men forming another link in the politi- 
cal chain, a chain which binds as fast as any ever 
riveted on mankind, distribute their favours to 
their tenants, who have made the greatest number 
of freeholders on their estates. Thus the fertile 
spring of corruption flows in a strong current, 
hurrying forward persons of various ranks and 
conditions, who, buoyed up with the delusive 
hope of acquiring consequence through the inte- 
rest of some powerful man, abandon honest industry, 
to become the agents of intrigue, neglecting pur- 
suits which with care and industry would place 
them in a state of con^parative independence. 

It is the opinion of a most respectable judge, 
^at Ireland loses more by the absence of her 132 

* Dr. Duigenan stated m the House of Commons, that he had 
known county members buy off their opponents. Cobbett's Par- 
liamentary Register, vol. 4. p. 805, a fact of which we have also 
heard, but we prefer giving Irish authority for so disgracefal a 
eircumstance to both buyer and seller. 
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representatives, than she gains by any service 
they can render to her during the session of Par- 
liament ; for he asks, How could £ngland spare 
132 of the first of her inhabitants ? There is some 
truth in this observation ; but I do not attach so 
much importance to it, as to believe that it can 
produce any serious effect ; absentees, in my esti- 
mation, are not so detrimental to the country as 
is generally supposed. 

There are various acts which require persons to 
roister their freeholds before they can be allowed 
to vote at an election. Hence perjury is often 
committed; and it is perhaps, on this account, 
that although votes are so valuable and so much in 
request, instances of neglect of registry so fre- 
quently occur. Mr. Wakefield observed this 
among persons whose principal object in life was 
to divide their estates into the greatest number of 
fireeholds. 

And he could give (he says) a list of persons re- 
turned to serve in Parliament by English patrons, 
whose talents have done credit to their choice; but, 
among the hundred Irish members, there is no in- 
stance where the possession of abilities has had any 
weight whatever in the consideration of those by 
whom they were sent to the Imperial Parliament. 
This cannot arise from a lack of men of talents, 
while Mr. Bolton of Waterford, Colonel Stepney 
of the King's County, Admiral Pakenham, Mn 
Carew of Castleboro, Mr. Herbert of Carneine, 
and many others remain in private in Ireland : the 
people of England have scarcely been allowed an 
opportunity of estimating the rate of Irish talent 
in her public men. Several natives of Ireland 
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have distinguished themselves in the Britkih senate 
by their eloquence and talents; and, no doubt, 
there are many of her sons now in obscurity and 
retirement, who, if called to public exertion, would 
do equal credit to their country. Men of high 
merit are, however, inspired with sentiments of 
independence ill suited to the presept system of 
Parliamentary influence * in Ireland ; while the 
pliant dependent, in whom self-will is extinct, 
and whose accommodating sentiments can be 
moulded into any form, according to the inclina- 
tion of his patron, is certain of success- Let me, 
says Mr. Wakefield, as a pattern to such patrons^ 
earnestly recommend the conduct of the late Lord- 
Charleniont, as related by Mr. Hardy, in his life 
of that nobleman, recently published.f His lord- 



* In England, the admirers of virtue moat never forget that 
it was under the present system of representation that the Uni- 
versity of Oxford refused to elect Sir William Jones ; the town of 
Bedfordi the immortal Howard ; and that the higotry of liyerr 
pool attacked and refused Mr. Roscoe. After these instances^ 
it excites no surprise that Jeremy Bentfaam, Arthur Young, &c. 
have never found their way to the House of Commons* What** 
ever others may be dispose^ to assert, Mr. Wakefield maintains, 
that these instances, out of many, are sufficient to prove, that, 
under the present system, some of the very best and most en- 
lightened of our countrymen are omitted in the list of British 
legislators. 

t Mr. Wakefield here alludes to his lordship's conduct re- 
specting the borough of Charlemont, which, through bis influ- 
ence, returned as one of its members Mr. Richard Sheridan, 
a ceusin-german of Brinsley Sheridan, who has distinguished 
himself so much by the power of his genius and his talents as a 
public speaker. The formeif was bred to the bar, though without 
» regular education, ^d possessed, in no slight degree, the 
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ship, whose name will be long Temembered and 
revered, considered his borough interest as a sa- 

: 1 

taleiits of his familj. He died a few years after bis electioB, 
leaTifig behind hin an excellent character^ and refi^Eetted by 
all those who had the pleasure of his acquaintance^ but bj 
none more ^sincerely than bis noble friend and patron. Lord 
Charlemont* The following extract from bis lordsbip^s letter 
to him, dated April 10> 1790, deserves to be recorded : — '^ Seme 
diaiaclers, as well ai some eountenances, possess the peculiar 
privSege of makijig an immediate and favourable impreasioiu 
My acquaintance with you has been of short duration; and 
yet that short acquaintance has been effectual te point you out 
as the fittest person to execute a trust, which is, in my opinion, 
the most important that one man can receive from another. 
Whenever it may be possible that the representation of this king- 
dom shall be purified, and advantageously altered from its pre- 
sent absurd and unconstitutional course, I sbaH, with exultation^ 
resign that which some men esteem their property, but will, iq 
the meanwhile, endeavour to manage that trust which 1 hold for 
lay country, as far as I am able, to her advantage ; neither do 
I think that I can better perform this, a<^ording to my ideas, in- 
dispensable ,d^ty, tb9Q by offer^g yo^ a ^eat for the boroo^^ of 
Charlemont, your acceptance of which will be an obligation to 
me.'' Hardy's Life of Lord Charkmont, p. 862. 

When Mr. Sheridan died, a Mr. Jephson was chosen to sue- 
eecd him ; and on this occasion Lord Charlemont, in a letter 
dated January 23, 1794, says : " The borough of Charlemont 
elects Richard Jephson, a young Bian of excellent talents, and^ 
as fiir as my strictest investigation can fathom, of sound prin- 
ciples. How far an untried man may succeed is a matter of mere 
hazard; but the peculiar cast of his abilities, joined to much 
diligence and great ardour, gives him, I think, an excellent 
chance. It is, besides, my opinion, that almost the only good 
effect which can be derived from the present absurd system of 
borough representation is, the possibility of bringiRg forward 
young men, who may become useful to their country ; but who, 
without this resource, would probably be condemned to ^^ waste 
their sweetness in the desert air**' Ihid* p. 363» 
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cred trust held for tbe benefit of his country ; and 
instead of bartering away that trust, his choice fell 
upon the most upri&^bt and able persons; and, in 
some oases, upon gentlemen with whom he ap- 
pears to have hardly had a personal acquaintance.* 
Such instances, however, are rare in Ireland : the 
flame of patriotism burns there with a feeble light ; 
and the spirit of interest prevails so much, aad so 
deadens every generous feeling, that the eloquence 
of the most captivating popular speaker, were it 
ex^erted among Irish freeholders, would be heard 
without emotion, and without being able to pro- 
cure a single vote. Were education as well as 
property made a test of qualification, would.it not 
be an improvement of the system ? The same re- 
gulation might be extended to the candidate with 
the happiest effects. 

* The family of Cbarlemont mast ever feel indebted to Mr* 
Hardy for the manner in which be has laid before the public the 
many excellent traits in the character of the late earl. 
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CORRECrr TABLE 

OF 

PARLIAMENTARY PATRONAGE 



IN 



ENGLAND AND WALES. 



1. PATRONAGE OF PEERS. 


Karnes 


KominaU 




•fFhtrons, 


Members. 


of Members. 


Prince of Wales 




2 Plymouth 


Dake of Norfolk. 


2 Steyning . 


2 Hereted 




2 Arundel 


1 Gloster 




2 Horsham 


1 Carlisle 
1 Shorebam 






1 Sussex 
1 Chichester 


Grafton 


1 Thetford 






I St. Edmunds fiury 






1 Glouoesteish. 
1 Moiimouthsh. 
1 Momouth 


^ Leeds 


2 HeUto^ 




Bedford 


2 Tavistock 


1 Bedfordshire 
1 Bedford 


Devonshire 


2 Knaresborough 


1 Derbyshire 
1 Derby 




2 Woodstock 


1 Oxfoudshire 
1 Oxford 


1 Rutland 


1 Bramber 


1 Leicestershire 




1 Scarborough 


1 Cambridgesb. 

2 Cambridge 



ToUl. 



} 
} 

] 

} 
^} 
} 

} 



f 
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PARLIAMENTARY PATRONAGE 



[App. 



/ 



Names 
of Patrons. 



Koniinate 
Mcnbera* 



Duke of Portland 
— — Manchester 
Dachess of Dorset 
Duke of Newcastle 

-"—-> Northumberland 

Mar* of Buckingham 

— •oflansdown 
ofStaflford 



2 East Grinsted 
2Aldborough(York) 
2 Boronghbridge 
2 Launceston 
2 Newport (Comw.) 
2 Buckingham 
2 St. Mawes 
2 Calne 



Influence the rctuni Total, 
of Members. 

1 Nottingbamhs* 

1 Huntingdonsh. 

2 East Retford 
1 Newark 



1 
1 
2 



Townshend 1 Tamworth 

of Bath 2Weobly 

Comwallis 2 Eye 

of Hertford 2 Orford 

of Bute 

— of Exeter 

— of Northampton 
Camden 

of Anglesea 2 Milbome Port 



—- Cholmondely 
Earl of Derby 



1 Castle Rising 



of Pembroke 2 Wilton 

^— of Bridgewater 

of Westmoreland 2 lime Regis 

ofThanet 1 Appleby 

—- of Sandwich 

— — of Carlisle 



1 Northum. Co 
1 BnckiDghams, 
1 Aylesbury 

1 Staffordshire 

1 Litchfield 

2 Newcastle 

(Stafford) 
1 Brackley 
1 Yarmouth 

(Norfolk) 
1 Bath 

1 Totness 

1 Cardiff 

2 Stamford 

1 Northampton 
1 Brecknocksh. 
1 Anglesea 
1 Carnarvon 

1 Lancashire 
1 Preston 

1 Brackley 



7 



} 
} 



3 
2 
3 
1 
2 
i 
1 



1 Huntingdonsh. ^ 

2 Huntingdon 3 
1 Morpeth 



2 

1 
2 

1 

3 
1 
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98? 



Names 
of PatroM. 


KomiMte 
Memben. 


Inflaence the ratara 
of Memben. 


Total. 


EarlofSbaftesbaiy 




1 Dorchester ^ 


1 


Paulet 




2 Bridgewater 


2 


of Bristol 


1 St.£dmundsBury 


1 


-— of Portsmoath 




1 AndoTer 


1 


of Warwick 




1 Warwick 


1 


ofBuckingfaanu 


!• 


1 Lincoln 


1 


— - Fitzwiltiam 


1 Higham Ferrers 


1 Yorkshire 


}» 




2 Malton 


2 Peterborough 


ofEgremont 




1 Sussex 


}' 






1 Chichester 


of Guildford 




1 Banbury 


1 


ofHardwick 


1 Ryegate 


1 Cambridgeshire 2 


of Darlington 


2 Winchelsea 


1 Durham (Co.) 


^ 


~ 


2 Tregony 
2 Camelford 




}' 


of Radnor 


2 Downton 


rSalisbuiy 


3 


Bathnrst 


2 Cirencester 




2 


— of Aylesbury 


2 Marlborough 




}* 




2 Great Bedwin 




-—■of Clarendon 




1 Wotton Basset 


i 1 


Grosvenor 




1 Chester 


I 


of Mountedg- 


1 Bossiny 




^ 


combe 


1 Fowey 




V 




1 Plimpton 






2 Lestwithiei 




3 


— of Beverley , 


2 Beeralston 




2 


of Onslow 




2 Guildford 


2 


— -ofPowis 


1 Montgomery 


2 Ludlow 


}' 




2 Bishops' Castle 




-: — Manvers 




1 Nottinghamshire 1 


ofOrford 




1 Lynn 


- 1 


— > of Lonsdale 


2 Cockermouth 


1 Cumberland 


^ 




2 Haselmere 


1 Carlisle 


i^ 


' 


1 Appleby 


2 Westmordaad 


y 


— '^ of Harrowby 




2 Tiverton 


2 


— ofCaledon 


2 Old Sarnm 




2 
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/ 



Kamet 
of Patrons. 

Etri Brownlow 
— of St. GermaDs 

*— of Mulgrare 
*-^ of Bradford 



tttXOhtTSt 

1 Clitheroe 

2 liskeard 

2 St. Germans 
1 Scarborough 
1 Wenlock 



-ofHarewood 1 Northallerton 



•— « of Beanchamp 
Yisconnt Bolingbroke 
—— Falmouth 

— Sydney 

-; Middleton 

— r- Bulkeley 

^ Curzon 

' Anson 

Lord Clinton 

— Petre 
— — Middleton 
^>— Monaon 
Foley 

— "Dynevor 
— --Somers 
— ^Dondas 
- — Yarborough 



St. Michael 

Whitchurch 

Whitchurch 

Beaumaris 

Clitheroe 

Ashbnrton 
Callington 



2 Droitwich 



1 Ryegate 

2 Richmohd 
1 Newton (Hants) 



Infloence ^ return Total, 
of Members; 

1 

1 

1 



1 Yorkshire 

1 Pomfret 

1 Worcestershire 

1 Wotton Basset 

2 Truro 



1 Carnarvonshire 



1 Litchfield 



1 Thetford 

1 Newark 

1 Lincoln 

1 Worcestershire > 

1 Herefordshire 5 

1 Carmarthenshire 



1 Lincolnshire 

2 Grimsby 



— ^Calthorpe 1 Hindon 

1 Brambekr 

•— - De DunstaBTille 2 Bodmin 1 Penryn 

- — Cawdor 1 Carmarthen 

~^Carrington 2 Midhufst 1 Nottingham 

2 Wendorer 1 Leicester 
~« Morthwick 1 Eresham 

Total number of Members returned by eigbty-seren > 
Peers^ in England and Wales on/y« S 



} 



1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 



} 



} 



3 
1 

6 

1 



218 
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2. PATRONAGE OF COMMONERS. 



. Names 
of Patrons. 



Nominate 
Members^ 



Influence the return 
of Members. 



Ashburton 
Bletcbiogley 



T. T. Drake, esq. 2 

Sir C.C.De Crespigny 2 

Mr. Ralph Etwall 

Sir Lawrence Paike 1 

tiOrd GeorgeCavendish 

Matthew Russell,esq. 2 

Charles Palmer, esq. 

Mr. Roberts 

J. A.StaartWortley, 1 Bossiny 

esq. 
Sir Charles Morgan 



Thos. Whitmorc, esq. 

Sturt, esq. 

Lord Lisbume 
Rich. Howard, esq. 1 
John Maitland, esq. 1 
Charles Brooke, esq. I 
The Rt. Hon. George 2 

Rose 
Henry Banks, esq. 1 
Rt. Hon. N. Bond I 
Hon. F. West 
Edward Coke, esq. 
Joshua Smith, esq. 
T. G. Estcourty esq. 

PART II. VOL. IV. 



Agmondei^am 
Aldboroiigb(Siiff;) 



Castle Rising 
Chippenham 
Chippenham 
Christchurch 

Corfe Castle 
Corfe Castle 



1 Andover 

1 Aylesbury 

1 Qath 
1 Bewdley 



1 Monn^uthsh. 

1 Brecknock. 

2 Bridgenorth 
1 Bridport 

1 Cardigan 



1 Southampton 



1 Denbigh 
1 Derby 
1 Devizes 
1 Devizes 



Total. 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 



} 



2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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XAiv. 



Karnes 
of Patrons. 

Rob. Williams, esq. 
Soowdon Barne, esq. 1 
Lord Huntin^eld 1 
Sir Edi^ard BuUer 2 
Sir Thomas Mostyn 
Sir W. Wd Wynne 



William Rashleigh 1 
Sir Mark Wood 2 

Sir William Manners 2 
Edward Miliravd 2 
Lord Kensington 
Mr. L. Iv^son 
Sir W. P. A'Court 2 
Wm Beckford^ esq. 1 
Mr. Flood 
Mr. Townsend 
R. A. Crickitt, esq* 
Sir Chnsto. Hawkins 1 
1 
Sam. Stepbans^iMq. 1 
SirM.B.Folkes 
Mr. Coleman 
Sir James Graham 1 
I. H. Everett, esq. 1 
Sir H. B. Neale 2 

J* fL 8tfiijtt» 6tq. 
Joseph Pitt, esq. 
Owen Williams, esq. 
J. F. Luttrell, esq. 
W. Ord, esq. 
fiir L. T. W. lUmes 



Kominats 
Members. 



Dunwich 
Dunwich 
EastLooe 



Fowcy 
GatiM 
Ilebesler 
Hastings 



Hey|«9lMiffy 
Hindon 



St. Michael 
St. Ives 
St. Ives 



tThomas Leigh, esq. 



Infloeoce the return 
of Members. 

1 Dorchester 



1 Flintshire 
1 Montgomerysb. 
1 Denbighshire 
1 Flint 



Tttal. 

1 
1 
I 
2 
1 



I 



1 fiiMilbam 

1 HaTietfaidwest 

2 H^ydoii 



1 Honiton 
1 Honiton 

1 Ipswich 

2 QfaiBfoi|B4 



Lu^gensbdl 
Lu(%enriiA|l 
Lymiagtofi 

Malmsbury 
Marlow 
MinsbetA 
Morpelb 

Yarmouth (Hants) 
Newport (Hants) 
Newtown (Lancat.) 



Lynn 
Leominster 



Mi^Mtn 
Cricklade 



} 



1 

t 

3 
S 

1 
3 
t 
I 
I 
I 
I 



1 

1 
t 
I 
i 

1 
3 

« 
1 
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2&1 



Kam«9 
of Patrbns. 

Sir John Barington 1 

Henry Peirse, e«q. 1 

Albany Savile, esq. 2 
Sir John Owen 

^|ton ^olliffe, esq. 2 
P. J. Treby, esq. 1 

B. Lester, esq. 
John Jeffrey, esq. 
S. Horrocks> esq. 
Mr. Alderman Carter 
Miss Lawrence 2 
Sir Cbolmondeley 2 

Deering 
SirG. N.Noel 

T. P. Lambe, esq. 2 

John BuUer, esq. 2 
2 
G.jP. Jervoise, esq. 

^^n Leach> esq. 1 

C.;R. Ellis>esq. 1 

Jo)in Dyneley, esq. 2 

J. F. Barham, esq. 1 

George Porter^ esq. 1 
jjSir J. Cox Hippisley 

Sir Robert Peel 1 
^ir T. B. Lethbrid^e 

Sir Tl^os. Frankland 2 
,Bon.W.J. V. Pawlett 

John Calcraft, esq. 2 
J. P. Tudway, esq. 

C. W. Forester, esq. 1 
Sir M. M. Lopez 2 
Sir G. F. Johnstone • 4 



NominaCe 
Members. 



Newtown (Hants) 

Norihalerton 

Oakhampton 



Pelersfield 
Plympton 



Ripon 
Romniey 



Influence the retnra Total, 
of Membera. 

1 
1 

2 



1 Pembrokeshire "^ ^ 
1 Pembroke S ' 

2 
1 

1 Poole 1 

1 Poole 1 

1 Preston 1 

2 Portsmouth 2 

2 



Rye 
Saltash 
West Looe 

Seaford 

Seaford 

Shaftsbtiry 

Stockbiidge 

Stockbriclge 

Tamworth 

Thirsk 

Wareham 

Wenlock 
Westbury 
Weymouth and 
Melcombe Regis 
v2 



1 Salisbury 



1 Sudbury 
1 Taunten 
1 Totnesfl 
I Wells 



} 



1 Rutlanddliire 1 
2 



} 



.4 
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of Patrons* 



Sir R. H. Leigh 
John Hodson, esq. 
Sir H. C. S. Mildmay 
Sir Thomas Baring 
Sir J. D. King 



Kominate Influence the return Total. 

Members. of Members. - 

1 Wigan 

1 Wigan 

2 Winchester 
1 High Wycomhe 
1 High Wycomhe 



1 
1 
2 
1 
1 



Total number of Members returned by ninety 
Commoners, in England and Wales only. 



7 137 



3. PATRONAGE OF GOVERNMENT. 



Treasury 2 Dartmouth 

1 Dover 

2 Harwich 
2 Hythe 

1 Windsor 

2 Hampshire 

1 Yarmouth (Norfolk) 
Admiralty 1 Queenborough 

1 Rochester 

2 Sandwich 
Ordnance 1 Queenborough 

Total number of Members returned by Gwernment 
in England and Wales only. 



11 



] 



! 



16 
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Total number of Members retomed by eighty-seven 

Peers, in England and Wales only. 
Total number of Members returned by ninety } 

Commoners, in England and Wales only. 
Total number of 3terabers returned by Government^ ^ 

in England and Wales only, S 

Total number of Members returned by eighty-seven 

Peers, ninety Commoners, and Government, in 

England and Wales only. 



137 
16 



( 371 



Oxford, Retford, Newcastle-under-Iine, Totness, Tregony, 
Wotton Basset, and one member for $t. Ives, vrere carried 
^^;ainst the influence of the Patrons at the last general election ; 
but with the exception of Oxford and Newcastle, we are sorry to 
add, it was not the Amor Patrias^ nor the zeal of honest indepen- 
dence, that prevailed upon this occasion. 

Oxfordshire has» since the last general election, returned an 
independent member, after submitting to the nomination of the 
Duke of Marlborough for sixty-two years. 
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SCOTLANB. 



I. PATRONAGE OF PEERS. 




Ifames of Patrons. 


Influence. 


Total. 


Dake of Hamilton 


1 Lanark County 


1 


Duke of Buccleugh 


1 




l^arquisof Queensberry and 


>1 Dumfries County 


1 


Earl of Hopeteun 


) 




Duke of Buccleagh and 


7 1 Edinburgh County 


I2 


Mr. bundas of Arniston 


Si Edinburgh City 


s 


Duke of Buccleugh 


i Selkirk County 
1 Selkirk District 


]' 


— Gordon 


1 Aberdeen County 


1 


Argyll 


1 Argyll County 
1 Ayr District 


}' 


Athol 


1 Perth County 


1 


Montrose 


1 Dumbarton County 
1 Sterling County 


7 -, 




1'^ 


Marquis of Qneensberry 


1 Dumfries District 


1 


Marchioness of Stafford 


1 Sutherland County 


}^ 




1 Tain District 


Marquis of Bute 


1 Bute County 


1 


Earl of Eglintoun 


1 Ayr County 


1 


— >- of Home and 

Mr. Home» of Widderburne 


1 1 Berwick County 


1 


Earl of Galloway 


1 Kirkcudbright County 
1 Wigtown County 
1 Stranraer Dbtrict 


]• 



Digitized by V^pOQlC 



No. H.] 


IN geOTLAIi^Du , 


3W 


Names of Patfons. 


Inflaenoe. 


Total. 


EarlofLaudesdale 


1 HadiRftoii Sifttriel 


1 


ol Kiiitore and 


|l Banff Kstrict 


1 


of Fife 




— efSeafield 


i ElfiE County 


1 


-i^ofHopettun' 


1 Hadington Cointy 


> 




1 Linlitbgow County 


t^ 




1 Stirling Distnct 


s 


-^^oCMiata 


1 RoKburgb County 


I 


Lord Dandas and 
Sir William Honyman 


1 1 Orkney Comrty 


1 


Baroness Abercromby 


1 Clackmannan County 


1 


Lord Cawdor 


•1 Nairn County 


1 



Total returned by twenty-one Peers and Peeresses 



2. PATRONAGE OF COMMONERS. 



-. I 



Sir George Abercromby 


1 Banff County 




General Wemyss 


1 Fife County 




Hon. William Maule 


1 Forfar County 




Charles Grant» esq. 


1 Inverness County 


}\ 




1 Inverness District 


Mr. Barclay, of Urie 


1 Kincardine County 




Sir James Montgomery 


1 Peebles County 




Sir Michael Shaw Stewart 


1 Renfrewf County 




Late Lord Seaforth*s Heir 


1 Ross County 




James Farquhar, esq. 


1 Aberdeen District 




Sir John Anstmther 


1 Anstruther District 




S^r John Maxwell and 


M Glasgow District 




Archibald Campbell, esq. 




General Ferguson 


I Kinghom District 




Sir David Wedderbume 


1 Perth District 




Total returned by fourteen Commoners 
Dv *«Anft«.AfiA Pi»erfi and Peeresses 


14 
31 



4ft 
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When the county of Caithness returns a member, he is nomi- 
nated by Sir John Sinclair. The county of Cromarty is under 
the influence of Henry Davidson, esq. ; and the county of Kin- 
ross, of Thomas Graham, esq. 

The Treasury have a controling influence nearly over the 
whole of the Scotch representation. The late Lord Melville 
always boasted, that he could return thirty-nine out of forty- 
five who represented the whole kingdom of Scotland ! The 
Duke of Montrose is now considered as the patrop-general, for 
the Treasury of all Scotland. 
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No. III. 

CORRECT TABLE 

OF 

PARLIAMENTARY PATRONAGE 

IN 

IRELAND. 

1. PATRONAGE OF PEERS. 



Nantes 
of Patrons. 



Nominate 
Members. 



Influence the return 
of Members. 



Archbish. of Aimag^b 1 Armagh Citj 

Duke of Leioster 

* of Devonshire 

Marquis of Waterford 1 Colerain 



- of DowRshire 

• of Donegal 

• of Headfort 
•ofSligo 

of Ely 

- of AberOora 



1 Belfast 



1 Kildare 

1 Dungarvon 

1 Londonderry (Co. 

1 Waterford (Co.) 

2 Down (County) 

1 Meath (County) 
1 Mayo (Count v) 



ToUl. 

1 

1 
1 



1 Wexford (Boro.) 



} 



2 
1 

1 

1 
1 



.of Hertford 1 Lisbume 

Earl of Ormonde 

— of Granard 
Fitxwilliam 

— of Bessberough 



1 Donegal (C*.) 
1 Tyrone (Co.) 
1 Antrim (County) 
1 Kilkenny (Co.) 
1 Kilkenny (Ciiy) 

1 LoDgf«>id (rnunty) 

2 Wicklov^ (C ui-tyj- 2 
1 Kilkenny (County) 1 



h 
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Nominate 
Memben. 

Youghal 
DuDtalld 



I Poftitrltfigtos 



1 EuDiskillen 



Names 
of Patrons. 

Earl of Shannon 

^f Roden 

of Long^rd 

of Portarlington 

of Farnbam 

— - of Enniskillen 

of Ciartf 

of Londonderry 

— . of Conyngham 



-^— of Landaff 

O'Neil 

-^^ of Bandon t Bandon Bridge 

— — of Donougknore- 
-**- of Rosse 



-*— of Charleville 
- — of Gosford 
iTisconnt Dillon 

D'Vesci 

.*_- NorthlMrd 
Loi^ I^e Ctiflbrd 



Infloence the return Total, 
of Members. 

1 CoriL (County) 2 

I LoQth (Connty) 2 
1 Westmeath 1 

I 
1 Cavan 1 

1 Fermanagh 2 

1 Liuenck (tOcMilHy) 1 
1 Londonderry (Co.) 1 
1 Clare (Co.) 
1 Dopegal 
1 Tipperary (County) 1 
1 Antrim (County) 1 
1 
1 Cork (City) 1 

1 King's County 
1 Longford (Co.) 
King's County 2 

Armagh (County) 1 
Majfd (CkMMf)) 1 
Queeu^ifr C^oiAify 1 
1 



0.) > 

(Co.) i 



ty 7 
0.) 5 



1 CarlowBorongh 1 

1 

1 

1 
1 Dungannon 
1 Kinsale 
1 Downpatrick 

. 2 Kerry ^mMyy 



} 



Total number of members returned by thirty-six Peers ) ' 
in Ireland only 5 



2. PATRONAGE OF COMMONERS. 



Wm. Brownlowy esq. 

Mr. Cavattnab 

Sir Edwaid O'Bneii 1 Ennis 



1 Armagh 1 

1 Carlow (County) 1 
1 Clare 2 
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2» 


Names Nominate Infloeuce the ratara 


Total. 


of Patroqs* Memben. of Members. 




HU Hon. John Foster 1 Louth 




Mervyn Archdan,e8<j(. 1 F^rAiMiagfa 




Rt. Hon. D. B. Daly 1 Galway (Boro.) 




Sir Edward Denny 1 Tralee 




H. J. Clements, esq. 1 Leitrim 




John Latouche, esq. 1 Leitrim 




Mr. Smith 1 Limerick (City) 


1, 


Mr. Cowper 1 Sligo 




Owen Wynne, ^q. 1 SR^ (B(iii^gli]f 




Rt.Hofr.Wm.Bagwell 1 ClofttticU 




Mr. P'etinefather 1 Monfttcftfifcd 




Mr. Rochfort 1 Westmeath 




Rt. Hon. Wm. Hand- 1 Athlone 


}; 


cock 


Mr. Tottenham 1 New Ross 




Mottittiford LonsflltJld, 1 Catk City 


}; 


c^; 


Mr. j^phson 1 Maim 





Total Qumber of members returned by nineteen Com- 
mouers in Ireland only. 



|i2a 



Total Bumber of members returned by thirty-six Peers } 
in Ireland only, 3 

Total number of members returned by nineteen Com- "^ 



moners in Ireland osly, 

otal number of members i 
and nineteen Commoners in Ireland only, 



]■ 



Total number of members returned by thirty-six Peers ) ^. 
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RECAPITULATION. 



Members returned by 87 Peers in England and Wales 218 

By 21 Peers in Scotland 31 

By 36 Peers in Ireland 51 

Total returned by Peers 300 

Members returned by 90 Commoners in England and } 

Wales S ^ 

By 14 Commoners in Scotland 14 

By 19 Commoners in Ireland 20 

Nominated by Government 16 

Total returned by Commoners and Government 187 

Total tetumed by nomination 487 

Independent of nomination 171 

Total of the Hoose of Commons 658 
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No. IV. 

CORRECT TABLE 

OF THE 

COUNTIES, CITIES, AND BOROUGHS 

OF 

GREAT BRITAIN; 

Shewing the period at whicb each City and Boroagh first sent 
Members to Parliament; the time that each of the. existing 
Boroughs have been deprived of their exclusive rights ; and the 
different reigns in which they have been restored. 



Counties, 


"When When 


When 




• 


Cities, and Boroughs. 




restored. 






Bedfordshire 


ab origine 


. » . . 






Bedford 


23 Edward 1 








Berkshire 


ab origine 








Windsor 


30 Edwai^ 1 14 £dward 3 


25 Htnrf 


6 




Reading 


23 Edward 1 








Wallingford 


23 Edward 1 








Abingdon 


11 Edward 3 12 EdiKard 3 


4&5P.&M _ 


^ __ 


Buckingharnshire 


ab origine 








Buckingham 


11 Edward 3 12 Edward 3 


36 Heniy 


8 




Wycomb 


28 Edward 1 








Aylesbury 


1 Mary 








Agmondesham 


28 Edward 1 2 Edward 2 


21 Jam^ 


1 




Weudover 


28 Edward 1 2 Edward 2 


21 James 


1 




Marlow 


28 Edward 1 2 Edward 2 


21 Jamen 


1 




Cambridgeshire 


ab origine 
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Gonnties, 


When When 


When 


Cities, and Boroughs 




restored. 


Cambridge Uni 


- 1 James 1 




yersity 






Cambridge Town 23 fidward 1 




Cheshire 


34 Henry 8 




Chester 


34 Henry 8 




Cornwall 


ab origine 




I«amioestoii 


23 Edward 1 




Xeskeard 


23 Edward 1 




Lestwithiel 


23 Edward I 24 Edwaid 1 


4 Edward 2 


Truro 


33 Edwjird 1 




Bodmin 


23 Edward 1 




Helston 


23 Edward 1 




Saltash 


6 Edward 6 




Camelford 


6 Edward 6 




Wesdooe 


6 Edward 6 




Grampound 


7 Edward 6 




EasUooe 


14 Edward 3 15 Edward 3 


13 Elizabeth 


Peniyn 


7 Edward 6 




Treg9iiy 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


5 Elizabeth 


Bossiney 


7 Edward 6 




SU Ives 


4&5P.&M. 




Fowey 


14 Edwaid 2 15 Edfiard 2 


13>BK(»9&eth 


St. Germains 


5 Elizabeth 




St-Mkhael 


7£dmrd6 




Newport 


7 Edwaid 6 




St. Maw's 


5 Elizabeth 




CidUnglon 


27 Elizabeth 




Cumberland 


ab origine 




Carifde 


23 Edwaid 1 




Cockermouth 


23 Edwaid 1 24.Ed«ard 1 


IBGbades 1 


Derbyshire 


ab origine 




IJerey 


23 Edwaid 1 






>ab.4»rigine 




Eseler 


^ItS^Edvtfodtl 




Totness 


23 Edward 1 
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CoanUes, 


When When 


WlieB 


Cities, and Boroughs. 




nwumA. 


'Ptymouth 


m Edwaid 1 14 £d»ard 3 


20Ed»i«d6 


Oakbampton 


28 Edward 1 7 Ednard 2 


lfiChMl«8 1 


BarnstafHe 


28 Edwaid 1 




Plympton 


23 Edward i 




fioniion 


28 Edwapd 1 4 Edward 2 


16€htii« 1 


Tavistock 


23 Edward i 19 Ed«ard 2 


4£dm»d3 


Ashbarton 


26 Edward 1 6 Hem^y 4 


mChaOta 1 


DartmoaHi 


26 Edward 1 27 Edward 1 ^ 


24EdMaida 


Berealston 


27 Elizabeth 




Tiverton 


13 James 1 




J>oriet 


ab origine 




Foole 


14 Edward d 4^ Edward 3 


SlHcaiy 6 


Borcbester 


23 Edward 1 




Cyme Aegis 


« Edwaid 1 




Wejntontfa 


12 Edward 2 18 Edward 2 


9Biwtid3 


Melcombe Regis 8 Edward 2 




Bridport 


23 Edward 1 




Sbaftsbury 


23 Edward 1 




Warebam 


30 Edwaid 1 7 Edward 2 


SBihnudS 


Corfe Castle 


14 Elizabeth 




^-r^Durham County 


30 Charles 2 




-— DarhamCity 


30 Charl^ 2 




Essex 


ab origine 




MMm 


2 Edwaid 3 




Harwicb 


17 Edward 3 18 Edward 3 


12 Jane* 1 


doWipster 


SSEdmidl 




G^tfc^j/^rsAtVe 


ab origine 




Gloiicester 


23 pidwaid 1 




;(Si)enee9ter 


13 Elizabeth 




Tewkesbury 


7 James 1 




Hampshire 


ab origine 




Winchester 


23 Edward 1 




Southampton 


23 Edward 1 






9»M^9ii 1 




Yarmouth 


23 Edwaid 1 24 £4ward 1 


27 f^iu^eth 
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CeoDties, 


When 


When 


When 


Cities, end Boroughs 


first summoned. 


discontinued. 


restored. 


Newport 


23 Edward 1 24' Edward 1 


27 Elizabeth 


New Town 


27 Elizabeth 






Peterafield 


35 Edward 1 36 Edward 


1 Edwaid 6 


Stockbridge 


1 Elizabeth 


' 




Christchurch 


35 Edward 1 


3 Edward 2 


13 Elizabeth 


Lymington 


27 Elizabeth 






Wbitchnrch 


27 Elizabeth 






Andover 


23 Edward 1 


3 Edward 2 


27 Elizabeth 


Herefordshire 


ab origine 


' 




Hereford 


23 Edward 1 






Leominster 


23 Edward 1 






WeoWy 


23 Edward 1 


1 Edward 2 


15 Cbaries 1 


Hertfordshire 


ab origine 






St. Alban's 


35 Edwaid 1 


6 Edward 3 


1 Edward 6 


Hertford 


23 Edward 1 


6 Edward 3 


21 James 1 


HuTUingdanshire 


ab origine 






Huntingdon 


23 Edwaid 1 




, 


Kent 


ab origine 






Canterbury 


23 Edward 1 






Rochester 


23 Edward 1 






* 
Maidstone 


Edward 6 


Mary 


2 Elizabetk 


Queenborough 


13 Elizabeth 






Lancashire 


ab origine 






Lancaster 


23 Edward 1 


5 Edward 3 


1 Edwaid 6 


Newtown 


1 Elizabeth 






Wigan 


23 Edward 1 36 Edward 1 


1 Edward 6 


Clitheroe 


1 Elizabeth 






Liverpool 


23 Edward 1 36 Edward 1 


1 Edward 6 


Preston 


23 Edward 1 


2 Edward 2 


1 Edward 6 


Leicestershire 


ab origine 






Leicester 


23 Edwarc 1 






Lincolnshire 


ab origine 






Lincoln 


49 Henry 3 






Boston 


11 Edward 3 2$ Edward 3 


1 Edwaid 6 


Grimsby 


23 Edward 1 
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Counties, 


When When 


When 
restored* 


Stamford 


23 Edward 1 12 Edward 3 


1 Edward 4 


Grantham 


2 Edward 4 




Middlesex 


ab origine 




London 


49 Henry 3 




Westminster 


1 Edward 6 




Monmouthshire 


27 Henry 8 




Monmouth 


27 Henry 8 




Norfolk 


ab origine 




Norwich 


23 Edward 1 




Lynn Regis 


23 Edward 1 




Yarmouth 


23 Edward 1 




Thetford 


1 Edward 6 




Castle Rising 


5 P. and M. 




Northamptonshire 


ab origine 




Peterborough 


1 Edward 6 




Northampton 


23 Edward 1 




Brackley 


1 Edward 6 




Higham Ferrers 


2&3P.&M. 




Northumberland 


ab origine 




Newcastle 


23 Edward 1 




Morpeth 


1 Mary 




Berwick 


Henry 8 


* 


Nottinghamshire 






No^ingham 


23 Edward 1 




East Retford 


9 Edward 2 10 Edward 2 


13 Eababcth 


Newark 


29 Charles 2 




Oxfordshire 


ab origine 




Oxford University 1 James 1 




City 


23 Edwaid 1 




Woodstock 


30 Edward 1 34 Edward 1 


1 Mary 


Banbury 


1 Mary 




Rutlandshire 


ab origine 




Salop 


ab origine 




Shrewsbury 


23 Edward 1 




Bridgenorth 


23 Edward 1 




PART II. VOL. IV. 


X 
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Counties, 
Cakt, and Borongfa*. 


When When 
int tiimmMMd. dMWwntinacd. 


When 
. lesurad. 


Lidlow 


12 Edward 4 ' 




Wenlock 


18 Edward 4 




Bishop's Castle 


15 Elizabeth 




Somersetshire 


ab origine 




Bristol 


23 EdwMd 1 




Bath 


23 Edward 1 




Wells 


23 Edward 1 




Taunton 


23 Edward 1 




Bridgewater 


23 Edward 1 




Minehead 


1 Elizabeth 




Uchester 


23 Edward 1 85 Edward 3 


12Edwtrd4 




13 Edward 4 


ISJmms 1 


Milborne Port 


26 Edward 1 d6 Edward 1 


15 etudes 1 


Staffordshire 


ab origine 




litchfield 


33 Edward 1 28 Edward 3 


1 Edward 6 


Stafford 


23 Edward 1 




Newcastle 


27 Edw^ 3 




Tamworth 


5 Elizabeth 




Stiffalh 


ab origine 




Ipswich 


23 Edward 1 




Danw^ch 


23 Edward 1 




Orford 


23 Edward 1 1 Edward 2 


Henry 8 


Aldborough 


13 Elizabeth 




Sudbury 


1 Elizabelh 




Eje 


13 Eltzabetb 




St.Edmnnds'Bury 4 James 1 




Surry 


ab origine 




Sonthwark 


uncertain 




Bletcbingley 


23 Edward 1 




Ryeirate 


28 Edward 1 




Guildford 


23 Edward 1 




Gatton 


29 Henry 6 




Haslemere 


27 Elizabeth 




Sussex 


ab origine 




Chichester 


23 fidwaid 1 
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Counties, 


When When 


whtn 


Citiw, ao4 Poronghs. 




restored* 


Horsbani 


n Eiiward 1 




MeOlmnt 


4 Edward 2 




Lewes 


23 Edwfttd 1 




New Sborfkam 


28 Edward 1 




Bramber 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


31 Heniy 6 


Steynin^ 


4 Edward 2 5 Edward 2 


31 Henry 6 


East Grinstead 


1 Edward 2 




Arandel 
Wttfwkkihire 


23 Edwai^ 1 
ab drii^ae 




CorenliT 


23 Edwai^ 1 28 Edward 1 


8 Edward 2 




25 Edward 3 


31 Henry 6 


Warwick 


23 Edward 1 


7 


Westmoreland 


ab orig^ne 




AfpiiJbjr 


23 Edward 1 




Wiltshire 


ab origine 




Salisbury 


23 Edward 1 




Wiken 


23 Edward 1 




Downioii 


23 Edward 1 39 Edward 3 


1 Henry 




2 Hf nry 5 


20 Henry 6 


HiDdeB 


27 Henry 6 




Heytesbnry 


27 Henry d 




Westbury 


27 Henry 6 




Cakie 


23 Edward 1 2 Edward 2 


34 Edward 2 




37 Edward 3 


2 Richard 2 


Dvimss 


23 Edward 1 20 Edwai^ 2 


4 Edward 3 


Cbippeubflti 


28 Edward 1 5 Edwai^ 3 


2 Rkhard 2 




3 Ricbard 2 


12 Henry 6 


Malmsbnry 


23 Edward 1 




Cricklade 


23 Edward 1 1 Edward 2 


20 Edward 2 




21 Edward 2 


Edward 3 




Richard 2 


1 Henry 4 




10 Henry 5 


Henry 6 


Great Bedwin 


23 Edward 1 9 Edward 2 


36 Edward.3 




38 Edward 3 


7 Richard 2 




I Henry 4 


9 Henry 6 




x2 
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Coutities, 


When When 


When 


Citiet» and Boroughs. 




restored. 


Ludgersball 


23 Edward 1 4 Edward 2 


1 Edwards 


, 


4 Edward 3 


9 Richard 2 




10 Richard 2 


9 Henry 5 


Old Sarum 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


34 Edwards 


Wotton Basset 


95 Henry 6 




Marlborough 


23 Edward 1 




Worcesiershire 


ab origine 




Worcester 


23 Edward 1 




Droitwich 


23 Edward 1 5 Edward 2 


2 P. & M. 


Efesham 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


1 James 1 


Bewdky 


James 1 




Yorkshire 


ab origine 




York 


43 Henry 3 




Hull 


33 Edward 1 34 Edward 1 


12 Edward 2 


Knaresborough 


1 Mary 




Soarboroogh 


23 Edward 1 




Rippon 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


1 Edward 2 




3 Edward 2 


1 Mary 


Heydon 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


1 Edward 6 


Boroughbridge 


1 Mary 




Aldborough 


6 P. & M. 




MaltoD 


23 Edward 1 27 Edward 1 


15 Charles 1 


Thirsk 


23 Edward 1 24 Edward 1 


7 Edward 6 


BeTerlej 


23 Edward 1 1 Edward 2 


5 Eliaabelh 


Northallerton 


26 Edward 1 27 Edward 1 


15 CbaHcs 1 


Pontefract 


23 Edward 1 27 Edward 1 


19 James 1 


Richmond 


27 Elizabeth 




Cinque Poets 






Hastings 


42 Edward 3 




Dover 


42 Edward 3 




Sandwich 


42 Edward 3 




Hythe 


42 Edward 3 




New Romney 


42 Edward 3 
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OountlM, 
Cities, and Boroughs. 


When When 
6rst aummoaed. discontinued. 


When 
restored. 


Rye 


42 Edward 3 




Wincbelsea 


42 Edward 3 


, 


Seaford 


26 Edward 1 31 Edward 1 


16 Edward 2 




22 Edward 2 


1 Henry 4 




5 Henry 4 


16 Charles 1 



WALES. 



Counties, 
Cities, and Boroughs. 

Twelve Counties 
12 Members 

TweWe Boroughs 
12 Members 



Fit St 
Summoued. 



^27 Henry 8 



SCOTLAND. 



Thirty Counties 
30 Members 

Fifteen Borou|;hs 
15 Members 



6 Anne 



IRELAND. 



Thirty-two Conns." 
64 Members 

Two Cities 
4 Members 

University and 

Thirty-one Towns 

and Boroughs 
32 Members 



>*36 George 3 
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Hafing coocladed ibe History •i the Boroughs thai at present 
return Members to Parliament, we think it highly important to 
add a list of those which sent memberB in different reigns, from 
that of Edward I. to the present time ; describing the different 
periods at which they sent members, as is proved by the writs 
stiM extant , to which We shall also add, the name of such bo- 
roughs and towns as are so distinguished in their charters, and 
occur in the patent rolls and olber xecftrds, which were doubtless 
parliamentary boroughs in the tiipne of the Saxons, if not at later 
periods ; — though no returns are to be found at the present time : 
and which, if restored, wonhl emntitute a parliament nearly as 
numerous as the present borough representation, and the con- 
stituent body be infinitely more numerous and respectable : and 
we conceive they have an e<]|ial claim with all the other bo« 
roughs which have beet dteohtinued and restored. 



Counties. 


Boroughs. 




IHscontinued. 


Bedfordshire 


Dunstable 


4 Edward 3 


11 Edward 3 


Berkshire 


Newbury 


30 Edjiirard 1 


31 Edward 1 


Cambridgesh. Ely 


?S Edward I 


27 Edward 3 


Cornwall 


Polumn 


11 Edward 3 


12 Edward 3 


Cumberland 


Egremont 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 


Devonshire 


Bradnesham 


• e Edward 2 


7 Edward 2 




Crediton 


3^ Edward 1 


36 Edward 1 




Exmouth 


14 Edward 3 


15 JEdward 3 




Fremington 


6 Edward 3 


7 Edward 3 




Liddeford 


28 Edward 1 


30 Edward 1 




Modbury 


34 Edward 1 


35 Edward 1 




South Moulton 


30 Edward 1 


31 Edward I 




TeigniftOH^ 


U Edward 3 


15 Edward 3 




Torrington 


23 Edward I 


45 Edward 3 


Dorsetshire 


Blandford 


23 EdWard 1 


22 Edward 3 




Sherborn 


11 Edward 3 


12 Edward 3 


Essex 


Chelmsford 


11 Edward 3 


12 Edward 3 
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Couatiet. 


Borough*. 


Saminoaed, 




Hanpsbirf 


Alresford 


23 Edward 1 


35 Edwaid 1 




Alton 


23 Edward 1 


4 Edward 2 




Basiagstoke 


23 Edwaid 1 


4 Edward 2 




Farehaia 


34 Edwftrd 1 


36 Edward 1 . 




Odiham 


28 Edward 1 


36 Edward 1 




Overton 


23 Edward 1 


2 Edward 2 


Herefordahire 


Bromyard 


33 Edward 1 


34 Edwaid 1 




Ledbury 


23 Edward 1 


,34 Edward 1 




Ross 


33 Edward 1 


34 Edward 1 


Uertfordshive 


Berkhamstcad 


11 Edward 3 


15 Edward 3 




Sttrtefort 


4 Edward 2 


15 Edward 3 


Kent 


Greenwich 


4&5P.&M. 


6 P. & M. 




Tunbridge 


23 Edwaid 1 


24 Edwaid 1 


Lancashire 


Manchester 


Commonwea. 




Leicestershire Melton Mowbray 


11 Edward 3 


12 Edward 3 


Lincolashire 


Spalding 


11 Edward 3 


12 Edward 3 




Waynfleet 


11 Edwaid 3 


12 Edward 3 


Northumberl. 


> Bamberg 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 




Oorbigg 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 


Oxfordshire 


Burford 


34 Edward 1 


35 Edward 1 




Chipfing Norton 


28 Edward 1 


84 Edward 1 




Doddington . 


30 Edward 1 


34 Edward 1 




Witney 


33 Edward 1 


5 Edward 3 


Somersetshire Axbridge 


23 Edward 1 


17 Edward 3 




Chard 


28 Edward 1 


3 Edward 3 




Dnnster 


34 Edward 3 


35 Edward 3 




Glastonbury 


12 Edward 3 


13 Edward 3 


- 


Langport 


^ Edward 1 


36 Edward 1 




Montacute 


33 Edward 1 


34 Edward 1 




StdKO Gurcy ^ 


34 Edward 3 


35 Edwaid 3 




Watchet 


30 Edward 1 


31 Edward 1 




Were 


34 Edward 1 


36 Edward 1 


Saffolk 


Yarmouth Parva 


11 Edward 3 


12 Edward 3 


Sunrj County 


Famham 


4 Edward 2 


38 Henry 6 




Kingston uponTha. 4 Edward 2 


47 Edward 3 


WilUhire 


Bradford 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 
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Boroughs. 


Summoned. 


Discontinued. 


Wiltshire 


Mere 


23 Edward 1 


1 Edwaitl 2 




Highworth 


26 Edward 1 


27 Edward 4 


Worcestereb. 


Bromsgrove 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 




Dudley 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 




Kidderminster 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 




Pershore 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 


Yorkshire 


Doncaster 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 




Jervale 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 




Pickering 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 




Ravenser 


33 Edward 1 


12 Edward 3 




TykhoU 


23 Edward 1 


24 Edward 1 




Halifax 


Commonwea. 






Whitby 


Commonwea^ 






Leeds 


Commonwea. 




Calais in France 


27 Henry 8 


3 P. & M. 



In all sixty-eight boroughs which sent members to parliar 
ment in different reigns, and are now deprived of that invaluable 
right ; beside which we find ninety-seven other boroughs which 
have charters, and have roost probably sent members at some 
former period since the reign of Edward 1., but for which no 
summonses are to be found, though they were unquestionably 
parliamentary boroughs in the time of the Saxon monarchy, 
when every borough in Englasd was represented, as well as the 
rural tythings, who chose their representatives in the county 
courts. 



chanties. 



Berkshire 

Cambridgeshirie 

Chester 



Boroughs* 

Thatcham 

Wisbeach 

Altringham 

Congleton 

Macclesfield 

Middlewich 
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Boroaghs. 


Cornwall 


Botreanx Castle 




Croftbole 




Kilkhampton 




Mil brook 




Padstow 


Derby 


Bakewell 


' 


Chesterfield 


Devonsbire 


Bidyford 




Bampton 




Chadlington 




Chalyeley 




Cholraley 




Cornwortby 




Denbery 




Hartland 




Ilford Combe 




Keneford 




Kingsbridge 




Milverton 




Newton-Abbas 




Pepelford 


. 


Sampford Peverel 




Seal 




Twikebere 




Thalampton 


Dorsetshire 


Bere 




Winburnminster 




Milton 


Durbam 


Bernard's Castle 




Haitlepool 




Stockton 




Sauderland 


Essex 


Bradficld 




Rawleigh 


. 


Thaxted 


Gloucesteishin 


Ayening 



aia 
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CountiM 


Borougb». 


- 


Gloucestefsbire 


Berkley 

St. Berwalds 

Chipping Campden 

Cheltenham 

Frampton 

Letchlade 

Newnham 

Chipping Sodbiiry 

Tetbury 

Thornbury 

Wottoniinderidge 




Heiefordshiie 


Ewias Lacy 
Pembridge ' 
Wigmore 




Huntingdon 


Godmanchester 




Kent 


Deal 




Monmouthshire 


AbergaTenny 

Caerleon 

Chepstow 

Newport 

Uske 






Daventry 




. 


Rothewell 




Norfolk 


Bernay 




NorthumUilMNl 


Alnmouth 
Alnwick 
Harbottle 
Waromonth 




Salop 


Clebury 
Lidham 






Oswestry 


. 




Wortbam 






Worthing 




Somersetshim 


Somertoa 
Wellington 






WincMiiiMi 
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Co»ntln. 


Boroi^ght* 


SflODtraetftkire 


Yeovil) 


Southampton 


Porchetier 




RoMsey 




Wtatover 


Stafiordsbire 


Betely 








Talbvry 




WalaiU 


SoffoUL 


Biuigey 




Bttdesdale 




dare 




Mttdkaliam 


Smrrf 


LftBgliurtt 


Sn»0t 


Pof^onaey 


Wdtmkk 


BkmiBgiMM 




8tfatford-up#tt-Afon 


WtviwBmehmi 


KtndaH 


York 


Leeda 




Skelton 



815 



Lambert, in his perambulation of Kent, reckons near forty 
places in the Lath of St. Aagastine, under the denomination of 
boroughs, which being now villages we omit — as Brown Willis 
does several corporations in that and other counties, because he 
does not meet with them under the stile of ancient boroughs : 
and in Wales we meet with near twenty boroughs ; but as they 
are most of them included in the sheriff's precept for choosing 
the members of the shire towns, they will be found in the His- 
tory of the Welch representation. 

It may be concluded that all corporations or boroughs bad $,n 
inherent right to representation, if they had been desirous to 
have exerted it ; but as that franchise was formerly expensive, 
they no doubt industriously declined it. 

As Agmondesbam, Marlow, and Wendover^ in the county of 
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Buckingham, were restored upon petition to Parliament, on the 
4th May, 1624, to the privilege of 8^ndiDg representatives ; after 
having lost that right from the 2nd of Edward II. until the 21st 
of James I., a period of four hundred years : — we conceive the 
above boroughs to have an equal claim to the same justice. 

By the above tables it appears, that one hundred and sixty- 
four boroughs, exclusive of Calais in France, which formerly sent 
members to Parliament, are now disfranchised ; and that bo- 
roughs have been created and annihilated from the reign of Ed- 
ward I. to that of Charles II. inclusive, at the caprice of each 
successive monarch. We may here be allowed to ask the ene- 
mies of reform, whether the constitution would receive a greater 
injury from the disfranchisement of Old Sarum, Gatton, Castle 
Rising, or Midhorst, than it has at present sustained from the 
di$qualification of Leeds or Manchester? It svrriy becomes 
accessary to abolish the existing rotten boroughs ; ot, according 
to the argument of our opponents, to make the constitution 
complete, by restoring the one hundred mad sixly^ur which 
have been discontinued. 
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EQUAL REPRESENTATION 

•P 

THE PEOPLE 

IN THE 

TIME OF THE COMMONWEALTH: 

A List of the Parliament, consisting of the Knights of the Coan- 
ties, Citizens of the Cities, Bargesses of the Boroughs and 
Towns, and Barons of the Cinque Ports of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, began at Westminster^ Sept. 3, 16&4, and held to 
January 22, following, in which all the Rotten Boroughs were 
omitted. 



Bedfordshire 



Bedford Town 



Berkshire 



Abingdon 
Reading 



Sir William Boteler, knt. 
John Harrey, esq. 
Edmund Wingate^ esq. 
John Neal, esq. 
Samuel Bedford, esq. 
Bulstrode Whitlock, one of the 

Lords Commissioners of the 

Great Seal 
George Purefoy, esq. 
Edmund Dunch, esq. 
Sir Robert Pye, knt. 
John Dunch, esq. 
John Southby, esq. 
Thomas Holt, esq. 
Robert Hammond, esq. 
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Buckinghamshire 



BdckiDg^ham Town 
Aylesbury 
Chipping Wycombe 
Cambridgeshire 



Cambridge (Town) 

Cambridge (Univ.) 
Isle of my 



Cheshire 



/Chester (City) 
Cornwall 



Dnnheyed al» 
Launceston 



} 



Bulstrode Whitlock, one of the 
'Lords Commissioners of the 

Great Seal. 
Sir Richard Pigot, knt. 
Richard Ingbldsby, esq. 
Richard Greenville, esq. 
George Fleetwood, esq. 
T. Fmncis Ingc^sby, esq. 
Henry Phillips, esq. 
Thomas Scot 
John Desbrow, esq. 
Francis Russel, esq. 
Henry Pickering, esq. 
Robert Caste], esq. 
Richard Timbs, Alderman, of 

Cambridge 
Lord Henry Cromwell 
John Thurloe, esq., secretary of 

state 
George Glapth^m, esq. 
John Bradshaw, sergeant at law, 

Qirief Jottice of Chester 
SU George Booth> bart. 
Henry Brook, esq. 
John Crew, of Ukinton, esq. 
Charles Walley, esq. 
Thomas G<wen, esq. 
Anthony Nicholl, esq. 
Tbomaff Ceeley, esq. 
Richard Carter, esq. 
Anthony Rons, esq. 
Jtflieg Lanace, esq. 
Wnlter Bl^le, esq. 
Charles Boscawen, esq. 

Robert Bennet, esq. 
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Truro 


Francis Rons, esq. 


Penryn 


JohQ Fox, esq. 


Cumberland 


C|ierle« Howard, esq. 




William Brisco, esq. 


Carlisle (City) 


Colonel Thomas Fitch 


Derbyshire 


Nathaniel Barton, esq» 


' 


Thomas Sanders, esq« 


' 


Edwaid Gill, esq. 




John Gell, esq. 


Derby (Town) 


GerTaaa Bennet, esq. 


Devonshire 


Robert Roll, esq. 




Arthur Upton, esq. 




Thomas Reynell, esq. 




William Morris, esq. 




John tlale> esq. 




WiUiam Bastard, esq. 




WUliam Fiy, esq. 




Thomas Sanders, esq. 


^ 


Sir John Northcot, hart. 




Henry ilatsel, esq. 




John Quick, esq. 


Exeter (City) 


Thomas Bamfield, esq. 




Tboow Gibbons, esq. 


Plymouth 


ChrifttopberCeeley, merchant 




WiUiaro Yeo, esq. 


Dartmouth 


Tbomas Boon, esq. 


Clift. Hard. 




Totness 


John Desbrowe, esq., one of th 




Generics at Sea 


Barnstable 


John Doddridge, esq. 


TiFertoa 


R«b^ Shapcot 




Kajior John Blackmore 


Honiton 


Sir John Young, knt. 


Dorsetshire 


WiUiam Sydenham, esq. 


* 


John Bingham, esa. 




Sir Walter E^rl, knt. 



11 



21 
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Dorchester 
Weymoath and 
Melcombe Reg^s 
Ljme Regis 

Pool 

Durham 

Durham (City) 
Essex 



Maiden 
Colchester 



Gloucestershire 



] 



John Fitzjames, esq. 
John Trenchard, esq. 
Heary Henley, esq. 
John Whiteway> esq. 

Dennis Bond, esq. 



Gloucester (City) 



Edmund Prideaux, esq. attorney- 
general. 

Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper, knt. 
and hart. 10 

Col. Robert Lilborne 

George lilburn, esq. 

Anthony 8mith, mercer 3 

Sir William Masham, bait. 

Sir Richard Everard, bart. 

Sir Thomas Honeywood, knt. 

Sir Thomas Bowes, knt. 

Henry Mildmay, esq. 

Thomas Coke, esq. 

Garew Mildmay» esq. 

Dionysius Wakering, esq. 

Edward Turner, esq. 

Richard Cutts, esq. 

(Miyer Raymond, esq. 
Herbert Pelham, esq. 
Joachim Matthews 
Col. John Barkstead, Lieutenant 

of the Tower 
John Maidstone, esq. 15 

George Berkley, esq. 
Matthew Hale, one of the J«Btices 

of the Common Bench 
John How, esq. 
Christopher Guise, esq. 
Sylvanus Wood, esq. 
William Lenthall, esq. master of 

the rolls 
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Gloucester 
Tewkesbory 
Cirencester 
Herefordshire 



Hereford 
Leominster 
Hertfordshire 



St. AIban'8 
Hertford 
Huntingdonshire 



Huntingdon 
Kent 



Canterbury 



Thomas Pury) senior, esq. 

Sir Anthbny Ashley Cooper, bart. 

John Stone, esq. Q 

John Scadamore, esq. 

John Pateshal, esq. 

John Flacket, esq. 

Richard Read, esq. 

Bei^iet Hoskins, esq. 

J6hn%irch, esq. 6 

Henry Ki^rence, Lord President 

William, Earl of Salisbury 

Sir John Wittewrong, knt. 

Sir Richard Lucy, knt. and bart. 

Thomas Nicholl, esq. 

Alban Cox, esq. 

Isaac Pnlter, esq. 7 

Edward Montague, esq. one of 

his Highness's Council 
Henry Cromwell, the younger, of 

Ramsey, esq. 
Stephen Phesant, esq. 
John Bernard, esq. 4 

William James, esq. 
John Dixwell, esq. 
John Boys, esq. 
Sir Henry Vane, senior, knt. 
Ralph Weldon, esq. 
Lambert Godfrey, esq. 
Richard Beal, esq. 
Henry Oxinden, esq. 
Agustine Skinner, esq. 
Daniel Shatterden, esq. 
John Seyliard, junior, esq. 
Thongs Scot^ esq. 



PART II. you IV. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



322 



EQUAL REPREflSNTATION IN THE [Al^. 



Rocbester 

Maidstone 
Qaeenborovg^h 
Lancashire 



Preston in Amound 
Laneatter 
Liverpool 
Manchester 
Leicetitrshire 



LMcester 



Lincolnshire 



Lincoln 
Boston 
Grantham 
Stamford 
Qreat Grimsby 
Middlesex 



Franeis Butcher 

John Parker, esq., Recotdet 

Mtn Banks, jan.» ^nt* 

Attf nstiife Garland, esq. 16 

Riphard Holland, esq. 

Gilbert Ireland, esq. 

Riobard Standisb, esq. 

William Asbarst, esq. 

Ridiard Sbnttlewortb 

Henry Porter, esq. 

Thomas Birch, sen., esq. 

Ckarles Worsley, esq. 8 

Thomas Beaumont, esq. 

Henry, Earl of Stamford 

Thomas, Lord Grey, of Grooby 

Thomas Pochin, esq. 

Sir Arthur Hasilrig 

William Stanley, gent, and AI« 

diraum of the Borough, 6 

Edward Rossiter, esq. 
Thomas Hall, esq. 
Tbonito Lister, esq. 
Chades Hall, esq. 
Fmiiots Clinton, esq. 
AMeiman. Finis 
Thomas Hatcher, esq. 
William Wooley, esq. 
William Savile, esq. 
WHIiadn Welby, esq. 
John Wny, esq. 
WiHI«m Marshal, Alderman, 
Willnm Ellis, esq. 
WtlKam fiury, sen., esq. 
Johi^ Weaver, esq. 

William Wray, esq. 16 

Sir William Robert!/ kttt^ 
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Westminster 
London 



Monmouthshire 
Norfolk 



Norwich 
Lynn Regis 

Great YarmovUli 
Northcmiptonshire 



Josiall Beroers» esq. 

SirJEatnes Harrington, knt. and 

bari. 
BShntiid Hai-vey, esq. 
Thonlat Latham, esq. 
Thdnat Fauconbridge, esq. 
Thomad Foot, Alderman 
^TilKam Hieel, Sergeant at Law, 

Reconkr 
TlMnmB Adams, esq. 
Jalia Langham, esq. 
Samiel Arery, esq. 
Aadnew Riccard, esq. 12 

Richard, Lord Cromwell 
Colonel Fhilip Jones % 

Sir Jdin Hobart, bart. 
Sir Winiam Doyley, knt. 
j^r Ralf>& Hare, bart. 
tiiMiias Weld, esq. 
Robert Wihon, esq. 
Thomas Sotherton, esq. 
Fhilip Woodhouse, esq. 
Robert Wood, sen., esq. 
PhiKp Bedingfield, sen., esq. 
Tohiaa Frere, esq. 
Bemaid, Church, esq. 
John Hobart, esq. 
PhiHp Skippon, one of the coun- 

eH 
Oeybon Goddard, esq., record 

there 
Cobnel William Goffe 
Thomas Dun, gent. 16 

Sir Gilbert Pickering, bart.> one 

of his Highnesses Council 
John Crew» sen., esq. 
y2 
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Peterborough 

Northampton 
Northumberland 



Newcastle on Tyne 
Berwiek on Tweed 
Nottinghamshire 



Nottingham 
Oxfordshire 



Oxford City 



Oxford University 
Woodstock 
Rutlandshire 



Salop 



Sir John Norwich, knt. and bart. 
^ John Cleypooli sen.> esq. 
Sir John Dryden, bart. 
Thomas Brook, esq. 
HHmphrey Orm> esq. 
Alexander Blake, esq. 
T. Peter Whalley, gent. 
William Fenwick, esq. 
Robert Fenwick, esq. 
Henry Ogle, esq. 
Sir Arthur Hasilrig, bart. 
George Fenwick, esq. 
William Pierpont, esq. 
Edward Whalley, esq. 
Edward Nevill, esq. 
Charles White, esq. 
James Chadwick, esq.- 
John Mason, gent. 
Robert Jenkinson, esq. 
Charles Fleetwood, Iieat.«Gen. 

of Ireland 
Colond James Whitlock 
Nathaniel Fines, esq. 
William Lbnthall, esq. 

Speaker 
Bulstrode Whitlock, one of the 

Lords Commissioners of the 

Great Seal 
John Owen, D.D. 
Lieut«-Gen. Charles Fleetwood 
William Shield, esq. 
Edward Horseman, esq. 
Humphrey Mackworth, sen., esq. 
Thomas Mitton, esq. 
Robert Corbet, esq. 
Philip Yong, esq. 
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Shrewsbury 


Richard Cheshire, gent. 




Humphrey Mackworth, sen., 




. gent. 


Bridgenorth 


William Crown, esq. 


Ludlow 


John Aston, gent. 


Sotnersetshir^ 


Sir John Horner, knt. 




John Buckland, esq. 




General John Desborough 




John Preston, esq. 




John Harrington, esq. 




John Ash, esq. 




Charles Steynin'gs, esq. 




Robert Long, esq. 




Richard Jones, esq. 




Thomas Hi ppesley, esq. 




Samuel Perry, esq. 


Bristol 


Robert Altlwortb, esq. 




Miles Jackson, esq. 


Bath 


Colonel Alexander Popham 


Wells 


Lislebone Long, esq. 


Taunton 


Thomas George, esq. 




John Georges, esq. 


Bridgewater 


Colonel Robert Blake 


Southampton County 


Richard, Lord Cromwell 




Ricbard Norton, esq. 




Richard Major, esq. 




John St. Barbe, esq. 




Robert Wallop, esq. 




Francis Rivet, esq. 




Edward Hooper, esq. 




John Bulkley, esq. 


Winchester 


John Hildesiey, esq. 


Southampton 


John Lisle, one of the Lords 




Commissioners of the Great 




Seal, and Recorder of the said 




Town. 



18 
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Portsmouth 


Nathaniel Whetham, esq. 


Ani^rtT 


John Duns, of Hurstley, esq. 


Isle of Wight 


Colonel William Sydenham, one 




of his Higbness's Coaneil 




Lord Lysle, one of the Commis<* 




missioners of the Greet Seal 14 


Staffordshire 


Sir Charles Wolseley, hart. 




Thmnas Crompton, esq. 




Thomas Whitgrave, esq. 


litchfield 


Thomas Minors, esq. 


Stafford 


John Bradshaw, esq., Sergeant 




at Law 


Newcastle-under-Line 


Edward Keeling, gent. 6 


Snffolk 


Sir Thomas Barnardiston, knt. 




Sir WilKam Spring, hart. 




Sir Thomas Beddingfield, knt. 




William Bloys, esq. 




John Gurdun, esq. 




William Gibbs, esq. 




John Brandling, esq. 




Alexander Bence, esq. 




John SickWmore, esq. 




Thomas Bacon, esq. 


Ipswich 


Nathaniel Bacon, eaq. 




Francis Bacon, esq. 


St. Edmunds' B017 


Samuel Moody, esq. 




John Clark, esq. 


Dunwich 


Robert Brewster 


Sudbury 


John Fothergill, esq. 16 


Surry 


Sir Richard Onslow, knt. 




John Lambert, Major-Geneia) 




Arthur Onslow, esq. 




Francis Drake, esq. 




Robert Holman, esq. 




Robert Wood, esq. 


Southwark 


Samuel Highland^ esq. 
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Robert Warcap» esq. 


Guildford 


Richard Hiiler, gent. 


Rygate 


Edward Bisbe, esq. 


Sussex 


Herbert Morlej, esq. 




Jobn Stapley, esq. 




John Fagg, esq. 




WiUiam Hay, esq. 




Jobn Pelham, esq. 




Anthony Stapeley, esq. 




Sir Thomas Pelham, hart. 




Francis* Lord Dacres 




Herbert Sprungat, esq. 


Ohicbeiter 


H«My Peckham, esq., Recorder 


Lewes 


Henry Shelley, esq. 


East Grinsted 


John Goodwin, esq. 


Arundel 


Anthony Shirley, esq. 


Warwickshire 


Richard Lucy, esq. 




Thomas Willoughby, esq. 




Sir Richard Temple, bart. 




William Purefoy, esq. 


Cofentiy 


William Purefoy, esq. 




Robert Beak, esq. 


Warwick 


Richard Lucy, esq. 


Westmoreland 


Christopher Lister, esq. 




Jevemy Baynes, esq. 


Wiltshire 


Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper> 




bart. 




Alexander Popham> esq. 




Thomas Grove, esq. 




Alexander Thistlethwaite, esq; 




Francis Hollis, esq. 




John Ernly, esq. 




William York, esq. 




John Norden, esq. 




James Ash^ esq. 




Gabriel Martin^ esq. 


NewSaram 


Edward Tooker, esq. 



11 



13 
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William Stevens^ esq.. Recorder 


- 


there 


Marlborough 


Lieut.-geu. Charles Fleetwood 


Devizes 


Edward Baynton, esq. 14 


Worcestershire 


Sir Thomas Rous, hart. 




Edward Pitt, esq. 




Nicholas Lechmere, esq. 




John Bridges, esq. 




Talbot Badger, esq. 


Worcester 


William Collins, esq. 




Edward Elvines, esq., Alderman 7 


Yorkshire 


Thomas, Lord Fairfax 


West Riding 


John Lambert, esq., one of his 




Highness's Conncil 




Henry Tempest, esq. 




John Bright, esq. 




Edward Gill, esq.' 


- 


Martin Lister, esq. 


East Riding 


Sir William Strickland, bart. 


* 


Walter Strickland, esq., on« of 




his Highnesses Council 




Hugh Bethel, esq. 




Richard Robinson, esq. 


North Riding 


George, Lord Eure. 




Francis Lascelles, esq. 




Themas Harrison, esq. 




George Smithson, esq. 


, York 


Sir Thomas Widdrington, one of 




the Commissioners of the Great 




Seal 




Thomas Dickenson, Alderman 


Kingston-on-Hull 


William Lister, esq. 


Beverley 


Francis Thqrp, one of the Barons 




of the Exchequer 


Scarborough 


John Wildman, esq. 


Richmond 


John Wastal, esq. 


JLeeds 


Adam Bayns, esq. 


Halifax 


Jeremy Bentley, gent. 22 
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Cinque Ports 
Dover 
Sandwich 
Rye 



'William Cullen, esq, 
Thomas Kelsey, esq, 
Herbert Morley, esq. 



WALES- 



3-2D 



Anglesea County 

Brecknockshire 

Cardiganshire 

Caermarthenshire 

Caernarvonshire 

Denbighshire 

FHntshire 

Glamorganshire 



Cardiff 
Merionethshire 
Montgomeryshire 

Pembrokeshire 

Haverford-West 
'Radnorshire 



George Twisleton, esq. 
William Foxwist, esq. 
Henry, Lord Herbert 
Edmund Jones, esq. 
James Phillips, esq. 
Jenkin Lloyd, esq. 
John Cleypool, esq. 
Rowland Dawkins, esq. 
John Glynn, esq., Sergeant at 

Law 
Thomas Mostyn, esq. 
Colonel Simon Thelwall 
Colonel John Carter ' 
John Trevor, esq. 
Andrew Ellis, esq. 
Philip Jones, esq., one of his 

Highness's Council 
Edmund Thomas, esq. 
John Price, esq. 
John Vaoghan, esq. 
Sir John Price, bart. 
Charles Lloyd, esq. 
Sir Erasmus Phillips 
Arthur Owen, esq. 
John Upton, esq. 
Geore^e Gwynn, esq. 
Haiiiy William, esq. 



25 
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SCOTLAND. 



1. COUNTIES. 



Ross> Sutherland, and 




' Cromarty 


Doctor Thomas Cleaigies 1 


Inverness 


Colonel Thomas Fitch 1 


Bamff 


Master Alexander Douglas, f sq. 1 


Aberdeen 


Colonel William Mitchel 1 


Forfar and Kincardine 


Colonel David Barclay, of Urie 1 


Fife and Kinross 


Sir John Wemys, of Bongie 1 


Perth 


9kx Edward Rhodes, one of his 




Highness's Council I 


Linlithgow, Stirling, and 




Clackmannan 


Master Godfrey Rhodes> esq. 1 


Dumbarton, Argyll, and 


' 


Bute 


Master John Lockhart, esq. 1 


Ayr and Renfrew 


Williaai, Lord Cochrane, of Dun- 




donald 1 


Lanark 


Colonel William Lockhart, of 




Lee, one of his Highneii's 




Council 1 


Mid-Lothian 


Samuel Desborow, esii., o«a of 




hii Highness's Council 1 


Merct 


John Swinton, of Swinton, esq.. 




one ef his Highness's Council 1 


Roxburgh 


Master lUr, of Newton, esq« 1 


Selkirk and Peebles 


HoBiy Wfaalley, Judg0 Advoi^ta 




of the armies in England and 




SeoUaod 1 


Dumfries 


Geoife Smith, esq.V^one of the 




Jodgen in Scotland 1 


Wigton 


KrJ^MS Mac Dowel, kit« 1 


East Lothian 


Min,S«fIofTweedale 1 
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2. BOROUGHS. 

Dennobb, Tayn, Inverness, 

Dingwall, Nairn, Elgin, 

and Farras Master Robert Wo«6^j, Coqm \ 

missary of Ayrshire 1 

Bamffand Aberdeen C#Jon«l Stephen Vintbropegesse, 

of Aberdeen 1 

Forfor, Dundee, Arbroth» 

Montrose, and Buchan S&r Alei^ander Wedderburn 1 

Linlithgow, Perth, Queen's 

Ferry, Culross, and Ster- 
ling Colonel Henry Markbam 1 
St. Andrews, Dysart, Kirk- 

aldy, Cupar, Anstru* 

ther-East, Anstruther*- 

West, Pittenween, Crail, 

Damfermling, Kingborn, 

Inner-Kething,KilreBny, 

and Bruntislaod Colaael Nathaniel Wetham 1 

Edinbargfa City Right Hon. Lord Broghil, Presi- 

dent of his Higbness's Council 
k Soothtnd 
Andirew Ramsey, Lord ProTost of 
Edinbargh H 

Lanark, Glasgow, Rathisr* 

glen, Rothsay, Renfrew, 

Ayr, Irwyn, and Dom«* 

barton Gtorge Tf rbrax, esq. . 1, 

Dumfries, Sanclare, Lock- 

maben, Annand,WigtOQ, 

Kircudbright, Whiter 

horn, and Gallowry Colonel Salmon <1 

Peebles, Selkirk, Jedbiutgb* 

Lauder, North B«iFwicks 

Dunbar, and Hading^* CW^ff^Downing, e«q. . 1 
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IRELAND. 

1. COUNTIES. 



Meath and Lowth John Fowk, esq: 




William Astoo, esq. 


2 


Kildare and Wicklow Sir Hardress Waller 




Anthony Morgan, esq. 


2 


Dublin John Bysse, esq., Recorder of 




Dublin 


1 


Dublin City Richard Tighe, esq.. Mayor of 




Dublin 


1 


Carlow, Wexford^ Kilken- 




ny, and Queen's County Thomas Sadler> esq. 


1 


Daniel Redman, esq. 


1 


Westmeath, Longford, and 




King's County Sir Theophilus Jones, 




Henry Owen, esq. 


2 


Down, Antrim, and Ar- 




magh Colonel Thomas Cooper 




Lieut.-Colonel James Trayle 


2 


Derry, Donegal, and Ty- 




rone Tristram Beresford, esq. 




Thomas Newburgh, esq. 


2 


Cavan, Fermanneh, and 




Monaghan Richard Blayney, esq. 


1 


Kerry, Limerick, and Clare Sir Hardress Waller 




Henry Ingoldsby, esq^ 


2 


Cork Roffer Boyle, esq. 




LordBroghil 


2 


tipperary and Waterford Sir John Reynolds 




Daniel Abbot, esq. 


2 


Sligo, Roscommon, and 




Leitrim Sir Robert King 




John Bridges, esq. 


2 


Galway and Mayo Sir Charles Coot 




Lieutenant-Colonel John Bret 


a 
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2. TOWNS. 



Carrickferg^os and Belfast John Davis, esq, 
Derry and Colerane Ralph Kin^, esq. 

Limerick and Killmallock Walter Waller, esq. 
Cork and Youghal WiHiam Jephson, esq. 

Bandon and Kinsale Vincent Gookyn, esq. 

Waterford and Clonmel William Halsey, esq. 



A second Parliament, similar to the abore^was assembled tke 
17th ef September, 1656, and continued sitting^ to June 26, 
1657. It was dissolred the 4th of February following^. 
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No. VIL 
^ ^iat of fbt $bptsikm 

OF THE 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 

FROM THE REIGN OF KING HENRY III. TO THE PRESENT TIME; 

TOGETHER WITH THE NAME OF THE PLACE THET 

REPRESENTED IN PARLIAMENT. 



King Henry JIL 

Tear. Name. Plac« retarned for. 

1260 Petre de Montfort 
Jobanoes Tiptoft 

King Edward /• 
No speaker's name to be foand upon 
record* 

King Edward IL 
1326 William Trussell 

is said to have been speaker in Par- 
liament on the Deposition of Edward 
XL, 1326. 

King Edward IIL 
1332 Sir Henry fieanmont 
1883 Scroopc 

1376 Sir Peter de la Mare Herefordshire 

supposed to be the first regular 
speaker 
1387 Sir Thomas Hungerford * Wiltshire 

Hakewell expressly says he was the 
first named speaker on record. 
King Richard IL 

1377 Sir Petre de la Mare Herefordshire 
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Year, 



Kame. 



Place returned for. 



1378 


Sir James Pickering* 




Westmoreland 


1380 
1381 


> Sir John GoIdsboroQgh 




Essex 


1382 


Sir Iiichard Waldegrave 




Suffolk 


1386 


Sir James Pickering 




Westmoreland 


1494 


^ 






1307 


>Sir John Bushey 




Lincolnshire 


1398. 


) Hakewell says he was presented to 






the King in full Parliament 


by the 






Commons, the first we find 


so pre- 






sented ; he was a special minion to 






the King. 








King Henry IV. 






1399 


Sir John Chiney 




Gloucestershire 




he growing infirm and unable to 






serve. 








John DorwooJ, esq. 




Essex 




was delegated to serve in his 


place 




1400 


Sir Arnold Savage 




Kent 


1403 


Sir Henry Rediford 




Lincolnshire 


1404 


Sir Arnold Savage (again) 




Kent 


1405 


Sir William Esturmy 

Do. the same year 




Devonshire 




Sir John Chiny 




Corawall 




also appears as speaker in this Par- 






liament 






1406 


Sir John Tiptoft 




Huntingdonshire 


1408 1 


1 






1409 


>> Thomas Chancer^ esq. 




Oxfordshire 


1412 J 


1 

King Henry F. 






1413 


William Stourton, esq. 




Dorsetshire 




but he being sick. 








John Dorword, esq. 




Essex 




was chosen in his room 






1414 


Walter Hungerford, esq. 




Wiltshire 




z2 
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rear. 


Kame. 


place retnrMd for. 


1415 


Thomas Chaucer, esq. 


Oxfordshire 




Richard Redman, esq. 


Yorkshire 




Sir Walter Beauchamp 


Wiltshire 


1416^ 


1 




1417 1 


-Roger Flower, esq. 


Rutlandshire 


1419- 


1 




1421 


Richard Banyard, esq. 

King Henry VI. 


Essex 


1422 


Roger Flower, esq. (again) 


Rutlandshire 


1423 


John Russell, esq. ' 


Herefordshire 


1425 


Sir Thomas Wanghton 


Bedfordshire 


1426 


Richard Vernon, esq. 


Derbyshire 


1428 


John Tyrrel, esq. 


Essex 


1430 


William Atlington, esq. 


Cambridgeshire 


1431 


John Tyrrel, esq. (ag^in) 


Essex 


1432 


John Russell, esq. (again) 


Herefordshire 


1433 


Roger Hunt, esq. 


Huntingdonshire 


1436 


John Bowes, esq. 

Here the records being imperfect, it 
is presumed he sat for Northumber- 
land. 




1430 


Sir John Tyrrel 

(for a third and fourth time) 


Essex 




William Boerley, esq. 


Shropshire 


1440 


William Tiesham, esq. 


Northamptonsh. 


1445 


William Boerley, esq.— ^(again) 


Shropshire 


1447 


William Tresham, esq.-— (again) 


Northamptonsh. 


1449 


John Say, esq. 


Cambridgeshire 


1450 


John Fopham, esq. 
bat he excusing himself. 


Hampshire 




William Tresham, esq. . 


Northamptonsh. 




(a third time) was chosen 




1451 


Sir William Oldhall 


Herefordshire 


1453 


Thomas Thorpe, esq. 


Essex 




Do. Do. 

He was arrested in execution at 
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Year, 



Kame. 



riace returned for. 



the suit of the Duke of York, he- 

tween two sessions of Parliament : 

wherein the opinions of the Judges 

being demanded hy the Lords, the 

Judges answered, it belonged not 

vnto them to judge of the liberties 

of Parliament : whereupon (without 

them) it was adjudged that he was 

not to hare priyilege, which was 

signified to the Commons by some 

of the Lords, and the King's plea- 
sure for present choosing of a new 

speaker, was declared unto them ; 

whereupon, they forthwith chose 
1453 Sir Thomas Charleton Middlesex 

1455 Sir John Wenlock Bedfordshire 

1450 William Tresham, esq. (a fourth time) Northamptonsb. 
1460 John Green, esq. Essex 

King Edward IF. 
1460 Sir James Strangeways Yorkshire 

1462 7 
IdGSi S ^^^^ ^*^' **^* " Hertfordshire 

1472 William Allington, esq. Cambridgeshire 

1477 Do. Lincolnshire 

1782 John Wode, esq. Sussex 

Kins Richard III. 
1483 William Catesby, esq. Northamptonsb* 

In these times the Lord Chancellor, speaker of the Lords* 
House (being for the most part a bishop) took a text out o^ 
the Scripture, or some other theme, and grounded his oration 
thereupon ; therein declaring the cause of the summons of the 
Parliament, and in conclusion thereof, as the use now is, de- 
clared to the House of Commons the King's pleasure, that they 
should repair to their house and make choice of a speaker, not 
naming any day when they should present him ; (as is now 
used ;) and when the Commons had chosen their speaker^ they 
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sent up some of their house to the Lords, to desire them to in- 
timate to the King, that they had made their choice of a speaker, 
not naming whom, and to move the King to appoint a time 
when they should present him, and 'commonly the King having 
been formerly spoken unto) the day agreed upon by the King 
was declared unto them. At the day appointed, the Commons 
presented their speaker, who prayed that be might be excused, 
but his excuse not being admitted, he maketh the common pro- 
testations touching his own mistakes, without any petitions in 
the behalf of the Commons, as is now usual. 



Tear. 



King Henry VIL 

Name. 



1485 Thomas Love], esq. 

1488 John Mordaunt, efiq. 

1489 Sir Thomas Fitz William 
1402 Richard Empsom, esq. 

1496 Sir Reginald Bray 



Robert Drury, esq. 
1497 Thomas Englefield, esq. 
1504 Edmund Dudley, esq. 

King Henry VIII* 
1509 Sir Thomas Englefield— (again) 
1512 Sir Thomas Sheffield 
1514 Sir Thomas Neville — (supposed) 

, - -V . ^ Sir Thomas More 

15245 

1530 Sir Thomas Audley— (supposed) 

No speaker named in the records ©r 
chronicles, in the years 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26, and 27, of the reign of 
Henry Vlll. 

1587 Richard Rich, esq. 

afterwards made Lord Chancellor, 
and created a Baron; the first that 



Place returned for. 

c Northamptonsh. 
\ or Oxfordshire 

Bedfordshire 

Yorkshire 

Northamptonsh. 
r Bed fo rash ire, or 
i Northamptonsh. 

Sussex 

Berkshire 

Staffordshire 

Berkshire 

Lincolnshire 

Kent 
( Middlesex, or 
^ Lancashire 

Essex 



Essex 
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Y%u, Name. Place returned for. 

is recorded to have made a request 

for access to the King* 
1540 Sir Nicholas Hare Norfolk 

1542 Thomas Moyle, esq. Kent 

and so continued all the rest of this 

reign : the first that is recorded to 

have made petition for freedom of 

speech ;— the petition for privilege 

from arrest is of a later date ; but it 

appears in the first of Henry IV. that 

Sir John Cheney, then speaker, made 

a general request, that the Com- 
mons might enjoy their ancient pri« 

vileges and liberties, not naming 

any liberty in particular ; and he is 

noted to be the fii*st that is recorded 

to have made that r^^quest — but 

they all make the usual request or 

protestation touching themselves. 

In the latter end of the reign of 

King Henry VIll. there is no men- 
tion made in the Parliament Roll 

of the presenting of any speaker, 

nor in the time of Edward VI. or 

Queen Mary; but the memoirs of 

the speaker*s names, of those later 

times, is only presented in the 

journals of both Houses. 
King Edward VL 
1547 Sir John Baker Huitingdonshire 

1553 James Dyer, «sq. Cambridgeshire 

Queen Mary I. 

1553 John Pollard, esq. Oxfordshire 

1554 Robert Brooke, esq. London City 

Recorder of London, and member of 
Parliament for that city, was chosen 
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Year, Name. 

speaker : be is the first instance of 
any person, that was otherwise than 
a knight of a shire, being elected to 
this honourable office 

1555 Clement Higham, esq. 

1556 John Pollard, esq. — (again) 

1558 William Cordell, esq. 

Queen Elizabeth. 

1559 Sir Thomas Gargrave 

learned in the laws, and one of the 
Queen*s Council in the North ; he 
first made the four requests, ever 
since, and now usually, made by 
most speakers, as appears by his 
oration — 
First, for free access to the Queen 
Secondly, liberty of speech 
Thirdly, for privilege from arrests 
Fourthly, that his mistakes might net 
prejudice the Hous^ 
1563 Thomas Williams, esq. 
died in 1566, and 
Richard Onslow, esq* 
was chosen in his room 

1571 Christopher Wrey, esq. 

1572 Robert Bell, esq. 

made a Baron of the Excheqner in 
1581, when 
John Popham, esq. 
was chosen in his place 

> John Puckering, esq. 
1586 3 . 

1589 Thomas ^n^gg, esq. 

1592 Edward Coke, esc|. 

1597 Christopher YelvertoUi esq. 

1601 John Crook, esq. 



Place nturned for 



W. Looe> Cornw. 
Chippenham 

Essex 

Yoi^sbire 



Exeter 

Steyning, Sus^ 

Ludgershall 
Lynn Regis, Nor. 

Bristol 

r Bedford 
( Gatton 

Bedford 

Norfolk 

NorthamptODsh. 

London 
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Ye«r. 



Kame. 



Place returned for. 





King James 1. 


- 


1603 


Edward Phillips, esq. 


S^Huersetshire 


1614 


Randolph Crew, esq. 

No records of this Parliament are to 
be found, but it is presumed be sat 
for Brackley, Northamptonshire , 




1620 


Thomas Richardson, esq. 


St. Alban*8, Herts 


1623 


Thomas Crew, esq. 


Aylesbury 


1625 


Sir Thomas Crew — (again) 


Gatton 


1626 


Sir Heneage Finch 


London 


1628 


Sir John Finth 


Canterbury 


1640 


John Glanvill^, esq. 


Bristol 


1641 


William Lenthall, esq. 
and continued till 1653. 
Commonwealth* 


Woodstock, Ox. 


1653 


Francis Rous, esq. 


DeTonshire 


1654 


William Lenlhal, esq.— (again) 


Oxfordshire 


1656 


Sir Thomas Widdrington 


York 


1659 


Chaloner Chute, sen., esq. 
died in the same year 


Middlesex 




Sir Lislebone Long 


WeUs 




died in the same year 






Thomas Bampfylde, esq. 


Exeter 




King Charles 11. 




1660 


Sir Harbotlle Grimestone 


Colcheater 


1661 


Sir Edward Turner, bart. 


Hertford 


1673 


Sir Job Charlton, hart. 

but he desiring leare to resign on 
account of his health. 


Ludlow, Salop 




Edward Seymonr, esq. 


Hind<»r Wilts. 




was elected in his place. Resigned 






through indisposition 




1678 


Sir Robert Sawyer 
Resigned through indisposi^on 


Wycombe 




Sir Edward Seymour, bayt.— (again) 
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Tear. Name. 


Place retnnied for. 


167S Sir Edward Seymour, baft. 


Devonshire 


was a^ain chosen in the next Parlia- 




ment, convened March 6tfa ; but the 




King not approving^ of him, and the 




Parliament being thereupon pro- 




roguedy 




Sergeant William Gregory 


Weobly, Herts. 


was appointed 




1679 ^ ^.jj.^jjj Williams, esq. 
16803 ^ 


Chester 


1681 Again— March 21. 


Oxfonl 


King James IL 




1685 Sir John Trevor 


Denbigh 


King William III. Sf Queen Mary IL 




1689 Henry Powell, esq. 


Windsor, Berks. 


1690 Sir John Trevor— (again) 


Yarmouth (Hants 


On the 20th March, 1694, he was 




. expelled the House and the chair. 




for taking a gratuity after the act for 




the benefit of Orphans had passed 




1694 Paul Foley, esq. 


Hereford 


King William III. 




1695 Paul Foley, esq — (again) 


Hereford 


1696 Paul Foley, esq.— (again) 


Hereford 


1698 Sir Thomas Lyttleton, bart. 


Woodstock 


1701 J^''^^"'"^'^^^''^'** 


New Radnor 


Queen Anne. 




1702 Robert Harley, esq.— (again) 




1705 John Smith, esq. 


Southampton 


1708 Sir Richard Onslow, bart. 


Surry 


1710 William Bromley, esq. 


Oxford Univers. 


1713 Sir Thomas Hanmer, bart. 


Suffolk 


Kituf Gt&rge L 
SThe Honourable Spencer Compton 




Sussex 
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Year. Name. Place retorned for. 

King George IL 
1727 ^ 
1735/ 

1741^ Arthur Onslow, esq. 

1747 

1754 

King George III. 
1761 K. , . ^ 

ITfift \ ^*** ^^*' 

On accouBt of indisposition be re- 
signed, January 17th, 1770 

1770 i 

1774^ 

1780 Charles Wolfran Cornwall, esq. 

1784 Do. Do. — (again) 

1789 Jan. 5. William Wyndham Grenville, 
esq. 

1789 May 8. H«'nry Addington, esq. 

1796 Do. Do. 

Resigned December 10, 1801 

1801 Dec. 1 1. Sir John Mitford, knt. 

Resigned Feb. 8, 1802 

1802 Feb. 10. Charles Abbot, esq. 
Nov. 16. Do. Do. 

1806 Do. Do. 

1807 Do. Do. 
1812 Do. Do. 



? Sir Fletcher Norton, knt. 



Surry 



Grantham, lin. 



Guildford 

Winchelsea, Sus. 

Rye 

Buckinghamsb. 

Devizes 



Beeralston 

Helston 
Woodstock 

Do. 
Oxford Univers. 

Do. 
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No. VIII. 
^litiixm of ibt lUfD«( 

RELATING TO 

THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS 

OF 

PARLIAMENT. 

Issuing of Writs under a General Election. 

When a new Parliament is to be summoned, a warrant, 
sig^ned by the king^, with the advice of bis privy .council, is di- 
rected to the lord chancellor, commanding him to issue under 
the gfreat seal so many writs as have been usual and customary 
for the purpose of calling a new Parliament* 

These writs are made out accordingly by the clerk of the 
crown. 

When any new Parliament shall be called, there shall be forty 
days between the teste and return of the writs, and the writs 
shall issue with as much expedition as may be. And as well 
upon calliug a new Parliament, as in the case of any vacancy, 
the writs shall be delivered to th^ proper officer ^ and to no other 
person. 

And he shall endorse thereon the day he received it, and forth- 
with make out precepts to each borough, town corporate, port, 
or place within his jurisdiction, where any member is to be 
elected, and within three days after the receipt of the writ, shall, 
by himself or agent, deliver or cause to be delivered, the precept 
to the proper officer of eveiy borough, town corporate, port^ or 
place to whom the execution of any precept doth belong or ap- 
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pertaiD^ and to no other person wbatsoeyer, and such officer* 
(npon the back of the same precept) shall endorse the day •f^ 
the receipt thereof in the presence of the party from whom he> 
received such precept, and shall forthwith cause pnhlic notice tO: 
be given of the time and place of election, and shaH proceed to 
•lection thereupon within the space of eight days next after his 
receipt of the same precept, and give four days notice at least, 
of the day appointed for the election. 

Issuing, of Writs on a Vacancy during a Sitting. 

By a resolution of the House, 18th March, 1800-1, no Writ to 
be issued during sittings but under warrant from the House ^ 
first directed to the clerk of the crown. 

Filling of Vacancies during a Recess. 

The speaker is to issue his warrant during a recess, for mak- 
ing out writs for electing members to serve in the room of those 

* In the case of Milbourn Port, in 1775, where there were different 
persons claiming to be returning officers at the same time under differ^ 
ent titles, a question arose upon the right of return, and it was argued 
upon the construction of this act, that, if the precept were to be deli- 
vered to the returning officer of any borough, who should go out of 
office, and another be appointed legally between that and the time ef 
the election, such new officer should execute the precept. 

That such new officer was in the eye of the law the same officer with 
the former, and the above statute only meant, in order to prevent litiga- 
tion and delay at any election, to ^xzoho was to execute the precept, 
when there should be different persons claiming to be returning officers 
at the same time under different titles. 

That since the statute of W. 171. there have been many instances, of 
precepts received by one returning officer, and executed by his succes- 
sor, and the legality of such execution had never been disputed even 
where the election had been controverted. Doug. i. 113. 

Mc. Douglas now (Lord Glenbervie) adds, in a note to this case, that 
he had heard of several instances where this happened at the last general- 
election, particularly at Sudbury ; yet, when the election was brou|^t. 
before a committee, though the misconduct of the officer who made 
the return was one ground of the petition, it was never contended, 
that he was not the person who ought to have had the execation of the 
precept. Doug, u 139, 
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who tball die or become peers of Great Britain, upon receiving 
notice, by certificate under the hands of two members ^ of the 
death of such member, or that a writ of summons has been is- 
sued under the great seal. 24 Geo, III. c. 26. 5. 2. 

The speaker, upon receiving such certificate, shall forthwith 
cause notice to be inserted in the Gazette, and shall not issue 
his warrant until^2ir/«e» dtn/s after such insertion, s. S. 

But the speaker is not by the preceding clause authorised to 
issue his warrant for the election of a new member, unless the 
return of the writ shall have been brought into the office of the 
clerk of the crown at least fifteen days before the end of the 
last sitting of the House immediately preceding the time of ap- 
plication for such warrant, nor unless such application shall be 
made so long before the then next meeting of the House for the 
dispatch of business, as that the wiit for the election may be issued 
before the day of such next meeting of the House, nor in case 
such application be made with respect to any seat vacated by 
either of the methods before mentioned, by any member against 
whose election a petition was depending at the time of the last 
prorogation of Parliament, or adjournment of the House, s* 4. 

Warrants to elect new Members on the Speaker's Absence or 

Death. 

To guard against inconvenience or delay occurring by the death 
or absence of the speaker ^ it is provided, that every speaker of 
the House of Commons shall, within a convenient time after 
having been in office, at the beginning of every Parliament, by 
a written instrument under his hand and seal, nominate and ap- 
point a certain number of persons, not more than seven^ nor less 
than three members of the House, authorising them, or any one 
of them, to execute the powers given to the speaker for issuing 
such warrants, subject nevertheless to such regulations and ex- 
ceptions above-mentioned : — such instrument of appointment to 
remain in full force, notwithstanding the death or absence of the 
speaker, until the disaolutioa of that Parliament in which it 
shall have been made. 24 Geo. IIL c. 26. «• 5. 

When such number as above-appointed shall be reduced to 
less than three, the speaker is to make a new appointment in 
the manner before .directed, s. 6. 

'Every such appointment shall be entered in the Journals of 
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the House, and be once published in the London Gazette : tht 
instrument of appointment shall be preserved by the cleik of tbe 
House of Commons, and a duplicate filed at the office of the 
clerk of the crown in chancery. «• 7. 

No person so appointed shall be authorised to act, unless tber^ 
be no speaker of the House, or such speaker be absent, nor any 
longer than i^uch persons shall be members of the House, s* 8^ 

The publisher of the, Gazette shall give receipts for notices, 
specifying the day and hour when the same were received; and 
in case of more than one notice for the same election, the notice 
first received shall only be inserted, 24 Oeo, III, c. 26. «• 9. 



FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 

Because elections ought to be free, the king commandeth 
upon great forfeiture, that no man by force of arms, nor by ma- 
lice, or menacing, shall disturb any to make free election. 31 E, 
I. c. 5. 

By the declaration of rights, " All elections of members of 
Parliament ought to be free." 1 W. Sf M. sess. 2. o. 2. 

<< By the ancient common law of the land all elections ought 
to be free ;'* and forasmuch as the freedom of elections of mem- 
bers to serve in Parliament is of the utmost consequence to the 
preservation of the rights and liberties of this kingdom, and in- 
fringement of that freedom by violence voids the election." 8 G. 
//. c. 30. s. 1. 

As often as there shall be an flection of any Scots peer or 
members to serve in Parliament, the secretary at war shall send 
proper orders in writing for the removing of soldiers to the dis- 
tance of two or more miles from the place of election, who shall 
not make any nearer approach to such place, until one day, at 
least, after the poll shall be ended, and the poll-books closed. 
Any secretary at war, or person officiating as such, violating this 
clause, to be discharged from office, and rendered incapable of 
holding any office under government. 8 G. //• s, 1. 

This act not to extend to Westminster or Southwark^ in re- 
spect tf the guards of fns majesty or any place where the royal 
family shall happen to be or reside, nor to any castle or fortified 
place, where any garrison is usually kept, in respect of such 
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number of soldiers only whereof such garrison is composed. 8 G. 
/i.#.3. 

Nor to any officer having a right to vote at such election* s. 4. 

The secretary at war shall not be liable to such forfeitures or 
incapacity for not sending such orders for the removal of soldiers, 
in case of a Tacancy, unless notice of the writ be given by the 
derk of the crown, s. 5. 

With a view of still further preserving the freedom of elections, 
the House of Commons have passed the following resolutions : 

By a resolution of the House, (passed at the commencement 
of every session,) ^* It is a high infringement of the liber- 
ties and privileges of the Commons for any lord of ParUamenty 
or any hrd lieutenant of any county, to concern himself in the 
election of members of Parliament." 

By another resolution, 17 Jour. 507, /' It is highly criminal 
in any minister or servant under the crown^ directly or indirectly 
to use the powers of office ^ in the election of representatives to 
serve in Parliament ; and an attempt of such influence will at all 
times be resented by this House, as aimed at its own honour, dig- 
nity, and independence, as an infringement of the dearest rights of 
every subject throughout the empire, and tending to sap the 
basis of this free and happy constitution." 

By another resolution also, 9 Jour. 191, *< The sending of 
warrants, or letters in the nature of warrants or letters to high 
constables^ or constables or other officers, to be communicated 
to freeholders or other electors, when a knight of the shire or 
other member is to be chosen to serve in Parliament, or threat- 
ening the electors, is unparliamentary, and a violation of the 
right of election." 

Officers of Excise and Customs. 

No collector^ supervisor, guager, or other officer or person 
whatsoever^ concerned or employed in the charging^ collectings 
levying^ or managing the duties ofexcise, or any branch or part 
thereof, shall, by word, message, or writing, or in any other 
manner whatsoever, endeavour to persuade any elector to give, 
or dissuade any elector from giving his vote for the chmce of any 
member to serve in Parliament, under penalty of 100/. and inca- 
pacity of serving in any office of trust or profit, b W, ^ HL c. 
20. *. 8. 
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Officers of the Post Office ; ofiicers or persons concerned if 
collecting or mana^ingp any ef the duties upon soap, paper, caor 
dies, hides, skins, tanned velium, &Cm are prohibited from in-> 
(erfering at elections, under the penalties and disabilities of the 
preceding act. 12 Sf 13 W. IJI. c. 10. 5. 91. 9 Anne, c. 11. 
^. 44. 18 Anne, c. 19. s. 102. 



ELECTIONS FOR COUNTIES. 



Issuing Precepts^ 

Etery sheriff, after receipt of the writ, shall issue a precept 
under his seal to every mayor and bailiff of the cities and bo- 
roughs within his county, reciting the writ, and commanding 
ihcm to choose by citizens or burgesses, as the cas^ may be, 
for any city or borough, to come to Parliament. 23 H. VI. c. 14. 

The writs shall be delivered to the proper officers only^ and 
the returning officer is to indorse on the writ the day he received 
it, and make out the precepts, and within three days, [or in the 
Cinque-Ports, sixdaySi] after the receipt of the writ of election, 
shall Cause such precepts to be delivered to the officer, to whom 
lh6 execution of «uch writ shall appertain. 7 ^ S W. IIL c. 
^5. *. 14. 

^ No sheriffs or other officers, whose duty it is to execute such 
writs of election, are to take any fee or gratuity whatsoever for 
making out receipt, delivery, return, or execution of any such 
writ or precept. *. 2. 

The county court for the election shall be held by the sheriff 
tit the most pubiie- and usual place of election,* where the same 

* Ib the case of Pembrokeshire, ia 1770, on a petition of Hugh 
Owen, e*q. the felection (which had been at Haverfordwest) was on- the 
ground of the partiality of the sheriff declared to be void. Upon this 
a new election took place, which was held at Pembroke, although the 
most usual place was Haverfordwest. 

Mr. Owen being now returned, some of the freeholders in the oppo- 
site interest petitioned, on the ground that the election had been held 
mt a wrong place, contrary to the statute. But the ordinary sheriff's 
court having been held, at Pembroke, previous to the receipt of the wtit 
by the sheriff, and the writ having been received more than six days 

PART II. VOL. lY. A A 
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has mast asnally been faekl^ forty years last past, and skall 
proeeed to eleetion, unless it ^lall Ml out in mx doj/s after tlw 
receipt of the writ, or upon the same day, and then sbdl ad)aani 
the county court to somo conTenient day, gmng ten da^ notice 
of tlie time and place of election* 7 and 8 W» IJL c. ^« s* 9l 

In consequence of sheriffs having frequently made long ad- 
jonrnments of the county court to delay the election of knights 
of the shire, no sheriff shall adjourn such court for longer than 
sixteen days. 6 G. //. c. 8, #• 10, 

Within two days after receipt of the writ, proclamation shall 
be made of the election, which mast begin within the tenth and 
sixteenth duys of the proclamation. 35 G« ///, c 84. s^ 4» 

Erecting Boothsy appointing of Clerks^ 8fc* 

If any of the candidates, shall, three days at least before any 
dection, give notice in writing to the returning ofi^er to provide 
proper places for administering the oaths^ declaratignSy and af- 
JimmtionSi viz. the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, &c« to the 
electors, such pr<^per places shall be provided by the returning 
^cers ; the expenses to be paid by the ci»j>didates in equal pr^ 
portions. 34 G. HL c. 73. s. 6. 

At every such election in England and Wales, the sherift, && 
shall make, at the expense of the candidates,* such number of 
aonvenieut booths, or places for taking the poll, as the candi- 
dates, or any of them, shall, three da^ at least before the coofr- 
nencement of the poll, desire, so as the same do not exceed tb<$ 
number of rapes, &c. in the county, and not €xc£eding J^eeu; 
and shall affix on the most puh&cpart of each of the said booths, 
the name or names of the rape, kc or ra|>es, &c* for which such 
booth is allotted ; and shall appoint a proper clerk, or clerks, at 
each of the said booths, to take the poll (at the expense of the 



bafore the day when the court was fixed to be held, it was contended, 
that under those circumstances the sheriff was bound by another pro- 
vision of the same statute (see above) to hold the election at that court, 
and therefore could not comply with the other requisition of the statute; 
the sitting member, Mr. Owen^ was in consequence declared daly 
elected. Doug* voU ii. p. 216. 

* This point was attempted,^ but unsuccessfully, to be contested by 
Sir Francis Burdett at his last election for Westminster. 
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candidates, not exceeding! one gaiDea per day each clerk;) and 
the sheriff, &c. shall also make out a list for %aeh of the said 
booths, of all the towns, &(!• lyings wholly or in part in the rape 
or rapes, &c. for which soch booth is allotted ; and shall, upon 
request, deliver a trde copy thereof to any of the candidates, or 
their agents, taking for each copy two shilHngs. 18 O. IL 
o. IS. 1. 7. 

No sheriff, &c. shall admit any person to Tote for any Iands» 
&e. sworn to be lying at some parish or place, &c. not mentioned 
in the list so made oat for such booth, &c. unless such lands, 
&c* lie, or be in some town or place not mentioned in any of the 
lists* 

The sheriff, &c. shall allow a chelae book for every poll book 
for each candidate, to be kept by their inspectors at every place 
where the poll is carried en. 



PROCEEDINGS AT ELECTIONS. 

Elections for CounHes. 

Upon the day appointed for election, the sheriff is directed 
to proceed in his full county, betwixt the hours of eight in the 
moroiiig and eleven before noon, without collusion, under pe- 
nalty of 100/. to the king, and another 100/. to the informer. 

Such suit must, however, be commenced within three months 
after the opening of the Parliament. 23 Hen, VL c. 14. 

Commencement of Proceedings. 

The proceedings commence by proclaiming silence ; the next 
thing is the reading of the writ of summons: immediately after 
which, the sheriff is to read, or cause to be read, the whole of 
the Act of 2 Geo. IL c. 24. via. the Act for preventing Bribery 
and Corruption, by the third section of which the sheriff is re« 
quired immediately after reading the writ to take an oath, the 
substance of which is, that he hath not directly or indirect]^ 
received any reward, gratuity, &c. or promise of any such, for 
making any return at the election, and that he will return such 
persons as shalU to the best of his judgment^ appear to have a 
legal majority of votes. 2 G* IL c. 24. 

AA 2 
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Oathf, by ttohom to he administered* 

The preceding oaths are to be administered by any justice or 
justices for the county » &Q. where such election shall be made ;. 
or, in their absence, by any three of the electors ; and such oaths» 
when so taken, shall be entered on the records of th^ sessions of 
such county, city, or borough. 

The oaths above-mentioned having been duly taken, either 
before the magistrates or the three electors, as the case may be,^ 
the electors proceed to elect the candidates, which is decided by 
the three following modes, viz. 1» By the View. — 2* By the 
Poll.— 3. By the Scrutiny. 

Election by the View. 

The determination in this case is either by voices, shew of 
hands, or collecting the friends of the respective candidates into 
separate bodies, or in such other modes as have been customary : 
the most usual method, however, is by the voices of the electors 
v6ciferating the names of th^ir favourite candidates. 

Where such election is not determined by the view, bnt a poll 
shall be demanded, the sheriflP, under-sheriff, or such others as 
shall be by him deputed, shall forthwith there proceed to take the 
poll in some public place appointed for that purpose. 7 and 8 W. 
1I1.C.2&.S.3. 



Proceedings previous to the Poll. 

Administration of Oaths* 

To prevent the delays arising from the time and place where 
the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, &c. were usually adminis- 
tered to the electors, the following enactments have been made, 
viz. 

The returning o&cer shall, upon request of the candidates, 
appoint persons to administer the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, 
and declaration of fidelity, oath of abjuration, and declaration or 
affirmation of the effect thereof now required, who shall have full 
power to adminsister such oaths, and who shall themselves take 
oath according to the form prescribed in the act 34 6. ///• 
c. 73. s.S. 
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Electors are tp apply to such persons so appointed, who shall, 
previous to their voting, administer the oaths of allegiance^ sa- 
premacj, &c. and give certificates thereof, such certificates to 
contain the name, additimf and place ef abode of the person to 
whom the same shall be so given ; the oath or affirmation, if a 
quaker, to be in the form prescribed by the act. [This form 
is simply, that the person, viz. name, residence, and addition^ 
hath taken the oath : (or, being a quaker,] hath made and sub- 
scribed the declaration of fidelity , and affirmed the effect of the 
oath of abjuration \\ and every such person, upon producing his 
certificate to the returning officers, shall be permitted to poll. 
34 G. ///. c. 73. s.%. 

Persons offeripg to vote, withoqt prodpcing certificate^ sh^ll 
immediately withdraw and take the said oaths before they shaQ 
be permitted to be sworn* j. 3. 

Where the number originally appointed to administer sucb 
oaths shall be insufficient, loore may be appointed, s. 4. 

Returning officers are to appoint places for taking the above 
oaths, &c. where free access may be had, without interrupting 
the poll, and provide a sufficient number ei printed forms, with 
blanks to be filled nj^, and printed certificates, and deliver the 
same to each elector, taking and signing the same. 34 G. Ill, 
c. 73. 5.5. 

If any of the candidates, three days at least before any such 
election, shall give notice in writing to such returning officers, 
to provide proper places for administering such oaths, &c. such 
^places aie to be provided before the day of election, s. 6. 

The expenses of the above to be defrayed by the candidates. 



Commencement of the Poll. 

EyERT poll within England, Wales, and Berwick-npon-Tw,eed, 
shall commence on the day upon which it shall be demanded, 
or upon the next day at farthest, (nnkss such day shall be on 
Sunday, and then on the day after,) and shall be duly and regu- 
larly proceeded in from day to day, (Sundays excepted ;) and the 
same shall be finally closed, at or before the hoar of three in the 
afternoon of the same day. 25 6. ///• s. 1. 
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Time cf keeping &pen ike P^L 

The said poll, unless prevented by unavoidable accident, shall 
be kept open for seten hours in each day, between eight in the 
morning and eight at night, (with the exception, however, of 
Winchester, where, by the 16th section of this act, when the 
pbll closes, which must be within the fifteen days, the sheriff of 
SoQthanipton may adjourn the poll to Newport, in the Isle of 
Wight, if required, and there commence in four days, and not 
continue longer than three days* 25 Gf. ///. c. 84. s* 3, 16* 

Adornment of the Poll. 

The sheriff, or under-sheriff, shall not adjourn the place of 
polling, unless by the consent of the candidates, (unless, as 
before stated, from Winchester to the Isle of Wight.) 7 and 8 
jr. in. c. 25. s. 5, 10. 

Regulation of Poll Clerks. 

The sheriff, or his deputy, shall appeint such number of clerks 
^s he shall deem convenient for taking the said poll, who shall 
take such poll in the presence of the said sheriff, and shall be 
previously sworn truly and indifferently to take the poll and set 
down the name of each freeholder, and for whom he polls; and 
the sheriff shall also appoint such persons as shall be nominated 
to him by each candidate to be inspector of every clerk, who 
^hall be appointed to take the poll. 7 and 8 W. 111. c, 25. 
s. 3. 

Such sheriff, or deputy, shall allow a cheque book for every 
poll book for each candidate, to be kept by their respective in- 
spectors, at every place where the poll for such election shall 
be taken or carried on. 18 G. II, c. 18. s. 9. 

By an act for more effect tially preventing fraudulent convey- 
ances, in order to multiply votes for knights of the shire, not 
only the place of the elector* s freehold shall be entered, but also 
the place of his abode, as he shall declare the same at the time 
of giving his vote, and shall enter jurat against the name, if 
S\rorn, or if a quaker, affirmed. 

The mode of voting at each booth is to be regulated by the 
Hst, and freeholders shall not vote for any lands ot tenements 
lying in places not mentioned therein. 18 G. IL c. 18, ^. 8. 
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Freeholder's Oath* 

Before any freeholder shall be permitted to poll, he shall, if 
required, take the following oath ; or if a quaker make the fol- 
lowing affirmation, (see the form of oath in the act 18 G. IL 
c. 18. s. b.) 

Every voter also, previous to giving his vote, shall, if re- 
quired, take also the bribery oath (or affirmation.) This oath is 
in substance, that the party hath received neither directly nor 
indirectly any reward, emolument, or promise to that effect. 
2 G. //. c. 24. s. 13. 

The oath or affirmation required by 2. G. //. (The Bribery 
Act) to be taken by every person clainaing a right to vote, shall 
be taken at the pott immediately before he is admitted to poU 
at such election. 42 C. ///. c. 62. 

By 43 G. IIL c. 74. So much of the preceding act as re- 
spects the oath required by 2 G. //. is repealed, and the said 
oath shall be taken by every person before he is admitted to poll, 
in manner prescribed by 2 G. //. if demanded by either of the 
candidates, or any two of the electors. 

But by a more recent act, which, from its importance, de- 
serves a minuter detail, (commonly called Mr. Curwen*s Act,) 
it was enacted as follows : 

By the 49 G. ///• c. IIS, for preventing the obtaining of 
seats in Parliament by corrupt practices, after reciting that the pro- 
mise of any gift, office, &c. to procure the return of any member to 
serve in Parliament, if not given to the use of some person having 
a right to act as returning officer^ or to vote at such election, 
was not bribery within the meaning of the 2 G. //. c. 24 ; but 
that such gifts or promises were contrary to the ancient usage, 
right, and freedom of elections, and contrary to the law and con- 
stitution of this realm, enacts as follows : viz. That if any person 
shall, either by himself or by any other person or persons for ot 
on his behalf, give or cause to be given, directly or indirectly^ 
or proniise or agree to give any sum of money, gift, or reward, 
to any person or persons, upon any engagemt^nt, contract, or 
agreement, that such person or persons to whom, to whose use, 
or on whose behalf such gift or promise shall be madt;, shall, by 
himself, or by any other person or persons whatsoever at his so- 
licitation, request, or command, procure or endeavour to procure 
the return of any person to serve in Parliament for any coimty. 
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stcwartry, city, town, boroug^h, cinque-port^ or place, every 
person so having given or promised to give, if not returned him- 
self to Parliament for siich county, stewartry, city, town, bo- 
rough, cinque-port, or place, shall for every such gift or promise 
forfeit the sum of one thousand pounds^ to be recovered in such 
manner as is hereinafter provided, with respect to the sum of 
^ve hundred pounds ; and eveiy such per^on so returned, imd s^ 
having given or so having promised to give, or knowing of an4 
consenting to such gifts or promises, upon any such engagement, 
contract, or agreement, shall be and is hereby 4eclared and 
enacted to be disabled and incapacitated to serve in that Parlia- 
ment for such county, stewartry, city, town, borough, cinques* 
port, or place, and that such person shall be deemed and taken 
to be no member of Parliament, and enacted to be, to all intents, 
constructions, aud purposes, as if he had never been returned or 
.elected a member in Parliament ; and auy person or persons who 
shall receive or accept of, by himself, or by any other person or 
persons in trust for or to his use or on his behalf any such sum 
of money, gift, or reward, or any such promise upon any such 
engagement, contract, or agreement, shall forfeit to his majesty 
)the value and amount of such sum of money, gift, or reward, 
over and above the sum of Jive hundred pounds, which said sun) 
of Jive hundred pounds he shall forfeit to any person who shall 
sue for the same, to be recovered in any of his majesty^s courts 
of record at Westminster, if the offence be committed in England 
and Wales; Dublin, if the offence be committed in Ireland; 
and if the offence be committed in Scotland, by summary action 
or complaint before the court of session, or by prosecution before 
the court of justiciary. 

Provided always, that nothing in this act contained shall ex- 
fend, or be construed to extend, to any money paid or agreed to 
he paid to or by any person^ for any legal expense^ honAJide i«- 
curred at or concernifig any election. 5. 2. 

If any person sh^Il by himself, or by any' other person for or 
op his behalf, give or procure to be given, or promise to give or 
procure to be given, any office, place, or appointment, to any 
person or persons whatsoever, upon any express contract or 
agreement that such person or persons, to whom, or lo whose 
yse or on whose behalf such gift pr promise shall be made, shall 
by j[iimself, or by any other person or persons at his solicitation^ 
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request, or oommiuicl, procure or endeaTonr to procure the 
return of any person to serve in Parliament for any county, 
atewartry, city, town, borough, cinque-port, or place, such 
|>erson so returned, and so having given or procured to bt 
given, or so having promised to give or procure to be given, 
or knowing of and consenting to such gift or promise upon any 
such express contract or agreement, shall be and is hereby de^ 
dared and enacted to be disabled and incapacitated to serve in 
Parliament for such county, city, town, borough, cinque-port, or 
place, and that such person shall be deemed and taken to be no 
member of Pariiament, to all intents, constructions, and pur- 
4iQsea« as if he had never been returned or elected ; and any 
person who shall receive, or accept of, by himself, or by any other 
person or persons in trust for or to the use or on the behalf of 
such persons, any such office, place, or employment, upon such 
express contract or agreement^ shall forfeit such office, place, or 
employment, and be incapacitated for holding the same, and shall 
forfeit the sum of/ive hundred pounds ^ which said sum oijhe kun^ 
dred pounds shall be recovered as is hereinbefore enacted ; and any 
person holding any office under his majesty^ who shall give such 
office, appointment, or place, upon any such express contract of 
agreement^ that the person to whom or for whose use such office, 
appointment, or place, shall have been given, or shall so procure 
or endeavour to procure the return of any person to serve in Par- 
liament, shall forfeit the sum of ctne thousand pounds^ to be re- 
covered in such manner as is hereinbefore provided. 
• By sec. 4, actions are to be brought and proceedings to be ac^ 
tualLy commenced within two years after offence committed. 
- No person refusing to tak^ the oaths directed by 1 fF. and M. 
St. 1. c. 8. (the oaths of allegiance and fidelity;) or being a 
quaker, refusing to subscribe the declaration of fidelity required 
hj 1 W. and M. St. 1. c. 18.) nor the oath of abjuration directed 
by the act st. W. and M. st» \. c. 18. shall be admitted to vote 
/or the election of any member of Parliament. 



Of a Scrutiny. 

The returning officer shall immediately, or on the day n^xt 
after the final close of the poll, truly, fairly, and publicly iaake 
a return of such porsons who have a majority of votes, unless 
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such iBUimiDg officer, vpMi a scniluiy being dcanndtd by ny 
ciDdidate, or any two or more electorSylshsM deem U neeessmry to 
grant the same, in which case the objeetions on the votes gifHk 
for the difierent candidates shall be decided alternately. 25 G« 
///. c. 84. #. 2. 

The returning officer shall forthwith deliver to every peisoa 
demanding the same, a copy of the poll taken at such election^ 
paying only a reasonable charge for writing the same, under a 
penalty of 500^. to the party aggrieved. 7 andSW. TIL c.25. 
#•6. 

Pdl books shall be delivered upon oath to the clerk of ti» 
|eaoe, and kept among the records of the sessions. 10 Aw m e, 
c. 23. «• 5. 



Of the Return. 

The names of the persons chosen shall be written on an in- 
denture under the seals of those by whom they are chosen, tmi 
tacked to the writ, which shall be deemed the sheriff's return of 
such writ. 7 Hen. IV. c. 15. 

Retnms shall be by the indentures sealed between the dieriff 
and the electors. 7 Hen. 7. c. 7. 

Time allowed for making Returns. 

In order to prevent absses in returning wiits of smnmoM^ iht 
returning officer shall, within Jhurteen desys next following^ 
make return to the clerk of the crown in chancery, paying the 
ancient fees, viz. four shillings for- every knif^l of tbeshire^ aad 
two shillings for every citizen, burgess, or baron of thedn^ue- 
porta. 10 and 11 W. III. c. 7. 

Returns shall be made traly, Duriy, and pnbKcly at the final 
dose ^f the pdl or the day after, unless a scrtttiiky be deaiandod. 
The officer having the return of the writ shall catse the retnnis 
to be filed before the writ is retvmdble, and either returoii^ offi« 
cers are to make their returns in six days. 



PENALTIES FOR FaLSE ReTDRNS. 

Sheriffs neglecting or omitting to make returns shall be 
amerced. 5 Rich. It. st. % c. 4. 
Iffoond on inquest that the sheriff hath made/a/«e returns 
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contrary to 7 Hen. IV. he sfaall fodbit 100/. and the knights so 
fklsely returned shall lose their wages* foor shillings per day for 
each knight of the shire, and two shillings per day for each hur« 
gcss, citizen, &c. 11 Hen. i^. e. 1. 

But knights chosen for the Pailiament, and the sherifis of 
counties, may have their trayerse of an ofience found against.then* 
6 Hen. VL c. 4. 

Justices of assize are to enquire of the returning knights to 
Parliament, and if the inquest he found, and the sheriff be duly 
attainted, he shall forfeit 100/. and one year's imprisonment, 
without bail or maiuprize, and the knights by him so unduly 
returned shall lose their wages. 8 Hen. VI. c. 7. 

Sherifl^ making undue returns shall incur the above penalty, 
and forfeit moreover to every person so chosen and not duly re- 
turned, or to any other person suing for the same, 100/. with 
costs, to be recovered by action of debt. 23 Hen. VI. c. 14. 

Sheriffs not making returns, shall forfeit 500/. 10 and 11 W. 
III. c. 7. 

Returning officers may be sued for neglecting to return per- 
sons duly elected, who shall recover damages with full costs ; 
but actions shall be commenced within one year after the of- 
fence, or six months after conclusion of proceedings in the 
House. 25 O. III. c. 64. s. 14. 

False returns are prohibited, and any returns contrary to the 
last decision of the House of Commons y shall be deemed false re- 
turns. Such votes to be deemed legal, which have been so de- 
clared by the last determination of the House of Commons^ 
which to all intents and purposes shall be deemed final. 7 ^ S 
W. III. c. 7. s. 2, 3. 2 G. 11. c. 24. s. 4. 

The 28 of G. Ill, repeals so much of the above act as declares 
the last determination of the House on the right of voting to be 
final, and gives a power to future committees to decide the same 
by special resolutions, which if not appealed against in 12 ca- 
lendar months to be final. 

Parties aggrieved by false or double returns, may sue in anj 
court at Westminster, and shall recover double damages. 

AH contracts made to procure false returns shaH he Toid, and 
the parses ahull be suhjoot lo a penalty of dOO/. ; one third to 
the kiii^, taother thijfd to the poor^ aad one thkd to the i»- 
former, s. 4. 
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The derk df the crown to enter every return and amendment ia 
a book to be kept for that purpose* All persons «hall have access 
lo the book, which) or a copy |hereof, may be given ia evidence. 
Such clerk not entering returns, tit six dea^s after receipt 9 mak- 
ing aiiy altenitions^ or omitjUng to perform his duty, shall forfeit 
&00/., a^d lose his office. 5* 5. 

By section 6th of this act the information shall be within ItM 
years. 

Of amending Returns^ 

Returns were formerly amended by the returning officers ; but 
by a resolution, April 12, 1690, 10th Jour., 377 they can only 
,be amended by the House ^ for which purpose, when necessary, 
tht clerk of the crown attends with his book, and amends it in 
the house, by erasing the names, or in case of a double return, 
taking the void one off the file, and letting the other remain. 



ELECTIONS FOR CITIES, TOWNS, BOROUGHS, AND 
CINQUE-PORTS. 

Duty of returning Officers an Receipt of Writ or Precept. 

Sheriffs of cities and towns, being counties of themselves, 
and having a right to elect members of Parliament by virtue of a 
writ without an^ precept, are to proceed to election within three 
days, giving three days notice, 19 G, //. c. 28. s, 7. 

Returning officers of boroughs, kc, are to indorse the day of 
the receipt of the precept, and give four days* notice at the 
usual place, within the hours e( eight in the forenoon, 9xAfour 
%n the afternoon, from the 25th of October to the 26th of March 
inclusive, and within the hours of eight in the forenoon, and six 
in the afternoon, from the 25tb of March to the 25th of October 
inclusive : Notices otherwise published to be deemed invalid. 
7^SW. III. c. 25. *. 1. ^ 33 G. IIL c. 64. 



* This notice must he four days, exclusive of the day when given ; 
thus, it was determined* in the case of Seoford, i7B$i that notice on the 
27th for the 30th was not good notice; and the election void. 
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Providing places for admiDisteriDg the oatb^ of allegiance, &c. 
and proceedings at the elections, viz. taking the poll^ appoint- 
ing poll clerks, administering oaths, &C are the same as those 
for counties. See 34 G, II L c. 73. s. 6. Elections for Counties. 



ELECTORS IN GENERAL. 
Gf Persons disqualified^ Votes thrown away, 3fc^ 

Minors. 7 and 8 W. III. c. 3. s. 25. 

Women ; aliens born. ResoL H. C. 1698. 

Persons deaf, dumb, and blind ; lunatics ; peers ; papists ; 
•utiaws ; persons excommunicated ; felony ; persons convicted of' 
bribery, peijury, or subornation of perjury. 2 G. 1I» c. 24. s. 7. 

Copyholders nnder penalty of 50/. 31. Cr. IIL c. 14. 

Persons receiving alms, almsmen, charities, in some cases, in' 
ethers not. 

Dissenting ministers are also not entitled to vote; but school-- 
masters may in particular cases. 

Commissioners or officers employed in collecting or managing 
the duties of excise or customs, under penalty of their office* 
becoming void^ incapability of executing any office of trust under 
his Majesty, and forfeiture of 100/. 22 G. ///. c. 41. s.Jt. 

But by the four following sections, this act shall not extend: 
to 4Sommissioners of the land tax or persons acting under them ;> 
nor to offices held by letters -patent for an jr estate of inheritance; 
and prosecutions shall be commenced within ttvelve months after 
forfeiture incurred. 

Officers of excise, distributors or sub-distributors of stamps, 
collectors of duties on houses and windows, or persons employed 
ini receiving them; postmasters, postmasters general, or their 
deputies, or any persons employed by them in receiving, cd*- 
ieeting, or managing the revenue of the Post Office, are disqoan 
lified. 
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ELECTORS FOR COUNTIES. 

Qucdificatiims. ' 

Knights of shires shall be chosen of every county in Eng« 
land by people dwelling and resident in the same counties,* 
whereof every one of them shall hwe/ree land, or tenement of 
the valae of 40ff. J)y the year at least, above all charg^es. 8 H. 
VLc.7. 

Every man shall have freehold to the value of 40». by the year 
at the least, above all charges, within the same county, wlwre 
every such chooser will meddle of any such election. lOfl. VL 
C.2. 

No persons shall be allowed to vote by reason of any tr«84 
estate or mortgage, unless aich trustee or mortgagee be in 
actual possession or receipt of the rents and profits of the same 
estate ; but the mortgagor or cestui-que trust shall vote for suck 
estate. 7 k»W. IIJ. c.2&.s.7. 

Customary Freehold. 

Corporations sole have a right to vote for lands, which they 
liold in their corporate capacity, i. e. to them and tbeir succes- 
ven; as have also corporations aggregate, as the mayor and 
comnoQslty of a city, the heads and fellows of a cottege, the 
dean and chapter of a cathedral diurch ; but the huUfMual 
me mbe rs of these corporattone are not allowed to vote. 

Mode of ascertaining the Vidue of the Estate. 

Mo person to vote for a kn^ht of the tUre, in right of kade 
wkkh have not been diar«^d to public taxes, chncch rales, ttid 
perish dues, &c. and for which such person has not received the 
xeilts for one year before, unless such lands came to hioi hy 
descent. 10 Anne, c. 23. «. 2. 



c.$n. 



This part of the act requiring residence, is repealed by 14 G. IlL 
I- 
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PefMM To^ omtraij to tkis acA liaUe la a penalty af 402. 

But persons voting io respect of any rents, &c. or chambera in 
inns of oiMiit, in regard of tbeir not being charged to public 
tazasy ke., prorided that they have bean asaeesed aa other mea* 
toagea of 40«. per annnn In the same parish, are, by the fifth 
aection, exempted from the opezation< of this aet* 12 Aimtt al. 

(yffruuduUnt and occasional Votei. 

All eonveyanoea of any nMsaaages, lands, tenements, and here- 
ditaments, in order to aBultif^y voices, or to split and divide the 
inteteat in any honses or lands among several persons, to enable 
tiiam to vote at elections of members to serve in Parliament, aie 
hereby declared void and of none e0ept, and that no more than 
one single voice shall be admitted to one and the same house 
and ten^nent. 7 and 8 W. IJL c. 25. s. 7. 

The preceding statute of WiUiam being found ineffectual to 
remedy the scandalous and fraudident practicea used to create 
and toiultrply votes, it was enacted aa follows : 

All conveyances Jraudukntfy made to qualify any person to 
Tole, 8ub|ect to amditions to defeat the same^ sbdl be discharged 
of sndi condition, and be bolden and enjoyed by every s}ich 
person to whom such conveyance shall be made, freely and ab- 
aolntely acquitted from alt trusts, conditiona, kc. and all bonds 
given for defeating aacU estate, ahall be void, and all persons 
making such conveyances, or voting in favour thereof, shall be 
void. 10 Jnne^ c. 23. #. 1. 

No person shaU vote in any snch (county) election, for any 
freehold, without having been in the actual possession, or in tl^e 
receipt of the rente and profits thereof, for his own use, above 
twelve calendar mmthSy unless the same came to him within the 
time aforesaid by descent, marriage, marriage settlement, 'devise, 
promotion to any benefice in a chnrcb, or by promotion tQ an 
office; or shall vote in consequence of any fraudulent grant ; or 
who fijhall vote i^re ^han once at the same election. 18 G. //. 
c. 18. 

Voting contrary to thia act incure a penalty of 40/. 

No freeholder shall be permitted to vote at county elections, 
in right of any tenements, which have not been charged or as- 
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isessed towards the land tacx wi^in six tioUndar' mmiks next 
liefore such election. 20 G. ///. c, 17. s, 2. 

This act contaifis an excefitioB for voting in right of inns of 
-tbnrt, chancery, or messoages, or seats belonging to offices^ not 
•usually charged to the land tax ; and enacts, that aU dupliicates 
<of the land tax assessttients, shall be kept am^ng the records of 
the session, to be inspected, or copies taken by any person re- 
quiring the same. s. 7. 

The above act not to extend to persons entitUd to such lands 
or tenements by descent, marriage, marriage settlements, devise, 
"promotion to any benefice in a church, or pvomotion to «i office 
within twelve calendar months before such election. 
' Commissioners of the land tax are to deliver to assessors a 
prtit^edybrm of an assessment, who are to make their assess- 
ments according thereto, and a duplicate of such assessments 
'shall be stuck up on the door of the parish chunch. 

Qualified persons^ whose names are omitted in assessments, 
may appeal to the commissiouers, who are to amend their assess- 
ments where defective, and an amended duplicate to be returned 
to the assessors, and delivered to the derk of the peace at the 
-jiext quarter sessions. 20 G. IIL c. 17. f . 3. 
* Assessors and chief constables altering or neglecting to My- 
rer duplicates as above directed, shall forfeit bL for each offence. 
~*. 4. 

' If clerks of the peace shall not receive all the duplicates before 
^the end of Michaelmas session, yearly, the court shall immedi- 
ately fine the chief constable making default, and on- failure of 
payment, fines may be levied by.«K&tireis. s, 5. 

In case chief constables make oath that assessors neglected to 
deliver said duplicates to them, then the fines shall be levied <9 
the said assessors, except they deliver the duplicates, &c. within 
ten days after notice. 

« But if assessors within the said time shall produce to the clerk 
^ of the peace the chief constable's receipt, then the fine shall be 
hviefd" on the said consUbles. 20 G. ///. c. 17. s. 7. 
' All fihes to be paid to the treasurer of th^ county, s. 8. 

When assessments are not made and returned to the clerk of 
the peace, justices may order them to be ntade and returned 
forthwith. *. 9. 

Persons aggrieved may apply to the quarter sessions^ giving 
ten days notice, and justices may award costs, s. 10. 
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PersdDS whose names on appeal shall appear to have been im- 
properly left out of any assessment shall be deemed to have been 
rated the^re'xn. s. 11. 

Duplirates may be inspected, and the clerk of the peace is to 
deliver signed copies of the duplicate on demand, and beings paid 
6d. for every three hundred words, such duplicates to be deemed 
legal evidence, $• 13. 

The clerk of the peace or his deputy to attend at every elec- 
tion of a knight of the shire with origioal duplicate, at the request 
of any candidate ; such candidate to pay him 2/. 25. for every 
day*8 attendance, and !«• M. per mile travelling charges. 20 G» 
JIL c. 17. s. 14. 

After issuing any writ for election of a county member, the 
tUik of the peace shall attend gratis from nine to three each 
day, where the records of the county are usually kept, to make 
copies of duplicates, &c. s. 15. 

Clerks of the peace making default in any of the above clauses 
shall forfeit 500/. to the party aggrieved. Action to be brought , 
within two months, s. 16. 

By the 17th, 18th, and 19th clauses of this act, final judg* 
ment upon any verdict against a clerk of the peace shall be 
deemed a sufficient conviction. Penalties to be recovered by 
action of debt, and prosecutions to be commenced within twelve 
calendar months. 

In consequence of some jarring decisions, with respect to whe- 
ther it was necessaiy that the name of the owner should appear 
upon the rate, the following act was passed: 
ActaOG. 7J/. C.36. *. 1,2. 

This act, after reciting the preceding act, viz. 20 G. ///. 
c. 17. enacts as follows, Nothipg in the said acts contained shall 
be construed to prevent any person from voting in respect of any 
tenements charged for six calendar months next before such elec- 
tion, or entitled by descent, marriage, marriage-settlement, devise, 
promotion to church benefice or office, although the name of the 
temmi or tenants actually occupying such tenements, or the 
name of the person so claiming to vote, or that of the person by 
whom such person so claiming to vote derives his title, or of the 

FART II. rOL. ITr B B 
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predecessor of thre person so dainuag lo vqie^ iAkhU not be ms^Hed 
in the assessment, according to the ^orm of the ttseasmefit nih- 
nexed to the 20 G. III. c. 17.* 



ANNUITIES. 



To T^i%vtxkifr(mdfftei%t und ^^ccofumal wdes^ mi sd far as relates 
to mmHiif/ or rent^charge, no person may vote in elections of 
knights of the shire, ormembers for<;ities Und towns, which an 
counties of themselves, in right of any annuity or rent-cbargt* 
granted be^e Jane, 1763, unless a cerHfcute be entered with 
the clerk of the peace or other preiper officer, twehe mo9iHhi h^ort 
wny such election b^m :f and in like manner wilh respect te 
such qualifications as shall come by descent, marriage, devise, 
presentation or promotion. 3 G. IIL c. 24. s. 1. 

Nor may any person vote in any election in respect of any an- 
nuity or reut«charge granted after June 1, 1763, unless a omibo- 
lial of the grant be duly attested and registered as aibresaid.$ 
3 G. ///. c. 24. 8. 3. 

Nor may any one vote in right of any assignment of amf on* 
nuitp or rent^cbarge made before 1763, unless a certificate rfihe 
original annuity be entered as aforesaid ; and if the assignment 
be made after the ssid Ist day of Jone, then a memorial (hereof, 
and of the grant, to be attested andregi^teredt as is directed in 
cases of orriginal grants. 20 G. HI. c. 24. 9* 4, 

Books to be kept by the proper officers for entering such 4;erti- 
£eates and memorials, who shall be allowed 1^. and no •more for 
the entry of every certificate, and 2^ for the entry of every me- 
morial, and for search of every certificate or memorial, 1^. ; and 



* It has been held that a rector nwiy irote in inspect of ^thes let to 
the parishioners, -althoagb he mi net assessed for the same. 

t T4iis act also prescribes the oath to be taken : the substance of 
which is, that the voter, in respect of such annuity, is really and boHA 
fide seized of the same to his own use, and that the persons under whom 
he claims were seized of the same annuity or rent-charge before ^unel, 
176S. 

X This clause also prescribes the oaths to be taken* 
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shall Ibrnish every person beiii|^ desirous of a copy of ibe same, 
paying' forsuch copy after the rate oi.Qd. for every two hnodreii 
words: the officer may administer the oaths in the aforesaid 
cases, and copies attested by the proper officer shall be deemed 
legal evidence, s. 5. 

Memorials of grants or assignments made and executed above 
fifty miles from the office of ^lerk of the peace, &c. to be regis* 
tered upon producing an affidavit made by one of the witnesses 
before one of the judges of Westminster, by a master in Chan- 
cery. 3 G. III. c. 24. s. 6. 

The officer or deputy to attend, upon reasonable notice and 
satisfaction, with the books of entries, at every such eleetion. 
8G.nL 0.24. S.7. 

Officers guilty of neglect or misdemeanor to forfeit 100/. ; and 
prosecutions to be commenced within twelve months. 5. 8, 9. 



ELECTORS OF CITIES, TOWNS, BOROUGHS, AM> 
CINQUE-PORTS. 

These may. be divided into thr^e classes, vjs. 

' 1. Electors as Freeholders. 

2. Electors as Freemen or Burgesses. 

3. Electors as Inhauitants. 

The acts 7th and 8th W. III. to prevent fraudul^pt.VQtes 
was a general act, and not confined to electors for counties only; 
bnt 4he subsequent regulations by the acts 10th and X2ith of 
Anne^ e. 23, 25, were confined to electors for knights of the shise 
i^ily ; it being however thought necessary that the provisions 
contained in the two la^t-mentioned acts should be extended to 
cities and towns counties of themselves, wherein persons have a 
right to vote in respect to an estate of the yearly value of 4f>s,; 
act 13 G. II. c. 20. after reciting the act 10 Anne, c. 23. st. I, 
2. (See supra,) and act 12 Armey s. 1. c. 5. (the last-men- 
tioned act since repealed by the act 18 G. //• c. 18. St. 2.) 
enacts as follows, viz. 

Persons voting as freeholders, not having an estate one year 
hrfore election^ shall be subject to the penalties and forfeitures 
ordained by the 10th of Anne. 13 G. Ih c. 20, 

ba2 
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But the act 10 G. 11. c. 28. «. 2. after reciting tfae act 
10 Anne^ c. 23. and the act 12 Anne, st. 1. c. 5. the act 13 G. 
IL c. 20. and the act 18 G. //• c. 18. repeals so much of the 
act 18 G. //• as extends the said proyisiona to snch cities and 
towns that are counties of themselves, and enacts as follows, y\t* 

No person shall vote for the election •f members for any city 
and town, heirtg a county of itself ^ in respect of any freehold, 
unless assessed to the land-tax twelve calendar numths next 
before snch election: provided that nothings shall extend to any 
person votingf for cities and towns as are counties in themselves, 
in right of any rents, messuages, or seats belonging to any 
offices not usually charged to the land-tax, and the commis- 
sioners of the land-tax are to sign duplicates of the assessment, 
to be delivered to the clerks of the peace, &c. and filed amongst 
the records of the sessions, and copies are to be given te persons 
paying for them after the rate of sixpence for every three hun- 
dred words. 10 G. IL c. 28. s. 3. 

Persons voting, to have a freehold estate of forty shWingSf and 
to be in possession above twelve calendar months, except the 
same came to them within such time aforesaid by descent, mar- 
riage, marriage-settlement, devise, or promotion ; and no peisonr 
shall vote in right of any freehold fraudulently conveyed, or vote 
more than once at the same election, under penalty of 40L 

No parliamentary or parochial tax or duty to be deemed any 
charge pfiyable out or in respect of any freehold. 10 G. //• c. 
28. s. 5. 

This act, other than the clauses concerning the allowance of 
cheque books, and the notice of the time and place of election, 
and proceeding to election, shall not extend to any city or town 
being a county of itself, or where the right of voting is by bur- 
gage tenure, or where the right of voting in respect of such freest- 
bold does not require the same to be of the dear yearly value of 
40#. s. 3. 
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BURGAGE TENURES. 

Definition. 

Burgage tenure has been defined as ^ne undivided and indi- 
visible tenement^ neither created^ nor capable of being created 
within time of memory^ which has immemorial^ given a right of 
voting; or an entire indivisible tenement, bolden of the superior 
lord of a borough, by an immemorial certain rent distinctly re- 
served, to which the right of voting is incident. 

Of Electors as Freemen or Burgesses. 

Every person, to be entitled to vote as a freeman or burgess, 
ought to be regularly admitted^ and the entry thereof stamped 
as directed by act 5 G. IIL 

These duties have been increased by several subsequent acts, 
which were repealed by act 44 G, IIL c, 98. for consolidating 
the stamp duties, pursuant to which the duty upon admission to 
any corporation in England is now !/• ; in Scotland, 19s. 

Officers neglecting or refusing for one month to make such 
entry shall forfeit 20/. 5 G. IIL c. 46. 

By act 3 G. ///. c. 15. (the Durham Act,) no person claiming 
as a freeman to vote at any election shall be permitted to give his 
vote, unless such person shall have been admitted to the freedom 
of such citj^, town^ or borough, twelve calendar months beforo 
the first day of sucl^ election ; but this not to extend to any pei^ 
son entitled to his freedom by birth, marriage^ or servitude. 
3 G. ///. c. 15. s. 1. 

Proceedings to obtain Admissions. 

Any person entitled to be admitted a citizen, burgess, or free- 
man, &c. of any city, &c. town corporate, borough, cinque- 
port, &c. and applying to the toayor, or other proper officer^ 
^ving him notice, and specifying the nature of his claim; if 
such mayor or other officer shall refuse to admit such person^ 
and a mandamus shall issue for compelling his admission^ tho 
mayor, &c. shall pay all costs. 12 G. IIL c. 21. «• 1. 
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Freemen to be admitted to inspect the entnes of admission, to 
take copies, &c. and any mayor or bailiff d^nyin^ inspection of 
snch entries, or to give copies thereof, shall for every refusal for- 
feit 100/. to be recovered by action of debt, but the action must 
be commenced within one year after cause arisen, 12. G. III. 
c. 21. s 2. 

In consequence of the constitution of some corporations admit- 
ting^ of freemen or burgesses being made either by purchase or 
favour, without any antecedent titles, and voting for members of 
Parliament, the legislature, in some degree, to check that priyi- 
lege, which had been greatly abused in many places, but parti- 
cularly Durham, enacted by Act 3 G. III. therefore called the 
Durham Act, as follows, vjz. 

None to vote at elections^ (except persons entitled to their 
freedom by birth, marriage, or servitude;) as freemen who have 
not been admittV d 12 months. 3 G. ///. c. 15. s. 1, 2. 

Officers of corporations, or other persons wilfully antedating 
any admission, to forfeit 500/. s, 3. 

Any candidate, or his aj^ent, or any two freemen, may inspect 
the book'' and papers of admission, s. 4. 

The 5th and 6th sections point out the mode for recovering the 
penalties, and the latter enacts, that proceedings must be com- 
menced within one year after the penalties incurred. 

This act shall be read by th^ returning officer at every elec- 
tion, where the right is in the wliole or in part in freemen, im- 
mediately after ifeading tfie 2 G. li. c. 24. 3 G. ///. c. l5. ^.7. 
This act not to ej^tehd to London or I^orwich. s, 8. 
Defendants to informations! in the nature of qtio warranto for 
the exereise of any office or ^anchise in any city, borough, or 
town corporate, may plead the holding it for six years or more. 
32 G. //. c. 5H *. 1. 

But forfeiture of office, within ^ix yeari before information, 
may be n jli ' 1 to surh plea, s, 2. 

Titles deriv-i under an election, not to be afTected on account 
of defect in the title of tlu person elecfinjt, if ht was in the ex- 
ercise 'f h s ofTice six yr^^s n/tvious to the information, s. 3. 

Offic^rs having the custody of ihe corpoiation records, are to 
pt^rmU any member thereof to inspect the book of admission of 
freemeri, &c. bo penalty 6f 100/. s. 4. 
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Of Electors as Inhohitimts. 

These must be — 1st. Inhabitants, householders,* or — 2cl. 
Inhabitants paying scot and lot* In some cases, as iq Peterbo- 
rough, &c. the electors consist of both descriptions of .persops. 

To be an inhabitant paying scot and lot, is now understood to 
mean a person who is rated, and pays the parish taxes. 

Burgesses, Commonalty, Potwallers, and Populacy. 

Burgesses arc defined by Whitelocke, to be the inhabitants 
and freemen of boroughs, or inhabitants of towns or boroughs, 
inclosed or fortified. 

Commonalty, by the particular constitution and corporate 
name of a place, may signify a restricted number, but its mere 
proper and general acceptation comprehends the whole body of 
the inhabitants. 

Papulaey. — This term, in the case of Seaford, was explained 
by the House to mean inhabitant housekeepers, paying scot and 
lot : but in the case of Heniton, 3d Febrvary, 17 10*1 1» the word 
populace is used both by the parties and the committee, as dif- 
ftieat from inhabitants. 

Occasionality is fatal to all descriptions of inhabit an ttr. 

Any person voting as an inhabitant, paying scot ajid lot, Ice. 
who shall not have been so six months, previous to the election, 
shall forfeit 20/.; but this not to extend to persons acquiring 
possession in any borough, by descent,devise, marriage, marriage*- 
settlement, or promotion to any office or benefice, nor to persons 
claiming a rjght to vote, under any other description than inha- 
bitants paying scot and lot. 26 G. ///. c. 10<). 

* With respect to what persons shall be deemed houseliolders, it has 
been determined, that no person can bt deemed a househ(jl(ler who 
does not possess the exclusive right to the use of the outward door of 
the buildi?ig, although by taking inmatts he muy for a time have relin- 
quished the exercise of that exclusive right ; nor can a person whose 
habitation is composed of more apartments than one^ be so deemed, 
unless be possess the eh^usire right to the use of the Hf.'?rase, ionrway, 
ffC» The house must alsb^be a dwelling house, ami (h^ ^^^ui nieanicg 
of the term householder or inmate, must be deteruiined on the general 
principles of the law of the land, and not on any thiug suggested by lo- 
cal usage. 
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OF CANDIDATES. 

The laws relative to candidates for seats in Parliament may 
be divided into three classes, viz. 

L Of Persons ineligible to be Members. — 2. Of thbxr 
Qualifications ; and— 3. Of their Privileges. 

1. Of Persons ineligible to he Members. 

Minors. — ^Persons tcnc/er 21 years^ who shall presume to sit 
or vote in Parliament, shall incur such penalties and forfeitures^ 
as if they had presumed to sit and vote without. being chosen or 
returned, and every election or return of any person under that 
age, is declared to be null and void. 7 ^ 8 TF. ///. c. 25. 

Commons Journal, lOM March, 1623, and ISth February^ 
1625. 

Aliens by the law of Parliament are incapable of being mem- 
bers, and excluded by a vote of the House. 

Denizens and naturalized Aliens*— fio person born out of 
England, Scotland, or Ireland, or the dominions thereunto be- 
longing, is capable of being a member of either House. 12 4r 
13 W. III. c. 2. 

No person to be naturalized unless in the bill there be a disa* 
hling clause inserted, nor any bill to be received for that purpose 
without such clause. 1 6. /. c. 4. «. 2. 

Papists, by 30 Car. II. c. 1. which directs the oaths of alle* 
Stance and supremacy, and the declaration against popery. 

Traitors dind felons, as being incapable to sit any where. 

Outlaws in ctiminal prosecutions, but not in civil suits. 

Ideots and Madmen, and Deafaud Dumb, (said to be.) 

Peers and Judges, as constitutins: a separate branch of the 
legislature. 

Sheriffs, Mayors, and Bailiffs of Boroughs in their respec- 
tive jurisdictions, as beincr returning officers. 

A person who is elected to serve in the House of Commons by 
the people, may, by the law and custom of Parliamest, be disa- 
bled and incapable to sit as a member, as where a person has 
been guilty of any crime which renders him infamous^ and thq 
• }^ke. ' 
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Bribery. —Persons guilty of a breach of the Treating Act, 
labour under a temporary incapacity. 

Members on double returns are incapable of sitting till the 
returns are determined by a committee ; and there is a resolu- 
tion of the House to this effect, made at the commencement of 
every session. 

Members who have taken their seats are ineligible for any 
other place, until they have vacated their former seats ; but per- 
sons elected for one place, may, before they take their seats, be 
returned for any other place; in which case, by an order of the 
House, they are to make their election by that day three weeks, 
for which of the places they will serve, provided there be no 
question upon the return from that place« 

No members, except commissioners of the treasury and land 
tax, to be concerned directly or indirectly, in farming, collect- 
ing, or managing any of the salt duties, granted by this or any 
oth€r subsequent act relative thereto, b W. Sf M, c. 7. 

No member of Parliament shall be a commissioner or farmer 
of the excise, or a commissioner of appeals, or comptroller, or 
auditor of the duty of excise ; and such person, if elected, is de- 
clared incapable of sitting in the House of Commons. 11 & 12 
WT. in. c. 2. s. 15. 

No member to be a commissioner, or farmer of the customt, 
and persons executing such offices shall be incapable of sitting. 
12 and 13 W. III. c. 10. *. 89, 90. 

Persons also holding any hew office, or place of profit what- 
soevei* under the crown, created since the year 1705, shall be 
incapable of sitting.* 6 Anne, c. 7. *. 25. 

Members accepting any office of profit, whilst members, their 
election to be void ; but such persons may be re-elected. 6 
Anne, c. 7 «. 26. 

No office to be executed by too many commissioners. $. 27. 

This act not to extend to officers of the army or navy. s. 2S. 

Persons disabled, if returned as members, their election to be 
void, and to be liable to a penalty of 500/. s. 29. 

* By act 15 Geo. IL c, 13. i, 8. governors, directors, or proprietors 
of ihe Bank of England, shall not be thereby incapacitated from takiii|; 
their teats in Parliament. 
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Pensimers of the Croum. 

Aftei* recitiag^ act 6 Anne, c* 7. it is enacted, that no penoii> 
having a pension from the crowB» shall he capable of bm|^ 
aleeted a member of the House of ComnuHis, under penaltj of 
forfeiting 20/. for every day's sitting. \ G. /. st. 2. c. ^ 

Placamsiu 

No commissioners of the revenue in Ireland, or of tbe navy or 
victualling office, or any deputies or clerks in any of the said 
offices, or in any of the following offices, viz. the lord high trea- 
surer, or commissioners of the treasury, auditor, tellers, or chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, commissioners of the admiralty, paymas- 
ters of the army or navy, principal secretaries of state, or com- 
missioners of salt, stamps, appeals, wioe-licences, hackney 
coaches, hawkers and pedlars ; persons holding any office, civil 
or military, in the island of Minorca, or in Gibialtar, except 
officers holding commissions in any regiment there only, shall be 
capable of being elected, or silting or voting as a member of 
any parliament. 15 Geo. II. c. 22, s, 1. 

The returns of such members to be declared voidf and the 
persons so sitting, or voting, shall be liable to a penalty of £20 
for every day of such silting, and be incapable of holding any 
office of honor or profit under his Majesty. 15 Gto. //• c. 22. 
5. 2. 

Exempts the treasurer and comptroller of the navy, the secre- 
taries of the treasury, secretary to the chancellor of the exche- 
quer, secretaries to the admiralty, under-secretary to any of the 
principal secretaries of state, or the deputy-paymaster of the 
army, from the operations of this act. s. 3. 

For further securing the freedom and independence of Parlia- 
ment, all persons holding contracts for the public service, are 
declared incapable of being elected or sitting, and any member 
accepting a contract, his seat shall be void ; but by sec 3. this 
not to extend to incorporated trading companies. 22 G. ///• c. 
45* 5. I, 2. 

Persons disqualified by this act, if elected, such election to 
1^ void ; and disabled persons who shall sit in the Hoose ef 
Commons^ shall forfeit 500f. for each day. 
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A cdnditiY)ii thadt be inserted in all pobTic eoiitrteto» tliai no 
member of the House of Commons shall have any share thereof; 
rfnd <Jon tractors admitting: members to share in their contracts^ 
shall foplfit 500/., and prosecutions shall be comniencecl within 
tvrrfve months. 22 O. III. c. 45. s. 10, 11. 

Priests and deacons in the church of England, and mrioisterfl 
dt the church of Scotland, are also disabled. 41 G. III. c. 6S. 



OUAtlFICATlONS OF MElUBMS. 

B'T ta ofid Stat. 1 Hen. V. c. I. knights of shires were not to 
be chosen, unless resident tptthht the skire^ the day of the date 
of the writ, and the citizens and burgesses resident^ dweUingt 
and free in the same cities and boroughs. These regulations, 
boweter, althoagh not absolutely repealed, are nevertheless now 
dfiregarded. 

Knights of the shires shall be notable knights of the same 
counties^ or shall be able to be knights^* and no man to be such 
knight y who stands in the degree of yeoman, or under. 23 Hen* 
VI. e. 14. 

No person shall be c.'Ypable to sit and Vote as a member of 
thi House of Commons, who shall not have an estate of freehold 
or copyhold for his otim lifei or some greater estate, either in 
law or equity, over and above what will satisfy and clear all 
inctimbrances, of the respective annnal value hereinafter limited, 
viz. 600/. per annum for every knight of the shire ^ and 300/. 
per annum for every citizen^ burgess^ or baron of the cinque 
ports ; and persons not being possessed of su^'h estates respec- 
tively, their election and return shall be void. 9 Anne, c. 5. 

This act not to extend to the eldest son of a pf er^ ot ot a per- 
son qualified to be a knight of the shire; and the. universities 
may elect members as formerly. 9 AnnCj c. 5. j. 2, 3. 

No person to be qualified by virtue of any mortgagfd premises, 

* At the time or making tins statute, freehuidt^r* of 40/- per anirjai 
were cOmpellalJe t<> take the order of knigiuhood, vih.cn law was 
abolished hj tt, 16 Charlet 1. c. 1.; and a much larger quahiicaCion 
required by 9 Anne^ c. 5. — See above. 
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unless the mortgagee has been in possession seven years before 
the election. 9 Anne, c. 5. s. 4. 

Every candidate, at the request of another candidate, or of 
two of the voters, shall take the oaths of qualification, according 
to the form therein prescribed, viz. 600/. for a county, and dOO/. 
for a city. 

Such oaths to be administered oy the sheriff or under-sheriff 
of such countj, or mayor, bailiff, or other officers for any city, 
boroagh, or port, who shall, within three months after the taking 
thereof, certify the same into the Queen's BeDch, or Chancery, 
under penalty of 100/. and any candidate refusing to take the 
oath, his election to be void. 

One shilling only sh^ll be received as a fee for administering 
the oath, two shillings for the certificate, and two shillings for 
filing, s, 8. 

All members (not particulariy eiLcepted, viz. the Scotch mem- 
bers, and members for the universities) are to deliver in at the 
table, while the house is sitting, a signed schedule of their re- 
spective qualifications, and to take and subscribe the oaths pre- 
scribed therein, which oaths are to be administered by the 
House, and enrolled after the usual oaths of qualification having 
been taken, and the schedules are to be filed.* 33 G. //. c. 20. 
Any member presuming to act contrary thereto, or without 
being duly qualified, his election shall be void, and a new writ 
shall be issued. 33 G. //• c. 20. s. 2. 

By sect. 3, the eldest sent, or heirs apparent, of peers, or 
lords of Parliament, or of persons qualified to be knights of the 
shire, members of universities, or Scots members, are exempted 
from the operation of this act. 

For disabling papists to sit in the House, no member shall 
act until he has taken the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, 
and subscribed the declaration therein mentioned. 30 Car. //• 
St. 2. c. 1. 

Regulates the lime and place of taking the oaths, and making 
and subscribing the declaration, s, 4. 

* By act 33 Geo, IIL c. 20, extending these qualificationt to mem- 
bers of the united Parliament, qualifications may be situate in England, 
Wales, Berwick-upon-Tweed, or Ireland. 
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Members of Parliament not swearing and declaring as afore^ 
said) and recusants convict are forbidden the king*s and queen's 
presence, under penalty of 500/. 30 Ceo, II. st. 2. c» 1. s* 5, 6. 

Either house of Parliament may cause any of their members 
to swear or subscribe as aforesaid, s. 7. 

The places of members disabled to vote shall be void, and 
Writs shall be issued for new elections. *. 8. 

No member of either house of Parliament shall be capable of 
voting, &c. till he has taken the abjuration oath ; and members 
presuming to vote contrary hereto, shall forfeit 500/. 



ABSTRACTS OF THE ACTS 

FOR REOULATINO ELECTIONS IN 

LONDON, NORWICH, AND COVENTRY. 



Upon all elections by the liverymen and at the wardmotes, 
the presiding officer is to appoint a convenient number of clerks 
to take the poll, and none are to be polled who are not sworn ; 
(this clause also prescribes the liveryman^s oath ;) on refusal to 
swear, the poll to be rejected. 11. G. /. c. 18. 

The oaths to be taken, if required, as appointed by 1. G. f/. 
St. 2. c. 13; and the preceding officer and sworn clerk to admi- 
Bister the oaths, on penalty of 60/. s, 2. 

Taking false oaths, or suborning others so to do, to be deemed 
peijnry. s. 3. 

If a poll shall be demanded, the presiding officer shall begin 
the same upon the day it is demanded, or the next day following 
at the farthest, except Sunday, and proceed thereinyrom day to 
day^ until such poll be finished, and shall finish the poll at 
elections by the liverymen withiii seven days (exclusive of Sun- 
day,) and the poll at the wardmotes within three days (exclusive 
of Sunday) after the commencing the same respectively, and 
shall, upon adjourning the poll each day at each election, seal 
up the poll books with the seals, and in the presence of such of 
the candidates as shall desire the same, and the said poll-book 
shall not be opened again but at the place of electioa^ and be 
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duly and truly cast up ; and within two days after snob castings 
up, the number of the votes or .polLs for each candidate shall l)e 
&irLy and publicly declared to the electors at the place of elec* 
tion ; and if a scrutiny be demanded, the scrutineers shall pot 
exceed six on each side : .the scrutiny, if demanded, shall be 
(tfmimenced within ^en da^j after the delivery of the copies of 
the said polls, and be proceeded upon day by day, (Sunday^s 
excepted,) and be finished within fifteen days after the commence- 
ment of such scrutiny, and the presiding officer shall, within four 
days after finishing such scrutiny, publicly declare at the plaG« 
of such election which of the candidates are duly elected, and 
the number of legal votes APP^^ing to him upon the scrutiny. 
11 G. /. c. 18. s. 4. 

This section also regulates the elections at wardmotes, and 
enacts that true copies of the objections against the pollers shall 
be delivered, and subjects persons offending to 200/. penalty. 

After any election and scrutiny, a true list to be given of the 
voters disallowed by the presiding officers under their hands, to 
any candidate who shall demand the same within six days after 
such demands such candidate paying for the same. s. 5. 

The mayor is to issue precepts to the companies to bring in 
lists, s. 6. 

The mayor, upon request by any candidate or his agent, on 
any election where a scrutiny shall be demanded and granted, 
shall issue precepts as has been usual, requiring the masters 
and wardens of the livery companies to cause their clerks forth** 
with to deliver two true lists of all the liverymen of their re- 
spective companies, who shall return them on oath within three 
days after the receipt of such precept, one of which lists the 
mayor is to cause to be delivered to the candidates on each side 
at such election, or their agents, s, 6. 

No person shall vote at any election, who shall not have been 
upon the livery twelve calendar months before such election ; 
and who shall not have paid their respective livery fines, or, 
'liaving paid them, shall have received back any allowance in 
respect thereof, nor who shall, within two years before such 
election, be discharged from paying any of the rates or taxes 
payable by the citizens of London, or within the above period 
have received alms, and the vote of every such person shall be 
▼Old. *. 14. 

The Mth section prescribes the distribution of forfeitures. 
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Norwich. 

Persoos» before they are permitted io poU as freemen^ must 
take the oath prescribed by this aot^ and if refusing, their totes 
to be disallowed. 3 G. It. c. 8. 

One of the derks is also by thi« act to go into th^ prisons to 
take the votes there, and persoi^s guilty of perjury are to bs 
punished as in other "cases. 

Coventry. 

An open council is to be held at St. Mary^s Hall on the first and 
last Tuesday in every month. 21 G. ///. c. 54. 

By the 2d section of this Jkct* the fee for taking up freedoms 
for this city shall not exceed three shillings, exclusive of stamps. 

Persons taking up their freedom are to produce regular in- 
dentures of apprenticeship for seven years, and declare, upon 
path, the name of the master, the trade to which they served, 
the place of residence during the time they served, and their 
•wn residence at the time of claiming to be admitted to their 
freedoms, s. 3, 7. 

The town clerk is to enter all the above particulars in a hock, 
and lists of the names of all the freemen, &c. admitted, are to4»e 
pasted on the church door«. 21 G. TIL c. 54. *. 6. 

^o council to be held for admitting the claims of freemen, 
after notice ^ven by the sheriff for any election* 

The electors are to bejsworo, and the parties swearing falsely 
to be liable lo all the penalties of perjury, s. 7. 

Returning officers admitting persons to poll without being 
sworn, and members of the council for refusing to admit electovt, 
la be liable to a penalty of 100/. s. 9, 10. 

If the town clerk shall neglect, or make fraudulent entries, he 
shall forfeit 10/. for every such offence. 

This act shall not extend to any freemen of the said city, bat 
juich as have a right to vote for the election of members of par- 
liament for the said city, s, 13. 

The remaining sections of this act prescribe the ejection 
beothjsto be erected in the market place, called Cross Cheapo 
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ing ; regulate the recovery of penalties; limit actions to be 
brought within two years, and constitute this a public act, and 
enact that deeds or indentures of apprenticeships, &c. shall be 
registered by the town clerk. 

Exclusive of the above, there are certain acts which have been 
made of a local nature, as 34 and 35 Hen. VIII. for Cheshire; 
85 Hen. VIII. c. IL for Wales; Qb Charles fl. c. 9. for Dur- 
ham ; 5 Anne^ c. 13 ; 9 Anne, c. 5. ; 12 Anne, c. 6. ; and 7 G» 
IL\c. 16. for Scotland ; with respect to which it may be ob- 
served in general, that all the laws which concern elections 
throughout the counties of England, are also in force through- 
out the united kingdom. 

The mode relative to elections for Scotland will be seen here- 
after. 



THE ELECTION OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
ROYAL BOROUGHS OF S^COTLAND. 

T^E following is the substance of the laws for electing mem- 
bers of the royal boroughs, as inserted in the Treaty of Union, 
viz. The city of Edinburgh is allowed to elect <me commissioner 
or representative to serve in Parliament ; and the remainder of 
the boroughs are divided \xitB Jburteen districts^ each district to 
send one representative. Each borough is governed by its own 
charter or set. The members of Parliament are not chosen by 
the inhabitants at large at the different boroughs, but hy dele* 
gates chosen by the councils of the different boroughs of the 
fourteen districts. Thus the right of election is delegated to 
Jmrf or at most five persons^ who elect the member for the 
boroughs they represent. ' 

With respect to the mode of election of ihB fifteen represeniO' 
tives, it is ordered, that the sheriff of the shire of Edinburgh 
shall, on the receipt of the writ directed te him, forthwith direct 
his precept to the lord provost of Edinburgh, to cause a burgess 
to be elected for that city ; and, on receipt of such precept, the 
city of Edinburgh shall elect their member, and their common 
dark shall certify his name to the sheriff of Edinburgh, who 
shall annex it to his writ, and return it. 

The mode of electing a member ^r the city of Edinburgh is 
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as follows; the right of election is Tested in the whole magis- 
trates and council, ordinary and extraordinary. The clerk takes 
the oath against bribery, and to make a faithful return. 

The form prescribed for the election of the representatives of 
the fourteen districts of boroughs, is as follows : the sheriff, on 
receiving the writ, endorses on it the date at which it came to 
hand ; he then makes but a precept to every borough within his 
jurisdiction, requiring them to elect a commissioner to meet at 
the presiding borough of the district, there to assist in electing 
a burgess to serve in Parliament. These precepts must be deli* 
vered by the sheriff to the chief magistrate residing in each bo- 
rough, within four days from the receipt of the writ, under the 
penalty of &ne hundred pounds for each offence. 

Under a similar penalty, the chief magistrate must endorse 
upon the precept the date of its delivery, and within two days 
must call a meeting of the council of the borough, to fix a day, 
at the distance of at least two free days, for the election of a 
commissioner or delegate to go to the head-borough to vote at 
the election of the member for the district. 

When the council is met for this election, they first take the 
oath of allegiance, and sign the assurance ; and also take the oath 
of abjuration, if required by any member. The town clerk then 
takes an oath against bribery, and to make a faithful return. 
The members of the meeting also take an oath against;bribery, 
if any of the number require it. The votes are then put, and 
the clerk is directed to draw up a commission to the person who 
has the majority, and to sign it, and affix to it the common 
seal of the borough. The clerk not doing his duty forfeits y?oe 
fiundred pounds to the commissioner duly elected. No particular 
qualification is requisite to entitle a person to be elected com- 
missioner for a borough. The commissioners from the different 
boreoghs being thus chosen, meet at the presiding oi head-bo- 
rough of the district, pn the thirtieth day after the date of the 
writ ; or if that should fall on Sunday, en the day following, 
betwixt eleven and twelve o'clock before noon. The commis- 
sioner from the presiding borough, administers to the clerk of 
his own borough, (who is also clerk of the meeting,) an oath 
against bribery, and that he shall make a faithful return. 

If the clerk refuse to act, or take the oath« the comroi > r,i • 
have power to choose another, and administer the oath tM him. 
The*commissi<Mi8 are then read; and protests may be entered 
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Bgainet them. The commissioners take the oaths to govern- 
ment, and the oath against bribery ; they then give their votes 
for a burgess to serve in parliament; and the person presiding, 
and c]erk, having signed the minutes, the meeting is dissolved. 

If, however, any person assert that he was duly elected dde^ 
gate from a borough in the ditttnct, but has got no commission, 
and declare for whom he would have voted, upon taking the 
oaths, Ms declarations will be inserted in the minutes of the 
meeting, but he cannot be allowed to vote. 

The clerk of the meeting must return to the sheriff the person 
who is elected by the majority of commissioners, producing re- 
gular commissions, signed by the clerk, and having the comnon 
seal of their borough annexed ; leaving it to the House of Com- 
mons, on petition, to rectify any enx>rs or injwstice that may 
liave been committed. 

If the votes of the commissioners are equtd, the commissioner 
chosen by the presiding borough, besides his own, htis also a 
^sting vote; and the boroughs preside by rotation. 

If a vacancy should happen during the sitting of parliament, 
by the death of the member, or by his acceptance of a p9ac«, the 
borough which presided last, continues to 4o so at Ihis interme- 
diate election, and its commissioner has the casting vote. 

If the commissiooer from the boreugh be absent, or refase to 
vote, the oommissioner from the borough which presided last hut 
#ne, has the casting vote, over and above bis own ; and if be too 
be absent, or refuse to vote, it goes to the cooMnissioner ofthe 
borough which presided last but two, and so on backwards. 

if a borongh have no magistrates at the time of an election, on 
account of having been deprived of its elective fN-ivilegess, and 
not yet revived, the next borough in order entitled to preside, 
becomes the returning borou^, and its commissioner has the 
iDasting vote; and the borough which ought to have presided, is 
]|0t allow<^d to do so, till all the others of the district have frre* 
sid«d in tht^ir tvrn. 

If a commissioner, after he is chosen, cannot attend on the 
day of election, a town co«mcil has no power to choose a new 
commiNsioner to vote for them at the election of the member for 
the district. 

Any man, not otherwise incapacitated from bolding a seat in 
pari lament, may be el<^cted to serve as member for tbe city of 
Edinburgh, or for a di^rict of boroughs in tSeotiand. It is even 
no good objection, that he lias not been created an booorarj 
burgess of any borough in the district. 
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ELECTIONS FOR IRELAND. 

Abstract of Acts passed in the United Parliament of Great Bri" 
tain since the Irish Union, 

By the 41 G, III. c. 52. s. I, 2, 3, all persons disabled from 
sitting in the British parliament shall be disabled from sitting in 
the united parliament, and all persons disabled from sitting in 
the Irish parliament shall be disabled from silting for Ireland* 
and all persons disabled by British statutes shall not hereby be 
enabled to sit for Ireland. 

By section 4, persons holding certain specified places in Ire«> 
land, Tiz. commissioners of the customs, excise, stamp duties, 
(except commissionei-s of the treasury,) commissioners of 
appeals^ accounts, army agents, contractors, (except members of 
trading companies,) deputies, or clerks of the treasury, (except 
the secretary of the treasury,) auditors of the exchequer, or chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, (except the secretary,) or clerks to com- 
missioners of stamps •f appeals, ^all be disabled from sitting in 
any future parliament of the united kingdom. 

Persons holding places under the lord lieutenant, created since 
33 Geo. III. c. 41. shall also be in future disabled. 41 G. HI. 
c. 52. s. 5. 

Disabled persons sittiug in parliament shall incur the penalties 
under former British or Irish acts, and if disabled under this act^ 
shall forfeit £500 per day. s. 6. 

This act net to extend to offices held for life, or during good 
behaviour, except in certain cases. #. 8. 

Members accepting offices under the crown, shall thereby 
vacajte their seats, but they may be re-elected, s. 9. 

Abstract of 43 Geo. III. c. 59. 

This act, which is entitled, '< An Act for amending the 35tb 
of bis present Majesty, for regulating the Election of Members to 
senre in Parliament, and for repealing the several acts therein 
mentioned," after reciting, that no person shall be admitted to 
vote at any election of a member to serve in parliament, by 
virtue of a freehold under the yearly value of twenty pounds^ 
unless such freehold should have been in his actual occupation, 
^ther by his residisg thereon, or tilling or grazing the same to 
the amovnt of/oriy shillings yearly value thereof, at the time of 
his registering t)ie same pursuant to the provisions of the said 

cc2 
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act, and also for six successive calendar months at llie least be- 
twieen the date of such registry and the teste of the writ for hold- 
ing the election, unless such freehold shall come to snch person 
by devise, descent, marriage, or marriage settlement, and was 
demised at the time it so came, and continued at the time of 
such election to be held under him by virtue of such demise : 
and also reciting that the aforesaid wholesome provisions of the 
said recited act might be evaded by pretended grants or of agree- 
ments for leases for a life or lives, though no lease shall hare 
Jbeen executed, or such life or lives been noniinated ; enacts. 
That every person who, from and after the passing of this act, 
shall register a freehold under the yearly value of twenty pounds, 
not arising from a -rent charge, shall register the same in manner 
and form following, instead of registering it in manner and forok 
prescribed by the said recited act, or any law or laws now in 
force; (that is to* say,) he shall at any sessions of the peace for 
the county, town, or city, wherein his freehold lies, held twelve 
months at' the least previous to the teste of the writ for holding * 
the election at which he shall tender his vote, produce in open 
court, the deed, lease, or instrument under which his freehold 
arises, and take and subscribe an oath, or, if a quaker, the affir- 
mation. 

And if the freehold in right or virtue whereof any person shall 
desire to qualify himself to vote shall not arise by virtue of a 
deed, lease, or instrument, the person desiring to register it shall 
describe the same in the oath or affirmation so to be taken by 
him, according to the true state and nature of his tenure ; in 
which case the words in the foregoing oath, importing that the 
same arises by virtue of deed, lease, or instrument, shall be 
omitted, and such description inserted in the place thereof. 

Every such oath or affirmation shall be read aloud in open 
court, and be signed by two at least of the justices pr«siding 
there ; and shall be then delivered by the court to the acting 
clerk of the peace, to be filed and kept amongst the records of 
the county, city, or town, wherein such freehold shall lie. s. 2. 

Every deed, lease, or instrument produced by any person 
making the affidavit or affirmation aforesaid, shall be indorsed at 
the time in open court by the acting clerk of the peace, with his 
name and the day of the month and year^ and the clerk of the 
.peace shall then and there compare the deed, lease, or instrument 
with the affidavit of |*egistry ; and he shall within ten datis from 
Ib^ date hereof;, enter into the book of his registry the dale 
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thereof, the names of the parties, and the name or names of the 
life or lives for which the same is held. s. 3. 

By section 4, No person shall be admitted to vote at any elec- 
tion to be held in Ireland for a member to serve in Parliament^ 
by virtue of a freehold under the clear, yearly value of twenty 
pounds^ who shall not have so registered his freehold twelve ca- 
lendar months at the least before the teste of the writ for holding 
the election at which he shall offer his vote ; and that every 
person who shall offer to vote as a freeholder, in right of a free- 
hold under the yearly value of twenty pounds^ shall, before he 
shall be admitted to poll at any election, if so required by the 
sheriff or any elector, declare upoa oath from whom he holds or 
derives his freehold, if he holds it under any person or persons; 
and if the same be situate in a city, town corporate, or market 
town, and describe the street or part of the city or town ,in 
ivhich the same is situate, and who are his next resident neigh- 
bours, and when the same was granted, and for what life or lives, 
and whether such life or lives, or any of them, is or are in being 
at the time of such election; and whether he is the person who 
actually registered the freehold under which he desires to vote ; 
and the said declarations, in all such cases, shall be entered in 
the poll book taken by the sheriffs^ or their deputies, at such 
election; and he shall, if so required by any elector, before he 
be admitted to poll, take an oath. 

The blanks in the said o^h or affirmation shall be filled up 
in conformity to the oath or affirmation which the person going 
to take the same shall have taken at the time of his registering 
such freehold, s. 6. 

From and after the commencement of this act, all the provi- 
sions, clauses, conditions, regulations, and penalties of the said 
recited acts, or any acts amending the same, with respect to 
freeholds, under the yearly value of twenty pounds, and which 
are not hereby altered or repealed, shall be applied^ construed, 
deemed, and taken, to extend to freeholds under the value of 
twenty pennds, the registry whereof is, by this act, directed and 
required, as fully and effectually as if the same were hereby and 
herein specifically enacted and applied thereto, s. 7. 

If any person shall fraudulently and knowingly grant any in- 
terest importing to be a freehold, which really is not so, with 
intent to enable any person to vote, such grant shall be good 
and valid against the grantor thereof for every purpose but ena- 
bling the grantee to vote* s. 8* 

If such grantor shall be possessed only of a term of years 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



390 LAWS RELATING TO THE [App. 

therein, and shall demise the same, or an^ part thereof, for a 
life or lives, with intent to induce the lessee therein to register 
SQch a freehold, or to vote as a freeholder thereout, he shall for- 
feit one hundred pounds to any person who shall sue for the 
same by action, bill, plaint, or information in any court of law, 
s. 9. 

For the better securing the due res^istry of freeholds, the 
feveral clerks of the peace, or their deputies, of the several 
counties of Ireland, shall, at tbe general quarter sessions of the 
peace, or adjournment thereof next after his appointment, take 
and subscribe an oath : which oath the said clerks and deputy 
clerks of the peace are hereby required to deliver to the treasurer 
of the county, to preserve amongst the records of the county. 
*. 10. 

The said several and respective clerks and deputy clerks of 
the peace shall, from time to time, as directed by the 35 G. III. 
give to every freeholder who shall require the same, a full, true, 
and correct return of the names of all such persons as shall re* 
gister their freeholds according to the directions of this act and 
of the said act of the thirty-fifth year of his present Majesty's 
reign, and shall certify, at the foot thereof, that the said retuni 
so made is true and correct, according to the schedule hereunto 
annexed, s. 11. 

By section 12. this act not to prevent persons roting before 
a time therein limited. 5. 1*2. 

For the greater convenience of registering freeholds, every ad* 
jodrnment of a sessions of the peace, and adjournment of an ad- 
journment, shall be deemed a sessions of the peace within the 
meaning of the 35 G. ///. and this present act ; and in case 
there shall have been no adjournment of such sessions, or no 
adjournment of an adjournment of such sessions, and that sudi 
sessions shall in that case lapse, a sessions shall be holden at 
which the clerk of the peace or his deputy shall attend, for tbe 
purpose of registering of freeholders, the irst Monday in the 
next month, at the place where tbe last quarter sessions of the 
peace shall have been held for the purpose of registering ef free* 
holders ; and every adjournment of every such sessions to any 
city or market town within the county shall be deemed and 
taken ta be a sessions within tbe meaning of the said act or thb 
present act. s, 13. 

By section 14. taking any false oat^ or affimation under 
this act> to be deemed perjury, and puniebed accordtnglyk 
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IRISH PETITIONS. 

All former British acts respecting petitions, for andue elec- 
tions, returns, opposing right of election, &e. are extended to 
snch petitions to the united Pariiament from any place ',in the 
united kingdom. 41 G. III. c. 101. and 42 G. III. c. 106. 

Former regulations of Britisti acts are extended to petitions on 
Irish elections. 42 G. ///. c. 106. s. 1. 

Irish petitions shall state all matters to i/^hich witnesses aie 
to be examined, s, 2. 

Parties shall interchange lists of voters, s, 3. 

The committee may, on application of the parties, make an 
order for appointing commissioners to take evidence iu Ireland, 
as to matters assigned and limited by the committee, s, 4, 7. 

Prescribes the mode of nominating such commissioners, s: 
8,15. 

The chairman of the committee shall issue his warrant to the 
commissioners to proceed, and the committee shall adjourn. 
42 G. ///. c. 106. $. 14, 16, 16. 

The 17th and 25th sections regulate the proceedings of the 
commissioners. 

When the evidence is closed, the commissioners shall trans- 
mit one copy thereof to the clerk of the crown in Ireland, and 
another to the speaker of the House of Commons, who may 
re^assemble a comn^ittee, who «hall proceed to determine the 
merits of elections, determining aH matters referred to the com- 
missioners, according to the evidence transmitted to them, s* 
23,26. 

Commissioners may re-assemble on warrant of the committee. 
1.27. . / 

Sect, 28, 90. inflict the penalties of perjury, and compel the 
attendance of witnesses; and the 31st section regulates the 
allowance to commissioners. 

^ By 47 G. ///. c. 14. the clerk to the commissioners for tak- 
ing evidence under the above act, 43 G. ///. c. 106. shall be 
sworn by the chairman faithfully and truly to take down in 
writing the evidence adduced, and cause the same to be faith- 
fully transcribed for the use of the commissioners, &c. 

Officers employed in any department of the revenue in Ire- 
land are incapacitated for twelve months after holding such office. 
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from Toting^ at elections for members for Ireland, under penalty 
of 100/. ; but this act is not to extend to patent offices ; s. 2. 
nor to persons resigning before June I, 1803. 43 G. 111. c. 20. 
*. 1, 3. . 



PETITIONS. 



No petitions complaining of an undue return shall be pro- 
eeeded upon in the manner prescribed in act 10 G. ///. c. 16. 
and II Gk III. c. 42. and 25 G. ///. c. 84. unless the same 
shall be subscribed by a person claiming therein to have had a 
right te vote, 6r be returned^ or alleging himself to have been 
a candidate at the election. 2 G. ///. c. 52. s. 1. 

A day and hour shall be appointed by the House A>r taking 
the same into consideration, and the speaker shaH give the 
ndtice and order to attend. 10 G. ///. c. 16. 

Where there are several parties on distinct interests, the like 
notices and orders to be given to all. II G. III. c» 4^* 

No petition shall be taken into consideration within fourteen 
days after the commencement of the session, nor toithin fourteen 
days after the return filed, #.2. 

The House may alter the time on like notice and order. 10 G. . 
III. s.3. 

Proceedings on the death of members petitioned Jt^ainst, where 
no notice is given to defend. 

In cases above-specified, where the speaker shall be informed 
of the death of any sitting member, or that any member peti- 
tioned against does not intend to defend his election, such 
speaker shall immediately send notice thereof to the sheriff, who 
shall order a copy of the same tabe affixed on. the doors of the 
county or town hall, or nearest the churcf^*, and notice also to 
be inserted in the Gazette. The order for taking such petition 
into consideration shall also be adjourned. 28 G. ///. c, 52. 

Within thirty days after notice so inserted in the Gazette, 
any voter may present a petition to be admitted a party in the 
complaint. *. 3. 

Members giving notice of their intention to defend their elec* 
tion, not to be admitted as parties against any such petition, nor 
to sit in the House tiU the petition is decided. #• 4. 
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No proceedings to be had upon any petition^ unless on^ of the 
subscribers enter into a recognizance to appear before the House 
at the time fixed for taking it into consideration ; and if no re- 
cognizance be duly entered into, the order for taking the petition 
into consideration shall be discharged, unless cause shall be seen 
for enlarging the time. 5. 5. 

Recognizances to be entered into before the speaker, and the 
sufficiency of the sureties te be allowed of by him on the report 
of two persons appointed by the speaker to examine the same^ of 
which two persons, the clerk or clerk assistant ef the House shall 
always be one, and one of the following officers, not being members^ 
the other, viz. masters in Chancery, clerks of the court of King's 
Bench, prothonotaries in the Cofiiraon Pleas, and clerks in the 
Court of Exchequer, s. 6. 

Sureties living more than forty miles from London may eater 
into recogaizanbe before a justice ; a:Bd affidavits made before a 
master in Chancery, or a justice, to be received as evidence of 
the sufficiency of sureties, s. 7. 

Recognizaaces of petitioners not appearing before the House 
at the time fixed for proceeding to the appointment of a select 
eooimittee, to be certified into the Exchequer, such recognize 
ances and certificate to be delivered by the clerk assistant into 
tke Exchequer* i. 8. 

Of Petitions to oppose the Right, 

Persons may, within twelve months after the report, petition 
to be admitted to oppose the right of election by such iieport 
established. 28 G. ///. c. 52. s. 26. 

If no such petitions be presented, the judgment of the eom- 
mittee to be conclusive. «. 27. 

Forty days are to intervene between the presenting and hearing 
i«ch petitions. «. 26. 

Before the hearing such petitions, any person may peti- 
tion to be admitted to defend such right of election* s. 29. 

Committee to be appointed to try the merits of such petitions, 
whose determinations shall be conclusive, s, 30* 

The act 2 Geo. IL c. 24. s. 4. is repealed as far as relating 
ta any determination subsequent to passing this act ; and all the 
irules and regulations of the act 10 Gto. III. c« Vk the 11 Geo. 
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///. c. 42. and the 25 Geo. III. c. 84. shall remain in force 
with respect to committees appointed under this act, and regola- 
tioDS touchiBg^ recognizances and payment of costs, not to apply 
to petitions relating solely to questions respecting the right of 
election, s. 31, 32. 

Of Renewed Petitions. 

Renewed petitions, as to the rights to be prosecuted mihin 
fourteen days after etery new session, and taken into considera* 
tion within fourteen days after presenting. 34 G. IlL c. 83w 
*.l. 

If not renewed within fourteen days ^ the judgment of com* 
mittees to be final ; and renewed petitions delivered in together 
at the table, shall be read in the order in which they were di- 
rected to be taken into consideration in the last session. 

Of withdrawing Petitions. 

No petitions shall be withdrawn, unless the member's seat 
shall have been vacated. 28 G. ///• c. 52. s. S. 



COMMITTEES. 

Of Select Committees. 

By 10 G. III. c. 16. (commonly called Mr. GieiiTille's Act,) 
previous to taking any petition into consideration, the derk is t« 
put the names of the members. drawn into a box or parcel, and 
attest the same, which shall be sealed by the speaker, who shall 
attest the making up thereof in his presence, and the names of 
the members undrawn may be read by the cleric. 10 G. IIL 
t. 16. 

The house shall not proceed to other business /previoiw to 
reading the order of the day, except swearing members ; and by 
act 28 G. ///. c. 52. except the receiving reports from the 
select committees; alteriiig and amending any return; and at* 
tending his majesty^ or his majesty's commissioners, in the 
House of Lords. By act 82 G. IIL c. 1. the House may 
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also, on the day appointed for takings into consideration petitions 
complaining of undue elections, receive any message frBm the 
lords ; and on the days appointed for the tri(d of articles ofim" 
peachmentj may proceed to any business necessary for carrying 
on the prosecution. 11 G. III. c. 42. 

If, after counting the House, according to the act 10 G. III. 
c. 16* there be not one hundred members present, er if forty" 
nine not set aside or excused, cannot be completed, the House 
may proceed upon any order of the day for the call of the House 
which shall have been previously fixed on for that day ; but if 
sach forty 'nine members cannot be completed, the House not to 
proceed until the door is unlocked, and the parties withdrawn*. 
36 G. UL c. 59. 

When petitions are to be taken into consideration, the House 
not to proceed to other business, until there be due attendance, 
except calling over the House.. 

Of forming Select Committees. 

The sergeant at arms, before the reading of the order of the 
day for appointing a committee, is to require the attendance of 
the members, and at his return the House .to be counted, and 
for want of one hundred members, to adjourn, and from day to 
ioiay, until one hundred shall be present. 10 G. ///. c. 16. 

If on the day preceding Christmas-day, Whitsun-day, or 
Good Friday, there shall not be one hundred members present, 
w forty-nine not excused cannot be completed, the order for 
taking any such petition into consideration may be discharged, 
and the Hoqse may be adjourned for any number of days. 28 G« 
IIL c. 52. 

In presence of one hundred, the petitioner's counsel or agents 
shall be ordered to attend at the bar ; but if petitioners do net 
appear within an hour after the time fixed for appointing select 
committees, the order for taking such petition into considera- 
tion to be discharged. 10 G. III. c. 16. 

Where no party appears to oppose the petition, the House 
shall proceed to appoint a select committee to try the merits of 
such petition in the manner after-mentioned, s. 14. 

When the several parties are in the House, the names of the 
members to be put into six boxes or glasses to be drawn alter- 
nately and read by the speaker, tiUfbrty'nine be drawn, s. 5. 
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Members excused from Serving. 

Members who have voted at the election of the complainants 
are to be set aside, and by s. 7, 8^ all above sixty years old are 
to be excused, or those who have served upon election commit^ 
tees in the same session, unless the number who'have not served 
be insufficient. 10 G. IJL c. 16. *. 6. 

Metnbers excused shall not be deemed to have served on any 
such select committee. 10 G, IJL c. 16. s. 9. 

Members verifying other excuses, allegations to be entered, 
and if the House resolve that they axe unable, &c. they are to 
be excused, and others to be drawn instead, so as to complete 
the number ybr/y-wine. s. 10. 

Petitioners declaring that any member drawn is intended for a 
nominee, and such member consenting thereto, he is to serve as 
such, and another to be drawn to supply his place, but on de- 
fault of nomination the deficiencies to be supplied by lot, leaving 
always fifteen as a select committee. 

If at the time of drawing, ^rly-ntne members cannot be com- 
pleted, the House to proceed in manner directed by act 10 6. III. 
11 G. III. c. 42. s. 3. 

Appointing Nominees. 

Petitioners are to name one nominee ; and the sitting members 
atiother, who may be set aside for the like causes as those chosen 
by lot, or excused, and others named. 10 G. III. c. 16. s. 11, 12. 

When more than two parties on distinct interests, neither of 
the parties to name a nominee, but when the list is returned to 
the House, the thirteen members are to withdraw, and within one 
hour report the names of such two members; and in case such 
two members shall be set aside, they shall choose others, until 
two are not objected against. 11 G. ///. c. 42. s. 6. 

When the nominees are directed to be named, no member to 
depart until the time of meeting of the said committee is fixed. 

For reducing t/ie Lists. 

After the forty-nine are chosen, the door to be opened, and ' 
the House may proceed on other business, lists of the forty" 
nine to be then given to the petitioners, who, with the clerk, are 
to .withdraw and strike off^ one alternately, till the nnmber be 
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reduced to thirteen^ and the clerk is within one hour to deliver a 
list of theiKi> who with the nomiaees, are to be sworn a select 
committee. 10 G. ///. c. 17. s. 13. 

If OD complaint of undue election, there shall be more thmn 
two parties on distinct interests, each party shall strike off a 
number itomforty''nine successively ^ until the number be reduced 
to thirteen. 11 G. ///. c. 42. 

Special regulations are enacted for reducing the lists, where 
HO party appears to oppose the petition, or waves bis right for 
reducing such list. 28 G. ///. c. 51. i. 14, 15. 

Regulations where no Special Return has been made. 

Where no return^ or a special return^ has been made, any 
tlecjtor may petition, and thereupon a day and hour to be ap- 
pointed, and notice of the meeting of committees to be givea to 
the petitioners and returning officer. 25 G. ///. c. 84. 

By the 11th sect, of this act the regulations of 10 G. HI. 
c, 16. and 11 G. ///• c. 42. are extended to this act. 

When the returning officers cannot be found, or do not appear 
at committees, other persons may be appointed to appear in 
their sicad ; and where more than one petition is presented, the 
House to determine whether the returning officer is to strike off 
from the list of members drawn by lot. 35 G. IIL c. 84. s. 12. 

Meetings of Committees, and Proceedings when met. 

The House shall order the select committee to meet within 
tweoty-£uir heurs, and by section 17, a chairman shall be elected 
•«t of the members chosen by ballot ; and in case of an equality, 
tiM aiember first drawn to have a casting rote. 10 G. ///. c. 16. 

s. Id. 

The 17th section also regulates tbe proceedings in the cause 
by act 28 G. IIL c. 5. when the merits of petitions depend on 
quesiiotts respecting the right of election, statemento of such 
right are to be delivered in writing* $. 17. 

10 G. IIL s. 29. Empowers the clerk of the committee to 
administer the oath ; prescribes the form of the oath, and inflicts 
tbe pains and penalties of wilful and corrupt perjury, as infiiaed 
by law in other cases. 
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Adjournment end Dissolution of Committees* 

Select committees are not to adjourn for more than twenty-four 
hours without leave ; and if the House be then sitting, business 
to foe stayed, and motion to be made for adjournment, s. 19. 

Sunday, Christmas-day, or Good Friday intervening^ not to be 
deemed included, s, 20. 

Regulates the manner of adjourning the select committee, on 
their having occasion to report when the House are adjourned. 
11 <?eo, HI. c. 42. 

Select committee-men not to be absent without leave, nor 
committee to sit, until all who have not leave be met, and on 
failure of meeting within one hour, a farther adjournment is to 
be made, and reported, with the cause thereof. ^ 10 G. IIL 
c. 16. ^.21. 

The chairman at next meeting is to report absentees, who are 
to be directed to attend next sitting, and be censured or punished 
at discretion, unless absence proved unavoidable, s. 22. 

If thirteen do not meet, the committee to adjourn. 10 G. ///. 
€. 16. s. 23. 

If the members of such committee, from death or otherwise, 
shall for three whole days cmitinue to be less than thirteen, 
the committee to be dissolved^ and past proceedings are to be 
void. s. 24. 

But if a committee shall have sat for business /our feen days, 
twelve members may proceed therein, and if twenty-Jive days, 
eleven members may proceed. 28 G. ///. c. 52. 

The committee shall not be dissolved by any prorogation of 
parliament, s, 33. 

On the Determinations of Committees, and their Report to the 

House. 

The committee are to determine finally^ and the House shall 
thereupon confirm or alter the return, or issue a writ for , a new 
election, as the case may require* 10 G. Ill, c. 16. s. 18. 

Otheir resolutions may be reported at the same time, and the 
House may make order thereon. 10 G. HI, s, 25. 

When committees choose to deliberate, the room may be 
cleared, and questions shall be determined by a majority, in 
which the chairn^nis |o baveactttiflgvote. 10 G« JJL c. 16. 
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No determiDation to take place anless thirteea present, nor 
any member to vote who has not attended every sitting, s. 28. 

Committees in their report& to mention whether petitions 
appear /rivo/oujT or vexatious ; and by the 25th section of this 
iict, when statements in writing are delivered in» respecting dis- 
puted rights of election, the committee are to report with their de« 
termination on the merits of suck petition, their judgment on 
such statements ; such report to be entered on the journals, 
and notice thert^of to be sent to the returning officer: and foj 
the subsequent c! 'isf>s of this act, the report on the statements 
delivered in,is to he final and conclusive at all subsequent elections, 
unless a petition is presented to oppose the same tot^Aio twelve 
ca/enciar mon/A5 after the report to the House, ox within fourteen 
days after the commencement of the nei^t session, 28 G. ///« 
c. 52. s. 18. 



FINIS. 



ERKATA. 
Part ii, vol. i. page «S, Number of voters^/or 400, read 1,400 
Part ii. vol. iv. pag« 140,/or Baroness Abercromby, read Sir George 4bercroaby; 



J. Oillet, Printer, Craw»<ourt, PleeUtreet, UadM. 
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